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PUBLISHERS'  ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The  works  of  no  modem  writer  are  more  univcrBal 
in  their  fame  and  appreciation  than  the  novels  of  Jamks  ■ 
Fekimore  Cooper,  Few  are  so  extensively  translated 
into  otlier  languages,  or  more  widely  read  in  their  own. 
Bnt,  although  attaining  large  sales  in  various  popular 
forms,  no  satisfactory  edition,  suitable  for  tlie  library, 
and  containing  all  the  author's  revisions,  has,  until 
now,  been  offered  to  the  public.  As  the  foremost  of 
American  Kovelista,  it  has  been  particularly  desirable 
that  this  want  should  be  supplied  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, when  his  rank  as  a  compeer  of  the  first  masters 
of  fiction  is  everywhere  conceded.  With  these  facts  in 
view,  the  Publishers  have  entered  upon  tlieir  present 
enterprise,  which,  for  many  reasons,  partakes  of  a 
national  character. 

This  edition  will  derive  enhanced  interest  from 
being  illustrated  by  Daelky,  an  artist  who,  for  years, 
has  made  the  pages  of  Cooper  a  congenial  study. 
His  drawings,  conceived  in  a  spirit  and  with  a  breadth 
worthy  of  the  picturesque  pages  of  his  author,  have 
been  preserved  in  all  their  fidelity  by  the  best  engrav- 
ers in  the  country;  while  in  general  pictorial  beauty, 
artistic  finish,  and  mechanical  perfection,  the  publish- 
ers have  labored  assiduously  to  render  this  series 
worthy  of  the  author,  and  acceptable  to  the  public. 

Vzw  YoBK,  Jamary.  ISSE). 
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erty  taken  with  the  truth  in  the  description  of  the  prin- 
cipal dwelling:  the  real  building  had  no  "  firstly  "  and 
"  lastly."  It  was  of  bricks,  and  not  of  stone ;  and  its 
roof  exhibited  none  of  the  peculiar  beauties  of  the 
"  composite  order."  It  was  erected  in  an  age  too  prim- 
itive for  that  ambitious  school  of  architecture.  But 
the  Author  indulged  his  recollections  freely  when  he 
had  fairly  entered  the  door.  Here  all  is  literal,  even 
to  the  severed  arm  of  Wolfe,  and  the  urn  which  held 
the  ashes  of  Queen  Dido.* 

The  Author  has  elsewhere  said  that  the  character 
of  Leather-Stocking  is  a  creation,  rendered  probable 
by  such  auxiliaries  as  were  necessary  to  produce  that 
effect.  Had  he  drawn  still  more  upon  fancy,  the  lovers 
of  fiction  would  not  have  so  nmch  cause  for  their  objec- 
tions to  his  work.  Still  the  picture  would  not  have  been 
in  the  least  true,  without  some  substitutes  for  most  of 
the  otlier  personages.  Tlie  great  proprietor  resident 
on  his  lands,  and  giving  his  name  to,  instead  of  receiv- 
ing it  from  his  estates,  as  in  Europe,  is  common  over 
the  whole  of  New  York.  Tlie  physician,  with  his 
theory,  rather  obtained  than  corrected  by  experiments 
on  the  human  constitution;  the  pious,  self-denying, 
laborious,  and  ill-paid  missionaiy ;  the  half-educated, 
litigious,  envious,  and  disreputable  lawyer,  with  his 

*  Though  forests  still  crown  the  mountains  of  Otsego,  the  bear,  the 
wolf,  and  the  panther  are  nearly  strangers  to  them.  Even  the  innocent 
deer  is  rarely  seen  bounding  beneath  their  arches ;  for  the  rifle,  and  the 
activity  of  the  settlors,  have  driven  them  to  other  haunts.  To  this 
change  (which,  in  some  particulars,  is  melancholy  to  one  who  knew  the 
country  in  its  infancy)  it  may  be  added,  that  the  Otsego  is  beginning  to 
be  a  iiiggard  of  its  treasures. 
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bottoms  of  the  valleys,  to  the  most  rugged  and  intricate  passes 
of  the  hills.  Academies,  and  minor  edifices  of  learning,  meet 
the  eye  of  the  stranger  at  every  few  miles,  as  he  winds  his  way 
through  this  uneven  terntory ;  and  place*  for  the  worship  of 
God  abound  with  that  frequency  which  characterizes  a  mora! 
and  reflecting  people,  and  with  that  variety  of  exterior  and 
canonical  government  which  flows  from  unfettered  liberty  of 
conscience.  In  short,  the  whole  district  is  hourly  exhibiting 
how  much  can  Ihj  done,  in  even  a  rugged  country,  and  with  a 
severe  climate,  under  the  dominion  of  mild  laws,  and  where 
every  man  feels  a  direct  interest  in  the  pro»iK*rity  of  a  common- 
wealth, of  which  he  knows  lii'mself  to  form  a  part  The  expe- 
dients of  the  pioncei"s  who  fii-st  broke  ground  in  the  settlement 
of  this  country,  are  succeeded  by  the  permanent  improvements 
of  the  yeoman,  who  intends  to  leave  his  remains  to  moulder 
under  the  sod  which  he  tills,  or,  perhaps,  of  the  son,  who,  born 
in  the  land,  piously  wishes  to  linger  around  the  grave  of  his 
father.  Only  forty  years*  have  pas^sed  since  this  territory  was 
a  wilderness. 

Very  soon  after  the  esUiblishment  of  the  independence  of  the 
States,  by  the  peace  of  1783,  the  enterprise  of  their  citizens  was 
directed  to  a  development  of  the  natural  advantages  of  their 
widely  extended  dominions.  Before  the  war  of  the  revolution 
the  inhabited  parts  of  the  colony  of  New  York  were  limited  to 
less  than  a  tenth  of  its  possessions.  A  narrow  belt  of  country, 
extending  for  a  short  distance  on  either  side  of  the  Hudson, 
with  a  similar  occupation  of  fifty  miles  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mohawk,  together  with  the  islands  of  Nassau  and  Staten,  and  a 
few  insulated  settlements  on  chosen  land  along  the  margins  of 
streams,  composed  the  country,  which  was  then  inhabited  by 
less  than  two  hundred  thousand  souls.  Withiu  the  short 
period  we  have  mentioned,  the  population  has  spread  itself  over 
five  degrees  of  latitude  and  seven  of  longitude,  and  has  swelled 
to  a  million  and  a  half  of  inhabitants,!  who  are  maintained  in 

•  I'he  book  was  written  In  1823. 

*  The  popnUUon  of  New  York  Is  now  (1831)  quite  9,000.0110. 
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sbnndanoe,  and  cnD  look  forward  k>  Hges  before  the  evil  day 
uuit  arrive,  when  their  possessions  shall  become  unequal  to 
tbeir  wants. 

Our  tale  begins  iu  1793,  about  seven  years  after  the  com- 
mencempnt  of  one  of  tlie  earliest  of  those  setthments,  which 
hai'e  conduced  to  effect  that  mi^cal  change  in  the  power  and 
condition  of  the  state,  (o  which  we  have  alluded. 

It  was  near  the  setting  of  the  aun,  on  a  clear,  cold  day  in 
December,  when  a  sleigh  was  monni;  slowly  up  one  of  the 
mountains,  in  the  district  we  hiivo  described.  The  day  had 
been  fine  for  the  season,  and  but  two  or  three  large  clouds, 
whose  color  aoenied  brightened  Ly  the  light  reflected  from  the 
mass  of  snow  that  covered  the  earth,  floated  in  a  sky  of  the 
purest  blue.  The  road  wound  along  the  brow  of  a  predpice, 
and  on  one  side  was  uj>held  by  a  foundation  of  logs,  piled  one 
upon  the  other,  while  a  narrow  excavation  in  the  niountan,  in 
the  opposite  direction,  had  made  a  passage  of  sufficient  width 
for  the  ordinary  travelling  of  that  day.  but  l(«j;s,  excavation, 
and  everything  that  did  not  reach  several  feet  above  the  earth, 
lay  alike  buried  beneath  the  snow.  A  single  track,  barely  wide 
enough  to  receive  the  sleigh,*  denoted  the  route  of  the  highway, 
and  this  was  sunk  nearly  two  feet  below  the  surrounding  sur- 
lace.  In  the  vale,  which  lay  at  a  distance  of  several  hundred 
feet  lower,  there  was  what  in  the  language  of  the  country  was 
called  a  clearing,  and  all  the  usual  impro\einents  of  a  new  set- 
tlement ;  these  even  extended  up  the  hill  to  the  point  where  the 
road  turned  short  and  ran  across  the  level  land,  which  lay  on 
the  summit  of  the  mountain  ;  but  the  summit  ileelf  remained  in 


1.9  TUBPIONEBKB. 

forest.  There  was  a  glitterinij  in  tlie  ntnioepliere,  at  if  it  were 
filled  with  innumerable  shining  particles ;  and  the  noble  bay 
horses  tliat  drew  tlie  aleigh  were  covered,  in  many  parts,  with  a 
ooat  of  hoar  froet.  The  vajior  from  their  nostrils  was  seeD  to 
issue  like  smoke  ;  and  every  object  jn  tha  view,  as  well  as  every 
arrangement  of  the  travellers,  denoted  the  depth  of  a  winter  in 
the  moUDtains.  The  harness,  which  wa?  of  a  deep  dull  black, 
differing  from  the  glossy  varnishing  of  the  present  day,  was  orna- 
mented with  enormous  plates  and  buckles  of  brass,  that  shone 
like  gold  in  tboee  transient  beams  of  the  sun,  which  found  their 
nay  obliquely  through  the  tops  of  the  trees.  Huge  saddles, 
studded  with  nails,  and  fitted  with  cloth  that  served  as  blankets 
to  the  shoulders  of  the  cattle,  supported  four  high,  si^uare- 
topped  turrets,  through  which  the  stout  reins  led  from  the 
mouths  of  the  hoisea  to  the  bands  of  the  driver,  who  was  a 
negro,  of  apparently  twenty  yeara  of  age.  Hia  face,  wliicb 
nature  had  colored  with  a  glistening  black,  was  now  mottled 
with  the  cold,  and  his  large  shining  eyes  filled  with  tears;  a  tri- 
bute to  its  power,  that  the  keen  frosts  of  those  regions  always 
extmcted  fivim  one  of  his  African  origin.  Stili  there  was  a 
smiling  expression  of  good  humor  in  his  happy  countenance, 
that  was  created  by  the  thoughts  of  home,  and  a  Ghristmaa 
fire-side,  with  iU  Christmas  frolics.  The  sleigh  was  one  of 
those  large,  comfortable,  old-tashioned  conveyances,  which  would 
admit  a  whole  family  within  its  bosom,  but  which  now  con- 
tained only  two  passengers  besides  the  driver.  The  color  of  its 
outMde  was  a  modest  green,  and  that  of  its  inside  a  fiery  red. 
The  latter  was  intended  to  convey  the  idea  of  heat  in  that  cold 
climate.  Large  bufialo  skins,  trimmed  around  the  edges  with 
red  cloth,  cut  into  festoons,  covered  the  back  of  the  sleigh,  and 
w«fl  spread  over  its  bottom,  and  drawn  up  around  the  feet  of 
the  travellers — one  of  whom  was  a  man  of  middle  age,  and  the 
other  a  female,  just  entering  upon  womanhood.  The  former 
was  of  a  large  stature ;  but  the  precautions  he  had  taken  to 
guard  against  the  cold  left  but  little  of  his  person  exposed  to 
view.      A  greatcoat,  that  was  abundantly  omaiaenled  bv  a 
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profusion  of  furs,  enveloped  the  whole  of  his  fi^re,  exceptiDg 
the  head,  which  was  covered  with  a  cap  of  marten  ahiiis,  lined 
with  morocco,  the  sidea  of  which  were  made  to  fall,  if  neccft- 
ury,  and  were  now  drawn  close  over  the  ears,  and  fastened 
beneath  his  chiD  with  a  bluck  riband.  The  top  of  the  nap  wm 
surmounted  with  the  tail  of  the  animal  whoso  skin  had  ^misbvd 
the  rest  of  the  malerials,  which  fell  back,  not  ungmcefully,  a  few 
inches  behind  the  head.  From  beneath  thin  mask  were  to  be 
seen  part  of  a  tine  manly  face,  and  particularly  a  pair  of  exprew- 
ive,  la>^  blue  eyes,  that  promised  extraordinary  intellect,  covert 
humor,  and  great  benevolence.  The  form  of  his  compsnioii 
was  literally  hid  beneath  the  gannenis  she  wore.  There  were 
fiira  and  silks  peeping  from  under  a  large  camlet  cloak,  with  a 
thick  flannel  lining,  that,  by  ila  cut  and  size,  was  evidently 
intended  for  a  masculine  wearer.  A  huge  hood  of  black  silk, 
that  was  quilted  with  down,  concealed  the  whole  of  her  head, 
except  at  a  small  opening  in  front  for  breath,  through  which 
occasionally  sparkled  a  pair  of  animated  jet-black  eyes. 

Both  the  father  and  daughter  (for  such  was  the  connexion 
between  the  two  travellera)  were  too  much  occupieil  with  their 
reflecljons  lo  break  a  stillness,  tliat  received  little  or  no  interrup- 
tion from  the  easy  gliding  of  the  sleigh,  by  the  sound  of  llieir 
voices.  The  former  was  thinking  of  the  wife  that  had  held  this 
their  only  child  to  her  bosom,  when,  four  yeara  before,  she  had 
reluctantly  consented  to  relinquish  the  society  of  her  daughter, 
in  order  that  the  latter  might  enjoy  the  advantjiges  of  an  educa- 
tion, which  the  city  of  New  York  could  only  offer  at  that  period. 
A  few  months  afterwards  death  had  deprived  him  of  the  reniaiu- 
ing  companion  of  liis  solitude  ;  but  slill  he  h.id  enough  of  real 
r^rard  for  his  child,  not  to  bring  her  into  tlic  comparative 
wilderness  in  which  he  dwelt,  until  tlie  full  period  had  expired, 
to  whicli  he  had  limited  her  juvenile  labors.  The  reflectiom  of 
the  daugliter  were  less  melancholy,  and  mingled  with  a  |>lea>ied 
astonishment  at  the  novel  scenery  nlie  met  at  every  turn  in  the 

The  mountain  on  which  they  were  journeying  was  covcri-d 


with  pinea,  that  rose  without  a  branch  some  seventy  or  eigh^ 
feet,  and  which  frequently  doubled  that  height,  by  the  addition 
of  the  tope.  Through  the  innumerable  vistas  that  opened 
beneath  the  lofty  trees,  the  eye  could  penetrate,  until  it  was 
met  by  a  distant  inequality  in  the  ground,  or  whs  stopped  by  a 
view  of  the  suinniit  of  the  inountaJD,  which  lay  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  valley  to  which  they  wcro  hastening.  The  dark 
trunks  of  thn  trees  rose  from  the  pure  while  of  the  suow,  in  re- 
gularly formed  shafts,  until,  at  a  great  height,  their  branches  shot 
forth  horizontul  limbs,  that  were  covered  with  the  meagre  foliage 
of  an  evergreen,  aflording  n  melancholy  contrast  to  the  torpor 
of  nature  heluw.  To  the  travellers,  there  seemed  to  be  no  wind ; 
but  these  pines  waved  majestically  at  their  topmoet  boughs, 
sending  forth  a  dull,  plaintive  sound,  that  was  quite  in  conso- 
nance with  the  rest  of  the  melancholy  scene. 

The  sleigh  had  glided  for  some  distance  along  the  even  sur< 
bee,  and  the  gaze  of  the  female  was  bent  in  inquisitive,  and, 
perhaps,  timid  glances,  into  the  recesses  of  the  forest,  when  a 
loud  and  continued  howling  was  heard,  pealing  under  the  long 
arches  of  the  woods,  like  the  cry  of  a  numerous  pack  of  hounds. 
The  instant  the  sound  reached  the  ears  of  the  gentleman,  he 
cried  aloud  to  the  black — 

"  Hold  up,  Aggy ;  there  is  old  Hector ;  I  should  know  his 
bay  among  ten  thousand  !  The  Leather-stocking  has  put  his 
hounds  into  the  hills,  thi^  clear  day,  and  they  have  started  their 
game.  There  is  a  deer-track  a  few  rods  ahead ; — and  now, 
Bess,  if  tbou  canst  muster  courage  enough  to  stand  fire,  I  will 
give  thee  a  saddle  for  thy  Christmas  dinner." 

The  black  drew  up,  with  a  cheerful  grin  upon  his  chilled 
features,  and  began  thrashing  his  arms  together,  in  order  to 
restore  the  circulation  to  his  fingers,  while  the  speaker  stood 
erect,  and,  throwing  aside  his  outer  covering,  stepped  from  the 
sleigh  upon  a  bank  of  snow,  which  sustained  his  weight  without 
yielding. 

Id  a  few  moments  the  speaker  succeeded  in  extricating  a 
double-barrelled    fowling-piece    from  among  a  multitude  of 
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IruokH  and  bandboxes.  After  throwing  nside  th«  thick  mitteiis 
which  had  i:acsaed  hb  haoda,  that  now  appeared  in  a  pair  of 
leather  gloves  tipped  with  fur,  he  examiDcd  his  priming,  and 
was  about  to  move  forward,  when  the  light  bounding  noise  of 
an  aoimal  plunging  through  the  woods  was  heard,  and  a  fine 
buck  darted  into  the  path,  a  short  distance  ahead  of  bim. 
Tlie  appearance  of  the  animal  was  sudden,  and  his  flight 
incoDCeivably  rapid  ;  but  the  traveller  appeared  to  be  too  keen 
a  sportsman  to  be  disconcerted  by  eitlier.  As  it  came  firat  into 
view  he  raised  the  fuwling'pieee  to  his  shoulder,  and,  with  a 
practised  eye  and  steady  hand,  drew  a  tri[^er.  The  deer 
dashed  forward  undaunted,  and  apparently  unhurt  Without 
lowering  his  piece,  the  traveller  turned  its  muzzle  towuds  his 
victim,  and  fired  again.  Neither  discharge,  however,  seemed 
lo  have  taken  eflect. 

The  whole  scene  had  passed  with  a  rapidity  that  confused  the 
female,  who  was  unconsciously  rejoicing  in  the  escape  of  the 
buck,  as  he  rather  darted  like  a  meteor,  than  ran  across  the 
road,  when  a  sharp  quick  sound  struck  her  ear,  quite  different 
from  the  full,  round  rejKirla  of  her  father's  gun,  but  still 
sufficiently  distinct  to  be  known  as  thu  concussion  produced  by 
fire-arms.  At  the  same  instant  that  she  heard  tliis  unexpected 
report,  the  buck  sprang  from  the  snow  to  a  great  height  in  the 
air,  and  directly  a  second  discharge,  similar  in  sound  to  the 
first,  followed,  when  tlic  animal  camu  to  the  eurth,  falling  head- 
long, and  rolling  over  on  the  crust  with  its  own  velocitv,  A 
loud  shout  was  given  by  the  unseen  marksman,  and  a  couple 
of  men  instantly  appeared  from  behind  the  trunks  of  two  of  the 
pine*,  where  they  hnd  evidently  plnced  themselves  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  passage  of  the  deer. 

"Ha!  Natty,  had  I  known  you  were  in  ambush,  I  should 
not  have  fired,"  cried  tlie  traveller,  moving  towards  the  spot 
where  the  deer  lay — near  lo  which  he  was  followed  by  the 
delighted  black,  with  his  sloigh  ;  "  but  the  sound  of  old  Hector 
WAS  too  exhilaratjng  to  be  quiet;  though  I  hardly  think  I  struck 
bim  either," 
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"No — no — Judge,"  returned  the  hunter,  with  an  inward 
chuckle,  and  with  that  look  of  exultation  that  indicates  a 
consciousness  of  superior  skill  •  "  you  humt  your  powder  only 
to  warm  your  nose  this  cold  evening  Did  ye  think  to  stop 
a  full  grown  buck,  with  Hector  and  the  slut  open  upon  him 
within  sound,  with  that  pop-gun  in  your  hand  ?  There's  plenty 
of  pheasants  among  the  swamps ;  and  the  snow-birds  are  flying 
round  your  own  door,  wliere  you  may  feed  them  with  crumbs, 
and  shoot  them  at  pleasure,  any  day ;  but  if  you're  for  a  buck, 
or  a  little  bear's  meat,  Judge,  you'll  have  to  take  the  long  rifle, 
with  a  greased  wadding,  or  you'll  waste  more  powder  than 
you'll  fill  stomachs^l'm  thinking." 

As  the  speaker  concluded,  he  drew  his  bare  hand  across  the 
bottom  of  his  nose,  and  again  opened  his  enormous  mouth  with 
a  kind  of  inward  laugh. 

"The  gun  scatters  well,  Natty,  and  it  has  killed  a  deer  before 
now,"  said  the  traveller,  smiling  good-humoredly.  "  One 
barrel  was  charged  with  buck-shot ;  but  the  other  was  loaded 
for  birds  only.  Here  are  two  hurts ;  one  through  the  neck, 
and  the  other  directly  through  the  heart.  It  is  by  no  means 
certain,  Natty,  but  I  gave  him  one  of  the  two." 

**  Let  who  will  kill  him,"  said  the  hunter,  rather  surlily,  "  I 
supjKJse  the  cre«iture  is  to  be  eaten."  So  saying,  he  drew  a 
large  knife  from  a  leathern  sheath,  which  was  stuck  through  his 
girdle  or  sash,  and  cut  the  throat  of  the  animal.  "  If  there  are 
two  balls  through  the  deer,  I  would  ask  if  there  wer'n't  two 
rifles  fired — ^besides,  who  ever  saw  such  a  ragged  hole  from  a 
smooth-bore,  as  this  through  the  neck? — and  you  will  own 
yourself.  Judge,  that  the  buck  fell  at  the  last  shot,  which  was 
sent  from  a  truer  and  a  younger  hand,  than  your'n  or  mine 
either ;  but  for  my  part,  although  I  am  a  poor  man,  I  can  live 
without  the  venison,  but  I  don't  love  to  give  up  my  lawful  dues 
in  a  free  country.  Though,  for  the  matter  of  that,  might  often 
makes  right  here,  as  well  as  in  the  old  country,  for  what  I  can 
Kee** 

An  air  of  sullen  dissatisfaction  perva^led  the  manner  of  the 
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banter  duiiug  the  whole  of  this  speech ;  yet  he  Uiought  it 
piudent  to  utter  the  close  of  the  sentence  iu  such  nu  under 
tone,  as  to  leave  Dothing  audible  but  the  grunibliug  souuds  of 

"  Nay,  Natty,"  rejoined  the  traveller,  with  undisturbed  good 
humor,  "  it  is  for  the  honor  that  I  contend.  A  few  dollftra 
will  pay  for  the  venison  ;  but  what  will  requite  me  for  the  lost 
honor  of  a  buck's  taii  in  my  cap  ?  Think,  Natty,  how  I  should 
triumph  over  that  quizung  dog,  Dick  Jones,  who  has  failed  seven 
times  already  this  season,  and  has  only  brought  in  one  wood- 
chuck  and  a  few  grey  squirreU." 

"Ah!  the  gnme  is  becoming  hard  to  find,  indeed,  Judge, 
with  your  clearings  and  betterments,"  i^aid  tlio  old  hunter,  with 
a  kind  of  compelled  resignation.  "  The  time  has  been,  when  I 
have  shot  thirteen  deer,  without  counting  the  &'ns,  standing  in 
the  door  of  my  own  hut ! — and  for  bear's  meat,  if  one  wanted 
a  ham  or  so,  be  had  only  to  watch  a  nights,  and  he  could  shoot 
one  by  moonlight,  through  the  cracks  of  tlie  logs ;  no  fear  of 
his  over-sleeping  himself  neither,  for  the  howling  of  the  wolves 
was  sartin  to  keep  his  eyes  open.  There's  old  Hector," — patting 
with  affection  a  tall  hound,  of  black  and  yellow  spots,  witli 
white  belly  and  legs,  tliat  just  tlien  came  in  on  the  scent, 
accompanied  by  the  slut  he  had  mentioned;  "see  where  the 
wolves  bit  bis  throat,  the  night  I  druv  them  from  the  venison 
that  was  smoking  on  the  chimbly  top  ; — that  dog  is  more  to 
be  trusted  than  many  a  Christian  man  ;  for  he  never  forgets  a 
friend,  and  loves  the  hand  that  gives  him  bread." 

There  was  a  peculiarity  in  the  manner  of  the  hunter  lliat 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  young  female,  who  had  been  a  close 
and  interested  observer  of  his  appearance  and  equipments,  from 
the  moment  he  carae  into  view.  He  was  tall,  and  so  meagre 
as  to  make  him  seem  above  even  the  six  feet  that  he  actually 
stood  in  his  stockings.  On  his  head,  which  was  thinly  covered 
with  Unk,  sandy  hair,  he  wore  a  cap  made  of  fox-skin,  reseinbhng 
in  shape  the  one  we  have  already  described,  although  much 
inferiOT  in   finish  and  omamenta.     His  foce  was  skinny,  and 


thin  almost  to  emaciation ;  but  yet  it  bore  no  Mgna  of  disenM ; 
— on  the  contrary,  it  had  every  indication  of  the  moat  robust 
and  enduring  health.  I^e  cold  and  the  exposure  bad,  together, 
^vea  it  a  color  of  uniform  red.  His  grey  eyes  were  glancing 
under  a  pair  of  shaggy  brows,  that  overhung  them  in  long 
hwra  of  grey  raiogled  with  their  natural  hue;  his  scraggy  neck 
vaa  bare,  and  burnt  to  the  same  tJnt  with  his  face ;  tliough  a 
Btnall  part  of  a  shirt  coll.ir,  made  of  the  country  check,  was  to 
be  seen  above  the  over-dress  he  wore.  A  kind  of  cont,  made 
of  dressed  deerskiu,  with  tlie  bair  on,  was  belted  close  to  his 
lank  body,  by  a  girdle  of  colored  worsted.  On  bis  feet  were 
deerskin  moccasins,  ornamented  with  porcupines' quills,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Iiidians,  and  his  limbs  were  gunrdcd  with  long 
leggings  of  the  same  material  as  the  moccasins,  which,  gartering 
over  the  knees  of  his  tarnished  buckskin  breeches,  had  obtained 
for  him,  among  the  settlers,  the  nickname  of  Leather-stocking. 
Over  his  left  shoulder  was  slung  a  belt  of  deerskin,  from  which 
depended  an  enormoua  ox  horn,  so  tliinly  scraped,  as  to  dis- 
cover the  [>owder  it  contained.  The  larger  end  was  fitted  inge- 
niously and  securely  with  a  wooden  bottom,  and  the  other  was 
stopped  tight  by  a  little  plug.  A  leathern  pouch  hung  before 
him,  from  which,  as  he  concluded  his  lait  spcecli,  he  took  a 
small  measure,  and,  filhng  it  accurately  with  powder,  he  com- 
menced reloading  the  rifle,  which,  as  iU  butt  rested  on  tlie  snow 
before  him,  reached  nearly  to  the  top  of  his  foxskin  cap. 

The  traveller  had  been  closely  examining  the  wounds  during 
these  movements,  and  now,  without  heeding  the  ill-humor  of 
the  hunter's  manner,  be  exclmmed — 

"  I  would  fain  establish  a  right,  Natty,  to  the  honor  of  this 
death ;  and  surely  if  the  hit  in  the  neck  be  mine,  it  is  enough ; 
for  the  shot  in  the  heart  was  unnecessary — ^what  we  call  an  act 
of  supererogation.  Leather-stocking." 

"  You  may  call  it  by  what  lamed  name  you  please,  Judge," 
eaid  the  hunter,  throwing  his  rifle  across  his  left  arm,  and 
knocking  up  a  brass  lid  in  the  breech,  from  which  he  took  a 
«nisll  piera  of  greased  leather,  and  wrapping  a  ball  id  it,  forced 
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tfaem  down  by  inain  streagth  on  the  powder,  where  be  con- 
tinued U>  pound  them  while  speaking.  "  It's  far  easier  to  call 
Damca  than  to  shoot  a  buck  on  the  spring;  but  the  cretur came 
by  bis  end  from  a  younger  hand  than  either  your'n  or  mine,  aa 
I  said  before," 

"What  aay  you,  my  friend,"  cried  the  traveller,  tnrning 
pleasantly  to  Natty's  companion ;  "  shall  wo  toss  up  this  dollar 
for  the  honor,  and  you  keep  the  silver  if  you  loee ;  what  say 
you,  friend  ?" 

"  That  I  killed  the  deer,"  answered  the  young  man  with  a 
little  haughtiness,  as  he  leaned  on  another  long  rifle,  similar  to 
that  of  Natty. 

"  Here  are  two  to  one,  indeed,"  replied  the  Judge,  with  a 
smile ;  "  I  am  outvoted — over-ruled,  as  we  say  on  the  bench. 
There  is  Aggy,  he  can't  vote,  being  a  slave;  and  Bess  is  a 
minor — so  I  must  even  make  the  best  of  it.  But  you'll  sell  me 
the  venison ;  and  the  deuce  is  in  it,  but  I  make  a  good  story 
about  ita  death," 

"  The  meat  is  none  of  mine  to  sell,"  said  Leather-stocking, 
adopting  a  little  of  his  companion's  hauteur;  "  for  my  part  T 
have  known  animals  travel  days  with  shots  in  the  neck,  and  I'm 
none  of  them  who'll  rob  a  man  of  his  rightful  dues )" 

"  You  are  tenacious  of  your  rights,  this  cold  evening,  Natty," 
returned  the  Judge,  with  unconquerable  good  nature;  "but 
what  say  you,  young  man ;  will  three  dollars  pay  you  for  the 
buck  r 

"  Flist  let  US  determine  the  question  of  right  to  the  satishc- 
tion  of  us  both,"  said  the  youth,  firmly  but  respectfully,  and  with 
A  pronunciation  and  language  vastly  superior  to  his  appearance; 
"  with  how  many  shot  did  you  load  your  gun  V 

"  With  five,  sir,"  sdd  the  Judge,  a  little  struck  with  the 
other's  manner;  "are  they  not  enough  to  slay  a  buck  like 
thisr 

"  One  would  do  it ;  bat,"  moving  to  the  tree  from  l>ehind 
which  he  had  appeared, "  you  know,  sir,  you  fired  in  this  direo 
tidti— here  are  four  of  the  bullets  in  the  tree." 
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The  Judge  examined  the  fresh  marks  in  the  bark  of  the  pine, 
and  shaking  his  head,  said,  with  a  laugh — 

**'  You  are  making  out  the  case  against  yourself,  my  young 
advocate — where  is  the  fifth  ?'* 

**  Here,"  said  the  youth,  throwing  aside  the  rough  overcoat 
that  he  wore,  and  exhibiting  a  hole  in  his  under  garment, 
through  which  large  drops  of  blood  were  oozing. 

**  Good  God !"  exclaimed  the  Judge  with  horror ;  "  have  1 
betn  trifling  here  about  an  empty  distinction,  and  a  fellow-crea- 
ture suflFering  from  my  hands  without  a  murmur  ?  But  hasten 
—quick — get  into  my  sleigh — it  is  but  a  mile  to  the  village, 
where  surgical  aid  can  be  obtained ; — all  shall  be  done  at  my 
expense,  and  thou  shalt  live  with  me  until  thy  wound  is  healed, 
aye,  and  for  ever  afterwards." 

'*  1  thank  you  for  your  good  intention,  but  I  must  decline 
your  oflfer.  I  have  a  friend  who  would  be  uneasy  were  he  to 
hear  that  I  am  hurt  and  away  from  him.  The  injury  is  but 
slight,  and  the  bullet  has  missed  the  bones ;  but  I  believe,  sir, 
you  will  now  admit  my  title  to  the  venison." 

"  Admit  it !"  repeated  the  agitated  Judge :  "  I  here  give  thee 
a  right  to  shoot  deer,  or  bears,  or  anything  thou  pleasest  in  my 
woods,  for  ever.  Leather-stocking  is  the  only  other  man  that  I 
liavo  granted  the  same  privilege  to;  and  the  time  is  coming 
when  it  will  be  of  value.  But  I  buy  your  deer — here,  this  bill 
will  pay  thee,  both  for  thy  shot  and  ray  own." 

The  old  hunter  gathered  his  tall  person  up  into  an  air  of 
pride,  during  this  dialogue,  but  he  waited  until  the  other  had 
done  speaking. 

"  There's  them  living  who  say,  that  Nathaniel  Bumppo's  right 
to  shoot  on  these  hills  is  of  older  date  than  Marmaduke  Temple's 
right  to  forbid  him,"  he  said.  ^  But  if  therms  a  law  about  it  at 
all,  though  who  ever  heard  of  a  law  that  a  man  shouldn't  kill 
deer  where  he  pleased ! — ^but  if  there  is  a  law  at  all,  it  should 
be  to  keep  people  from  the  use  of  smooth  bores.  A  body  never 
knows  where  his  lead  will  fly,  when  be  pulls  the  trigger  of  one 
of  them  uncertain  fire-arms." 
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Withont  attending  to  the  soliloquy  of  Natty,  the  jontb 
bowed  his  head  silently  to  iho  offer  of  the  bank  nolo,  and 
replied — 

"  Excuse  me ;  I  have  need  of  the  venison." 

"  But  this  will  buy  you  many  deer,"  said  the  Judge ;  "  take 
it,  I  entreat  you,"  and  lowering  his  voice  to  n  whisper,  he  added 
— "it  is  for  a  hundred  dollars." 

For  an  instant  only,  the  youth  seemed  lo  hesitate,  and  then, 
blushing  even  tlirougb  the  high  color  that  the  cold  had  given 
to  his  cfaeeks,  as  if  with  inward  sbamo  at  his  own  weakness,  he 
again  declined  the  offer. 

Duiing  this  scene  the  female  arose,  and,  regardless  of  the 
cold  air,  she  threw  back  the  hood  which  concealed  her  features, 
and  now  spoke,  with  great  earnestness. 

"  Surely,  surely — young  man, — sir — you  would  not  pwn  my 
Either  so  much,  as  to  have  him  think  that  he  leaves  a  fclloiv- 
creature  in  this  wildemeas,  whom  his  own  hand  has  injured.  I 
entreat  you  will  go  with  us,  and  receive  medical  aid." 

Whether  his  wound  became  more  painful,  or  there  was  some- 
thing irresistible  iu  the  voice  and  manner  of  the  fair  pleader  for 
her  fother's  feelings,  we  know  not ;  but  the  distiince  of  the  young 
man's  manner  was  sensibly  softened  by  this  appeal,  and  he 
stood  in  apparent  doubt,  as  if  reluctant  to  comply  with,  and  yet 
unwilling  to  refuse  her  request.  The  Judge,  for  such  being  his 
office,  must  in  future  be  bis  title,  watched,  with  no  little  interest, 
the  display  of  this  singular  contention  in  the  feelings  of  the 
youth  ;  and  ndvancing,  kindly  took  his  hand,  and  as  he  pulled 
him  gently  towards  the  sleigh,  urged  him  to  enter  It. 

"There  is  no  human  aid  nearer  than  Templeton,"  he  said, 
"  and  the  hut  of  Natty  is  full  three  miles  from  this ; — eome — 
come,  my  young  friend,  go  with  us,  and  let  the  new  doctor  look 
lo  this  shonlder  of  thine.  Here  is  Natty  will  take  the  tidings 
of  tfay  wel&rc  to  thy  friend ;  and  should'st  thou  require  it,  thou 
shalt  return  home  in  the  morning," 

Hie  young  man  succeeded  in  extricating  his  hand  from  the 
irann  grasp  of  the  Judge,  but  hu  continued  to  gaze  on  the 
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fece  of  the  female,  who,  regardless  of  the  cold,  was  still  standing 
with  her  fine  features  exposed,  which  expressed  feelings  that 
eloquently  seconded  the  request  of  her  father.  Leather-stocking 
stood,  in  the  meantime,  leaning  upon  his  long  rifle,  with  hb 
head  turned  a  little  to  one  side,  as  if  engaged  in  sagacious 
musing ;  when,  having  apparently  satisfied  his  doubts,  by  revolv- 
ing the  subject  in  his  mind,  he  broke  silence. 

"  It  may  be  best  to  go,  lad,  after  all ;  for  if  the  shot  hangs 
under  the  skin,  my  hand  is  getting  too  old  to  be  cutting  into 
human  flesh,  as  I  once  used  to.  Though  some  thirty  years 
agone,  in  the  old  war,  when  I  was  out  under  Sir  William,  I 
travelled  seventy  miles  alone  in  the  howling  wilderness,  with  a 
rifle  bullet  in  my  tliigh,  and  then  cut  it  out  with  my  own  jack- 
knife.  Old  Indian  John  knows  the  time  well.  I  met  him  with 
a  party  of  the  Delawares,  on  the  trail  of  the  Iroquois,  who  had 
been  down  and  taken  five  scalps  on  the  Schoharie.  But  I  made 
a  mark  on  the  red-skin  that  Til  warrant  ho  carried  to  his  grave ! 
I  took  him  on  his  posteerum,  sa\ing  the  lady's  presence,  as  he 
got  up  from  the  ambushment,  and  rattled  three  buck  shot  into 
his  naked  hide,  so  close,  that  you  might  have  laid  a  broad  joe 
upon  them  all — "  here  Natty  stretched  out  his  long  neck,  and 
straightened  his  body,  as  he  opened  his  mouth,  which  exposed 
a  single  tusk  of  yellow  bone,  while  his  eyes,  his  face,  even  his 
whole  frame  seemed  to  laugh,  although  no  sound  was  emitted, 
except  a  kind  of  thick  hissing,  as  he  inhaled  his  breath  in 
quavers.  "  I  had  lost  my  bullet  mould  in  crossing  the  Oneida 
outlet,  and  had  to  make  shift  with  the  buck-shot ;  but  the  rifle 
was  true,  and  didn't  scatter  like  your  two-legged  thing  there, 
Judge,  which  don't  do,  I  find,  to  hunt  in  company  with." 

Natty's  apology  to  the  delicacy  of  the  young  lady  was  unne- 
cessary, for,  while  he  was  speaking,  she  was  too  much  employed 
in  helping  her  father  to  remove  certain  articles  of  baggage  to 
hear  him.  Unable  to  resist  the  kind  urgency  of  the  travellers 
any  longer,  the  youth,  though  still  with  an  unaccountable 
reluctance,  suffered  himself  to  be  persuaded  to  enter  the  sleigh. 
The  black,  with  the  aid  of  his  master,  threw  the  buck  acrom  tho 
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baggage,  nud  entering  the  vehicle  tbemselvcs,  the  Judge  invited 
tlio  hunter  to  du  bo  likewise. 

"  No,  no,"  aaid  the  old  mnn,  eliaking  hia  head ;  "  1  have  work 
to  do  at  home  thia  Chiistnias  eve — drive  on  wiili  the  boy,  and 
let  your  doctor  look  to  the  shoulder ;  though  if  he  will  only  cut 
out  the  shot,  I  have  yarbs  that  will  heal  the  wound  quicker 
thnn  all  hia  foreign  'intments."  He  turned,  and  was  about  to 
move  ofl^  when,  suddenly  recollecting  himself,  ho  again  faced 
the  party,  and  added — "  If  you  see  aiiytliing  of  ludian  John, 
about  the  foot  of  the  lake,  you  had  better  take  him  with  you, 
and  let  bim  lend  tlie  doctor  a  hand ;  for  old  as  he  is,  he  la 
curious  at  cuts  and  bruises,  and  it's  likelier  than  not  he'll  be  in 
with  brooms  to  sweep  your  Christmas  ha'arths." 

"Stop,  stop,"  cried  the  youth,  catching  the  arm  of  the  black 
as  he  prepared  to  urge  his  horses  foi  ward ;  "  Natty — you  need 
Bay  nothing  of  the  shot,  nor  of  where  I  am  going — remember, 
Natty,  as  you  love  me." 

"Tiuat  old  Leather's tocking,"  returned  the  hunter,  signifi- 
cantly ;  ■*  he  hasn't  lived  fifty  years  in  the  wilderness,  and  no* 
lomt  from  the  savages  how  to  hold  bis  tongue — trust  to  me,  lad  ; 
and  remember  old  Indian  John." 

"  And,  Natty,"  said  the  youth  eagerly,  still  holding  the  black 
by  the  arm, "  I  will  just  get  llie  shot  extracted,  and  bring  you 
up  lo-night,  a  quai-ter  of  the  buck,  for  the  Christmas  dinner." 

He  was  interrupted  by  the  hunter,  who  held  up  his  finger 
with  an  expressive  gesture  for  silence.  Ho  then  moved  softly 
along  the  margin  of  the  road,  keeping  his  eyes  steadfastly  fixed 
on  the  branches  of  a  pine.  When  he  h;id  obtained  such  a 
poeititm  as  he  wished,  he  stopped,  and  cocking  hia  ride,  threw 
one  leg  far  behind  him,  and  stretching  his  left  arm  to  its  utmost 
extent  along  the  barrel  of  his  piece,  he  began  slowly  to  raise  ita 
muzzle  in  a  line  with  the  straight  trunk  of  the  trc«.  The  eyea 
of  the  grouji  in  the  sleigh  naturally  preceded  the  movement  of 
the  rifle,  and  they  soon  discovered  Uie  object  of  Natty'a  aim. 
On  a  small  dead  branch  of  the  pine,  which,  at  the  distance  of 
Mrenty  feet  from  the  ground,  shot  out  horizontally,  immediately 
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beneftth  the  living  membeis  of  the  tree,  sat  a  bird,  tbat  in  the 
vulgar  language  of  the  country  was  iDdiscriminately  called  a 
pheasant  or  a  partridge.  In  size,  it  was  but  little  smaller  than 
a  common  barn-yard  fowl.  The  baying  of  the  dogs,  and  the 
conversatjon  that  liad  passed  near  the  root  of  the  tree  on  which 
it  was  perched,  had  alarmed  the  bird,  which  was  now  drawn  up 
near  the  body  of  the  pine,  with  a  head  and  neck  so  er^ct,  as  to 
fonn  nfiarly  a  straight  line  with  ils  legs.  As  soon  as  the  rifle 
bore  on  the  victim,  Natty  drew  his  tri^er,  and  the  partridge 
fell  from  its  height  with  a  force  that  buried  it  in  the  snow. 

"  Lie  donn,  you  old  villain,"  exclaimed  Leather-stocking, 
shaking  his  ramrod  at  TIector  as  he  bounded  towards  the  foot  of 
the  tree,  "  lie  down,  I  say."  The  dog  obeyed,  and  Natty  pro- 
ceeded with  great  rapidity,  though  with  the  nicest  accuracy,  to 
reload  his  piece.  When  this  was  ended,  ho  took  up  his  game, 
and  showing  it  to  the  party  without  a  head,  lie  cried — "  Here  is 
a  titbit  for  an  old  man's  Christinas — never  mind  the  venison, 
boy,  and  remember  Indian  John  ;  his  yarbs  are  better  than  nil 
the  foreign  'intinents.  Here,  Judge,"  iiolding  up  the  bird  again, 
"  do  you  think  a  smooth-bore  would  pick  game  off  their  roost, 
and  not  ruffle  a  feather)"  The  old  man  gave  another  of  his 
remarkable  laughs,  which  partook  so  largely  of  exultation,  mirlh, 
and  irony,  and  shaking  his  head,  he  turned,  with  hi^^  rifle  at  a 
trail,  and  moved  into  the  forest  with  steps  that  were  between  a 
walk  and  a  trot.  At  each  movement  he  made,  his  body  low- 
ered several  inches,  his  knees  yielding  with  an  inclination 
inwards ;  but  as  the  sleigh  turned  at  a  bend  in  the  road,  the 
youth  cast  his  eyes  in  quest  of  his  old  companion,  and  he  saw 
that  he  was  already  nearly  concealed  by  the  trunks  of  the  trees, 
while  his  dogs  were  following  quietly  in  his  footsteps,  occasion- 
ally scenting  the  deer  track,  that  they  seemed  to  know  instinc- 
tively was  now  of  no  further  use  to  them.  Another  jerk  waa 
given  to  the  sleigh,  and  Lfnther -stocking  was  hid  from  view. 
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Air  anceator  of  Mannaduke  Temple  bad,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years  before  the  commencement  of  our  tale,  come  to 
the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  a  friend  and  co-religionist  of  ita 
great  patron.  Old  Marnuuluke,  for  this  formidable  prenomen 
was  a  hind  of  appellative  to  the  race,  brought  with  him,  to  that 
uylum  of  the  persecuted,  an  abundance  of  tlio  good  things  of 
this  life.  He  became  the  master  of  many  thousands  of  acres  of 
uninhabited  territory,  and  the  supporter  of  many  a  score  of 
dependents,  lie  lived  greatly  reitpected  for  his  piE>ty,nnd  not  a 
liUle  distinguished  as  a  sectary  :  was  intrusted  by  his  associates 
with  many  important  political  stations ;  and  died  just  in  tJme  to 
eacape  the  knowledge  of  his  own  poverty.  It  was  his  lot  to 
■hare  the  fortune  of  most  of  those  who  brought  wealth  with  them 
into  the  new  settlements  of  ibe  middle  colonies. 

The  consequence  of  an  emigrant  into  these  provinces  was 
generally  to  be  ascertained  by  the  number  of  his  white  aervanta 
or  dependents,  and  tiie  nature  oflhe  public  situations  that  he  held. 
Taking  this  rule  as  a  guide,  the  ancestor  of  our  Judge  must  have 
been  a  man  of  no  little  note. 

It  is,  however,  a  subject  of  curious  inquiry  at  the  present  day, 
to  look  into  the  brief  records  of  that  early  period,  and  observe 
bow  regular,  and  with  few  exceptions  how  inevitable,  were  the 
gradations,  on  the  one  hand,  of  the  masters  to  poverty,  and  on 
the  other,  of  ^eir  servants  to  wealth.  Accustomed  to  ease,  and 
unequal  to  the  struggles  incident  to  an  inlant  sodety,  the  afflu- 
ent emigrant  was  barely  enabled  to  maintain  his  own  rank,  bv 


30  THB     PIOHE1R8. 

the  weight  of  bi«  petsonsi  tuperiont;  and  acqaireracinls ;  btrt 
the  moment  that  his  head  was  laid  in  the  grave,  his  indolent 
and  comparativelj  uneducated  o^pring  vere  compelled  to 
peld  precedency  to  the  more  active  energies  of  a  class,  whoso 
exertions  had  been  stimulated  by  necessity.  This  is  a  very 
common  course  of  things,  even  in  the  present  state  of  the  Union ; 
but  it  was  peculiarly  the  fortunes  of  the  two  extremes  of  society, 
in  tbe  peaceful  and  unenterprising  colonies  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jereey. 

The  posterity  of  Marioadulte  did  not  escape  the  common  lot 
of  those  who  depend  rather  on  their  hereditary  possessions  than 
on  thdr  own  powers ;  and  in  the  third  generation  they  had 
descended  to  a  point,  below  which,  in  this  happy  country,  it  is 
barely  possible  for  honesty,  intellect,  and  sobriety  to  fell.  The 
same  pride  of  family  that  had,  by  its  self-satisfied  indolence, 
conduced  to  aid  their  fall,  now  became  a  principle  to  stimulate 
them  to  endeavor  to  rise  again.  The  feeling,  from  being  morbid, 
was  changed  to  a  healthful  and  active  desire  to  emulate  the 
character,  the  condition,  and,  peradvcnture,  the  wealth  of  their 
ancestors  also.  It  was  the  father  of  our  new  aci^uaintjuice,  the 
Judge,  who  first  begun  to  re-ascend  in  the  scale  of  society ;  and 
in  this  undertaking  he  was  not  a  little  assisted  by  a  marriage, 
which  aided  in  furnishing  the  means  of  educating  his  only  son 
in  a  rather  better  mannur  than  the  low  state  of  the  common 
icliools  in  Pennsylvania  could  promise  ;  or  than  had  been  the 
practice  in  the  &mily,  for  the  two  or  three  preceding  genera- 

At  the  school  where  the  reviving  prosperity  of  his  &ther  was 
enabled  to  maintain  him,  young  Marmaduke  formed  an  inti- 
macy with  ft  youth  whose  years  were  about  equal  to  his  owa 
This  was  a  fortunate  connexion  for  our  Judge,  and  paved  the 
way  to  most  of  hia  future  elevation  in  life. 

There  was  not  only  great  wealth,  but  high  court  interest, 
among  the  connexions  of  Edward  Effingham.  They  were  one 
of  the  few  bmilies  then  resident  in  the  colonics,  who  thought  i( 
K  d^radation  to  its  members  to  deacend  to  the  puranita  of  com- 
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merce;  and  nlio  never  emerged  from  the  privacy  of  domestic 
life,  unless  to  preside  in  the  councils  of  the  colony,  or  to  bear 
arms  in  her  defence.  The  latter  had,  from  youth,  been  the  only 
employment  of  Edward's  father.  Military  rank  under  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  was  atliuned  with  innch  longer  probation,  and 
by  much  moro  toilsome  services,  sixty  years  ago,  than  at  the 
present  time.  Years  wore  passed  without  murmuring,  in  the 
subordinate  grades  of  the  service  ;  and  those  soldiers  who  were 
stationed  in  tiie  colonies  felt,  when  they  obtained  the  command 
of  a  company,  that  they  were  entitled  to  receive  the  greatest 
deference  from  the  peaceful  occupants  of  the  soil.  Any  one  of 
our  readers  who  has  occasion  to  cross  the  Niagara,  may  easily 
observe  not  only  tie  self-im|)ortance,  hut  the  real  estimation 
enjoyed  by  tlie  humblest  representative  of  the  crown,  even  in 
that  polar  region  of  royal  sunshine.  Such,  and  at  no  very  dis- 
tant period,  was  the  respect  paid  to  the  military  in  these  states, 
where  now,  happily,  no  symbol  of  war  is  ever  seen,  unless  at  the 
free  and  fearless  voice  of  their  people.  When,  therefore,  the 
bxher  of  Marmaduke's  friend,  after  forty  years'  service,  retired 
with  the  rank  of  Major,  tn^ntnining  in  his  domestic  establish- 
ment a  comparative  splendor,  he  became  a  man  of  the  first  con- 
sideration in  his  native  colony — which  was  that  of  New  York. 
He  bad  served  with  fidelity  and  courage,  and  having  been, 
according  to  the  custom  of  Uie  provinces,  intrusted  with  com- 
mands much  superior  to  those  to  which  ho  was  entitled  by  rank, 
with  reputation  also.  When  Major  Effingham  yielded  to  the 
dwms  of  age,  he  retired  with  dignity,  refusing  his  half-pay  or 
any  other  com|>ensation  for  services,  that  he  felt  he  could  no 
longer  peribrm. 

The  ministry  proffered  various  ci\il  offices,  which  yielded  not 
only  honor  but  profit ;  but  he  declined  tliein  all,  witli  the 
cliivalrous  independence  and  loyalty  that  had  marked  his  cha- 
ractur  through  life.  Tlie  veteran  soon  caused  this  act  of  patriotic 
dtsinlerestedijeta  to  be  followed  by  another  of  private  munificence, 
that,  however  little  it  accorded  with  prudence,  was  in  perfect 
oonfbrmity  with  tlje  simple  integrity  of  his  own  views. 
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The  friend  of  MHrmaduke  naa  his  only  child ;  nod  to  this 
SOD,  on  his  mnrriage  with  a  lady  to  whom  the  father  was  par- 
ticularly partial,  the  Major  gave  a  complete  conveyance  of  his 

whole  estate,  canaisting  of  moneys  in  the  funds,  a  town  and 
country  residence,  sundry  valunblc  fHrms  in  the  old  parts  of  the 
colony,  and  large  tracts  of  wild  land  in  the  new ; — in  this  man- 
ner throwing  himself  upon  the  filial  piety  of  his  child  for  his  own 
fnture  maintenance.  Major  EtSngham,  in  declining  the  liberal 
offers  of  the  British  ministry,  had  subjected  himself  to  the  sus- 
picion of  having  attained  his  dotage,  by  all  those  who  throng 
the  avenues  to  court  patronage,  even  in  the  remotest  corners  of 
that  ^■ftst  empire ;  but,  when  he  thus  voluntarily  stripped  himself 
of  his  great  personal  wealth,  the  remainder  of  the  community 
seemed  instinctively  to  adopt  the  conclusion  also,  that  he  had 
reached  a  second  childhood.  This  may  explain  the  fact  of  his 
importance  rapidly  declining ;  and,  if  privacy  was  his  object,  the 
veteran  had  soon  a  free  indulgence  of  his  wishes.  Whatever 
views  the  world  might  entertain  of  this  act  of  the  Major,  to  him- 
self and  to  his  child  it  seemed  no  more  than  a  natural  gift  by 
a  futher,  of  those  immuniUes  which  he  could  no  longer  enjoy  or 
improve,  to  a  son,  who  was  formed,  b:>th  by  nature  and  educa- 
tion, to  do  both.  Tl»e  younger  Effingham  did  not  object  to  the 
amount  of  the  donation ;  for  he  felt  that  while  his  parent 
reserved  a  moral  control  over  his  actions,  he  was  relieving  him- 
self from  a  fatjguing  bur<len :  such,  indeed,  wai  the  confidence 
existing  between  them,  that  to  neither  did  it  seem  anything 
more  than  remo\'ing  money  from  one  pocket  to  another. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  young  man,  on  coming  into 
possession  of  his  wealth,  was  to  seek  his  early  friend,  with  a  view 
to  offer  any  aasistance  that  it  was  now  in  his  power  to  hestow 

The  dc.ith  of  Mannaduke's  father,  and  the  consequent  divi- 
non  of  his  small  estate,  rendered  such  an  offer  extremely  accept- 
able to  the  young  Pennsylvanian  :  he  felt  his  own  powers,  and 
saw,  not  only  the  excellences,  but  the  foibles,  in  the  character  of 
nis  friend.  Effingham  was  by  nature  indolent,  confiding,  and  at 
timed  impetuons  and  indiscreet ;  but  Marmaduhe  waa  uniformly 
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equable,  penetrating,  ami  full  of  activity  and  enterprise.  To  the 
latter,  therefore,  the  assistance,  or  rather  connexion,  tliat  was 
proffered  to  liirii,  seemed  to  produce  a  mutual  advantage.  Tt 
VRs  cheerfully  accepte<l,  and  the  arrangement  of  its  conditions 
was  easily  completed.  A  mercantile  house  was  established  in 
the  metropolis  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the  avails  of  Mr.  Effingham'ii 
personal  property  ;  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  which  was  put  into  tlie 
possession  of  Temple,  who  was  the  only  ostensible  proprietor  in 
the  concern,  while,  in  secret,  the  other  wna  entitled  Co  an  equal 
participation  in  the  profits.  This  connexion  was  thus  kept  pri- 
vate for  two  reasons ;  one  of  which,  in  the  freedom  of  their 
intercourse,  was  frankly  avowed  to  Marmnduke,  while  the  other 
continued  profoundly  hid  in  the  bosom  of  his  friend.  The  last 
was  nothing  more  than  pride.  To  the  descendant  of  a  line  of 
soldiers,  commerce,  even  in  that  indirect  manner,  seemed  a 
degrading  p\irsuit ;  but  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  disclo- 
sure existed  in  the  prejudices  of  his  father. 

We  have  already  said  that  Major  Effingham  had  served 
as  a  soldier  with  reputation.  On  one  occasion,  while  in  con)- 
mand  on  the  western  frontier  of  Pennsylvania,  against  a  league 
of  the  French  and  Indians,  not  only  his  glory,  but  the  safety  of 
himself  and  his  troops  were  jeoparded,  by  the  peaceful  policy 
of  that  colony.  To  the  soldier,  this  was  an  unpardonable  offence. 
He  was  fighting  in  their  defence — ho  knew  that  the  mild  prin- 
ciples of  this  little  nation  of  practi  'al  Christians  would  be  disre- 
garded by  their  subtle  and  malignant  enemies  ;  and  he  felt  the 
injury  the  more  deeply,  because  he  saw  that  the  avowed  object 
of  the  colonists,  in  withholding  their  succors,  would  only  have 
a  tendency  to  expose  his  command,  without  preserving  the 
peace.  The  soldier  succeeded,  nfter  a  desperate  conflict,  iu 
extricating  himself,  with  a  handful  of  hia  men,  from  their  mur- 
derous enemy ;  but  he  never  ftirgave  the  people  who  had 
exposed  him  to  a  danger  which  they  left  him  to  combat  alone. 
It  was  in  vwQ  to  tell  him  that  they  had  no  agency  in  his  bein^ 
placed  on  their  frontier  at  all ;  it  was  evidently  for  their  benefit 
that  ha  had  been  so  placed,  and  it  was  their  "  religious  duty,"  so 
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the  Major  always  expressed  it,  ^  it  was  their  religious  duty  to 
have  supported  him." 

At  no  tame  was  the  old  soldier  an  admirer  of  the  peaceful 
disciples  of  Fox.  Their  disciplmed  habits,  both  of  mind  and 
body,  had  endowed  them  with  great  physical  perfection ;  and 
the  eye  of  the  veteran  was  apt  to  scan  the  fair  proportions  and 
athletic  frames  of  the  colonists,  with  a  look  that  seemed  to  utter 
volumes  of  contempt  for  their  moral  imbecility.  He  was  also  a 
little  addicted  to  the  expression  of  a  belief  that,  where  there 
was  so  great  an  observance  of  the  externals  of  religion,  there 
could  not  be  much  of  the  substance.  It  is  not  our  task  to 
explain  what  is,  or  what  ought  to  be,  the  substance  of  Christian* 
ity,  but  merely  to  record  in  this  place  the  opinions  of  Major 
Effingham. 

Knowing  the  sentiments  of  the  father  in  relation  to  this  peo- 
ple, it  was  no  wonder  that  the  son  hesitated  to  avow  his 
connexion  with,  nay,  even  his  dependence  on  the  integrity  of^  a 
quaker. 

It  has  been  said  that  Marmaduke  deduced  his  origin  from 
the  contemporaries  and  friends  of  Penn.  His  father  had  mar- 
ried without  the  pale  of  the  church  to  which  he  belonged,  and 
had,  in  this  manner,  forfeited  some  of  the  privileges  of  his  off- 
spring. Still,  as  young  Marmaduke  was  educated  in  a  colony 
and  society,  where  even  the  ordinary  intercourse  between  friends 
was  tinctured  with  the  aspect  of  this  mild  religion,  his  habits 
and  language  were  somewhat  marked  by  its  peculiarities. 
His  own  marriage  at  a  future  day  with  a  lady  without,  not  only 
the  pale,  but  the  influence  of  this  sect  of  religionists,  had  a  ten- 
dency, it  is  true,  to  weaken  his  early  impressions;  still  he 
retained  them  in  some  degree  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  and 
was  observed  uniformly,  when  much  interested  or  agitated,  to 
speak  in  the  language  of  his  youth.  But  this  is  anticipating  our 
tile. 

When  Marmaduke  first  became  the  partner  of  young  Effing- 
ham, he  was  quite  the  quaker  in  externals ;  and  it  was  too  dan- 
gerous an  experiment  for  the  son  to  think  of  encountering  the 


prejudices  of  the  fether  on  this  Buliject  TLc  conncxioD,  therefore, 
remained  a  profound  secret  to  all  but  those  who  were  interested 
in  it. 

For  a  few  years,  Marmaduke  directed  the  bommercial  opera- 
tions of  his  house  with  a  prudence  and  sagacity  that  afforded 
rich  returns.  He  married  the  kdy  we  have  mentioned,  who 
was  the  mother  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  visits  of  his  friend  were 
becoming  more  frequtnt.  There  was  a  speedy  prospect  of 
removing  the  veil  from  their  intercourse,  as  ~ts  advantages 
became  each  hour  more  apparent  to  Mr.  Effingham,  wjien  the 
troubles  that  preceded  the  war  of  the  revolution  extended  them- 
selves to  an  alarming  degree. 

Educated  in  tlie  most  dependent  loyalty,  Mr.  Effingham  had, 
fivm  the  commencement  of  the  disputes  between  the  colonists 
and  the  crown,  warmly  maintained  what  ho  believed  to  be  the 
just  prerogatives  of  bis  prince ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
dear  head  and  independent  mind  of  Temple  bad  induced  him 
to  espouse  the  cause  of  tlie  people.  Doth  might  have  been 
influenced  by  early  impressions ;  fur,  if  the  son  of  the  loyal  and 
gallant  soldier  bowed  in  implicit  obedience  (o  the  will  of  his 
sovereign,  the  descendant  of  the  persecuted  follower  of  Penn 
looked  back,  wilh  a  liltie  bitterness,  to  the  unmerited  wrongs 
that  had  been  heaped  upon  his  ancestors. 

lliis  difference  in  opinion  had  long  been  a  subject  of 
amicable  dispute  between  them ;  but,  ktterly,  the  contest  was 
getting  to  be  too  important  to  admit  of  trivial  discussions  on  the 
part  of  Marmaduke,  whose  acute  discernment  was  already  catch- 
ing fsint  glimmerings  of  the  important  events  that  were  in  em- 
bryo. The  sparks  of  dissension  soon  kindled  into  a  blaze ;  and 
the  colonies,  or  rather,  as  they  (quickly  declared  themselves,  thk 
STATES,  became  a  scene  of  strife  and  bloodshed  for  years. 

A  short  time  before  the  battle  of  Lexington,  Mr.  Effingham, 
already  a  widower,  transmitted  to  Marmaduke,  for  safe-keeping, 
all  his  valuable  effects  and  papers  ;  and  left  the  colony  without 
his  father.  The  war  had,  however,  scarcely  commenced  in 
earnest,  when  he  re-appeared  in  New  Vork,  wearing  the  livery 
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of  his  king  ;  aDd,  in  a  short  time,  he  took  the  field  at  the  head 
of  a  provincial  corps.  In  the  meantime,  Marmaduke  had  com- 
pletely committed  himself  in  the  cause,  as  it  was  then  called,  of 
the  rebellion.  Of  course,  all  intercourse  between  the  friends 
ceased — on  the  part  of  Colonel  Effingham  it  was  unsought,  and 
on  that  of  Marmiiduke  tliere  was  a  cautious  reserve.  It  soon 
became  necessary  far  tlio  latter  to  abandon  the  capital  of  Phila- 
delphia  ;  but  he  had  taken  the  precaution  to  remove  the  whole 
of  his  effects  beyond  the  reach  of  the  royal  forces,  including  the 
papers  of  his  friend  also.  There  he  continued  8e^^'ing  his 
country  during  the  struggle,  in  various  civil  capacities,  and 
always  with  dignity  and  usefulness.  While,  however,  he  dis- 
charged his  functions  with  credit  and  fidelity,  Marmaduke  never 
seemed  to  lose  siglit  of  his  own  interests  ;  for,  when  the  estates 
of  the  adherents  of  the  crown  fell  under  the  hammer,  by  the 
ads  of  confiscation,  he  appeared  in  New  York,  and  became  the 
purchaser  of  extensive  possessions  at  comparatively  low  prices. 

It  is  true  that  Marmaduke,  by  thus  purchasing  estates  that 
had  been  wrested  by  violence  from  others,  rendered  himself 
obnoxious  to  the  censures  of  that  sect  which,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  discards  its  children  from  a  full  participation  in  the  family 
union,  seems  ever  unwilling  to  abandon  them  entirely  to  the 
world.  But  cither  his  success,  or  the  frequency  of  the  trans- 
gression in  others,  soon  wiped  off  this  slight  stain  from  liis 
chai'BCter  ;  and,  although  there  were  »  few  who,  dissatisfied  with 
their  own  fortunes,  or  conscious  of  their  own  demerits,  would 
make  dark  hinta  couceming  the  sudden  prosperity  of  theunpor- 
tioncd  quaker,  yet  his  services,  and  possibly  his  wealth,  soon 
drove  the  recollection  of  these  vague  conjectures  from  men's 
minds. 

When  the  war  ended,  and  the  independenceof  the  States  was 
acknowledged,  Mr.  Temple  turned  his  attention  from  the  pur- 
suit of  commerce,  which  was  then  fluctuating  and  uncertain,  to 
the  settlement  of  those  tracts  of  lind  which  he  had  purchased. 
Aided  by  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  directed  by  the  sugges- 
tions of  a  strong  and  pmctical  reason,  his  enterprise  throve  to  a 
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degree,  that  tbe  dimate  anil  rugged  face  of  the  country  wliiclr 
hd  selected  would  seem  to  forbid.  Hia  property  increai>«d  in  a 
tenfold  ratio,  and  he  waa  already  ranked  among  the  roosl 
wealthy  and  imiwrtant  of  hia  countrymen.  To  inherit  this 
wealth  he  Lad  but  one  child — the  daughter  whom  we  have 
introduced  to  the  reader,  and  whom  lie  was  now  conveying  from 
school  to  preside  over  a  household  that  had  too  long  wanted  a 
mistress. 

When  the  district  Id  which  liis  estales  lay  had  become  suf- 
ficiently jwpulous  to  be  set  off  as  a  county,  Mr.  Temple  had, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  new  settlements,  been  selected 
to  fill  its  highest  judicial  station.  This  might  make  a  Templar 
smile  ;  but,  in  addition  to  the  apology  of  necessity,  there  is  ever 
a  dignity  in  talents  and  experience  that  is  commonly  sufficient, 
in  any  station,  for  the  protection  of  its  possessor  ;  and  Manna- 
duke,  more  fortunate  in  his  native  clearness  of  mind  than  tlie 
judge  of  King  Charles,  not  only  decided  right,  but  was  gene- 
rally able  to  give  a  very  good  reason  for  it.  At  all  events,  such 
was  the  universal  practice  of  the  country  aud  the  times  ;  and 
Judge  Temple,  so  fur  from  ranking  among  the  lowest  of  his 
judicial  contemporaries  in  the  ccnrts  of  the  new  counties,  felt 
himself,  and  was  unanimously  acknowledged  to  be,  among  the 
firat 

We  shall  hero  close  this  brief  explanation  of  the  history  and 
character  of  some  of  our  personages,  leaving  them  in  future  to 
■peak  and  act  for  themselves. 


Sous  little  wliile  elapsed  ere  Miinnaduko  Temple  was  snffl- 
cicntly  recovered  from  his  ngitatjon  to  scan  the  pereon  of  hie 
Dew  compaoioD,  Ue  now  observed  that  lie  was  a  youth  of 
Mmc  two  or  three  and  twenty  years  of  age,  and  rather  above 
the  middle  height  Further  observation  was  prevented  hj  the 
rough  overcoat  which  was  be lC«d  close  to  his  form  by  a  worsted 
sash,  much  like  the  one  worn  by  the  old  hunter.  The  eyes  of 
the  Judge,  after  resting  a  moment  on  the  figure  of  the  stranger, 
were  raised  to  a  scrutiny  of  his  countenance.  There  had  been 
a  look  of  care,  visible  in  the  features  of  the  youth,  when  he  first 
entered  the  sleigh,  that  had  not  only  attractt'd  the  notice  of 
Elixabetli,  but  which  she  had  been  much  puzzled  to  interpret. 
Ilia  anxiety  seemed  the  strongest  when  he  was  enjoining  his 
old  companion  to  secresy ;  and  even  when  he  had  decided,  and 
was  rather  passively  sutlering  himself  to  be  conveyed  to  tlie 
village,  the  expression  of  his  eyes  by  no  means  indicated  any 
great  degree  of  self-satisfaction  at  the  step.  But  the  lines  of  an 
uncommonly  prepossessing  countenance  were  grada^lly  becom- 
ing composed  ;  and  ho  now  sat  silent,  and  apparently  musing. 
The  Judge  gazed  at  him  for  some  time  with  earnestness,  and 
then  smihng,  as  if  at  his  own  forgetful ness,  he  said — 

**  I  believe,  my  young  friend,  that  terror  has  driven  you  from 


my  recollection ;  jour  f&ce  is  veiy  familiar,  and  yet  for  the 
bonor  of  a  score  of  bucks'  tails  in  my  cap,  I  could  not  tell  your 
name." 

"  I  came  into  tbe  country  but  three  weeks  Biuoe,"  returned 
the  youth  coldly,  "and  1  underetand you  have  beenabaenttwim 
that  time." 

"It  will  be  five  to-morrow.  Yet  your  face  is  one  that  I  have 
Ken ;  though  it  would  not  be  strange,  such  lias  been  my 
affright,  should  I  see  thee  in  thy  winding-sheet  walking  by  my 
bedside  to  night.  What  say'st  thou,  Bess  ?  Am  I  compos 
mentis  or  not ! — Fit  to  chaise  a  grand  jury,  or,  what  is  just  now 
of  more  pressing  necessity,  able  to  do  the  honors  of  a  Christmas- 
eve  in  the  hall  of  TempletonT 

"  More  able  to  do  either,  my  dear  Father,"  said  a  playftil 
voice  from  under  the  ample  inclosures  of  the  hood,  "  than  to 
kill  deer  with  a  smooth-bore."  A  short  pause  followed,  and  the 
same  voice,  but  in  a  different  accent,  contjnued — "We  shall 
have  good  reasons  for  our  thank^ving  to  night,  on  more 
accounts  than  one." 

The  horses  soon  reached  a  point  where  they  seemed  to  know 
by  instjnt^  tliat  the  journey  was  nearly  ended,  and  bearing  on 
the  bits  as  they  tossed  their  beads,  they  rapidly  drew  the  sleigh 
over  the  level  land  which  lay  on  the  top  of  the  mountdn,  and 
soon  came  to  the  point  where  the  road  descended  suddenly,  but 
circuitously,  into  the  valley. 

The  Judge  was  roused  from  his  reflections,  when  he  saw  tbe 
four  columns  of  smoke  which  floated  above  his  own  chimneys. 
As  house,  village,  and  valley  buret  on  his  sight,  he  exclaimed 
cheerfully  to  his  daughter — 

"8ee,  Bess,  there  is  tby  resting-place  for  life! — And  thine, 
too,  young  roan,  if  thou  wilt  consent  to  dwell  with  us." 

Tbe  eyes  of  his  audilore  involuntarily  met;  and  if  the  color 
that  gathered  over  the  face  of  Elizabeth  was  contradicted  by  tbe 
cold  expression  of  her  eye,  the  ambiguous  smile  that  again  played 
about  the  lips  of  tbe  stranger,  seemed  equally  to  deny  the  pro- 
bability of  his  consenting  to  form  one  of  this  family  group.    The 
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scene  wns  one,  however,  wliich  might  easily  warm  a  beart  lea 
Ipven  to  philanthropy  than  that  of  Marmaduke  Temple. 

The  side  of  the  mount«in  on  which  our  travelleis  were 
jouroeying,  though  not  absolutely  perpendicular,  wns  so  steep  as 
to  render  great  care  necessary  in  d<»cending  the  rude  and 
nftrrow  path,  which,  in  that  early  day,  wound  along  the 
predpioea.  The  negro  reined  in  his  impatient  steeds,  and  tjrae 
was  given  Elizabeth  to  dwell  on  a  scene  which  was  so  r.ipidly 
altering  under  the  hands  of  man,  that  it  only  resembled,  in  its 
outlines,  the  picture  she  had  so  often  studied  with  delight,  in 
childhood.  Immediately  beneath  them  lay  a  seeming  plain, 
glittering  without  inequality,  and  buried  in  mountains.  The 
latter  were  precipitous,  especially  on  the  side  of  the  plain,  and 
chiefly  in  forest.  Ilere  and  there  the  hills  fell  aw.iy  in  long, 
low  points,  and  broke  the  sameness  of  the  outline ;  or  setting  to 
the  long  and  wide  field  of  snow,  which,  without  Iionse,  tree, 
fenee,  or  any  other  fixture,  resembled  so  much  spotless  cloud 
settled  to  the  e.irth.  A  few  dark  and  moving  spots  were,  how- 
ever, visible  on  the  even  surface,  which  the  eye  of  Elizabeth  knew 
to  be  so  many  sleighs  going  their  several  ways,  to  or  from  the 
tillage.  On  the  western  border  of  the  plain,  the  mountains, 
though  equally  high,  were  less  precipitous,  and  as  they  receded, 
opened  into  irregular  valleys  and  glens,  or  were  formed  into 
terraces  and  hollows  that  admitted  of  cultivation.  Although  the 
evergreens  stiil  hold  dominion  over  many  of  the  hills  that  rose 
on  this  side  of  the  valley,  yet  the  undulating  outlines  of  the 
distant  mountains,  covered  with  forests  of  beech  and  maple, 
gave  a  relief  to  the  eye,  and  the  promise  of  a  kinder  soil. 
Occasionably  spots  of  white  were  discoverable  amidst  the  forests 
of  the  opposite  hills,  which  announced  by  the  smoke  that  curled 
over  the  tojie  of  the  trees,  the  habitations  of  man,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  agriculture.  These  spots  were  sometimes,  by 
the  aid  of  united  labor,  enlarged  into  what  were  called  settle- 
ments, but  more  frequently  were  small  and  insulated;  though 
so  rapid  were  the  changes,  and  so  persevering  the  Inborn  of  those 
who  hod  cast  their  fortunes  on  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  that 
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it  was  not  difficult  for  the  imagiuation  of  Elizabetli  to  conceive 
tbej  were  enlai^ng  under  Ler  eye,  wbilo  she  was  gazing,  io 
mute  vondcr,  at  tLu  alterations  tlint  a  few  short  yeara  had  made 
in  the  aspect  of  the  country.  The  points  on  the  western  aide 
of  thin  remarkable  plain,  on  which  no  plant  had  taken  root,  were 
both  larger  and  more  numerous  than  those  on  its  eaalcrn,  aitd 
one  in  particulnr  thrust  itself  forward  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
fonn  beautifully  curved  bays  of  snow  on  either  side.  On  its 
extTeme  end  an  oak  stretched  forward,  as  if  U>  overshadow,  with 
its  branches,  a  spot  wliich  ita  roots  were  forbidden  to  enter.  It 
bad  released  itself  front  the  thraldom  that  a  growth  of  centuries 
bad  imposed  on  the  branches  of  the  surrounding  forest  trees, 
and  threw  its  gnarled  and  fantastic  arms  abroad,  in  the  wildnesa 
of  liberty.  A  dark  Kpot  of  a  few  acres  in  extent  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  this  beiiutiful  flat,  and  immediately  under  the  feet 
of  our  travellere,  alone  showed  by  its  rippling  surface,  and  the 
vapors  which  exhaled  fi'oni  it,  that  what  at  first  niight  seem  a 
plain,  was  one  of  the  mountaiu  lakes,  locked  in  the  frosts  of 
winter.  A  narrow  current  rushed  impetuously  from  its  bosom 
at  the  open  place  we  have  mentioned,  and  was  to  be  traced,  for 
miles,  as  it  wound  its  way  towards  the  south  through  the  real 
valley,  by  its  borders  of  hemlock  and  pine,  and  by  the  vapor 
which  arose  from  its  warmer  surface  into  the  chill  atmosphere 
of  the  hills.  The  banks  of  Ibis  lovely  basin,  at  its  outlet,  or 
■outbem  end,  were  st«ep  but  not  high ;  and  in  that  direction 
the  land  continued,  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  a  narrow  but 
graceful  valley,  along  which  the  settlers  had  scattered  their  hum- 
ble habitations,  with  a  profusion  that  bespoke  the  quality  of  the 
soil,  and  the  comparative  facilities  of  intercourse. 

Immediately  on  the  bank  of  the  lake  and  at  its  foot,  stood  the 
villago  of  Templeton.  It  consisted  of  some  fifty  buildings, 
including  thosa  of  every  description,  chiefly  built  of  wood,  and 
which,  in  their  architecture,  bore  no  great  marks  of  taste,  but 
which  also,  by  the  unfinished  appearance  of  most  of  the  dwell- 
ings, indicated  tlie  hasty  manner  of  their  construction.  To  tbo 
eye,  tbey  presented  a  variety  of  colors.     A  few  were  white  io 


both  front  and  rear,  but  more  bore  that  expensive  coIcM'  on  th^ 
fronts  only,  while  their  ecoDomical  but  ambitious  owners  had 
covered  the  remaining  ndcs  of  the  edifices  with  a  din^  red. 
One  or  two  were  slowly  assuming  the  russet  of  age ;  while  the 
uncovered  beams  that  vfcre  to  be  seen  through  the  broken  win- 
dows of  their  second  stories,  showed  that  either  the  taste  or 
the  vanity  of  their  proprietors  had  led  tbcm  to  undertake  a 
ta&k  which  they  were  unable  to  accomplish.  The  whole  were 
grouped  in  a  manner  that  aped  tlie  stroeLs  of  a  city,  and  were 
evidently  so  arranged  by  the  directions  of  one  who  looked  to 
the  wants  of  posterity  rather  than  to  the  convenience  of  the 
present  incumbents.  Some  tlirce  or  four  of  the  better  sort  of 
buildings,  in  addition  to  (he  uniformity  of  their  color,  were 
fitted  with  green  blinds,  which,  at  that  season  at  least,  were 
rather  strangely  eontniated  to  the  chill  aspect  of  the  lake,  the 
mountains,  the  forests,  and  the  wide  fields  of  snow.  Before  the 
doors  of  these  pretending  dwellings  were  placed  a  few  saplings, 
either  without  branches,  or  poasessing  only  the  feeble  shoots  of 
one  or  two  summers'  growth,  that  looked  not  unlike  tall  grena- 
diers on  post  near  the  threshold  of  princes.  In  truth,  the  occu- 
pants of  these  f>t\'orcd  habitations  were  the  nobles  of  Temploton, 
as  Marmndukc  was  its  king.  They  were  the  dwellings  of  two 
young  men  who  were  cunning  in  the  law ;  an  equal  number  of 
that  cln^  who  cliaffercd  to  the  wants  of  the  community  under 
the  title  of  storekeepers ;  and  a  disciple  of  .^dculapius,  who, 
for  a  novelty,  brought  more  subjects  into  the  world  than  he 
sent  out  of  it  In  the  midst  of  this  incongmous  group  of  dwell- 
ings, rose  the  mansion  of  the  Judge,  towering  above  all  its 
neighbors.  It  stood  in  the  centre  of  an  inclosurc  of  several 
acres,  which  were  covered  vrilli  fruit  trees.  Some  of  the  latter 
had  been  left  by  the  Indians,  and  began  already  to  assume  the 
moss  and  inclination  of  age,  therein  forming  a  very  marked 
contrast  to  the  in&tnt  plantations  tliat  peered  over  most  of  tho 
jncketed  fences  of  the  village.  In  addiljon  to  this  show  of  cul- 
tivation, were  two  rows  of  young  Lombardy  poplars,  a  tree  but 
lately  introduced  into  America,  formally  lining  either  side  of  a 
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patliway,  which  led  from  a  gate  tbat  opened  on  the  principal 
street  to  the  front  door  of  the  building.  The  house  itaelf  had 
been  built  entirely  under  the  superintendence  of  a  certain  Mr. 
lUchard  Jones,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned,  and  who, 
from  his  cleverness  in  small  matters,  and  an  entire  willingness 
to  exert  his  talents,  added  to  the  drcumstance  of  their  being 
sistera'  children,  ordinarily  superintended  all  the  minor  concerns 
of  Marmaduke  Temple.  Richard  was  fond  of  saying,  that  this 
child  of  his  iuTention  consisted  of  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
what  should  form  the  ground-work  of  every  clergyman's  dis- 
course ;  viz.  a  firatly,  and  a  lastly.  Uo  had  commenced  his 
labors,  in  the  first  year  of  their  residence,  by  erecting  a  tall, 
gaunt  edifice  of  wood,  with  its  gable  towards  the  highway.  In 
this  shelter,  for  it  was  little  more,  the  family  resided  three 
years.  By  the  end  of  that  period,  Richard  had  completed  his 
design.  He  had  availed  himself,  in  this  heavy  undertaking,  of 
the  experience  of  a  certain  wandering  eastern  mechanic,  who, 
by  exhibiting  a  few  soiled  plates  of  English  architecture,  and 
talking  learnedly  of  friezes,  entablatures,  and  particularly  of  the 
composite  order,  had  obtained  a  very  undue  influence  over 
Richard's  taste,  in  everything  that  pertained  to  that  branch  of 
the  fine  arts.  Not  that  Mr.  Jones  did  not  affect  to  consider 
Hiram  Doolittle  a  perfect  empiric  in  his  profession,  being  in 
the  constant  habit  of  listening  to  his  treatises  on  architecture 
with  a  kind  of  indulgent  smile;  yet,  citlier  from  an  inabihty  to 
oppose  them  by  anything  plausible  from  his  own  stores  of 
learning,  or  from  secret  admiration,  Richard  generally  submitted 
to  the  arguments  of  his  coadjutor.  Together,  they  had  not 
only  erected  a  dwelling  for  Marmadulco,  but  they  bad  given  a 
fashion  to  the  architecture  of  the  whole  county.  The  compo- 
site order,  Mr.  Doolittle  would  contend,  was  an  order  composed 
of  many  others,  and  was  intended  to  be  the  most  useful  of  all, 
for  it  admitted  into  its  construction  such  alterations  as  conve- 
nience or  drcumstances  might  require.  To  this  proposition 
Richard  usually  assented  ;  and  when  rival  geniuses,  who  mono- 
polize not  only  all  the  reputation,  but  most  of  the  money  of  a 


neighborliood,  are  of  a  mind,  it  is  not  UDcomnioa  to  see  tliem 
l«ad  the  lasbion,  even  in  graver  matters.  In  iLe  present 
instance,  as  we  have  already  hinted,  the  castle,  as  Judge 
Templeton's  dwelling  was  termed  in  common  parlance,  came  to 
bo  the  model,  in  some  one  or  other  of  its  numerous  excellenoeB, 
{or  every  aspiring  edifice  within  twenty  miles  of  it. 

The  house  itself,  or  the  "  lastly,"  was  of  stone  ;  large,  square, 
and  far  from  uncomfortable.  Tliese  were  four  requisites,  on 
which  Marmaduke  had  insisted  with  a  little  more  than  his 
ordinary  pertinacity.  But  everything  else  was  peaceably 
assigned  to  Richard  and  his  associate.  These  worthies  found  the 
material  a  little  too  solid  for  the  tools  of  their  workmen,  which, 
in  general,  were  employed  on  a  substance  no  harder  than  the 
white  piue  of  the  adjacent  mounltuns,  a  wood  so  proverbially 
toft,  that  it  is  commonly  chosen  by  the  hunters  for  pillows. 
But  for  this  awkward  dilemma,  it  is  probable  that  the  ambitious 
tastes  of  our  two  architects  would  have  lefl  as  much  more  to 
do  in  the  way  of  description.  Driven  from  the  faces  of  the 
bouse  by  the  obduracy  of  the  material,  they  took  refuge  in  the 
porch  and  on  the  roof.  The  former,  it  was  decided,  should  be 
severely  classical,  and  the  latter  a  rare  specimen  of  tlie  merits  of 
the  composite  order. 

A  roof,  Richard  contended,  was  a  part  of  the  edifice  that  the 
ancients  always  endeavored  to  conceal,  it  being  an  excrescence  in 
architecture  that  was  only  to  bo  tolerated  on  account  of  its  use- 
liilness.  Besides,  ns  he  wittily  added,  a  chief  merit  in  a  dwell- 
ing was  to  present  a  front,  on  whichever  side  it  might  happen  to 
be  seen ;  (or  as  it  was  exposed  to  all  eyes  in  all  weathers,  there 
fchould  be  no  weak  flank  for  envy  or  unneighborly  criticism  to 
assail.  It  was  therefore  decided  that  the  roof  should  be  flat, 
and  with  four  faces.  To  this  arrangement,  Marmaduke  objected 
the  heavy  snows  that  lay  for  months,  frequently  covering  the 
earth  to  a  depth  c^  three  or  four  feet.  Happily,  the  facihties  of 
the  composite  order  presented  themselves  to  effect  a  compromise, 
and  the  raf^ra  were  lengthened,  so  as  to  give  a  descent  that 
should  carry  off  the  froicn  element     But  unluckily,  some  mi»- 


teke  was  niade  in  the  admeaBuremcnt  of  these  material  [inits  of 
the  bbric  :  and  as  one  of  the  greatest  rccomniendatioDsuflliruni 
was  hia  ability  to  work  by  the  "square  rule,"  no  opportunity 
was  found  of  discovering  the  effect  until  the  laassive  timbers 
were  raised,  on  the  four  avails  of  the  building.  Then,  iodeed,  it 
was  soon  seen,  that,  in  defiance  of  all  rule,  the  roof  was  by  £ir. 
the  most  conspicuous  part  of  the  whole  cdiGce.  liichard  and 
his  associate  consoled  themselves  with  the  beliv-fi  that  the  cover- 
ing would  aid  in  concealing  this  unnatural  elevation ;  but  every 
shingle  that  wns  laid  only  multiplied  objects  to  look  at.  Ri- 
chard essayed  lo  remedy  the  evil  with  paint,  and  four  differout 
colors  were  laid  on  by  hia  own  hands.  The  first  was  a  sky- 
blue,  in  the  vain  expectation  that  the  eye  might  be  chcntod 
into  the  belief  It  was  tlie  heavens  tlieiuselves  that  hung  so 
imposingly  over  Marmaduke's  dwelling ;  the  second  was  what 
be  called  a  "  cloud  ■color,"  being  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an 
imitation  of  smoke ;  the  third  was  wliat  Richard  tertued  an 
invisible  green,  an  experiment  that  did  not  succeed  agaicist  a 
bock-groutid  of  sky.  Abandoning  the  attempt  to  conceal,  our 
architecla  drew  upon  their  invention  for  means  to  ornament  the 
of&nsive  shingles.  After  much  delibcraljon  and  two  or  three 
essays  by  moonlight,  liichard  ended  the  affair  by  boldly  cover- 
ing the  whole  beneath  a  color  that  he  christened  "  sunshine," 
a  cheap  way,  as  he  assured  his  cousin,  the  Judge,  of  always 
keeping  fait  weather  over  his  head.  The  platform,  as  well  n.s 
the  eaves  of  the  house,  were  surmounted  by  gaudify  painted 
rwlings,  and  the  genius  of  Hiram  was  exerted  in  the  fabrication 
of  diveiB  urns  and  mouldings,  that  were  scattered  profu^i'Iv 
around  this  part  of  their  labors.  Richard  had  originally  a  cun- 
ning expedient,  by  which  the  chimneys  were  intended  to  be 
80  low,  and  so  situated,  as  to  resemble  ornaments  on  the  balus- 
trades :  but  comfort  required  tiiat  the  chimneys  should  ri!>o 
with  the  roof,  in  order  that  the  smoke  might  be  carried  off, 
snd  Uiey  thus  became  four  extremely  conspicuous  objects  in  thu 
view. 

As  this  roof  was  much    the  most  important  architectural 
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undertaking  in  which  Mr.  Jones  was  ever  engaged,  his  fiiilare 
produced  a  correspondent  d<^^ree  of  mortification.  At  first,  lie 
whispered  among  his  acquaintances,  that  it  proceeded  &om 
ignorance  of  the  square  rule  on  the  part  of  Hiram  ;  but  aa  bis 
eye  became  gradually  accustomed  to  the  object,  he  grew  better 
HBtisGed  with  lib  labors,  and  instead  of  apologizing  for  the 
defects,  ho  commenced  praising  the  beauties  of  the  mansion- 
house.  He  soon  found  hearers;  and,  as  wealth  and  comfort 
are  at  all  times  attractive,  it  was,  as  has  been  said,  made  a 
model  for  imitation  on  a  smal!  scale.  In  lusa  than  two  years 
from  its  erection,  he  had  the  pleasure  of  standing  on  the  elevated 
platform,  and  of  looking  down  on  three  humble  imitators  of  ila 
beauty.  Thus  it  is  ever  with  fashion,  which  even  renders  the 
foults  of  the  great  subjects  of  admiration. 

Marmaduke  bore  this  deformity  in  his  dwelliug  with  great 
good  nature,  and  soon  contrived,  by  his  own  improvements,  to 
give  an  air  of  respectability  and  comfort  to  his  place  of  residence. 
Still  there  was  much  of  incongruity,  even  immediately  about 
the  mansion-house.  AlUiough  poplars  had  been  brought  from 
Europe  to  ornament  the  grounds,  and  willows  and  other  treefl 
were  gradually  springing  up  nigh  the  dwelling,  yet  many  a  pile 
of  snow  betrayed  the  presence  of  the  stump  of  a  pine ;  and  even 
in  one  or  two  instjinces,  unsightly  remnants  of  trees  that  hftd 
been  partly  destroyed  by  firo  were  seen  rearing  their  black, 
glistening  columns  twenty  or  thirty  feet  above  the  pure  white 
of  the  snow.  These,  which  in  the  language  of  the  country  are 
termed  stubs,  abounded  in  the  open  fields  adjacent  to  the  vilUge, 
and  were  accompanied,  occasionally,  by  the  ruin  of  a  pine  or  a 
liemlock  that  had  been  stripped  of  its  bark,  and  which  waved 
in  melancholy  grandeur  its  naked  limbs  to  the  blast,  a  skeleton 
of  its  former  glory.  But  these  and  many  otiier  unpleasant 
additions  to  the  view  were  unseen  by  the  delighted  Elizabeth, 
who,  as  the  horses  moved  down  the  side  of  the  mountain,  saw 
only  in  gross  the  cluster  of  houses  that  lay  like  a  map  at  her 
feet ;  the  fifty  smokes  that  were  curling  from  the  valley  to  the 
douds;  the  frozen  lake  as  it  lay  imbedded  in  mount^ns  of 
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evergreen,  vrith  the  lung  Bbadows  of  the  pinea  od  its  white  siii^ 
lace,  lengthening  in  the  setting  Bun ;  the  dark  riband  of  water, 
that  gushed  from  the  outlet,  and  was  winding  iU  way  towards 
the  distant  Chesapeake — the  altered,  though  still  remembered, 
■cenea  of  her  childhood. 

Five  years  had  wrought  greater  changes  than  a  century 
would  produce  in  countries  where  time  and  labor  have  given 
permanency  to  the  works  of  man.  To  tho  young  hunter  and 
tile  Judge  the  scene  had  lees  novelty ;  though  none  ever  emerge 
frmn  the  dark  forests  of  that  mountain,  nnd  witness  the  glori- 
ous scenciy  of  that  beauteous  valley,  as  it  bursts  unexpectedly 
upon  them,  withont  a  feeling  of  delight.  The  former  cast  one 
admiring  glance  from  north  to  south,  and  sank  his  face  again 
beneath  the  folds  of  bia  coat ;  while  the  latter  contemplated, 
with  philanthropic  pleasure,  the  prospect  of  affluence  and  com- 
fcrt  that  was  expanding  around  him ;  the  result  of  his  own 
enterprise,  and  much  of  it  the  fruits  of  his  own  industiy. 

The  cheerful  sound  of  sleigh-bells,  however,  attracted  tlie 
attention  of  the  whole  party,  as  they  came  jingling  up  the  sides 
of  the  mountain,  at  a  mte  that  announced  a  powerful  team  and 
a' hard  driver.  The  bushes  which  lined  the  highway  interrupted 
the  view,  and  the  two  sleighs  were  close  upon  each  other  before 
other  van  seen. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


A  LAiiGK  lumber -sleigh,  drawn  by  four  horses,  was  soon  seen 
dnshing  through  the  leafless  busliea  which  fringed  tho  road. 
The  leaders  were  of  grey,  and  tbc  pole  horses  of  a  jt't  bhick. 
Bells  innumerable  were  suspended  from  every  part  of  the  har- 
ness where  ore  of  the  tinkling  kills  could  bo  placed ;  while  the 
rapid  movement  of  the  equipage,  in  defiance  of  the  steep  ascent, 
announced  tlie  desire  of  the  driver  to  ring  them  to  the  utmost. 
The  first  glance  at  this  singuhtr  arrangenient  acquainted  the 
Judge  witb  the  character  of  those  in  the  sleigh.  It  contained 
four  male  figures.  On  one  of  those  stools  that  arc  used  at 
wnting-deak$i,  lashed  firmly  to  the  sides  of  the  vehicle,  was 
seated  .a  little  mnn,  env<:!uped  in  a  greatcoat  fringed  with  liir, 
in  Gucli  a  manner  that  no  part  of  him  was  visible  excepting  a 
face  of  an  unv.iryitig  red  color.  There  was  a  habitual  upward 
look  ftlKiul  tlic  bead  of  this  gentleman,  as  if  dissatisfied  with  its 
natural  proximity  to  the  earth ;  and  the  ex[>ression  of  his  coun- 
tetinnco  was  that  of  busy  aire,  lie  was  the  charioteer,  and  he 
guided  the  mettled  animals  along  the  precipice  with  a  fearless 
eye  and  a  steady  hand.  Immediately  behind  him,  with  his 
fece  towards  the  oilier  two,  was  a  tall  figure,  to  whoso  appear- 
ance not  even  the  duplicate  overcoats  which  ho  wore,  aided  by  the 
virnerof  a  horse-blanket,  could  give  the  appearance  of  strength. 
His  face  was  protruding  from  beneath  a  woollen  night-cap ;  and 
-jhen  he  turned  to  tho  vehicle  of  Mormaduke  as  the  sleighs 
approached  each  other,  it  seemed  formed  by  nature  to  cut  the 
itmosphere  witli  the  least  possible  resistance.  The  eyes  alone 
•ppcared  to  create  anyobst.icle,  for  from  either  side  of  bis  forehead 
their  light,  blue,  glassy  balls  projected.  The  sallow  of  his  cuuii- 
tenance  was  too  permanent  to  be  affected  even  by  the  intense  cold 


of  the  evt;iiing.  Opposite  to  this  pcrsonnge  sat  a  solid,  sliort,  and 
square  figure  No  pnrt  of  his  form  was  to  be  discovered  through 
hia  over-dre&s,  but  a  fiice  ttint  was  illutaiuated  by  a  pair  of  black 
eye^  tliat  gave  the  lie  to  every  demure  feature  in  his  countenance. 
Afair,  jolly  wig  furnished  a  neat  and  rounded  outline  tohis  visnge, 
aud  be,  as  well  as  tiie  other  two,  wore  Tnarten-skia  caps.  The 
fourth  was  a  meek-look iiig,  long-visaged  man,  without  any  other 
prot«ctJon  from  the  cold  than  that  which  was  furnished  by  a  black 
Burtout,  made  with  some  little  formality,  hut  which  was  rather 
tiiread-bare  and  rusty.  He  wore  a  hat  of  extremely  decent  pro 
portiouH,  though  frequent  brushing  had  quite  destroyed  ita  nap. 
His  face  was  pale,  and  withal  a  little  melancholy,  or  what  might 
be  termed  of  a  studious  complexion.  The  air  had  given  it,  just 
Duw,  a  slight  and  somewhat  feverish  flush.  The  character  of 
bis  whole  appearance,  especially  contrasted  to  the  air  of  bumor 
in  his  next  companion,  was  that  of  habitual  mental  care.  No 
Moner  had  the  two  sleighs  approached  within  s{>caking  distance, 
than  tlie  driver  of  this  fantastic  equipage  shouted  aloud — 

"  Draw  up  in  the  quarry — draw  up,  thou  king  of  the  Greeks ; 
draw  into  the  quarry,  Agamemnon,  or  I  shall  never  be  able  to 
pass  you.  "Welcome  home,  cousin  MuIil — welcome,  welcome, 
black-eyed  Bess.  Tbou  seeat,  Mamiaduke,  that  I  hft*e  taken 
the  field  with  an  assorted  cargo,  to  do  thee  honor.  Monsieur 
Le  Quoi  has  come  out  with  only  one  cap ;  Old  Fritz  would  not 
sLty  U>  finish  the  bottle ;  and  Kir.  Grant  has  got  to  put  the 
'lastly'  to  his  sermon,  yet.  Even  all  the  horses  would  come — 
by  the  by.  Judge,  I  must  sell  the  blacks  for  you  immediately, 
they  interfere,  and  the  nigh  one  is  a  bad  goer  in  double  harneea. 
I  can  get  rid  of  them  to " 

"  Sell  what  thou  wilt,  Dickon,"  interrupted  the  cheerful  voice 
of  the  Judge,  "ao  that  thou  leavest  me  my  daughter  and  my 
lands.  Ah  I  Fritz,  my  old  friend,  this  is  a  kind  com|>lin)cnt, 
indeed,  for  seventy  to  pay  to  five-und-forty.  Monsieur  I^e  Quoi, 
I  am  your  servanL  Mr.  Grant,"  lifting  bis  cap,  "I  feel  indebted 
to  your  attention.  Gentlemen,  I  make  you  acquainted  with  my 
child.     Yours  are  names  with  which  she  is  very  familiar." 


"  Velcome,  velcome,  Tchooge,"  said  tbe  elder  of  the  party, 
with  a  strong  German  accent.     "  Miss  Pctity  vill  owe  nie  a  kiss." 

"And  cheerfully  will  I  pay  it,  my  good  sir,"  cried  the  soft 
voice  of  Elizabeth ;  which  sounded,  in  the  clear  air  of  the  hills, 
like  tones  of  silver,  amid  the  loud  cries  of  Kichard.  "  I  have 
always  a  kiss  for  my  uld  friend,  Major  Uartmann." 

By  this  tjme  the  gentleman  iit  the  front  seat,  who  had  been 
addressed  as  Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  had  arisen  with  sonic  difficulty, 
owing  to  the  impediment  of  his  overcoats,  and  steadying  him- 
self by  placing  one  hand  on  the  stool  of  the  charioteer,  with  the 
other  Le  removed  his  cap,  and  bowing  politely  to  the  Judge, 
and  profoundly  to  Elizabeth,  Le  paid  his  compliments, 

"Cover  tLy  poll,  Gaul,  cover  tLy  poll,"  cried  the  driver,  who 
was  Mr,  Richard  Jones ;  "  cover  thy  poll,  or  tlie  frost  will  pluck 
out  thu  remnant  of  thy  locks.  Had  the  hairs  on  the  head  of 
Absalom  been  as  scarce  as  thine,  he  might  Lave  been  living  U> 
this  day."  The  jokes  of  Richard  never  failed  of  exciting  risibi- 
lity, for  he  uniformly  did  honor  to  his  own  wit ;  and  he  enjoyed 
a  hearty  laugh  on  tlie  present  occasion,  while  Mr.  Le  Quoi 
resumed  his  seat  witli  a  polite  reciprocation  in  his  mirth.  The 
clergyman,  for  such  was  the  office  of  Mr.  Grant,  modestly, 
though  quite  affectionately,  exchanged  his  greetings  with  the 
traveliera  also,  when  Richard  prejared  U>  turn  the  heads  of  his 
horses  homeward. 

It  was  in  the  quarry  alone  that  he  could  effect  this  object, 
without  ascending  to  the  summit  of  the  mountmn,  A  very  con- 
siderable excavation  had  been  made  in  the  side  of  tie  hill,  at 
the  point  where  Richard  had  succeeded  in  stopping  the  sleighs, 
from  whicL  tLe  stones  used  for  building  in  the  village  were  ordi- 
narily quarried,  and  in  which  he  now  attempted  to  turn  Lis  team. 
Passing  itself  was  a  task  of  difficulty,  and  frequently  of  danger, 
in  that  narrow  road ;  but  Richard  had  to  meet  the  additional 
risk  of  turning  his  four-in-hand.  The  black  civilly  volimtecrcd 
his  seriices  to  take  off  the  leaders,  and  tLe  Judge  very  earnestly 
seconded  tlie  measure  with  bis  advice.  Richard  treated  botit 
proposals  with  great  disdain : 
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"  Why,  and  wherefore,  cousin 'duke?"  he  exclaimed,  a  little 
angjily  :  "  the  horses  are  gentle  aa  lambs.  You  know  that  I 
broke  t^e  leaders  myself)  and  the  pole-borses  are  too  near  my 
whip  to  be  reetive.  Here  is  Mr.  Le  Quoi,  now,  who  must  know 
something  about  driving,  because  he  has  n>do  out  so  otlen  with 
me  ;  I  will  leave  it  to  Mr.  Le  Quoi  whether  there  is  any 
danger." 

It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  the  Frencbmau  to  disappoint 
expectations  so  confidently  formed  ;  although  he  sat  looking 
down  the  precipice  which  fronted  him,  as  Richard  turned  his 
leaders  into  tlie  quarry,  with  a  pair  of  eyes  that  stood  out  like 
those  of  lobsters.  The  German's  muscles  were  unmoved,  but 
bia  quick  sight  scauned  each  movement  Mr.  Grant  placed  his 
hands  on  the  side  of  the  sleigh,  in  preparation  for  a  spring,  but 
moral  timidity  deterred  him  from  taking  the  leap  that  bodily 
apprehension  strongly  ur^d  him  to  attempL 

Bichard,  by  a  sudden  application  of  tlie  whip,  succeeded  in 
fordng  the  leaders  into  the  snow-bank  that  covered  the  quarry  ; 
but  tlie  instant  that  the  impatient  animals  suffered  by  the  ci'ust, 
through  which  they  broke  at  each  step,  tlicy  positively  refused 
to  move  an  inch  further  in  that  direction.  On  the  contrary, 
finding  that  the  cries  and  blows  of  their  dri\er  were  redoubled 
At  this  junctUK,  the  leaders  backed  upon  the  pole-horses,  who, 
in  their  turn,  bached  the  sleigh.  Only  a  single  log  lay  aboTO 
the  pile  which  upheld  the  road,  on  the  side  towards  the  valley, 
and  this  was  now  buried  in  the  snow.  The  sleigh  was  easily 
forced  across  so  slight  an  impediment ;  and  before  Richard 
became  conscious  of  his  danger,  one  half  of  the  vehicle  was 
projected  over  a  precipice,  which  fell,  perpendicularly,  moretlian 
a  hundred  feet  The  Frenchman,  who,  by  his  position,  had  a 
fall  view  of  their  threatened  flight,  instinctively  threw  his  body 
as  far  forward  as  possible,  and  cried,  "  Ah  1  Mon  cher  monsieur 
Deeck  !  mon  Dieu  !  que  faites  vous  T' 

"  Donner  and  blitzen,  Richart,"  exclumed  the  veteran  Ger- 
man, looking  over  the  side  of  the  sleigh  with  unusual  emotion, 
"  put  you  will  preak  ter  sleigh  and  kilt  ter  horses." 
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"  GootI  Mr.  Jones,"  said  tlio  clergyman,  "  be  prudent,  good 
Mt — bo  careful." 

"  Get  up,  obstiiialo  devik  !"  cried  liichard,  catcliing  a  birdV 
cje  view  of  his  situation,  and,  in  his  eagerness  to  move  forwardi 
kicking  the  stool  on  which  ho  sat, — "  Get  up,  I  say — Couun 
'duke,  I  sliall  have  to  sell  the  greys  too ;  they  arc  tho  worst 
broken  horsea — Mr.  Le  Quaw  !"  Richard  was  too  much  agitated 
to  regiird  his  pronundation,  of  which  he  was  commonly  a  little 
vuin  ;  "  Monsieur  Lo  Quaw,  pray  get  off  my  leg ;  you  bold  my 
leg  so  tight,  that  it's  no  wonder  the  horses  back." 

"  Merciful  Providence !"  exclwmed  the  Judge,  "  they  will  bo 
all  killed  !" 

Elizabeth  gave  a  piercing  shriek,  and  the  black  of  Agamem- 
non's face  changed  to  a  muddy  white. 

At  this  critical  moment,  the  young  hunter,  wlio,  duiing  the 
%ilutnlions  of  the  parties,  had  !iat  in  rathcrsuUen  silence,  sprang 
^111  the  sluigh  of  Marmadukc  to  tlie  heads  of  the  refractory 
k-aders,  Tlie  horses,  who  were  yet  suffering  under  the  injudi- 
cious and  somewhat  random  blows  of  Richard,  were  dancing  up 
and  down  with  that  ominous  movement  tlint  threatens  a  sudden 
and  uncontrollable  start,  still  pressing  backwards.  The  youth 
gave  the  leaders  a  powerful  jerk,  and  they  plunged  aside, 
and  re-ent#red  the  road  in  the  position  in  which  they  were 
first  halted.  The  sleigh  was  whirled  from  its  dangerous  posi- 
tion, and  upset  with  the  runners  outwards.  The  German  and 
tlie  divine  were  thrown,  rather  unceremoniously,  into  the  high- 
way, but  without  danger  to  their  bones.  Richard  apj>cared  in 
tlio  lur,  describing  the  segment  of  a  circle  of  wliicli  the  reiiw 
were  the  radii,  and  landed  at  the  distance  of  some  fifteen  feet, 
in  that  snow-bank  which  Uie  horses  had  dreaded,  right  end 
uppermost  Here,  as  he  instinctively  grasped  the  reins,  as 
drowning  men  seizo  at  straws,  ho  admirably  served  the  purposo 
of  an  anchor.  The  Frenchman,  who  was  on  his  legs  in  the  act 
of  springing  from  the  sleigh,  took  an  aerial  flight  also,  much  in 
the  attitude  which  boys  assume  when  they  play  leap-frog,  and 
dying  off  in  a  tangent  to  the  curvature  of  his  course,  came  into 
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the  sr.bw-baDk  head  foremost,  where  he  reiimiDed,  exhibiting 
two  lathy  legs  on  high,  like  scarecrows  waving  in  a  corn  field. 
Uajor  Hartmann,  whose  self-possession  had  been  admirably 
preserved  during  tlie  whole  eralulion,  was  the  first  of  the  party 
that  gained  liis  feet  and  his  voice. 

"  Tor  dey  vel,  Richart !"  he  exclaimed,  in  a  voice  half  serioiu, 
half  comical,  "  put  you  unloat  your  sleigh  very  hantily," 

It  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  altitude  in  which  Mr.  Orant 
continued  for  an  instant  after  his  overthrow  was  tlie  one  into 
which  he  had  been  tlirown,  or  was  assumed,  in  humbling  him- 
self before  the  power  that  lie  reverenced,  in  thanks^ving  at  his 
escape.  When  he  rose  from  his  knees,  ho  began  to  gaze  about 
him,  with  anxious  looks,  after  the  welfare  of  his  companions, 
while  every  joint  in  his  body  trembled  with  nervous  agitation. 
There  was  some  confusion  in  the  faculties  of  Mr.  Jones  also  ; 
but  as  the  mist  gradually  cleared  from  before  his  eyes,  he  saw 
that  all  was  safe,  and,  with  an  air  of  great  self-satisfaction,  he 
cried,  "  Well — that  was  neatly  saved,  any  how ! — it  was  a 
lucky  thought  in  mo  to  hold  on  the  reins,  or  the  fiery  devils 
would  have  been  over  the  mountain  by  this  time.  How  well  I 
recovered  myself,  'duke  !  Another  moment  would  have  been 
too  late ;  but  I  knew  just  the  spot  wliere  to  touch  the  off- 
leader  ;  that  blow  under  his  right  flank,  and  the  sudden  jerk  I 
gave  the  rein,  brought  them  round  quite  in  rule,  I  must  own 
jnyself,"* 

"  Thou  jerk  !  thou  recover  thyself,  Dickon  !"  he  said,  "  but 
for  that  brave  tad  yonder,  thou  and  tliy  horses,  or  rather  mine, 
would  have  been  daalied  to  pieces  ; — but  where  is  Monsieur  Le 

Quoir 

"  Oh  !  mon  cher  Juge  !  Mon  ami !"  cried  asraothered  toicc, 
"  praise  be  God,  I  live  ;  vill  you.  Mister  Agamemnon,  be  pleas 
come  down  ici,  and  help  me  on  my  leg  T 

The  divine  and  the  negro  seized  the  incarcerated  Gaul  by  his 

•  Thi  fjKiliiIon.  froiD  imnKmorUl  aisge,  hava  i  rlfhl  to  lan|h  u  am  ataaUUa 
of  1  ililEhhrle  ;  Mit  Cbe  Judge  «»i  no  Monwurula  Ihiil  no  hinn  wu  doH,  Ihtm 
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legs,  and  extricated  bina  (torn  a  sDow-banb  of  three  feetio  depth, 
whence  his  voice  had  souoded  as  from  the  lomba.  The  thoughts 
of  Mr.  Le  Quoi,  immediately  on  his  liberadon,  were  not 
extremely  collected  ;  and  when  he  reached  the  light,  he  threw 
his  eyes  upwards,  in  order  to  exainine  the  distance  he  h&d  fallen. 
His  good  humor  returned,  however,  with  a  knowledge  of  hb 
safety,  though  it  was  some  little  time  before  he  clearly  compre- 
hended tlie  case. 

"  What,  monsieur,"  said  Richard,  who  was  busily  assistiDg 
tLe  black  in  taking  off  the  leaders ;  "  are  you  there  !  I 
thought  I  saw  you  flying  towards  the  top  of  the  mountain  just 

"  Praise  be  God,  I  no  fly  down  into  the  lake,"  returned  the 
Frenchman,  with  a  visage  that  was  divided  between  pain,  occa- 
sioned by  a  few  lai^e  Ecratches  that  he  had  received  in  fortnng 
his  bead  through  tlie  crust,  and  the  look  of  coraplaisaace  that 
seemed  natural  to  his  pliable  features  :  "ah  !  mon  cher  Mist«r 
Deeck,  vat  you  do  next  f — dcre  be  noting  you  no  try." 

"  The  next  thing,  I  trust,  will  be  to  leam  to  drive,"  siud  the 
Judge,  who  had  busied  himself  in  throwing  the  buck,  together 
with  several  otlier  articles  of  baggage,  from  his  own  sleigh  into 
the  snow  ;  "  here  are  seats  for  you  all,  gentlemen  ;  the  evening 
grows  piercingly  cold,  and  the  hour  approaches  for  the  service 
of  Mr.  Grant:  we  will  leave  friend  Jones  to  repair  the  damages, 
with  the  assbtance  of  Agamemnon,  and  hasten  to  a  warm  fire. 
Here,  Kckon,  are  a  few  articles  of  Bess's  trumpery,  that  you 
can  throw  into  your  sleigh  wheu  ready ;  and  there  is  also 
a  deer  of  my  taking,  that  I  will  thank  you  to  bring.  Aggj  I 
remember  that  there  will  be  a  visit  from  Santaclaus*  to- 
night" 

The  black  grinned,  conscious  of  the  bribe  tliat  was  offered 
bim  for  silence  on  the  subject  of  the  deer,  while  ffichard,  with- 

*  The  periodical  vltlti  of  Si  Ntcholu  orButuelani  m  ha  litennrd.  wemniiT«r 
tteloUtii  UMnt  ths  InhKbiUnU  ot  Neir  Viirt.  aoilL  Die  emlgnlloD  (mm  New 
SoflaDd  bnniKhllD  tfaaopljiloDtipdaa«EOof  Ibe  pojItADi.  Like  Uu  "  bon  hommc 
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oat  in  the  least  wuting  for  the  termination  of  his  cousin's 
•peech,  began  his  reply — 

"Learn  to  drive,  sayest  tiiou,  consin  'duke)  Is  there  a  man 
in  the  county  who  knows  more  of  horse-flesh  than  myself? 
Who  broke  in  the  filly,  that  no  one  else  dare  mount ;  though 
yoar  coachman  did  pretend  tliat  he  had  tamed  her  before  I 
took  her  in  hand  ;  but  anybody  could  see  that  he  lied — ho  was 
ft  great  liar,  that  John — what's  that,  a  buck!" — Richard  aban- 
doned the  horees,  and  ran  to  the  spot  where  Marmnduke  had 
tbroirn  tJie  deer :  "  It  is  a  buck  !  I  am  amazed !  Yes,  here  are 
two  holes  in  him,  he  has  fired  both  barrels,  and  hit  him  each 
time.  Ecod !  how  Marraaduke  will  brag !  he  is  a  jirodigious 
brazier  about  any  small  matter  like  this  now;  well,  to  think 
that  'duke  has  killed  a  buck  before  Christmas  !  There  will  be 
no  such  thing  as  living  with  him — they  are  both  had  shots 
though,  mere  chance — mere  chance  ; — now,  I  never  fired  twice 
at  a  cloven  foot  in  my  life ; — it  is  hit  or  miss  with  me — dead  or 
run  away : — had  it  been  a  bear,  or  a  wild  cat,  a  man  might 
have  wanted  both  barrels.  Here  !  you  Aggy  !  how  far  off  was 
the  Judge  when  this  buck  was  shot!" 

"  Eh !  Masaa  Richard,  may  be  a  ten  rod,"  cried  the  black, 
bending  under  one  of  the  horses,  with  the  pretence  of  fastening 
a  buckle,  but  in  reality  to  conceal  the  grin  tLat  opened  a  mouth 
from  ear  to  ear. 

"  Ten  rod !"  echoed  the  other ;  "  why,  Aggy,  the  deer  I  killed 
last  winter  was  at  twenty — yes  !  if  anytiiing  it  was  nearer 
thirty  than  twenty.  I  wouldn't  shoot  at  a  deer  at  ten  rod : 
besides,  you  may  rememlwr,  Aggy,  I  only  fired  once." 

"  Yes,  Massa  Richard,  I  'member  'em  I  Natty  Bumppo 
fire  t'oder  gun.     You   know,  air,   all  'e   folk  say  Natty  kill 

"  The  folks  lie,  you  black  devil !"  exclaimed  Richard  in  great 
heat.  "  I  have  not  shot  even  a  grey  squirrel  these  four  years, 
to  which  that  old  rascal  has  not  laid  cl^m,  or  some  ono  else  for 
him.  This  is  a  damned  envious  world  that  we  live  in — people 
are  always  for  dividing  the  credit  of  a  thing,  in  order  to  bring 
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down  merit  to  their  own  level.  Now  they  have  h  stoTy  about  lUa 
Patent,*  that  Hirnm  Doolittle  helped  to  plan  the  steeple  to  6*1. 
Paul's ;  when  Ilirum  knows  tlint  it  is  entirely  mine ;  a  little 
tnkcD  from  a  print  of  its  nanicsako  in  London,  I  own ;  but 
essentially,  as  to  all  points  of  genius,  my  own." 

"  I  don't  know  where  ho  come  from,"  said  ibo  black,  losing 
every  mark  of  humor  in  an  expression  of  admiriition,  "  but 
eb'ry  body  eay,  be  wonnerful  hansome," 

"  And  well  they  may  say  so,  Aggy,"  cried  Ricliard,  leaving 
tbe  buck  and  walking  up  to  the  negro  with  the  air  of  a  man 
who  has  new  interest  awakened  within  him.  "  I  think  T  may 
say,  without  bragging,  that  it  is  the  handsomest  and  tlie  most 
scieutilic  country  church  in  America.  I  know  th:it  the  Connec- 
ticut settlers  talk  about  their  WesUierlielJ  meeting-houBe ;  but 
I  never  Iwlieve  more  than  half  what  they  say,  they  are  such 
unconscionable  braggi^rs.  Just  as  you  hat'e  got  a  thing  done, 
if  thoy  see  it  likely  to  be  successful,  they  are  aliv.iya  for  inter- 
fering ;  and  then  it's  ti;n  to  one  but  they  lay  claim  to  half,  or 
even  all  of  the  credit.  You  may  rememher,  Aggy,  when  I 
painted  the  sign  of  the  bold  dragoon  for  Captain  Ilotlisler,  thero 
was  that  follow,  who  was  about  town  laying  brick  dust  on  the 
house*,  came  one  day  and  offered  to  mix  what  I  call  the  streaky 
black,  for  the  tail  and  mane,  and  then,  because  it  looks  like 
horse  hair,  he  tells  everybody  that  the  sign  was  painted  by 
liiuiself  and  Squire  Jones,  If  Mannaduke  don't  send  that  fel- 
low off  the  Patent,  he  may  ornament  his  village  with  his  own 
hands  for  me,"  Here  Richard  paused  a  moment,  and  cleared 
his  throat  by  a  loud  hem,  while  tbe  negro,  who  was  all  tbis 
time  busily  engaged  in  preparing  the  sifigh,  proceeded  with  hia 
work  in  res[>cctful  silence.  Owing  to  tlie  religious  scruples  of 
the  Judge,  Aggy  was  the  servant  of  Richard,  who  had  bis  scr- 
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rices  for  a  linu*  and  who,  of  course,  commanded  a  legal  claim 
to  the  respect  of  the  young  negro.  But  when  anj  dispute 
between  his  lawful  and  his  real  nsaster  occurred,  the  black  felt 
too  much  deference  for  both  to  express  any  opinion.  In  the 
meanwhile,  Richard  continued  watching  the  negro  as  ho  fa.stened 
liuckle  after  buckle,  until,  stealing  a  look  of  consciousness  towards 
the  other,  he  continued,  "  Now,  if  that  young  man  who  was  ia 
your  sleigh,  is  a  real  Connecticut  settler,  he  wi!!  be  telling  every- 
body how  he  saved  my  horses,  when,  if  he  had  let  them  alone 
for  hair  a  mioute  longer,  I  would  have  brought  them  in  much 
better,  without  upsetting,  with  the  whip  and  rein — it  spoils  a 
horse  to  give  him  his  head.  I  should  not  wonder  if  I  hnd 
to  »ell  the  whole  team,  just  for  that  one  jerk  he  gave  them." 
Richard  paused,  and  hemmed ;  fur  his  conscience  smote  him  a 
little,  for  censuring  a  mnn  who  had  just  saved  his  life  : — "  Who 
is  the  lad,  Aggy — I  don't  remember  to  have  seen  him 
before)" 

The  black  recollected  the  hint  about  Santaclaus ;  and  while 
he  briefly  explained  how  they  had  taken  up  the  person  in 
questjon  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  he  forbore  to  add  any- 
vhing  concerning  the  accident  of  the  wound,  only  saying  Gtai,  he 
behoved  the  youth  was  a  stranger.  It  was  so  usual  for  men  of 
the  first  rank  to  take  into  their  sleighs  any  one  they  found 
toiling  through  the  snow,  that  Richard  was  perfectly  satisfied 
wiUi  this  explanation.  He  heard  Aggy  with  great  attention, 
and  then  remarked,  "  Well,  if  the  lad  has  not  been  spoiled  bv 
the  people  in  Templclon,  lie  may  be  a  modest  young  man,  and 
as  he  cerliunly  meant  well,  1  shall  take  some  notice  of  him — 

•  Tbe  rnHnnmLuhm  or  iba  >!■¥«  la  New  Viik  hu  bwn  psdnil.    Whsn  pnMIs 
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perhaps  he  is  land-hunting — I  say,  A|^,  may  be  he  is  out 
hunting )" 

"  Eh !  yes,  massa  Richard,"  siud  the  black,  a  little  confused ; 
for  as  Richard  did  all  the  Goggiag,  he  atood  in  great  t«rror  of 
hia  master,  in  the  mwn  : — "  Yds,  sir,  I  b'liove  he  be." 

"Had  he  a  pack  and  an  axe  )" 

"No,  sir,  only  he  rifle," 

"  Rifle  V  exclaimed  Richard,  observing  the  confusion  of  tho 
negro,  which  now  amounted  to  terror.  "By  Jove,  he  killed 
the  deer  !  I  knew  that  Marmaduke  couldn't  kill  a  bnck  on  the 
jump — bow  was  it,  Aggy  1  tell  me  all  about  it,  and  I'll  roast 
'duke  quicker  than  he  can  roast  his  saddle — How  was  it,  Aggy  f 
the  lad  shot  the  buck,  and  tho  Judge  bought  it,  hat  and  he  is 
taking  the  youth  down  to  get  the  pay !" 

The  pleasure  of  this  discovery  had  put  lUchard  in  such  a 
good  humor,  that  the  negro's  feara  in  some  measure  vanished, 
and  he  remembered  the  stocking  of  Santaclaus.  After  a  gulp 
or  two,  he  made  out  to  reply —  ^ 

"  You  forgit  a  two  shot,  sir !" 

"  Don't  lie,  you  black  rascal !"  cried  lUchard,  stepping  on  tho 
snow-bank  to  measure  the  distance  from  his  lash  to  the  negro's 
back ;  "  apeak  truth,  or  I  trounce  you."  While  speaking,  the 
stock  was  slowly  rising  in  Richard's  right  hand,  and  the  lash 
drawing  through  his  left,  in  the  scientific  maimer  with  which 
drummers  apply  the  cat;  and  Agamemnon,  after  turning  each 
side  of  himself  towards  liis  master,  and  finding  both  equally 
unwilling  to  remain  there,  fairly  gave  in.  In  a  very  few  words 
he  made  his  master  acquwnted  with  the  truth,  at  the  same 
Ijme  earnestly  conjuring  Richard  to  protect  him  from  the  dia- 
pleasure  of  the  Judge. 

"  ni  do  it,  boy,  I'll  do  it,"  cried  the  other,  rubbing  his  hands 
with  delight  i  "  say  nothing,  but  leave  me  to  man^e  'duke  : — 
I  have  a  great  mind  to  leave  the  deer  on  the  hill,  and  to  make 
the  fellow  send  for  his  own  carcase :  hut  no,  I  will  let  Marma- 
duke tell  a  few  bounces  about  it  before  I  come  out  upon  him. 
Coma,  hurry  in,  Aggy,  I  must  help  to  dress  the  lad's  wound : 
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thh  Yankee*  doctor  knows  noUiing  of  surgery — I  had  to  hold 
old  Millignn'B  leg  for  bim,  while  ho  cut  it  off." — Richard  was 
now  seated  on  the  stool  agwn,  and  the  black  taking  the  hind 
seat,  the  steeds  were  put  in  motion  towards  home.  As  they 
dashed  down  the  hill,  on  a  ^t  trot,  the  driver  occasionally 
turned  his  face  to  Aggy,  aod  oonUnued  speaking ;  for  Dotwith- 
standing  their  recent  rupture,  the  most  perfect  cordiality  was 
ag^n  existing  between  tliem.  "  This  goes  to  prove  that  I 
turned  the  horses  witli  the  reins,  for  no  man  who  is  shot  in  tho 
right  shoulder  can  have  strength  enough  to  bring  round  Buch 
obstinate  devils.  I  knew  I  did  it  from  the  first ;  but  1  did  not 
want  to  multiply  words  with  Marmaduke  about  it. — Will  you 
bite,  you  villain  ( — hip,  boys,  hip  1  Old  Natty  too,  tiat  is  the 
best  of  it ! — Well,  well— 'duke  will  say  no  more  about  my  deer 
— and  the  Judge  fired  both  barrels,  and  hit  nothing  but  a  poor 
lad,  who  wag  behind  a  pine  tree.  I  must  help  that  quack  to 
take  out  the  buck  shot  for  the  poor  fellow."  In  this  manner 
Richard  descended  the  mountain ;  the  bells  ringing,  and  his 
tongue  going,  until  they  entered  the  vilhtge,  when  the  whole 
attention  of  the  driver  was  devoted  to  a  display  of  his  horge- 
nuiDship,  to  the  admiration  of  all  the  gaping  women  and  chil- 
dren who  thronged  the  windows  to  witness  the  arrival  of  their 
landlord  and  his  daughter. 

*  In  AiiKTio  the  lenn  VnnkM  li  nT  loul  matnlng.    II  1>  Ibougbt  to  Lw  derlTed 
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COM.  ilr,  wu  noi  ftUly  mad*, 
I'l  pumpi  were  all  aoplnk-d  r  II 
BO  link  tn  color  Peler'ihst. 

nuu  fine,  lial  Adsio,  RaJpli,  u 


Afthr  winding  along  the  side  of  the  mountain,  the  road,  on 
reaching  tlio  gentle  declivity  wliich  lay  at  the  base  of  tlie  hill, 
turned  at  a  right  angle  to  ita  former  Miurse,  nnd  shot  down  an 
inclined  plane,  directly  into  the  village  of  Templcton.  The  rapid 
little  stream  that  we  have  already  mentioned,  was  crosaed  by  a 
bridge  of  hewn  timber,  wliich  manifested,  by  its  rude  constnic- 
tJon,  and  the  unnecessary  siae  of  ila  framework,  both  the  value  of 
labor  and  the  abundance  of  materials.  Tins  little  torrent,  whoso 
dark  walflrs  gushed  over  tlie  limestones  that  lined  its  bottom, 
was  nothing  less  than  one  of  the  many  sources  of  the  Susque- 
hanna ;  a  river  to  which  the  Atlantic  herself  has  extended  an 
arm  in  welcome.  It  was  at  this  point  that  the  jjowerful  team 
of  Mr.  Jones  brought  him  up  to  the  more  sober  steeds  of  our 
travellers.  A  small  hill  was  risen,  and  Elizabeth  found  herself 
at  once  amidst  the  incongruous  dwellings  of  the  village.  The 
street  was  of  the  ordinary  widtli,  notwithstanding  tlie  eye  might 
embrace,  in  one  view,  thousands  and  tens  of  thousand*  of  acres, 
tliat  were  yet  tenanted  only  by  the  beasts  of  the  foreflL  But 
such  had  been  the  will  of  her  fiither,  and  such  had  also  met,  the 
Irishes  of  bis  followers.  To  them  tlic  road,  that  made  the  most 
rapid  approaches  to  the  condition  of  tbo  old,  or,  as  tboy 
expressed  it,  the  down  countries,  was  the  most  pleasant ;  and 
surely  nothing  could  look  more  like  civilization  than  a  city, 
even  if  it  lay  in  a  wilderncRs  !    Tlio  width  of  the  street,  for  so 


ft  was  called,  miglit  have  been  one  hundred  ft<et;  but  tlie  track 
for  the  sleighs  was  much  move  limited.  On  either  side  of  tlie 
highway  were  piled  huge  heaps  of  logs  that  wore  duly  increas- 
ing rather  than  diminishing  in  size,  notwitlistanding  tlie 
enormous  fires  that  might  be  seen  through  every  window. 

The  last  object  at  which  Elizabetli  gazed  when  they  renewed 
their  journey,  after  the  rencontre  with  Kchard,  was  the  sun,  as  it 
expanded  in  the  refraction  of  the  horizon,  and  over  whose  disk 
tlie  dark  umbrage  of  a  pine  was  stealiug,  while  it  slowly  sank 
behind  the  western  hills.  But  his  setting  rays  darted  along  the 
openings  of  the  mountain  she  was  on,  and  lighted  the  shining 
covering  of  the  birches,  until  their  smooth  and  glossy  coals 
nearly  rivalled  the  mountain-sides  in  color.  The  outline  of  eacli 
dark  pine  was  delinent^d  far  in  the  depths  of  the  forest ;  and  the 
rocks,  too  smooth  and  too  perpendicular  to  retain  the  snow  that 
had  fallen,  brightened,  OS  if  smiling  at  the  leave-Caking  of  the  lumi- 
nary. But  at  each  step,  as  they  descended,  Elizabeth  observed 
that  tJiey  were  leaving  the  day  behind  them.  Even  the  heart- 
less but  bright  rays  of  a  December  sun  were  missed,  as  they 
glided  into  the  cold  gloom  of  the  valley.  Along  the  summits 
of  the  mountains  in  the  eastern  range,  it  is  true,  tlie  light  still 
lingered,  receding  step  by  step  from  the  earth  into  the  clouds 
that  were  gathering,  wili  the  evening  mist,  about  the  limited 
horizon;  but  the  frozen  lake  lay  without  a  shadow  on  its 
bosom ;  the  dwellings  were  becoming  already  gloomy  and  in- 
distinct; and  the  wood-culters  were  shouldering  their  axes,  and 
preparing  to  enjoy,  throughout  the  long  evening  before  them, 
the  comforts  of  those  exhilarating  fires  that  their  Ubor  had  been 
supplying  with  fuel.  They  paused  only  to  gaze  at  the  passing 
sleighs,  to  lilt  their  caps  to  Marmaduke,  to  exchange  familiar 
nods  with  Xiichard,  and  each  disappeared  in  his  dwelling.  The 
paper  curtains  dropped  behind  our  travellers  in  every  window, 
shutting  from  the  air  even  the  fire-light  of  tlie  cheerful  apart- 
ments ;  and  when  the  horses  of  her  father  turned,  with  a  rapid 
whirl,  into  the  open  gate  of  the  mansion-house,  and  nothing 
stood  before  her  but  the  cold  dreary  stone  walls  of  the  building. 


02  tBB     PI0HXER8. 

H3  she  approach<>d  tiiem  through  an  avenue  or  young  and  leafleea 
po[jlBn,  ElizabetJi  fvlt  aa  if  nil  the  loveliness  o(  the  mountain- 
view  had  vanished  like  the  fancies  of  a  dream.  Marmaduke 
retained  bo  much  of  hb  early  habiU  as  to  reject  the  use  of  bells ; 
but  the  equij>age  of  Mr.  Jones  came  dashing  through  the  gate 
alter  them,  sending  its  jingling  sounds  through  every  cranny  of 
the  building,  and  in  a  moment  the  dwelling  was  in  an  uproar. 

On  a  stune  platfonn,  of  rather  small  proportio.ta,  considering 
the  size  of  the  building,  Richard  and  Hiram  had,  conjointly, 
reared  four  little  columns  of  vFood,  which  in  their  turn  supported 
the  shingled  roofi  of  the  portico — this  was  the  name  tbat  Mr. 
Jones  had  thought  proper  to  give  to  a  very  plain,  covered 
entrance.  Tlie  ascent  to  the  platform  was  by  five  or  six  stono 
sUps,  somewhat  hastily  laid  together,  and  which  the  frost  bad 
already  begun  to  move  from  their  symmetrical  positions.  But 
the  evils  of  a  cold  climate,  and  a  superficial  construction,  did 
not  end  here.  As  the  steps  lowered,  the  platform  necessarily 
fell  also,  and  the  foundations  actually  left  the  superstructure 
suspended  in  the  air,  leaving  an  open  space  of  a  foot  between 
tlie  base  of  the  pillars  and  tlie  stones  on  which  they  bad 
originally  been  placed.  It  was  lucky  for  the  whole  fabric  that 
the  carjienter,  who  did  the  manual  part  of  the  labor,  had 
lastcned  the  canopy  of  this  classic  entrance  so  flrmly  to  the  side 
of  the  house,  that,  when  the  base  deserted  the  superstructure 
in  the  manner  we  have  described,  and  the  pillars,  for  the  want 
of  a  foundation,  were  no  longer  of  service  to  support  the  roof) 
the  roof  was  able  to  uphold  the  pillars.  Here  was,  indeed,  an 
unfortunate  gap  left  in  the  ornamental  part  of  Richard's  column ; 
but,  like  the  window  in  Aladdin's  palace,  it  seemed  only  left  in 
order  to  prove  the  fertility  of  its  master's  resources.  The  com- 
posite order  rtgain  offered  its  advantages,  and  a  second  edition 
of  the  base  wns  gi*en,  as  the  booksellers  say,  with  additions  and 
improvements.  It  wss  necessarily  larger,  and  it  was  properly 
ornamented  with  mouldings  :  still  the  steps  continued  to  yield, 
and,  at  the  moment  when  Elizabetli  returned  to  her  father's 
door,  a  few  rough  wedges  were  driven  under  the  pillars  to  keep 
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them  ateady,  and  to  prevent  their  weight  froDi  separaling  them 
from  the  pediment  which  thuy  ought  to  have  supported. 

From  the  great  door  which  opened  into  the  porch  emei^ed 
two  or  three  female  domestics,  and  one  male.  The  httter  waa 
bare-headed,  but  e\'idently  more  dressed  than  usual,  and  on  the 
whole  was  of  so  Bingular  n  formation  and  attire,  as  to  deserve  a 
more  minute  description.  He  was  about  five  feet  in  height,  of 
a  square  and  athletic  frame,  with  a  pair  of  shoulders  that  would 
have  fitted  a  grenadier.  His  low  stature  was  rendered  the  more 
striking  by  a  bend  forward  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  assuming, 
for  DO  apparent  reason,  unless  it  might  be  to  give  greater  free- 
dom to  bis  arms,  in  a  particularly  sweeping  swing,  that  they  con- 
stantly prac^sed  when  their  master  was  in  motion.  His  face 
was  long,  of  a  fair  complexion,  burnt  to  a  fiery  red;  withasnub 
nose,  cocked  into  an  inveterate  pug ;  a  mouth  of  enormous 
dimensions,  filled  with  fine  teeth ;  and  a  pair  of  blue  eyes,  that 
seemed  to  look  about  them,  on  surrounding  objects,  with  habi- 
tual contempt.  His  head  composed  full  one  fourth  of  his  whole 
length,  and  the  queue  that  depended  from  its  rear  occupied 
another.  He  wore  a  coat  of  very  light  drab  cloth,  with 
buttons  as  large  as  dollars,  bearing  the  impression  of  a  "foul 
anchor."  The  skirts  were  extremely  long,  reaching  quite  to 
the  cal^  and  were  broad  in  proportion.  Beneath,  there  were  a 
vest  and  breeches  of  red  plush,  somewhat  worn  and  soiled.  He 
had  shoes  with  large  buckles,  and  stockings  of  blue  and  wbit« 

This  odd-looking  figure  reported  liimself  to  be  a  native  of  the 
county  of  Cornwall,  in  the  island  of  Great  Britain.  His  boy- 
hood had  passed  in  the  neighborhood  of  tbe  tin  mines,  and 
his  youth  as  the  cabin-boy  of  a  smuggler,  between  Falmouth 
and  Guernsey.  From  tliia  trade  ho  had  been  impressed  into 
the  service  of  his  king,  and,  for  the  want  of  a  better,  had  been 
taken  into  the  cabin,  first  as  a  servant,  and  finally  aa  steward  to 
the  captain.  Here  he  acquired  the  art  of  making  chowder, 
lobekous,  and  one  or  two  other  sea-dishes,  and,  as  he  was  fond 
of  saying,  had  an  opportunity  of  seemg  the  world.     With  the 
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exce)>tion  of  one  or  two  out-ports  in  France,  and  on  < 
\-isit  to  I'ortemoutli,  Plyraoutii,  and  Deal,  he  had  in  reality  seen 
no  more  of  mnnkind,  however,  than  if  ho  had  been  riding  n 
donko;  in  one  of  liis  native  miuea.  But,  being  discharged  from 
the  navy  at  the  peace  of  '83,  lie  deciiired  that,  as  he  had  seen 
all  the  civilized  parts  of  the  earth,  lie  was  inclined  to  make  a 
trip  to  the  wilds  of  Americn.  We  will  not  trace  him  in  his 
brief  wanderings,  under  the  influence  of  tiiat  spirit  of  emigra- 
tion that  sometimes  inducoii  a  diipper  Cockney  to  quit  his  home, 
and  lauds  him,  before  the  sound  of  Dow  bells  is  out  of  his 
ears,  within  the  ronr  of  the  cataract  of  Niagara ;  but  shall 
only  add,  that,  at  a  very  early  d:iy,  even  before  Elizabeth  had 
been  sent  to  school,  he  had  found  bis  way  into  the  family  of 
Mannaduke  Temple,  where,  owing  to  n  combination  of  qualities 
that  will  be  developed  in  the  course  of  the  tale,  he  held,  under 
Mr.  Jones,  tlie  office  of  Major-domo.  The  name  of  this  worthy 
was  Benjamin  Penguillan,  according  to  his  own  pronunciation  ; 
but,  owing  to  a  man'ellous  tule  that  ho  was  in  the  habit  of 
relating,  cont  rning  the  lengtli  of  time  he  had  to  labor  to  keep 
his  Hbi|>  from  sinking  after  Rodney's  victory,  he  had  univeraally 
acquired  the  nickname  of  Ben  Pnnip. 

By  the  side  of  Benjamin,  and  pressing  forward  as  if  a  little 
jealous  of  her  station,  stood  a  middle-aged  wom:in,  dressed  in 
calico,  ratlier  violently  contrasted  in  color  with  a  tall,  meagre, 
sliajielcsfl  figure,  sharp  features,  and  a  somewhat  acute  expression 
of  lier  physic^omy.  Uer  teeth  were  mostly  gone,  and  what 
did  remain  were  of  a  light  yellow.  The  skin  of  her  nose  was 
drawn  tightly  over  the  member,  to  hang  in  large  wrinkles  in 
her  cheeks  and  about  her  mouth.  She  took  snuff  in  such  quan- 
tities, as  to  create  the  impression  that  she  owed  the  saATronof 
ber  lips  and  the  adjacent  parts  to  this  circumslance  ;  but  it  was 
the  unvarying  color  of  her  whole  face.  She  presided  over  the 
feniale  part  of  the  domestic  arrangement!!,  in  the  capacity  of 
housekeeper  ;  was  a  spinster,  and  bore  the  name  of  Remarkable 
Pettibone.  To  Elizabeth  she  was  an  entire  stranger,  having 
been  introduced  into  the  fiimily  since  the  deatli  of  her  mother. 


In  ndditiua  to  these,  were  three  or  four  suborilinate  rnenkls, 
■noetly  black,  some  appearing  at  tlie  principal  door,  and  u>me 
mnniDg  from  ibe  end  of  the  building,  where  stood  the  entrance 
to  the  cellar-kitchen. 

Besides  these,  there  was  a  general  rush  from  Richard's  kennel, 
accompanied  with  every  canine  tone,  from  the  howl  of  the  wolf- 
dog  to  the  petulant  burk  of  tlie  terrier.  The  master  received 
their  boisterous  Bnlutations  with  a  variety  of  imitations  from  his 
own  throat,  when  the  tlogs,  probably  from  shame  of  being  out- 
done, ceased  their  outcry.  Oue  stately,  powerful  maittili^  who 
wore  round  his  neck  a  brass  collar,  with  "  M.  T."  engraved  in 
large  letters  on  tlio  rim,  alone  was  silent,  lie  walked  majesti- 
cally, amid  the  confusion,  to  the  side  of  the  Judge,  where, 
receiving  a  kind  pat  or  two,  he  turned  to  Elizabeth,  who  even 
stooped  to  kiss  him,  as  she  called  him  kindly  by  the  name  of 
"  Old  Brave."  The  animal  seemed  to  know  her,  as  she  ascended 
the  3le]is,  supported  by  Monsieur  Le  Quoi  and  her  father,  in 
order  to  protect  her  from  falling  on  the  ice  with  which  they 
were  covered.  He  looked  wistfully  after  her  figure,  and  when 
the  door  closed  on  the  whole  party,  lie  laid  himself  in  a  kennel 
that  was  placed  nigh  by,  as  if  conscioim  that  the  house  contained 
something  of  additional  value  to  guard. 

£lizal)etfa  followed  licr  father,  who  paused  a  moment  to  whis- 
per a  message  to  one  of  his  domestJcs,  into  a  large  hall,  that 
was  dimly  lighted  by  two  candles,  placed  in  high,  old-fashioned, 
brass  candlesticks.  The  door  closed,  and  the  party  were  at  once 
removed  from  an  atmosphere  that  was  nearly  at  Zero,  to  one  of 
sixty  degrees  above.  In  the  centre  of  the  hall  stood  an  enor- 
mous stole,  the  sides  of  which  appeared  to  be  quivering  with 
heat ;  from  which  a  large,  straight  pipe,  leading  through  the 
ceiling  above,  carried  off  the  smoke.  An  iron  basin,  containing 
water,  was  placed  on  this  furnace,  for  such  only  it  could  be 
called,  in  order  to  preserve  a  proper  humidity  in  the  apartment. 
The  room  was  carpeted,  and  furnished  with  convenient,  substan- 
tial furniture,  some  of  which  was  brought  from  the  city,  and 
Uie  remainder  having  been  manufactured  by  the  mechanica  of 


TempletoD.  Here  was  a  udeboard  of  maliognnj,  inlaid  wiuU 
ivory,  and  bearing  enormous  baodlee  of  glitteritig  braas,  and 
groaning  under  the  piles  of  silver  plate.  Near  it  stood  a  set  of 
prodigious  tables,  made  of  tlie  wild  cberry,  to  imitato  the 
imported  wocmI  of  tlio  sideboard,  but  plain,  and  without  orna- 
ment of  any  kind.  Opposite  to  these  stood  a  stnaller  table, 
formed  from  a  lighter-colored  wood,  through  the  grains  of 
wbicb  the  wavy  lines  of  the  curled  maple  of  the  mountains  were 
beautjfully  undulating.  Near  to  this,  in  a  comer,  stood  a  heavy, 
old-fashioned,  brHss-iiiced  clock,  encased  in  a  high  box,  of  the 
dark  hue  of  the  black  walnut  from  the  sea-shore.  An  enormous 
settee,  or  sofii,  covered  with  light  chintz,  stretched  along  tlie 
walls  for  near  twenty  feet  on  one  side  of  the  hall ;  and  chairs  of 
wood,  painted  a  light  yellow,  with  black  lines  that  were  drawn 
by  no  very  steady  hand,  were  ranged  opposite,  and  in  the  inter- 
vals between  the  other  pieces  of  furniture.  A  Fahrenheit's  ther- 
mometer, in  a  mahogany  case,  and  with  a  barometer  annexed, 
was  hung  against  the  wall,  at  some  little  distance  from  the 
stove,  which  Benjamin  ixinsulted,  every  half-hour,  with  prodi- 
gious exactitude.  Two  small  glass  cbandelieni  were  suspended  at 
equal  distances  between  the  stove  and  the  outer  doors,  one  of 
which  opened  at  each  end  of  the  hall,  and  gilt  lustres  were 
affixed  to  the  framework  of  the  numerous  side  doors  that  led 
Irom  the  apartment.  Some  little  display  in  architecture  bad 
been  made  in  constructing  these  frames  and  casings,  which  were 
surmounted  with  pediments,  that  bore  each  a  little  pedestal  in 
ita  centre :  on  these  pedestals  were  small  busts  in  blacked  plas- 
ter of  Paris.  The  stylo  of  the  pedestals,  as  well  as  the  selec- 
tion of  the  busts,  were  all  due  to  the  taste  of  Mr.  Jones.  On 
one  stood  Homer,  a  most  striking  Ukeness,  Richard  affirmed, 
"  as  any  one  might  see,  for  it  was  blind."  Another  bore  the 
image  of  a  smooth  visaged  gentleman  with  a  pointed  beard, 
whom  he  called  Shakspeare.  A  third  ornament  was  an  nm, 
which  from  its  shape,  Richard  was  accustomed  to  say,  intended 
to  represent  itself  as  holding  the  ashes  of  Dido.  A  fourth  was 
certainly  old  Franklin,  in  hia  cap  and  spectai^lea.    A  fifth  as 


anrelj  bore  the  dignified  composure  of  the  face  of  Washington. 
A  sixth  was  a  nondescript,  representing  "a  man  with  a  shirt 
collar  open,"  to  use  the  language  of  Richard,  "  with  a  laurel  on 
his  head; — it  was  Julius  Caaar  or  Dr.  Faii<tus ;  there  were 
good  reasons  for  believiag  either." 

The  walls  were  hung  with  a  dark,  lead-colored  English  paper 
that  represented  Britannia  weeping  over  Uio  tomb  of  Wolfe. 
The  hero  himself  stood  at  a  little  distance  from  the  mourning 
goddess,  and  at  the  edge  of  the  paper.  Each  width  contained 
the  figure,  with  the  slight  exception  of  one  arm  of  the  General, 
which  ran  over  on  the  next  piece,  so  tliat  when  IJichard  essayed, 
with  his  owu  hands,  to  put  together  this  delicate  outline,  some 
diOiculties  occurred  that  prevented  a  nice  conjunction  ;  and 
Britannia  had  reason  to  lament,  iu  addition  to  the  loss  of 
her  favorite's  life,  numberless  cruel  amputations  of  his  right 

The  luckless  cause  of  these  unnatural  divisions  now  announced 
bis  presence  in  tlie  hall  by  a  loud  crack  of  his  whip. 

"  Why,  Benjamin  1  you  Ben  Pump !  is  tlii«  the  manner  in 
which  you  receive  the  heiress!"  ho  cried.  "Excuse  him, 
cousin  Elizabeth.  The  arraogemeiits  were  loo  intricate  to  be 
trusted  to  every  one ;  but  now  I  am  here,  things  will  go  on 
better.  Come,  light  up,  Mr.  PenguiJlan,  light  up,  light  up, 
and  let  us  see  one  another's  faces.  Well,  'duke,  I  have  brought 
home  your  deer ;  what  is  to  be  done  with  it,  ha !" 

"  By  the  Lord,  Squire,"  commenced  Benjamin  in  reply,  first 
giving  his  mouth  a  wipe  with  the  back  of  his  hand,  "  if  tliis  here 
thing  had  been  ordered  sum'at  earlier  in  the  day,  it  might  have 
been  got  up,  d'ye  see,  toyour  liking.  I  had  mustered  all  bands, 
and  was  exercising  candles,  when  you  hove  in  sight;  bjt  when 
Ibe  women  heard  your  hells  they  started  an  end,  as  if  tlioy  were 
riding  the  boatswain's  colt ;  and,  if-so-be  there  is  that  man  in 
the  bouse,  who  can  bring  up  a  parcel  of  women  when  they  have 
got  headway  on  them,  until  they've  run  out  the  end  of  their 
rope,  his  name  is  not  Benjamin  Pump.  But  Miss  Betsey  here 
must  have  altered  more  than  a  privateer  in  disguise,  nnce  she 
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has  gut  on  lier  woinairs  diuls,  if  slie  will  take  olil'»jce  with  mi 
old  fellow  tor  the  small  matter  of  lifjhtiiifi:  a  few  candles." 

Elizabeth  and  her  father  continued  silent,  for  both  experienced 
the  same  sensation  on  entering  tlie  hall.  Tlie  former  had 
resided  one  year  in  the  building  before  she  left  homo  for  chool, 
and  the  figure  of  its  lamented  mistress  was  missed  by  both  hub- 
band  and  child. 

But  candles  had  been  placed  in  the  chandeliers  and  lustres, 
and  the  attendants  were  so  far  recovered  from  surprise  as  to 
recollect  their  use ;  the  oversight  was  immediately  remedied, 
and  in  a  minute  the  apartment  was  in  a  blaze  of  light 

The  slight  melancholy  of  our  heroine  and  her  father  was 
banished  by  this  brilHant  interruption  ;  and  the  whole  party 
began  to  lay  aside  the  numberless  garments  they  had  worn  in 
the  air. 

During  this  operation,  Richard  kept  up  a  desultory  dialogue 
with  the  different  domestics,  occasionally  throwing  out  a  remark 
to  the  Judge  concerning  the  deer ;  but  as  his  conversation  at 
such  moments  was  much  like  an  accompaniment  on  a  piano,  a 
thing  that  is  heard  without  being  attended  to,  we  will  not 
undertake  the  task  of  recording  his  diffuse  discourse. 

The  instant  that  Remarkable  Pettibone  had  executed  her  por- 
tion of  the  labor  in  illuminating,  she  returned  to  a  position  near 
Elizabeth,  with  the  apparent  motive  of  receiving  the  clothes  that 
the  other  threw  aside,  but  in  reality  to  examine,  with  an  air  of 
curiosity — not  unmixed  with  jealousy, — the  appearance  of  the 
lady  who  was  to  supplant  her  in  the  administration  of  their 
domestic  economy.  The  housekeeper  felt  a  little  appalled,  when, 
after  cloaks,  coats,  shawls,  and  socks  had  been  taken  off  in  suc- 
cession, the  large  black  hood  was  removed,  and  the  dark  ring- 
lets, shining  Hke  the  raven's  wing,  fell  from  her  head,  and  left 
the  sweet  but  commanding  features  of  the  young  lady  exposed 
to  view.  Nothing  could  be  fairer  and  more  spotless  than  the 
forehead  of  Elizabeth,  and  preserve  the  appearance  of  life  and 
health.  Her  nose  would  have  been  called  Grecian,  but  for  a 
softly  rounded  swell,  that  gave  in  character  to  the  feature  what 


il  lost  in  beauty  Her  mouth,  at  first  sight,  seemed  only  nittde 
for  love  ;  but  the  instant  that  its  muscica  moved,  every  eipres- 
uoD  that  woraHnly  dignity  could  utter  played  around  it  with  (ho 
flexibility  of  female  grace.  It  spoke  not  only  to  the  ear  but  to 
the  eye.  So  much  added  to  a  form  of  exquiaite  proportions, 
rather  full  and  rounded  for  her  yenr^  and  of  the  tuUeat  medium 
height,  she  inherited  from  hor  mother.  Even  tlie  color  of  her 
eye,  the  arched  brows,  and  the  long  silken  lashes,  came  from 
the  same  source  ;  but  its  expression  naa  her  futher's.  Inert  and 
composed,  it  was  soft,  benevolent,  and  attractive ;  but  it  could 
be  roused,  and  tliat  without  much  difficulty.  At  such  momenta 
it  was  etJU  beautiful,  though  it  was  a  little  severe.  As  the  last 
shawl  fell  aitide,  and  she  stood  dressed  in  a  rich  blue  riding-habit, 
that  fitted  her  form  with  the  nicest  exactness ;  her  cheeks  burn- 
ing with  roses,  that  bloomed  the  richer  fur  the  heat  of  the  hiill, 
and  her  eyes  slightly  suSused  with  moisture  that  rendered  their 
ordinary  beauty  more  dazzling,  and  with  every  feature  of  her 
speaking  countenance  illuminated  by  the  lights  that  flared 
around  her,  Beroarkable  felt  that  her  own  power  had  ended. 

The  bu^ness  of  unrobing  had  been  simultaneous.  Marma- 
duLe  appeared  in  a  suit  of  plain  neat  black ;  Monsieur  Le  Quoi, 
in  a  coat  of  snufi'  color,  covering  a  vest  of  embroidery,  with 
breeches,  and  silk  stockings,  and  buckles — that  were  commonly 
thought  to  be  of  paste.  Major  Ilartiuann  wore  a  coat  of  sky-blue, 
with  large  brass  buttons,  a  club-wig,  and  boots ;  and  Mr, 
Kchard  Jones  had  set  ofl"  his  dapper  little  form  in  a  frock 
of  bottle  green,  with  bullet-buttons,  by  one  of  which  the  sides 
were  united  over  his  well-rounded  wmat,  opening  above,  so  as  to 
show  a  jacket  of  red  cloth,  with  an  under-vest  of  flannel,  faced 
with  greeu  velvet,  and  below,  so  as  to  exhibit  a  pair  of  buckskin 
breeches,  witli  long,  soiled,  white  top  boots,  and  spurs;  one  of 
the  latter  a  little  bent,  from  its  recent  attacks  on  the  stool, 

When  the  young  lady  bad  extricated  herself  IVom  her 
garments,  she  was  at  liberty  to  gaze  about  her,  and  to  examine 
not  only  iJie  household  over  which  she  was  to  preside,  but  also 
the  «r  and  manner  in  which  tJieir  domestic  arrangements  wero 
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conducted.  Although  tliere  was  much  JDcongruity  in  Lbe  furni- 
tuK  imd  appearance  of  the  hall,  there  waa  nothing  mean.  Thb 
floor  was  carpeted,  even  in  its  remotest  comers.  The  brass 
candleeticks,  the  gilt  lustres,  and  the  glass  chandeliers,  whatever 
might  be  their  hepinff  as  to  propriety  and  taste,  nere  admirably 
kept  as  to  all  the  purposes  of  use  and  coroforL  They  were 
clean  and  glitt«rin({  in  the  strong  light  of  the  apartment  Com- 
pared with  the  chill  aspect  of  the  December  night  without,  the 
warmth  and  brilliancy  of  the  apartment  produced  ati  effect  that 
was  not  utililte  cQchuntmenL  Uer  eye  had  not  time  to  det«ct 
in  detail,  the  litdc  crrois,  which,  in  truth,  existed,  but  was 
glancing  around  ber  in  delight,  when  an  object  arrested  her  view, 
that  was  in  strong  contrast  to  the  smiling  liiccs  and  neatly 
attired  personages  who  had  thus  assembled  to  do  honor  to 
the  heiress  of  Templeton. 

In  a  comer  of  the  hall  near  the  grand  entrance,  stood  the 
young  hunter,  unnoticed,  and  for  the  moment  apparently  for- 
gotten. But  even  the  forgetfuliicss  of  tlie  Judge,  which,  under 
the  influence  of  strong  emotion,  had  banished  the  recollectiou  of 
the  wound  of  this  slrunger,  seemed  surpassed  by  the  absence  of 
mind  in  tbe  youth  himself.  On  entering  the  apartment  he  had 
mechanically  lifted  his  Oip,  and  exposed  n  bead  covered  with 
hur  that  rivalled  in  color  and  gloss,  the  locks  of  Elizabeth. 
Nothing  could  have  wrought  a  greater  transformation  tlian  tlie 
single  act  of  removing  the  rough  fox-skin  cap.  If  there  was 
much  that  wan  prepossessing  in  the  countenance  of  the  young 
hunter,  there  was  something  even  noble  in  the  rounded  outlines 
of  his  head  and  brow.  The  very  air  and  manner  with  which 
the  member  haughtily  miunt^ned  itself  over  the  conr^  and 
even  wild  attire  in  which  the  rest  of  his  frame  was  clad,  bes[>obe 
not  only  familiarity  with  a  splendor  that  in  those  new  settle- 
ments was  thought  to  be  unequalled,  but  sometliing  very  like 
contempt  also. 

The  hand  that  held  the  cap  rested  lightly  on  the  little  ivory- 
mounted  piano  of  Elizabeth,  with  neither  rustic  rcstr.unt  nor 
obtnuiTe  vulgarity.     A  single  finger  touclied  tbe  instrument,  n> 
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if  accuatomod  to  dwell  on  such  places.  HU  other  arm  was 
exteDdeil  to  its  utmost  lengtli,  and  the  hand  grasped  the  barrel 
rf  bis  long  rifle  with  something  like  convulsive  energy.  The 
act  and  the  attitude  were  both  involuotAry,  and  evidently  pro- 
ceeded from  a  feeling  much  deeper  tjian  that  of  vulgar  surprise, 
llifl  appearance,  connected  as  it  was  with  the  rough  exterior  of 
bis  dress,  rendered  him  entirely  distinct  from  the  busy  group 
that  were  moving  across  the  other  end  of  the  long  hall,  occupied 
in  receiving  tlie  travellers,  and  exchanging  their  welcomes ; 
aud  Elizabeth  continued  to  gaze  at  him  in  wonder.  The  con- 
traction  of  the  stranger's  brows  increased  as  his  eyes  moved 
slowly  from  one  object  to  another.  For  moments  the  expression 
of  bis  countenance  was  fierce,  and  then  again  it  seemed  to  pass 
away  in  some  painful  emotion.  The  arm  that  was  extended 
bent,  and  brought  the  hand  nigh  to  his  face,  when  his  head 
dropped  upon  it,  aud  concealed  the  wonderfully  speaking  linea- 

"We  forget,  dear  sir,  the  strange  gentleman"  (for  her  life 
Elizabeth  could  not  call  him  otherwise),  "  whom  we  bnve 
brought  here  for  assistance,  and  to  whom  we  owe  every  atten- 

All  eyes  were  instantly  turned  in  the  direction  of  those  of  tbe 
speaker,  and  the  youth  rather  proudly  elevated  his  head  again, 
while  he  answered — 

"  My  wound  is  trifling,  and  I  believe  that  Judge  Temple  sent 
for  a  physician  the  moment  wc  arrived." 

"Certainly,"  said  Marmaduke;  "I  have  not  foigotteu  the 
object  of  thy  visit,  young  mou,  nor  the  nature  of  my  debt'' 

"  Oh  I"  exciaicned  Richard,  with  something  of  a  wa^;iah  leer, 
**  thou  owest  the  lad  for  the  venison,  I  suppose,  that  tliou  killed, 
cousin  'dukel  Marmaduke!  Marmaduko!  That  was  a  marvel- 
lous tale  of  thine  about  the  buck  !  Here,  young  man,  are  two 
dollars  for  the  deer,  and  Judge  Temple  can  do  no  less  than  pay 
the  doctor.  1  shall  charge  you  nothing  fur  my  services,  but  you 
shall  not  iare  the  worse  for  that.  Come,  come,  'duke,  don't  be 
dowD-Jieftrt«il  alraut  it:  if  you  missed  the  buck,  you  contrived 


72  THE     FIONBBRa. 

to  shoot  this  pour  fellow  through  a  pine  tree.  Now  I  own  that 
you  htive  beat  nie  ;  I  never  did  auch  a  thing  in  all  my  life," 

"And  I  hope  never  will,"  returned  the  Judge,  "if  you  are  to 
experience  the  unensiness  that,  I  have  suffered.  But  be  of  good 
oheer,  my  young  friend,  the  injury  must  be  small,  as  thou  movest 
thy  arm  with  apparent  (reedom." 

"  Don't  make  the  matter  worse,  'duke,  by  pretending  to  talk 
about  surgery,"  nt«rrupted  Mr.  Jones,  with  a  contemptuous  wave 
of  the  hand  ;  "  it  is  a  science  that  can  only  be  learnt  by  practice. 
You  know  that  my  grandfather  was  a  doctor,  but  you  haven't 
got  a  drop  of  medical  blood  in  your  veins.  These  kind  of 
things  run  in  families.  All  my  fiunily  by  the  father's  side  had 
a  knack  at  physic.  There  was  my  uncle  that  was  killed  at 
Brandywine, — he  died  as  easy  agun  as  any  other  man  in  the 
regiment,  just  from  knowing  bow  to  hold  hia  breath  naturally. 
Few  men  kuow  how  to  breathe  naturally." 

"  I  doubt  not,  Dickon,"  returned  the  Judge,  meeting  the 
bright  smite  which,  in  spite  of  himself,  stole  over  the  stranger's 
features,  "  that  thy  family  thoroughly  understood  the  art  of 
letting  life  slip  through  their  lingers." 

Richard  heard  him  quit*  coolly.  Bid  putting  a  hand  in  either 
pocket  of  bis  surtout,  so  as  to  press  forward  the  skirts,  began  to 
whistle  a  tune ;  but  the  desire  to  reply  overcame  hb  philosophy, 
and  with  great  heat  he  exclaimed — 

"  You  may  affect  to  smile,  Judge  Temple,  at  hereditary 
virtues,  if  you  please:  but  there  is  not  a  man  on  your  Patent 
who  don't  know  better.  Here,  even  this  young  man,  who  has 
never  seen  any  tiling  but  bears,  and  deer,  and  woodchucks,  knows 
better  than  to  believe  virtues  are  not  transmitted  in  families. 
Don't  you,  Friend!" 

"  I  believe  that  vice  is  not,"  said  the  stranger  abruptly, — faia 
eye  glancing  from  the  father  to  the  daughter. 

"  The  squire  is  right,  Judge,"  observed  Benjamin,  with  a 
knowing  nod  of  his  head  towards  Richard,  that  bespoke  the 
cordiality  between  them.  "  Now,  in  the  old  country,  the  king's 
mqeety  touches  for  the  evil,  and  that  is  a  disorder  that  the 


greatest  doctor  Id  the  fleet,  or,  for  the  matter  of  that,  admiTal  either, 
can't  cure;  only  the  king's  majesty,  or  a  man  that's  been  hanged. 
Yea,  tlie  squire  is  right ;  for  if  so  be  that  he  wasn't,  how  is  it 
that  the  seventh  son  always  is  a  doctor,  wliethcr  he  bhips  for  the 
oock-pit  or  not  ?  Now,  when  we  fell  in  with  the  mounsheera, 
under  De  Grasse,  d'ye  see,  we  had  aboard  of  ua  a  doctor " 

"  Very  well,  Benjamin,"  interrupted  Elizabeth,  glandng  her 
eyes  fiv)m  the  hunter  to  Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  who  was  most 
jwlitely  attending  to  what  fell  from  each  individual  in  succession, 
"you  shall  tell  mo  of  that,  and  all  your  entertaining  adventures 
together;  just  now,  a  room  must  be  prepared,  in  which  the 
arm  of  this  gentleman  can  be  dressed." 

"  I  will  attend  to  that  myself,  cousin  Elizabeth,''  observed 
Kchard,  somewhat  haughtily,  "The  young  man  shall  not 
suffer  because  Marmaduke  chooses  to  be  a  little  obstinate. 
Follow  me,  my  friend,  and  I  will  examine  the  hurt  myself 

"It  will  be  well  to  wait  for  the  physician,"  said  the  hunter, 
coldly  ;  "he  cannot  be  distant," 

Richard  paused  and  looked  lit  the  speaker,  a  little  astonished 
at  the  language,  and  a  good  deal  appalled  at  the  refusal.  He 
construed  the  latter  into  an  act  of  hostility,  and  placing  his 
hanJs  in  the  pockets  again,  he  walked  up  to  Mr.  Grant,  and 
putting  his  face  close  to  the  countenance  of  the  divine,  said  in 
Sa  under  tone — 

"Now,  mark  my  words : — there  will  be  a  story  among  the 
settlers,  that  all  our  necks  would  have  been  broken  but  for  that 
fellow — as  if  I  did  not  know  how  to  drive.  Why,  you  might 
have  turned  tlio  horses  yourself,  sir  ;  nothing  was  easier  ;  it  was 
only  pulling  hard  on  the  nigh  rein,  and  touching  the  off  flank 
of  the  leader.  I  hope,  ray  dear  sir,  you  are  not  at  all  hurt  by 
the  upset  the  lad  gave  us !" 

The  reply  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  the  village 
|diy»cian. 
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CHAPTER  VT. 
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Doctor  Elhathan  Todd,  for  such  wrs  the  Bsane  of  the  man 
of  physic,  was  commonly  thought  to  be,  among  the  settlers,  a 
gentletnftn  of  great  mentn!  enJowinents ;  and  be  whs  assuredly 
of  rare  personal  proportions.  In  height  he  measured,  without 
his  shoes,  exactly  six  feet  and  four  inches.  His  hands,  feet,  and 
knees,  corresponded  in  every  respect  with  this  formidable 
stature  ;  but  every  other  part  of  his  frame  appeared  to  have 
been  intended  for  a  man  several  sizes  smaller,  if  we  oscept  the 
length  of  the  lirobe.  His  shoulders  wore  square,  in  one  seoM 
at  least,  being  in  a  right  line  from  one  aide  to  the  other ;  but 
they  were  so  narrow,  that  the  long  dangling  arms  they  sup- 
ported seemed  to  issue  out  of  bis  back.  Ilis  neck  possessed,  hi 
ao  eminent  degree,  the  property  of  length  to  which  wc  have 
alluded,  and  it  was  topped  by  a  small  bullet-bead  that  exhibit- 
ed, on  one  side,  a  bush  of  bristling  brown  hair,  and  od  the 
other,  a  short,  twinkling  visage,  that  appeared  to  maintain  a 
constant  stru^lo  with  itself  in  order  to  look  wise.  He  was  the 
youngest  son  of  a  farmer  in  the  western  part  of  Massachusetts, 
who,  being  in  somewhat  easy  circumsliinc«s,  had  allowed  this 
boy  to  shoot  up  to  the  height  we  have  mentioned,  without  the 
ordinary  interruptions  of  field -labor,  wood-chopping,  and  suc^ 
other  toils  as  were  imposed  on  his  brothers.  Elnatlian  whs 
indebted  for  this  exemption  from  labor  in  some  measure  to  his 
extraordinary  growth,  which,  leaving  him  pale,  inanimate,  and 
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listless,  induced  liis  tender  mother  to  pronounce  him  "a  sickly 
boy,  and  one  that  was  not  equal  to  worlt,  but  wlio  might  cam 
ft  living,  comfortably  enough,  by  taking  to  pleading  law,  or 
turning  minister,  or  doctoring,  or  some  such  like  «asy  calling." 
Still  there  was  great  uncertainty  which  of  tliese  vocations  the 
yonth  WHS  best  endowed  to  fill;  but,  having  no  other  employ- 
ment, the  stripling  vas  constantly  lounging  about  the  "  home> 
stead,"  munching  green  apples,  and  huntjng  for  sorrel ;  when 
the  same  sagacious  eye  that  had  brought  to  light  his  latent 
talents,  seized  upon  this  circumstance,  as  a  clue  to  hb  future 
path  through  the  turmoils  of  the  world.  "  Elnathan  was  cut 
out  for  a  doctor,  she  knew,  for  he  was  for  ever  di^ng  for 
herbs,  and  tasting  all  kinds  of  things  that  grow'd  about  ^le  lots. 
Then  again  he  had  a  natural  love  for  doctor-stuff,  for  when  she 
had  left  the  bilious  pills  out  for  lier  man,  all  nicely  covered 
with  maple  sugar,  jnsit  ready  to  take,  Nathan  had  come  in,  and 
swallowed  them,  for  all  the  world  as  if  they  were  nothing, 
while  Ichabod  (her  husband)  could  never  get  one  down  without 
making  such  desperate  faces,  that  it  was  awful  to  look  on." 

This  discovery  decided  the  matter.  El.iathan,  then  about  fif- 
teen, was,  much  like  a  wild  colt,  caught  and  trimmed  by 
clipping  his  bushy  locks  ;  dressed  in  a  suit  of  homespun,  dyed 
in  the  butternut  bark  ;  furnished  with  a  "  New  Testament,"  and 
a  "  Webster's  Spelling  Book,"  and  sent  to  school.  As  the  boy 
was  by  nature  (juito  shrewd  enough,  and  had  previously,  at  odd 
times,  laid  the  foundations  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  he 
was  soon  conspicuous  in  the  school  for  his  learning.  The 
delighted  mother  had  the  gratification  of  hearing,  from  the  lips 
of  the  master,  that  her  son  was  a  "  prodigious  boy,  and  far  above 
all  his  class."  He  also  thought  that  "the  youth  had  a  natural 
love  for  doctoring,  as  he  had  known  him  frequently  advise  the 
smaller  children  against  eating  too  much ;  and  once  or  twice, 
when  the  ignorant  little  tilings  had  persevered  in  opposition  to 
Elnathan's  advice,  he  had  known  her  son  empty  the  school- 
baskets  with  .his  own  month,  to  prevent  the  consequences." 

Boon  after  this  comlbrtable  declaratjon  from  his  schoolmaster. 
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tho  lad  was  removed  to  the  house  of  the  village  doctor,  a 
gentleman  whose  early  career  had  not  been  unlike  that  of  our 
hero,  where  he  was  to  be  seen,  aometimea  watering  a  horse,  at 
others  watering  medicines,  blue,  yellow,  and  red ;  then  ^ain  be 
might  be  noticed,  lolling  under  an  appletree,  with  Ruddiman^ 
Idtin  Grammar  ia  his  hand,  and  a  corner  of  Denman's  Midwifery 
BtiL'kiiig  out  of  a  pocket ;  fur  hia  instructor  held  it  absurd  tc 
teach  his  pupil  how  to  despatch  a  patient  regularly  from  this 
world,  before  ho  knew  how  to  bring  him  into  it 

This  kind  of  life  continued  for  a  twelvemonth,  whenhe  suddenly 
appeared  at  meeting  in  a  long  coat  (and  well  did  it  deserve  the 
name !)  of  black  homespun,  with  little  bootees,  bound  with 
UDColored  calf-skin,  for  the  waut  of  red  morocco. 

Soon  after  he  was  seen  shat'ing  with  a  dull  razor.  Three  or 
four  months  bod  scarce  elapsed  before  several  elderly  ladies 
were  observed  hastening  towards  the  house  of  a  ixx>r  woman  in 
the  village,  while  others  were  running  to  nnd  fro  in  great 
apparent  distress. — One  or  two  boys  were  mounted,  bareback, 
on  horses,  and  sent  off  at  speed  in  various  directions.  Several 
indirect  tjuestions  were  put  conecrning  the  place  where  the 
physician  was  last  seen ;  buL  all  would  not  do ;  aud  at  length 
Elnathan  was  seen  issuing  from  his  door  with  a  very  grave  air, 
preceded  by  a  little  white-headed  boy,  out  of  breath,  trotting 
before  him.  The  following  day  the  youtli  apjieared  in  the 
street,  as  the  highway  was  cnlled,  and  the  neighborhood  was 
much  edified  by  the  additional  gratity  of  his  air.  The  same 
week  he  bought  a  new  razor:  and  the  succeeding  Sunday  he 
entered  the  meeting-house  with  a  red  silk  handkerchief  in  his 
band,  and  with  an  eitremely  demure  countenance.  In  tho 
evening  he  called  upon  a  young  woman  of  his  own  class  in  life, 
for  there  were  no  others  to  be  found,  and,  when  he  was  left  alone 
with  tho  fair,  ha  was  called  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  Doctor 
Todd,  by  her  prudent  mother.  The  ice  once  broken  in  this 
manner,  Elnathan  was  greeted  from  every  moutli  with  his  offi- 
cial appellation. 

Another  year  passed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  samo 


master,  during  vhich  the  youn^  pbjsician  hnd  the  credit  of 
■'rilling  with  the  old  doctor,"  aliliough  tliey  were  generally 
observed  to  travel  different  roads.  At  the  end  of  that  period, 
Dr.  Todd  attained  his  legal  majority.  He  then  took  a  jaunt  to 
Boeton  to  jiurchase  iDcdicines,  and,  as  some  intimated,  to  walk 
the  hospital ;  we  know  not  how  tl.  '  latter  might  have  been,  but 
if  true,  he  soon  walked  through  il,  'or  he  returned  within  a  fort- 
night, bringing  with  him  a  suspicious-looking  box,  that  smelled 
[Kiwerfiilly  of  brimstone. 

The  next  Sunday  he  was  married :  and  the  following  room- 
ing he  entered  a  one-horeo  sleigh  with  his  bride,  having  before 
him  the  box  we  have  mentioned,  with  another  filled  witJi  home- 
made household  linen,  a  paper  covered  trunk,  with  a  red  um- 
brella lashed  to  it,  a  pair  of  quite  new  saddle-bags,  and  a  band- 
box, lie  next  intelligence  that  his  friends  received  of  the 
bride,  and  bridegroom  was,  that  the  latter  was  "  settled  in  the 
Dew  countries,  and  well  to  do  as  a  doctor,  in  Templelon,  in 
York  slate !" 

If  a  Templar  would  smile  at  the  qualifications  of  Marmaduko 
to  fill  the  judicial  seat  he  occupied,  we  are  certain  that  a  gradu- 
ate of  Leyden  or  Edinburgh  would  be  extremely  amused  with 
this  true  narration  of  the  servitude  of  Elnathan  in  the  temple  of 
j&culapius.  But  the  same  consolation  was  afforded  to  both 
the  jurist  and  the  leech  ;  for  Dr.  Todd  was  quite  as  much  on  a 
level  with  his  compeers  of  the  profession,  in  that  countrj-,  as  was 
Marmaduke  with  his  brethren  on  the  bench. 

Time  and  practice  did  wonders  for  the  physician.  He  was 
naturally  humane,  but  possessed  of  no  small  share  of  moral 
courage ;  or,  in  other  words,  he  was  chary  of  the  lives  of  bis 
patients,  and  never  tried  uncertain  experiments  on  such 
members  of  society  as  were  considered  useful ;  but  once  or  twice 
when  a  luckless  vagrant  had  come  under  his  care,  he  was  a  little 
addicted  to  trying  theefibcla  of  every  phial  inhissnddle-bagson 
tlie  stranger's  constitution.  Happily  their  number  was  small, 
and  in  most  cases  their  natures  innocent.  By  these  meani 
Bnalhan  had  acquired  a  certain  d^rec  of  knowledge  in  feven 
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and  agues,  and  could  talk  with  much  judgment  concerning 
intermittents,  remittents,  tertians,  quotidians,  &c.  In  certain 
cutaneous  disorders  very  prevalent  in  new  settlements,  he  was 
considered  to  be  infallible;  and  there  was  no  woman  on  the 
Patent,  but  would  as  soon  think  of  becoming  a  mother  without 
a  husband  as  without  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Todd.  In  short  he 
was  rearing,  on  this  foundation  of  sand,  a  superstructure, 
cemented  by  practice,  though  composed  of  somewhat  brittle 
materials.  Ho  however  occasionally  renewed  his  elementary 
studies,  and,  with  the  observation  of  a  shrewd  mind,  was  com- 
fortably applying  his  practice  to  his  theory. 

In  surgery,  having  the  least  experience,  and  it  being  a  busi- 
ness that  spoke  directly  to  the  senses,  he  was  most  apt  to 
distrust  his  own  powers:  but  he  had  applied  oils  to  several 
bums,  cut  round  the  roots  of  sundry  defective  teeth,  and  sewed 
up  the  wounds  of  numberless  wood-choppers,  with  considerable 
eclat,  when  an  unfortunate  jobber*  suffered  a  fracture  of  his 
leg  by  the  tree  that  he  had  been  felling.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  that  our  hero  encountered  the  greatest  trial  his  nerves 
and  moral  feeling  had  ever  sustained.  In  the  hour  of  need, 
however,  he  was  not  found  wanting. — Most  of  the  amputations 
in  the  new  settlements,  and  they  were  quite  frequent,  were  per- 
formed by  some  one  practitioner,  who  possessing  originally  a 
reputation,  was  enabled  by  this  circumstance  to  acquire  an  ex- 
perience that  rendered  him  deserving  of  it ;  and  Elnathan  had 
been  present  at  one  or  two  of  these  operations.  But  on  the 
present  occasion  the  man  of  practice  was  not  to  be  obtained, 
and  the  duty  fell,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  the  share  of  Mr. 
Todd.  He  went  to  work  with  a  kind  of  blind  desperation, 
observing,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  externals  of  decent  gravity 
and  great  skill.  The  sufferer^s  name  was  Milligan,  and  it  was 
to  this  event  that  Richard  alluded  when  he  spoke  of  assisting  the 
Doctor  at  an  amputation — by  holding  the  leg !  The  limb  was 
certainly  cut  off,  and  the  patient  survived  the  operation.  It 
was,  however,  two  years  before  poor  Milligan  ceased  to  complain, 

*  People  who  clear  land  by  the  acre  or  Job,  are  thus  called. 
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flut  tbey  had  buried  the  leg  in  so  narrow  r  box,  that  it  was 
Btraitened  for  room  ;  he  could  feel  the  pun  shooting  up  fron. 
the  inhumed  fragment  into  the  living  members.  Marmnduke 
sn^^ted  that  the  fault  mi^ht  lie  in  the  arteries  find  nerves : 
hut  Kcbard,  considering  the  nrnputA^on  as  part  of  bis  own 
handiwork,  strongly  repelled  the  insinuation,  at  the  same  time 
declaring,  that  he  had  often  beard  of  men  whs  could  tell  when 
it  was  about  to  rain,  by  the  toes  of  amputated  limbs.  After 
two  or  three  ^ears,  notwithstanding  Milligan's  complaints  gradu- 
ally diminished,  the  leg  was  dug  up,  and  a  larger  box  furnished, 
and  &om  that  hour  no  one  had  heard  the  sufferer  utter  another 
complaint  on  the  aubjecL  This  gave  the  public  great  confidence 
in  Dr.  Todd,  whose  reputation  was  hourly  increasing,  and,  luck- 
ily for  hia  patients,  his  information  also. 

Notwithstanding  Dr.  Todd's  practice,  and  his  success  with  the 
leg,  he  was  not  a  little  appalled  on  entering  the  hall  of  the 
man^on-bouse.  It  was  glaring  wilh  the  light  of  day  ;  itlooked 
BO  splendid  and  imposing,  compared  with  the  hastily  built  and 
■cantily  furnished  apartmenla  which  he  frequented  in  hia  ordi- 
nary practice,  and  contained  so  many  well  dressed  persons  and 
anxious  faces,  that  his  usually  firm  nerves  were  a  good  deal  dis- 
coropoee<l.  He  hnd  beard  from  the  messenger  who  summoned 
bim,  that  it  was  a  gun-shot  wound,  and  had  come  from  bis  own 
home,  wading  through  the  snow,  with  hia  snddle-bags  thrown 
over  bis  arm,  while  separated  arteries,  penetrated  lungs,  and 
injured  vitals,  were  whirling  through  his  brain,  as  if  he  were 
stalking  over  a  field  of  tattle,  instead  of  Judge  Temple's  peacea- 

The  first  object  that  met  his  eye,  as  he  moved  into  the  room, 
was  Elizabeth  in  her  riding-habit,  richly  laced  with  gold  cord, 
her  fine  form  bending  towards  him,  and  her  fcce  expressing 
deep  anxiety  in  every  one  of  its  beautiful  features.  The 
onormoua  bony  kneea  of  the  physician  struck  each  other  with  a 
r<»se  that  waa  audible;  for  in  the  absent  state  of  his  mind,  be 
mistook  her  for  a  general  officer,  perforated  with  bnlletB, 
hastening  from  the  field  of  battle  to  implore  assistance.     Uto 
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delusion,  however,  was  but  momentary,  and  his  eye  glanced 
rapidly  from  the  daughter  to  the  earnest  dignity  of  the  father's 
countenance :  thence  to  the  busy  strut  of  Richard,  who  was 
cooling  his  impatience  at  the  hunter's  indifference  to  his 
assistance,  by  pacing  the  hall  and  cracking  his  whip ;  from  him 
to  the  Frenchman,  who  had  stood  for  several  minutes  unheeded 
with  a  chair  for  the  lady  ;  thence  to  Major  Hartmann,  who  was 
very  coolly  lighting  a  pipe  three  feet  long  by  a  candle  in  one  of 
the  chandeliers ;  thence  to  Mr.  Grant,  who  was  turning  over  a 
manuscript  with  much  earnestness  at  one  of  the  lustres ;  thence 
to  Remarkable,  who  stood,  with  her  arms  demurely  folded 
before  her,  surveying  with  a  look  of  admiration  and  envy,  the 
dress  and  beauty  of  the  young  lady ;  and  from  her  to  Ben- 
jamin, who  with  his  feet  standing  wide  apart,  and  his  arms 
a-kimbo,  was  balancing  his  square  little  body,  with  the  indiffer- 
ence of  one  who  is  accustomed  to  wounds  and  bloodshed.  All 
of  these  seemed  to  be  unhurt,  and  the  operator  began  to  breathe 
more  freely  ;  but  before  he  had  time  to  take  a  second  look,  the 
Judge,  advancing,  shook  him  kindly  by  the  hand,  and  s])oke. 

"  Tliou  art  welcome,  my  good  sir,  quite  welcome,  indeed ; 
here  is  a  youth  whom  I  have  unfortunately  wounded  in  shooting 
a  deer  this  evening,  and  who  requires  some  of  thy  assistance." 

"  Shooting  at  a  deer,  'duke,"  interrupted  Richard, — "  shooting 
at  a  deer.  Who  do  you  think  can  prescribe,  unless  he  knows 
the  truth  of  the  case  ?  It  is  always  so  with  some  people ;  they 
think  a  doctor  can  be  deceived  with  the  same  impunity  as 
another  man." 

"  Shooting  at  a  deer,  truly,"  returned  the  Judge,  smiling, 
*'  although  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  I  did  not  aid  in  destroy- 
ing the  buck ;  but  the  youth  is  injured  by  my  hand,  be  that  as 
it  may  ;  and  it  is  thy  skill  that  must  cure  him,  and  my  pocket 
shall  amply  reward  thee  for  it." 

"  Two  ver  good  tings  to  depend  on,"  observed  Monsieur  Le 
Quoi,  bowing  politely,  with  a  sweep  of  his  head,  to  the  Judge 
and  the  practitioner. 

**  I  thank  you,  Monsieur,"  returned  the  Judge  ;  "  but  we  keep 


tbe  jouDg  mnii  in  pain.     Remarkable,  thou  wilt  please  to  pro- 
ride  linea  for  lint  and  bandages." 

This  remnrk  caused  a  cessation  of  tbe  complimenlA,  and 
induced  the  pbysician  to  turo  an  inquiring  eye  in  the  direction  ■ 
of  his  patjent  During  the  dialogue  the  young  hunter  had 
thrown  aside  his  overcoat,  nod  now  stood  clad  in  aplain  suit  of 
the  common,  lighU^lored  homespun  of  the  country,  that  was 
evidently  but  recently  made.  His  hand  was  on  the  lapels  of 
his  coat,  in  the  altitude  of  removing  the  gannent,  when  he 
suddenly  suspended  the  movement,  and  looked  towards  the 
commiserating  Elizabeth,  who  was  standing  in  an  unchanged 
posture,  too  much  absorbed  with  her  nnxious  feelings  to  heed 
his  actions,     A  slight  color  appeared  on  the  brow  of  the  youth. 

"  Possibly  the  sight  of  blood  may  alarm  the  lady ;  I  will 
retire  to  another  room  while  the  wound  is  dressing." 

"By  no  meitns,"  said  Dr.  Todd,  who,  having  discovered  that 
his  patient  was  far  from  being  a  man  of  importance,  felt  much 
emboldened  to  perform  the  duty.  "  The  strong  light  of  these 
candles  is  favorable  to  tlic  operation,  and  it  is  seldom  that  we 
hard  students  enjoy  good  eye-sight." 

While  speaking,  Elnathan  placed  a  pair  of  large  iron-rimmed 
spectacles  on  his  lace,  where  they  dropped  as  it  were  by  long 
practice,  to  the  extremity  of  his  slim  pug  nose ;  and  if  they  were 
of  ao  service  as  assistants  to  his  eyes,  neitlier  were  they  any 
impediment  to  bis  vision ;  for  his  little  grey  organs  were  twink- 
ling above  them,  like  two  stais  emerging  from  the  envious  cover 
of  a  cloud.  The  action  was  unheeded  by  all  but  Remarkable, 
who  observed  to  Benjamin — 

"Dr.  Todd  is  a  comely  roan  to  look  on,  and  disjm't  pretty. 
How  well  ho  seems  in  spectacles !  I  declare,  they  give  a  grand 
look  to  a  body's  face.  I  have  quite  a  great  roind  to  try  them 
myself." 

The  sjieech  of  the  stranger  recalled  the  recollection  of  Miss 
Temple,  who  started,  as  if  from  deep  abstraction,  and  coloring 
excessively,  she  motioned  to  a  young  woman  who  served  in  the 
capodty  of  maid,  and  retired  with  an  ur  of  womanly  reserve. 
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The  field  was  now  left  to  the  physician  and  his  patient,  while 
the  different  personages  wlio  remained  gathered  around  the 
latter,  with  faces  expressing  the  various  degrees  of  interest  that 
each  one  felt  in  his  condition.  Major  Hartmann  alone  retained 
his  seat,  where  he  continued  to  throw  out  vast  quantities  of 
smoke,  now  rolling  his  eyes  up  to  the  ceiling,  as  if  musing  on  the 
uncertainty  of  Ufe,  and  now  bending  them  on  the  wounded  man, 
with  an  expression  that  bespoke  some  consciousness  of  his  situ- 
ation. 

In  the  meantime  Elnathan,  to  whom  the  sight  of  a  gun-shot 
wound  was  a  perfect  novelty,  commenced  his  preparations  with 
a  solemnity  and  care  that  were  worthy  of  the  occasion.  An  old 
shirt  was  procured  by  Benjamin,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
other,  who  tore  divers  bandages  from  it,  with  an  exactitude  that 
marked  both  his  own  skill  and  the  importance  of  the  operation. 

When  this  preparatory  measure  was  taken.  Dr.  Todd  selected 
a  piece  of  the  shirt  with  great  care,  and  handing  it  to  Mr.  Jones, 
without  moving  a  muscle,  said — 

"Here,  Squire  Jones,  you  are  well  acquainted  with  these 
things  ;  will  you  please  to  scrape  the  lint  ?  It  should  be  fine 
and  soft,  you  know,  my  dear  sir ;  and  be  cautious  that  no  cotton 
gets  in,  or  it  may  p'ison  the  wound.  The  shirt  has  been  made 
with  cotton  thread,  but  you  can  easily  pick  it  out." 

Richard  assumed  the  office,  with  a  nod  at  his  cousin,  that 
said  quite  plainly — "  You  see  this  fellow  can't  get  along  without 
me  f  and  began  to  scrape  the  linen  on  his  knee  with  great  dili- 
gence. 

A  table  was  now  spread  with  phials,  boxes  of  salve,  and  divers 
surgical  instruments.  As  the  latter  appeared  in  succession,  from 
a  case  of  red  morocco,  their  owner  held  up  each  implement  to 
the  strong  light  of  the  chandelier,  near  to  which  he  stood,  and 
examined  it  with  the  nicest  care.  A  red  silk  handkerchief  was 
frequently  applied  to  the  glittering  steel,  as  if  to  remove  from 
the  polished  surfaces  the  least  impediment  which  might  ex^st,  to 
the  most  delicate  operation.  After  the  rather  scantily  furnished 
pocket-case  which  contained  these  instruments  was  exhausted. 


the  physician  turned  to  his  xaddle-bags,  and  produced  varions 
phials,  filled  with  liquids  of  the  most  radiant  colors.  These 
wero  arranged  in  due  order,  by  the  side  of  the  murderoiia  saws, 
knives,  and  bcimots,  when  Elnnthan  stretched  his  long  body  to 
ita  nUnoet  elevation,  placing  his  hand  on  the  small  of  his  back, 
as  if  for  support,  and  looked  about  him  to  discover  what  effect 
this  display  of  profeasional  skill  was  likely  to  produce  on  the 
spectatois. 

"  Upon  my  wort,  toctor,"  observed  Major  Hartmann,  with  a 
tofpiish  roll  of  his  little  black  eyes,  but  with  every  other  feature 
of  his  face  in  a'st&te  of  perfect  rest,  "put  you  have  a  very 
pretty  pocket-pook  of  tools  terc,  and  your  toclor-atuff  glitters  as 
if  it  was  petter  for  ter  eyes  as  for  ter  pelly." 

Elnathan  gave  a  hem — one  that  might  have  been  equally 
taken  for  that  kind  of  noise  which  cowards  are  said  to  make,  in 
order  to  awaken  their  dormant  courage,  or 
lo  clear  the  throat;  if  for  the  latter,  it  w 
taming  his  face  to  the  veteran  German,  he  s.' 

"  Very  true,  Major  Hartmann,  very  true,  s 
will  always  strive  to  make  his  reinedira  agreeable  to  the  eyes, 
though  they  may  not  altogether  suit  the  stomach.  It  is  no 
small  part  of  our  art,  sir,"  and  he  now  spoke  with  the  confi- 
dence of  a  man  who  understood  his  subject,  "  to  reconcile  the 
patient  to  what  is  for  bis  own  good,  though  at  the  same  time  it 
may  be  unpalatable." 

"  Sartain  I  Dr.  Todd  is  right,"  said  Remarkable,  "  and  has 
Scripter  for  what  he  says.  The  bible  tells  us  how  thiugs  may 
be  sweet  to  the  mouth,  iind  bitter  to  the  inwards." 

"True,  true,"  intemipted  the  Judge,  a  little  impatiently; 
"  but  here  is  a  youth  who  needs  no  deception  to  lure  him  to  his 
own  benefit.  I  see,  by  his  eye,  that  he  fears  nothing  more  than 
delay." 

The  stranger  bad,  without  assistance,  bared  his  own  shoulder, 
when  the  slight  perforation  produced  by  the  passage  of  the 
buck-shot  was  plainly  visible.  The  intense  cold  of  the  evening 
had  stopped  the  bleeding,  and   Dr.  Todd,  casting  a  furtive 


9r  a  natural  efibrt 
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glance  at  the  wound,  thought  it  by  no  means  so  formidable  an 
affair  as  he  had  anticipated.  Thus  encouraged  he  approached 
his  patient,  and  made  some  indication  of  an  intention  to  trace 
the  route  that  had  been  taken  by  the  lead. 

Remarkable  often  found  occasions,  in  after  days,  to  recount 
the  minutiae  of  that  celebrated  operation  ;  and  when  she  arrived 
at  this  point  she  commonly  proceeded  as  follows  : — "  And  then 
the  Doctor  tuck  out  of  the  pocket-book  a  long  thing,  like  a 
knitting-needle,  with  a  button  fastened  to  the  end  on't ;  and 
then  he  pushed  it  into  the  wownd  ;  and  then  the  young  man 
looked  awful ;  and  then  I  thought  I  should  have  swaned  away 
— I  felt  in  sitch  a  dispu't  taking ;  and  then  the  doctor  had  run 
it  right  through  his  shoulder,  and  shoved  the  bullet  out  on 
t'other  side ;  and  so  Dr.  Todd  cured  the  young  man — of  a  ball 
that  the  Judge  had  shot  into  him,  for  all  the  world,  as  easy  as 
I  could  pick  out  a  splinter  with  my  darning-needle." 

Such  were  the  impressions  of  Remarkable  on  the  subject; 
and  such  doubtless  were  the  opinions  of  most  of  those  who  felt 
it  necessary  to  entertain  a  species  of  religious  veneration  for  the 
skill  of  Elnathan  ;  but  such  was  far  from  the  truth. 

When  the  physician  attempted  to  introduce  the  instrument 
described  by  Remarkable,  he  was  repulsed  by  the  stranger,  with 
a  good  deal  of  decision,  and  some  little  contempt,  in  his  manner. 

'*  I  believe,  sir,"  he  said,  "  that  a  probe  is  not  necessary  ;  the 
shot  has  missed  the  bone,  and  has  passed  directly  through  the 
arm  to  the  opposite  side,  where  it  remains  but  skin-deep,  and 
whence,  I  should  think,  it  might  be  easily  extracted." 

"  The  gentleman  knows  best,"  said  Dr.  Todd,  laying  down 
the  probe  with  the  air  of  a  man  who  had  assumed  it  merely 
in  compliance  with  forms ;  and  turning  to  Richard,  he  fingered 
the  lint  with  the  appearance  of  great  care  and  foresight. 
**  Admirably  well  scraped.  Squire  Jones !  it  is  about  the  best 
lint  I  have  ever  seen.  I  want  your  assistance,  my  good  sir,  to 
hold  the  patient^s  arm  while  I  make  an  incision  for  the  ball. 
Now,  I  rather  guess  there  is  not  another  gentleman  present  who 
could  scrape  the  lint  so  well  as  Squire  Jones." 


"  Such  things  run  in  families,"  observed  Richard,  rUing  with 
alacrity  to  render  the  desired  nssistancc.  "My  father,  and  m; 
grandfather  before  him,  were  both  celebrated  for  their  know- 
ledge of  surgery  ;  they  were  not,  like  Marmaduke,  here,  puffed 
ap  with  an  accidental  thing,  each  as  the  time  wheD  he  drew 
in  the  hip-joint  of  the  man  who  was  thrown  from  bis  horse  : 
tbnt  was  the  fall  before  you  came  into  the  settlement,  Doctor ; 
but  they  were  men  who  were  taught  the  thing  regularly,  spend- 
ing half  their  lives  in  learning  those  little  niceties  ;  though  for 
the  matter  of  that,  my  grandfather  was  a  college-bred  physician, 
and  the  best  in  the  colony,  too — that  is,  in  liis  neighborhood." 

"  So  it  goes  with  the  world,  Squire,"  cried  Benjamin,  "  if-so- 
be  that  a  man  wants  to  walk  the  quarter-deck  with  credit,  d'ye 
see,  and  with  regular  built  swabs  on  his  shoulders,  he  mustn't 
think  lo  do  it  by  getting  in  at  the  cabin -windows.  There  are 
two  ways  to  get  into  a  top,  besides  the  lubber-holes.  The  true 
way  to  wnlk  aft  is  to  begin  forrard ;  tho'f  it  be  only  in  a  humble 
way,  like  myself,  d'ye  see,  which  was,  from  being  only  a  bander 
of  lop-gal lantrsails,  and  a  stower  of  tbe  flying-jib,  to  keeping  the 
key  of  Ihe  Captain's  locker." 

"  Benjamin  speaks  quite  to  tlie  purpose,"  continued  Richard. 
"I  dare  say  that  he  lias  of^n  seen  shot  extracted,  in  the  difier- 
ent  ships  in  which  he  has  served  ;  suppose  we  get  him  to  hold 
the  basin  ;  he  must  be  used  to  the  sight  of  blood." 

"  That  he  is,  Squire,  that  he  is,"  interrupted  the  ci-devant 
steward ;  "  raany's  the  good  shot,  round,  double-headed,  and 
grape,  that  IVe  seen  the  doctors  at  work  on.  For  the  matter  of 
that,  I  was  in  a  boat,  alongside  the  ship,  when  they  cut  out  the 
twelve-pound  shot  from  the  thigh  of  the  Captain  of  the  Foody- 
rong,  one  of  Hounsheer  Ler  Quaw's  countrymen  !"  * 

"  A  twelve-pound  ball  from  tlio  thigh  of  a  human  being  J" 
exclaimed  Mr.  Grant,  with  great  simplicity,  dropping  the  sermon 
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he  was  again  reading,  and  raising  his  spectacles  to  the  top  of 
his  forehead. 

"A  twelve -pounder!"  echoed  Benjamin,  staring  around  him 
with  much  confidence ;  "  a  twelve-pounder !  ay  !  a  twenty-four 
pound  shot  can  easily  be  taken  from  a  man's  body,  if-so-be  a 
doctor  only  knows  how.  There's  Squire  Jones,  now,  ask  him, 
sir ;  he  reads  all  the  books  ;  ask  him  if  he  never  fell  in  with  a 
page  that  keeps  the  reckoning  of  such  things." 

*^  Certainly,  more  important  operations  than  that  have  been 
performed,"  observed  Richard ;  "  the  Encyclopaedia  mentions 
much  more  incredible  circumstances  than  that,  as,  I  dare  say, 
you  know.  Doctor  Todd." 

"  Certainly,  there  are  incredible  tales  told  in  the  Encyclopae- 
dias," returned  EInathan,  "  though  I  cannot  say  that  I  have 
ever  seen,  myself,  anything  larger  than  a  musket-bullet 
extracted." 

During  this  discourse  an  incision  had  been  made  through  the 
skin  of  the  young  hunter's  shoulder,  and  the  lead  was  laid  bare. 
Eln«than  took  a  pair  of  glittering  forceps,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
applying  them  to  the  wound,  when  a  sudden  motion  of  the 
patient  caused  the  shot  to  fall  out  of  itself.  The  long  arm  and 
broad  hand  of  the  operator  were  now  of  singular  service ;  for 
the  latter  expanded  itself,  and  caught  the  lead,  while  at  the 
same  time,  an  extremely  ambiguous  motion  was  made  by  its 
brother,  so  as  to  leave  it  doubtful  to  the  spectators  how  great 
was  its  agency  in  releasing  the  shot.  Richard,  however,  put  the 
matter  at  rest  by  exclaiming — 

"  Very  neatly  done,  Doctor  I  I  have  never  seen  a  shot  more 
neatly  extracted;  and,  I  dare  say,  Benjamin  will  say  the 
same." 

**  Why,  considering,"  returned  Benjamin,  "  I  must  say,  that 
it  was  shijvshape,  and  Brister-fashion. — Now  all  that  the  Doctor 
has  to  do,  is  to  clap  a  couple  of  plugs  in  the  holes,  and  the  lad 
will  float  in  any  gale  that  blows  in  these  here  hills." 

"  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  what  you  have  done,"  said  the  youth, 
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with  a  little  diBtance  ;  "  but  liere  is  a  man  who  will  take  me 
noder  his  care,  and  spare  you  all,  geotlemen,  any  further  trouble 
on  my  Biixoant.'' 

The  whole  group  turned  their  heads  in  surprise,  and  beheld, 
atanding  at  one  of  the  dbtant  doors  of  the  hall,  the  person  of 
Indian  John. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

Fram  Siuqiisbui»'i  nlnuvl  ip 
When  nvDfi  aiba  punoo  Ibc 
Hli  lOukel  lied  with  l-sUinv  >Ir 
Ths  ihepheid  of  Ifa<  romt  um 


Befobb  tho  Europeans,  or,  to  use  a  more  signiScHiit  term, 
the  Christians,  dispossessed  the  original  owner*  of  (he  soil,  all 
thnt  section  of  country,  which  contains  the  New  England  States, 
and  those  of  the  Middle,  which  lie  east  of  the  mountains,  was 
occupied  by  two  great  nations  of  Indians,  from  whom  had 
descended  numberless  tribes.  But,  as  the  original  distinctions 
between  these  nations  were  marked  by  a  difference  in  language, 


named.  The  Tiucaroraa  nere  admitted  to  this  uniuD,  near  a 
oontuiy  after  ite  formatioD,  and  thus  completed  the  number  to 
ax. 

Of  the  Lenni  Lcnape,  or  as  they  were  called  by  the  vhit««, 
from  the  circumstance  of  their  holding  their  great  council-£re 
on  llie  banks  of  that  river,  the  Delaware  oatioD,  the  principal 
tribes,  besides  that  which  bore  the  generic  niime,  were,  the 
Mahicanni,  Mohicans,  or  Mohegana,  and  the  Nanticokes,  or  Nen- 
tigocs.  Of  these,  the  latter  held  the  country  along  the  waters 
of  the  Ohesafieakc  and  the  sea-shore ;  while  the  Mohegans 
occupied  the  district  between  the  Hudson  and  the  ocean,  includ- 
ing much  of  New  England.  Of  course,  these  two  tribes  were 
tbe  first  who  were  dispossessed  of  their  lands  by  the  Europeans. 

The  wars  of  a  portion  of  tlie  latter  are  celebrated  among  us, 
as  the  wars  of  King  Philip ;  but  the  peaceful  policy  of  William 
Penn,  or  Miquun,  as  he  was  termed  by  the  natives,  effccte<l  its 
object  with  less  difficulty,  though  not  with  less  certainty.  As 
the  natives  gradually  disappeared  from  the  country  of  the 
Uohegans,  some  scattering  families  sought  a  refuge  around  the 
Gouncil'fire  of  the  mother  tribe,  or  the  Delawnres. 

This  people  had  been  induced  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  called 
woineTi,  by  their  old  enemies,  the  Mingoes,  or  Iroquois,  after  the 
latter,  having  in  vain  tried  the  effects  of  hostility,  had  recourse 
to  artifice,  in  order  to  prevail  over  their  rivals.  According  to 
tbb  declaration,  the  Delawarea  were  to  cultivate  the  arts  of 
peace,  and  to  intrust  their  defence  entirely  to  the  mtn,  or 
warlike  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations, 

This  state  of  things  continued  until  tbe  war  of  the  revolutiovi, 
when  the  Lenni  Lenape  formally  asserted  their  independence, 
and  fearlessly  declared  tliat  they  were  again  men.  But  in  a 
government  so  peculiarly  republican  as  the  Indian  polity,  it  was 
not  at  all  times  an  easy  taslc  to  restrain  its  members  within 
the  rules  of  the  nation.  Several  fierce  and  renowned  warriors 
of  the  Mohegans,  finding  the  conflict  with  tbe  whites  to  be  in 
vain,  sought  a  refuge  with  their  Grand&ther,  and  brought  with 
(hem  the  feelings  and  principles  that  had  bo  long  distinguished 
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them  in  their  own  tribe.  These  chieftains  kept  alive,  in  somo 
measure,  the  martial  spirit  of  the  Delawares;  and  would, 
at  times,  lead  small  parties  against  their  ancient  enemies,  or 
such  other  foes  as  incurred  their  resentment 

Among  these  warriors  was  one  race  particularly  &mous  for 
their  prowess^  and  for  those  qualities  that  render  an  Indian  hero 
celebrated.  But  war,  time,  disease,  and  want,  had  conspired  to 
thin  their  number;  and  the  sole  representative  of  this  once 
renowned  family  now  stood  in  the  hall  of  Marmaduke  Temple. 
He  had  for  a  long  time  been  an  associate  of  the  white  men, 
particularly  in  their  wars ;  and  having  been,  at  a  season  when 
his  services  were  of  importance,  much  noticed  and  flattered,  he 
had  turned  Christian,  and  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  John. 
He  had  suffered  severely  in  his  family  during  the  recent  war, 
hanng  had  every  soul  to  whom  he  was  allied  cut  off  by  an 
inroad  of  the  enemy  ;  and  when  the  last,  lingering  renmant  of 
his  nation  extingubhed  their  fires,  among  the  hills  of  the  Dela- 
ware, he  alone  had  remained,  with  a  determination  of  laying 
his  bones  in  that  country,  where  his  fathers  had  so  long  Hvcd 
and  governed. 

It  was  only,  however,  within  a  tew  months,  that  he  had 
appeared  among  the  mountains  that  surrounded  Templeton. 
To  the  hut  of  the  old  hunter  he  seemed  peculiarly  welcome ; 
and,  as  the  habits  of  the  "  Leather-stocking "  were  so  nearly 
assimilated  to  those  of  the  savages,  the  conjunction  of  their 
interests  excited  no  surprise.  They  resided  in  the  same  cabin, 
ate  of  the  same  food,  and  were  chiefly  occupied  in  the  same 
puKuits. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  baptismal  name  of  this 
ancient  chief;  but  in  his  conversation  with  Natty,  held  in  the 
language  of  the  Delawares,  he  was  heard  uniformly  to  call 
himself  Chingachgook,  which,  interpreted,  means  the  ^^  Great 
Snake."  This  name  he  had  acquired  in  youth,  by  his  skill  and 
prowess  in  war ;  but  when  his  brows  began  to  wrinkle  with 
time,  and  he  stood  alone,  the  last  of  his  &mily,  and  his 
Dorticulnr  tribe,  the  few  Delawares,  who  yet  continued  about  the 
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bead-waiers  of  their  river,  gave  him  the  mournful  appellation 
of  Mohegan.  Perhaps  there  was  something  of  deep  feeling 
excited  in  the  bosom  of  this  inhabitant  of  the  forest  by  the 
sound  of  a  name  that  recalled  the  idea  of  his  nation  in  ruins, 
for  he  seldom  used  it  himself — never  indeed,  excepting  on  the 
most  solemn  occasions ;  but  the  settlers  had  united,  according 
to  the  Christian  custom,  his  baptismal  with  his  national  name, 
and  to  them  he  was  generally  known  as  John  Mohegan,  or, 
more  familiarly,  as  Indian  John. 

From  his  long  association  with  the  white  men,  the  habits  of 
Mohegan  were  a  mixture  of  the  civilized  and  savage  states, 
though  there  was  certainly  a  strong  preponderance  in  favor  of 
the  latter.  In  common  with  all  his  people,  who  dwelt  within 
the  iLfluence  of  the  Anglo-Americans,  he  had  acquired  new 
wants,  and  his  dress  was  a  mixture  of  his  native  and  European 
fiishions.  Notwithstanding  the  intense  cold  without,  his  head 
was  uncovered;  but  a  profusion  of  long,  black,  coarse  hair 
concealed  his  forehead,  his  crown,  and  even  hung  about  his 
cheeks,  so  as  to  convey  the  idea,  to  one  who  knew  his  present 
and  former  conditions,  that  he  encouraged  its  abundance,  as  a 
willing  veil,  to  hide  the  shame  of  a  noble  soul,  mourning  for 
glory  once  known.  His  forehead,  when  it  could  be  seen, 
appeared  lofty,  broad,  and  noble.  His  nose  was  high,  and  of 
the  kind  called  Roman,  with  nostrils  that  expanded,  in  his 
seventieth  year,  with  the  freedom  that  had  distinguished  them 
in  youth.  His  mouth  was  large,  but  compressed,  and 
possessing  a  great  share  of  expression  and  character ;  and,  when 
opened,  it  discovered  a  perfect  set  of  short,  strong,  and  regular 
teeth.  His  chin  was  full,  though  not  prominent ;  and  his  face 
bore  the  in&llible  mark  of  his  people,  in  its  square,  high 
cheek-bones.  The  eyes  were  not  large,  but  their  black  orUj 
glittered  in  the  rays  of  the  candles,  as  he  gazed  intently  down 
the  hall,  like  two  balls  of  fire. 

The  instant  that  Mohegan  observed  himself  to  be  noticed  by 
the  group  around  the  young  stranger,  he  dropped  the  blanket, 
which  covered  the  upper  part  of  his  frame,  from  his  shoulden, 
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sufienDg  it  to  fall  over  his  leggins  of  untanned  deer-Aldn, 
where  it  was  retained  by  a  belt  of  bark  that  confined  it  to  hk 
waist. 

As  he  walked  slowly  down  the  long  hall,  tlie  dignified  and 
deliberate  tread  of  the  Indian  surprised  the  sj^ectators.  Wn 
shoulders,  and  body  to  his  waist,  were  entirely  bare,  with  tlie 
exception  of  a  silver  medallion  of  Washington,  that  wa« 
suspended  from  his  neck  by  a  thong  of  buck-skin,  and  rested 
on  his  high  chest,  amidst  many  scars.  His  shoulders  were 
rather  broad  and  full ;  but  the  arms,  though  straight  and 
graceful,  wanted  the  nmscular  appearance  that  labor  gives  to  a 
race  of  men.  The  medallion  was  the  only  ornament  he  wore, 
although  enormous  slits  in  the  rim  of  either  ear,  which  suffered 
Uie  cartilages  to  fall  two  inches  below  the  members,  had 
evidently  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  decoration  in  other 
days.  In  his  hand  he  held  a  small  basket  of  the  ash-wood 
slips,  colored  in  divers  fantastical  conceits,  with  red  and  black 
paints  mingled  with  the  white  of  the  wood. 

As  this  child  of  the  forest  approached  them,  the  whole  party 
stood  aside,  and  allowed  him  to  confront  the  object  of  his  visit. 
He  did  not  sjxiak,  however,  but  stood  fixing  his  glowing  eyea 
on  the  shoulder  of  the  young  hunter,  and  then  turning  them 
intently  on  the  countenance  of  the  Judge.  The  latter  was  a 
good  deal  astonished  at  this  unusual  departure  from  the 
ordinarily  subdued  and  quiet  manner  of  the  Indian ;  but  he 
extended  his  hand,  and  said — 

**Thou  art  welcome,  John.  This  youth  entertains  a  high 
o])inion  of  thy  skill,  it  seems,  for  he  prefers  thee  to  dress  his 
wound  even  to  our  good  friend,  Dr.  Todd." 

Mohegan  now  spoke,  in  tolerable  English,  but  in  a  low, 
monotonous,  guttural  tone : — 

"  The  children  of  Miquon  do  not  love  the  sight  of  blood ; 
and  yet  the  Young  Elagle  has  been  struck  by  the  hand  that 
should  do  no  evil !" 

"  Mohegan !  old  John !"  exclaimed  the  Judge,  "  thinkest  thou 
that  my  hand  has  ever  drawn  human  blood  willingly  ?    For 
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shame  !  for  sbame,  old  John  !  thy  religion  should  have  \aught 
thee  better." 

"  The  evil  spirit  sometimes  lives  in  the  best  heart,"  returned 
John,  ^^  but  my  brother  speaks  the  truth ;  his  hand  has  never 
taken  life,  when  awake ;  no !  not  even  when  the  children  of 
the  great  English  Father  were  making  the  waters  red  with  the 
blood  of  his  people." 

"  Surely,  John,"  said  Mr.  Grant,  with  much  earnestness^ 
"you  remember  the  divine  command  of  our  Saviour,  *  Judge 
not,  lest  ye  be  judged.*  What  motive  could  Judge  Temple 
have  for  injuring  a  youth  like  this;  one  to  whom  he  is 
unknown,  and  from  whom  he  can  receive  neither  injury  nor 
favor !" 

John  listened  respectfully  to  the  divine,  and  wheu  he  had 
concluded,  he  stretched  out  his  arm,  and  said  with  energy — 

**  He  is  innocent — my  brother  has  not  done  this." 

Marmaduke  received  the  offered  hand  of  the  other  with  a 
smile,  that  showed,  however  he  might  be  astonished  at  his 
suspicion,  he  had  ceased  to  resent  it ;  while  the  wounded  youth 
stood,  gazing  from  his  red  friend  to  his  host,  with  interest 
powerfully  delineated  in  his  countenance.  No  sooner  was  this 
act  of  pacification  exchanged,  than  John  proceeded  to  discharge 
the  duty  on  which  lie  had  come.  Dr.  Todd  was  far  from 
manifesting  any  displeasure  at  this  invasion  of  his  rights,  but 
made  way  for  tlie  new  leech,  with  an  air  that  expressed  a 
willingness  to  gratify  the  humors  of  his  patient,  now  that 
the  all-important  part  of  the  business  was  so  successfully 
performed,  and  nothing  remained  to  be  done  but  what  an} 
diild  might  effect.  Indeed,  he  whispered  as  much  to  Monsieur 
Le  Quoi,  when  he  said — 

^*'  It  was  fortunate  that  the  ball  was  extracted  before  this 
Indian  came  in ;  but  any  old  woman  can  dress  the  wound. 
The  young  man,  I  hear,  lives  with  John  and  Natty  Bumppo, 
and  it*s  always  best  to  humor  a  patient,  when  it  can  be  done 
discreetly — I  say,  discreetly.  Monsieur." 

"  Certainement,"  returned  the  Frenchman ;    '  you  seem  ver 
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happy,  mister  Todd,  in  your  pratique.  I  tink  the  elder  lady 
might  ver  well  finish  vat  you  so  skeelfuUy  begin." 

But  Hichaid  had,  at  the  bottom,  a  grcKit  deal  of  veneration 
for  the  knowledge  of  Mohegan,  especially  in  external  wounds ; 
and  retaining  all  his  desire  for  a  participation  in  glory,  he 
advanced  nigh  the  Indian,  and  said — 

**Sago,  sago,  Mohegan  !  sago,  my  good  fellow  !  1  am  glad 
you  have  come ;  give  me  a  regular  physician,  like  Dr.  Todd,  to 
cut  into  flesh,  and  a  native  to  heal  the  wound.  Do  you 
remember,  John,  the  time  when  I  and  you  set  the  bone  of 
Natty  Bumppo's  little  finger,  after  he  broke  it  by  falling  from 
the  rock,  when  he  was  trying  to  get  the  partridge  that  fell  on 
the  cliffs.  I  never  could  tell  yet,  whether  it  was  I  or  Natty 
who  killed  that  bird  :  he  fired  first,  and  the  bird  stooped,  and 
then  it  was  rising  jigain  as  I  pulled  trigger.  1  should  have 
claimed  it,  for  a  certainty,  but  Natty  said  the  hole  was  too  big 
for  shot,  and  he  fired  a  single  ball  from  his  rifle ;  but  the  piece 
I  carried  then  didn't  scatter,  and  I  have  known  it  to  bore  a 
hole  through  a  board,  when  Tvo  been  shooting  i\t  a  mark,  very 
much  like  rifle  bullets.  Shall  I  help  you,  John  ?  You  know  I 
have  a  knack  at  these  things." 

Mohegan  heard  this  disquisition  quite  patiently,  and  when 
Richard  concluded,  he  held  out  the  basket  which  contained  his 
specifics,  indicating,  by  a  gesture,  that  he  might  hold  it  Mr. 
Jones  was  quite  satisfied  with  this  commission  ;  and,  ever  after, 
in  speaking  of  the  event,  was  used  to  say,  that  "  Doctor  Todd 
ar^d  I  cut  out  the  bullet,  and  I  and  Indian  John  dressed  the 
wound." 

The  patient  was  much  more  deserving  of  that  epithet,  while 
under  the  hands  of  Mohegan,  than  while  suffering  under  the 
practice  of  the  physician.  Indeed,  the  Indian  gave  him  but 
little  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  a  forbearing  temper,  as 
he  had  come  prepared  for  the  occasion.  His  dressings  wei'e 
B0(>»n  applied,  and  consisted  only  of  some  pounded  bark, 
moistened  with  a  fluid  that  he  had  expressed  from  some  of 
the  simples  of  the  woods. 
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^mong  the  native  tribes  of  the  forest,  there  were  alwavb  two 
kinds  of  leeches  to  be  met  with.  The  one  placed  its  whole 
dependence  on  the  exercise  of  a  supernatural  power,  and  was 
held  in  greater  veneration  than  their  practice  could  at  all 
justify ;  but  the  other  was  really  endowed  with  great  skill  in 
the  ordinary  complaints  of  the  human  body,  and  was  more 
particularly,  as  Natty  had  intimated,  *^  curous  in  cuts  and 
bruises." 

While  John  and  llichard  were  placing  the  dressings  on  the 
wound,  Elnathan  was  acutely  eyeing  the  contents  of  Mohegan's 
basket,  which  Mr.  Jones,  in  his  physical  ardor,  had  transferred 
to  the  Doctor,  in  order  to  hold,  himself,  one  end  of  the 
bandages.  Here  he  was  soon  enabled  to  detect  sundry 
fragments  of  wood  and  bark,  of  which  he,  quite  coolly,  took 
possession,  very  possibly  without  any  intention  of  speaking  at 
all  upon  the  subject ;  but  when  he  beheld  the  full  blue  eye  of 
Marmaduke  watching  his  movements,  he  whispered  to  the 
Judiife — 

"  It  is  not  to  be  denied.  Judge  Temple,  but  what  the  savages 
are  knowing  in  small  matters  of  physic.  Tliey  hand  these 
things  down  in  their  traditions.  Now  in  cancers  and 
hydrophoby,  they  are  quite  ingenious.  I  will  just  take  this 
bark  home  and  analyse  it;  fur,  though  it  can't  be  worth 
sixpence  to  the  young  man's  shoulder,  it  may  be  good  for  the 
toothache,  or  rheumatism,  or  some  of  them  complaints.  A 
man  should  never  be  above  learning,  even  if  it  be  from  an 
Indian." 

It  was  fortunate  for  Dr.  Todd  that  his  principles  were  so 
liberal,  as,  coupled  with  his  practice,  they  were  the  means  by 
which  he  acquired  all  his  knowledge,  and  by  which  he  was 
gradually  qualifying  himself  for  the  duties  of  his  profession. 
The  process  to  which  he  subjected  the  specific,  differed,  however, 
greatly  from  the  ordinary  rules  of  chemistry ;  for,  instead,  of 
separating,  he  afterwards  united  the  component  parts  of 
Mohegau's  remedy,  and  thus  was  able  to  discover  the  tree 
wlience  the  Indian  had  taken  it 
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Some  ten  years  after  this  event,  when  civilization  and  itis 
refinements  had  crept,  or  rather  rushed,  into  the  settlements 
among  these  wild  hills,  an  affair  of  honor  occurred,  and 
Elnathan  was  seen  to  apply  a  salve  to  the  wound  received  by 
one  of  the  parties,  which  had  the  Aavor  that  was  peculiar  to 
the  tree,  or  root,  that  Mohegan  had  used.  Ton  years  later 
still,  when  England  and  the  United  States  were  again  engaged 
in  war,  and  the  hordes  of  the  western  parts  of  the  state  of 
New  York  were  rushing  to  the  field,  Elnathan,  presuming  on 
the  reputation  obtained  by  these  two  operations,  followed  in  the 
rear  of  a  brigade  of  militia  as  its  surgeon  ? 

When  Mohegan  had  applied  the  bark,  he  freely  relinquished 
to  Richard  the  needle  and  thread  that  were  used  in  sewing  the 
l>andages,  for  these  were  implements  of  which  the  native  but 
little  understood  the  use  ;  and,  stepping  back,  with  decent 
gravity,  awaited  the  completion  of  the  business  by  the  other. 

"Reach  me  the  scissors,"  said  Mr.  Jones,  when  he  had 
finished,  and  finished  for  the  second  time,  after  tying  the  linen 
in  every  shape  and  form  that  it  could  be  placed  ;  "  reach  me 
the  scissors,  for  here  is  a  thread  that  must  be  cut  off,  or  it 
might  get  under  the  dressings,  and  inflame  the  wound.  See, 
John,  1  have  put  the  lint  I  scraped  between  two  layers  of  the 
linen  ;  for  though  the  bark  is  certainly  best  for  the  flesh,  yet 
the  lint  will  serve  to  keep  the  cold  air  from  the  wound.  If  any 
lint  will  do  it  good,  it  is  this  lint ;  I  scraped  it  myself  and  I 
will  not  turn  my  back  at  scraping  lint  to  any  man  on  the 
Patent.  I  ought  to  know  how,  if  anybody  ought,  for  my 
grandfather  was  a  doctor,  and  my  father  had  a  natural  turn  that 
way." 

"  Here,  Squire,  is  the  scissors,**  said  Remarkable,  producing 
from  beneath  her  petticoat  of  green  moreen  a  pair  of  dull 
looking  shears  ;  "  well,  upon  my  say-so,  you  have  sewed  on  the 
rags  as  well  as  a  woman.** 

"  As  well  as  a  woman  !"  echoed  Richard,  with  indignation  ; 
"  what  do  women  know  of  such  matters  ?  and  you  are  proof  of 
the  truth  of  what  I  say.     Who  ever  saw  such  a  pair  of  shears 
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ased  about  a  wound?  Dr.  Todd,  I  will  thank  you  for  the 
scissors  from  the  case.  Now,  young  man,  I  think  you'll  do. 
The  shot  has  been  very  neatly  taken  out,  although  perhaps, 
seeing  I  had  a  hand  in  it,  I  ought  not  to  say  so ;  and  the 
wound  is  admirably  dressed.  You  will  soon  be  well  again; 
though  the  jerk  you  gave  my  leaders  must  have  a  tendency  to 
inflame  the  shoulder,  yet  you  will  do,  you  will  do.  You  were 
rather  flurried,  I  suppose,  and  not  used  to  horses ;  but  T  forgive 
the  accident  for  the  motive : — no  doubt  you  had  the  best  of 
motives  ; — ^yes,  now  you  will  do." 

"  Then,  gentlemen,"  said  the  wounded  stranger,  rising,  and 
resuming  his  clothes,  **  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  trespass 
longer  on  your  time  and  patience.  There  remains  but  one 
thing  more  to  be  settled,  and  that  is,  our  respective  rights  to 
the  deer,  Judge  Temple." 

"  I  acknowledge  it  to  be  thine,"  said  Marmaduke ;  "  and 
much  more  deeply  am  I  indebted  to  thee  than  for  this  ]>iece  of 
venison.  But  in  the  morning  thou  wilt  call  here,  and  we  can 
adjust  this,  as  well  as  more  important  matters.  Elizabeth," — 
for  the  young  lady,  being  apprised  that  the  wound  was  dressed, 
had  re-entered  the  hall, — "thou  wilt  order  a  repast  for  tliis 
youth  before  we  proceed  to  the  church  ;  and  Aggy  will  have  a 
sleigh  prepared,  to  convey  him  to  his  friend." 

"  But,  sir,  I  cannot  go  without  a  part  of  the  deer,"  returned 
the  youth,  seemingly  struggling  with  his  own  feelings  ;  "  I  have 
already  told  you  that  I  needed  the  venison  for  myself." 

"  Oh  !  we  will  not  be  particular,"  exclaimed  Richard  ;  "  the 
Judge  will  jiay  you  in  the  morning  for  the  whole  deer ;  and 
Remarkable,  give  the  lad  all  the  animal  excepting  the  saddle  ; 
80,  on  the  whole,  I  think  you  may  consider  yourself  as  a  very 
lucky  young  man; — ^}'ou  have  been  shot  without  being  dis- 
abled ;  have  had  the  wound  dressed  in  the  best  possible  manner 
here  in  the  woods,  as  well  as  it  would  have  been  done  in  tlie 
Philadelphia  hospital,  if  not  better ;  have  sold  your  deer  at  a 
high  price,  and  yet  can  keep  most  of  the  carcase,  with  the  skin 
iu  the  bargain.     'Marky,  tell  Tom  to  give  him  the  skin,  too ; 
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and  in  the  morning  bring  the  skin  to  me,  and  I  wi/I  give  yon 
half  a  dollar  for  it,  or  at  least  three  and  sixpence.  I  want  just 
such  a  skin  to  cover  the  pillion  that  I  am  making  for  cousin 
Bess." 

"  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  liberality,  and,  I  trust,  am  also 
thankful  fur  my  escape,"  returned  the  stranger ;  "  but  you 
reserve  the  very  part  of  the  animal  that  I  wished  for  my  own 
use.     I  must  have  the  saddle  mvself." 

**  Must !"  echoed  Richard  ;  "  must  is  harder  to  be  swallowed 
than  the  horns  of  the  buck." 

"  Yes,  must,"  repeated  the  youth :  when,  turning  his  head 
proudly  around  him,  jis  if  to  see  who  would  dare  to  controvert 
his  rights,  he  met  the  astonished  gaze  of  Elizabeth,  and 
proceeded  more  mildly — "that  is,  if  a  man  is  allowed  the 
possession  of  that  which  his  hand  hath  killed,  and  the  law  will 
protect  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  own." 

"  The  law  will  do  so,"  said  Judge  Temi)le,  with  an  air  of 
mortification  mingled  with  surprise.  "  Benjamin,  see  that  the 
whole  deer  is  placed  in  the  sleigh ;  and  have  this  youth 
conveyed  to  the  hut  of  Leather-stocking.  But,  young  man,  thou 
hast  a  name,  and  I  shall  see  you  again,  in  order  to  compensate 
thee  for  the  wrong  I  have  done  thee  ?" 

"  I  am  called  Etlwards,"  returned  the  hunter ;  "  Ohver 
Edwards.  I  am  easily  to  be  seen,  sir,  for  I  live  nigh  by,  and 
am  not  afraid  to  show  my  face,  having  never  injured  any 
man." 

"  It  is  we  who  have  injured  you,  sir,"  said  Ehzabeth  ;  "  and 
the  knowledge  that  you  decline  our  assistance  would  give  my 
father  great  pain,     lie  would  gladly  see  you  in  the  morning." 

The  young  hunter  gazed  at  the  fair  speaker  until  his  earnest 
look  brought  the  blood  to  her  temples ;  when,  recollecting 
himself,  he  bent  his  head,  dropping  his  eyes  to  the  carpet,  and 
replied — 

"  In  the  morning,  then,  will  I  return,  and  see  Judge  Temple; 
and  I  will  accept  his  offer  of  the  sleigh,  in  token  of  amity." 

"  Amity  T'   repeated  Marmaduke ;  "  there  was  no  malice  in 
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tlie  act  that  itgured  thee,  younn;  man ;   there  should  be  none  iu 
the  feelings  which  it  may  engender." 

"  Forgive  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass 
against  us,"  observed  Mr.  Grant,  "  is  the  language  used  by  our 
Divine  Master  himself,  and  it  should  be  the  golden  rule  of  us, 
his  huir4ble  followers." 

The  stranger  stood  a  moment,  lost  in  thought,  and  then 
glancing  his  dark  eyes  rather  wildly  around  the  hall,  he  bowe.l 
low  to  the  divine,  and  moved  from  the  apartment,  with  an 
air  that  would  not  admit  of  detention. 

"  'Tis  strange  that  one  so  young  should  harbor  such  feelings 
of  resentment,"  said  Marmaduke,  when  the  door  closed  behind 
the  stranger ;  "  but  while  the  pain  is  recent,  and  the  sense  of 
the  injury  so  fresh,  he  must  feel  more  strongly  than  in  cooler 
moments.  I  doubt  not  we  shall  see  him  in  the  morning  more 
tractabl''.*' 

Elizabeth,  to  whom  this  speech  was  addressed,  did  not  reply, 
but  moved  slowly  up  the  hall,  by  herself,  fixing  her  eyes  on  the 
little  figure  of  the  English  ingrained  carpet  that  covered  the 
floor;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  Richard  gave  a  loud  crack  with 
his  whip,  as  the  stranger  disappeared,  and  cried — 

"  Well,  'duke,  you  are  your  own  master,  b\it  I  would  have 
tried  law  for  the  saddle,  before  I  would  have  given  it  to  the 
fellow.  Do  you  not  own  the  mountains  as  well  as  the  valleys  ? 
are  not  the  woods  your  own  ?  what  right  has  this  chap,  or  the 
Leather-stocking,  to  shoot  in  your  woods,  without  your  permis- 
sion ?  Now,  I  have  known  a  farmer  in  Pennsylvania  order 
a  sportsman  of}*  his  farm  with  as  little  ceremony  as  I  would 
order  Benjamin  to  put  a  log  in  the  stove.  By  the  by,  Ben- 
jamin, see  how  the  thermometer  stands  Now,  if  a  man  has 
a  right  to  do  this  on  a  farm  of  a  hundred  acres,  what  j)ower 
must  a  landlord  have  who  owns  sixty  thousand — aye,  for  the 
matter  of  that,  including  the  late  purchases,  a  hundred  thou- 
sand ?  There  is  Mohegan,  to  be  sure,  he  may  have  some  right, 
being  a  native ;  but  it's  little  the  \k>ot  fellow  can  do  now  with 
hi.<(  rifle.     How  is  this  managed  in  France,  Monsieur  Lo  Quoi? 
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Do  you  let  everybody  run  over  your  land  in  that  country,  belter- 
skelter,  as  tbey  do  here,  sbooting  the  game,  so  that  a  gentleman 
has  but  little  or  no  chance  with  his  gun  ?^' 

"  Bah  !  diable,  no,  Meester  Deeck,"  replied  the  Frenchman ; 
'*  wo  give,  in  France,  no  liberty,  except  to  the  ladi." 

"  Yes,  yes,  to  the  women,  I  know,"  said  Richard, "  that  is  your 
Salick  law.  I  read,  sir,  all  kinds  of  books ;  of  France,  as  well  as 
England ;  of  Greece,  as  well  as  Rome.  But  if  I  were  in  'duke's 
place,  I  would  stick  up  advertisements  to-morrow  morning,  for- 
bidding all  persons  to  shoot,  or  trespass  in  any  manner,  on  my 
woods.  1  could  write  such  an  advertisement  myself,  in  an  hour, 
as  would  put  a  stop  to  the  thing  at  once." 

"  Richart,"  said  Major  Hartmann,  very  coolly  knocking  the 
ashes  from  his  pipe  into  the  spitting-box  by  his  side,  "now 
listen ;  I  have  livet  seventy-five  years  on  ter  Mohawk,  and  in  ter 
woots. — You  hat  petter  mettle  as  mit  ter  deyvcl,  as  mit  ter 
hunters.  Tey  live  mit  ter  gun,  and  a  rifle  is  petter  as  ter 
law." 

"A'nt  Marmaduke  a  Judge?"  said  Richard,  indignantly. 
"  Where  is  the  use  of  being  a  judge,  or  having  a  Judge,  if  there 
is  no  law  ?  Damn  the  fellow !  I  have  a  great  mind  to  sue 
him  in  the  morning  myself,  before  Squire  Doolittle,  for  meddling 
with  n)y  leadei"s.  I  am  not  afraid  of  his  rifle.  I  can  shoot  too. 
I  have  hit  a  dollar  many  a  time  at  fifty  rods." 

"Thou  hast  missed  more  dollars  than  ever  thou  hast  hit, 
Dickon,"  exclaimed  the  cheerful  voice  of  the  Judge. — "  But  we 
will  now  take  our  evening's  repast,  wliidi,  I  perceive  by 
liemarkable's  physiognomy,  is  ready.  Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  Miss 
Temple  has  a  hand  at  your  service.  Will  you  lead  the  way, 
my  child  ?" 

"  Ah !  ma  chore  Mam'selle,  comme  je  suis  enchant^ !"  said 
the  Frenchman.  "II  ne  manque  que  les  dames  de  fuire  un 
paradis  de  Templeton." 

Mr.  Grant  and  Mohegan  continued  in  the  hall,  while  the 
remainder  of  the  party  withdrew  to  an  eating  parlor,  if  we 
except  Benjamin,  who  civilly  remained,  to  close  the  rear  after 
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tlie  clergyman,  and  to  open  the  front  door  for  the  exit  of  the 
Indian. 

"  John,"  said  the  divine,  when  the  figure  of  Judge  Temple 
disappeared,  the  last  of  the  group,  "  to-morrow  is  the  festival  of 
the  nativity  of  our  blessed  Redeemer,  when  the  church  has 
appointed  prayers  and  thanksgivings  to  be  offered  up  by  hei 
children,  and  when  all  are  invited  to  partake  of  the  mystical 
elements.  As  you  have  taken  up  the  cross,  and  become  a 
follower  of  good  and  an  eschewer  of  evil,  T  trust  I  shall 
see  you  before  the  altar,  with  a  contrite  heart  and  a  meek 
ftpjnt." 

"John  will  come,"  said  the  Indian,  betraying  no  surprise; 
though  he  did  not  understand  all  the  terms  used  by  the  other. 

"  Yes,"  continued  Mr.  Grant,  laying  his  hand  gently  on  the 
tawny  shoulder  of  the  aged  chief,  "  but  it  is  not  enough  to  be 
there  in  the  body ;  you  must  come  in  the  spirit  and  in  truth. 
The  Redeemer  died  for  all,  for  the  poor  Indian  as  well  as  for 
the  white  man.  Heaven  knows  no  diflference  in  color ;  nor 
must  earth  witness  a  separation  of  the  church.  It  is  good 
and  profitable,  John,  to  freshen  the  understanding,  and  support 
the  wavering,  by  the  observance  of  our  holy  festivals ;  but  all 
form  is  but  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  the  Holy  One,  unless  it  be 
accompanied  by  a  devout  and  humble  spirit." 

The  Indian  stepped  back  a  little,  and,  raising  his  body  to  its 
utmost  powers  of  erection,  he  stretched  his  right  arm  on  high, 
and  dropped  his  foro-finger  downward,  as  if  pointing  from  the 
heavens,  then  striking  his  other  hand  on  his  naked  breast,  he 
said,  with  energy — 

"  The  eye  of  the  Great  Spirit  can  see  from  the  clouds  ; — ^the 
bosom  of  Mohegan  is  bare  I" 

**It  is  well,  John,  and  I  hope  you  will  receive  profit  and 

consolation  from  the  performance  of  this  duty.     The  Great  Spirit 

overlooks  none  of  his  children ;  and  the  man  of  the  woods  is  as 

much  an  object  of  his  care  as  he  who  dwells  in  a  palace.     I 

wish  you  a  good  night,  and  pray  God  to  bless  you." 

The  Indian  bent  his  head,  and  they  separated — the  one  to 

6* 
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seek  Im  hut,  nnd  the  other  to  juin  the  party  at  tbo  supper 
table.  While  Benjamin  was  opening  tiie  door  for  tlie  passage 
of  the  chief,  he  cried,  in  a  tone  that  was  meant  to  be  encourag- 
ing— 

"  The  parson  says  the  word  tliat  i«  true,  John.  If  so  be  that 
they  took  count  of  the  color  of  the  skin  in  heaven,  why  tlicy 
might  refuse  to  muster  on  their  books  a  Christian-bom,  like 
myself,  just  for  the  matlor  of  a  little  tan,  from  cruising  in  warm 
lautudes ;  though,  fur  the  matter  of  that,  this  damned  Dor- 
wuster  is  enough  to  whiten  tlie  skin  of  a  bhickamorc.  Let  the 
reef  out  of  your  blanket,  man,  or  your  red  hide  will  hardly 
weather  the  night,  without  a  touch  from  the  frost." 


CHAPTER  Vm. 


TrVi!  have  made  our  faders  nojuiiititvO  willi  some  variety  id 
cbamcter  and  nations,  in  introducing  tiie  most  important  per- 
sonages of  tkis  legend  U>  tlieir  notice :  but,  in  order  U>  e:»>tubli.->!i 
llie  ddelity  of  our  narrative,  we  Hliall  brivtly  ntt«injit  to  explain 
the  reason  why  we  liave  been  obliged  to  present  so  motley  n 
dnim.itjs  persons. 

Europe,  at  ihe  period  of  our  tale,  was  in  tlic  coin  men  cement 
of  tiint  commotion  which  afterward^i  shooV  her  jwlitical  institu- 
tions to  the  centre.  Louis  the  Sixteenth  hiid  been  bolieaded, 
and  a  nation  once  esteemed  the  most  refilled  among  the  dvi- 
lized  people  of  the  world,  was  changing  its  character,  nnd 
substituting  cruelty  for  mercy,  and  subtlety  and  ferocity  for 
niagnaiiiinity  and  courage.  Tlion-ands  of  Frenchmen  were 
compelled  to  seek  protection  in  distant  land''.  Among  the 
crowds  who  fled  from  France  and  her  islands,  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  was  the  gentleman  whom  we  have  already 
mentioned  as  Monsieur  Lc  Quoi.  lie  had  boon  recommended 
to  the  &vor  of  Judge  Temple,  by  the  head  of  an  eminent  mer- 
cantile house  in  New  York,  with  whom  Murmaduke  was  in 
habits  of  intimacy,  and  acctistomcd  to  exchnnge  good  ofBees. 
At  his  first  interview  with  the  Frenchman,  our  Judge  had  dis- 
covered him  to  be  a  man  of  breeding,  and  one  who  had  seen 
much  more  prosperous  days  in  his  own  country.  From  certain 
hints  that  had  escaped  him,  Monsieur  Lc  Quo!  was  saspecUd 
of  having  been  n  West-India  planter,  great  numbers  of  whom 
had  fled  from  St.  Domingo  and  tlie  otber  islands,  and  were  do* 
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living  in  the  Union,  in  a  state  of  comparative  poverty,  and  some 
in  absolute  want.  The  hitter  was  not,  however,  the  lot  of 
Monsieur  Le  Quoi.  He  had  but  little,  he  acknowledged  ;  but 
that  little  was  enough  to  furnish,  in  the  language  of  the  country, 
an  assortment  for  a  store. 

The  knowledge  of  Marmaduke  was  eminently  practical,  and 
there  was  no  part  of  a  settler's  life  with  which  he  was  not 
familiar.  Under  his  direction.  Monsieur  Le  Quoi  made  some 
purchases,  consisting  of  a  few  cloths;  some  groceries,  with  a 
good  deal  of  gunpowder  and  tobacco ;  a  quantity  of  iron  ware, 
among  which  was  a  large  proportion  of  Barlow's  jack-knives, 
potash-kettles,  and  spiders;  a  very  formidable  collection  of 
crockery,  of  the  coarsest  quality  and  most  uncouth  forms ; 
together  with  every  other  common  article  that  the  art  of  man 
has  devised  for  his  wants,  not  forgetting  the  luxuries  of  looking- 
glasses  and  Jews'  harps.  With  this  collection  of  valuables. 
Monsieur  Le  Quoi  had  stepped  behind  a  counter,  and,  with  a 
wonderful  pliability  of  temperament,  had  dropped  into  his 
assumed  character  as  gracefully  as  he  had  ever  moved  in  any 
other.  The  gentleness  and  suavity  of  his  manners  rendered  him 
extremely  popular ;  besides  this,  the  women  soon  discovered 
that  he  had  a  taste.  His  calicoes  were  the  finest,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  most  showy,  of  any  that  were  brought  into  the 
country ;  and  it  was  impossible  to  look  at  the  prices  asked  for 
his  goods  by  *'  so  pretty  a  spoken  man."  Through  these  con- 
joint means,  the  affairs  of  Monsieur  Le  Quoi  were  again  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  and  he  was  looked  up  to  by  the  settlers  as 
the  second-best  man  on  the  "  Patent" 

The  term  "  Patent,"  which  we  have  already  used,  and  for 
which  we  may  have  further  occasion,  meant  the  district  of 
country  that  had  been  originally  granted  to  old  Major  Effing- 
ham by  the  "  king's  letters  patent,"  and  which  had  now  become, 
by  purchase  under  the  act  of  confiscation,  the  property  of  Mar- 
maduke Tempb.  It  was  a  term  in  common  use  throughout 
the  new  parts  of  the  state ;  and  was  usually  annexed  to  the 
landlord's  name,  as  "  Temple's  or  Effingham's  Patent." 
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Major  HartmaDQ  was  tie  dcsccndnnt  of  a  man  who,  in  com- 
pany with  a  number  of  hb  countrymen,  had  emigrated,  with 
tlieir  families,  (Tom  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  to  tliose  of  the 
Mohawk.  This  migration  had  occurred  as  thr  buck  as  the 
leign  of  Queen  Anne ;  and  their  descendants  were  now  living, 
in  great  peace  and  plenty,  on  Lho  fertile  borders  of  that  beauti- 
ful stream. 

The  Germans,  or  "  High  Dutcliers,"  as  they  were  called,  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  the  original  or  Low  Dutch  colonists,  were  a 
very  peculiar  people.  They  possessed  iill  the  gravily  of  the 
Utter,  without  any  of  their  phlegm;  and,  liku  tliem,  the  "High 
Dutchers  "  were  industrious,  honest,  and  economical. 

Fritz,  or  Frederick  Hartmann,  was  an  epitome  of  all  the  vices 
and  virtues,  foibles  and  excellences,  of  his  race.  He  wna  pas- 
sionate, though  silent,  obstinate,  and  .1  good  deal  suspicious  of 
strangers  ;  of  immovable  courage,  inflexible  honesty,  and  unde- 
viating  in  hia  friendshijn.  ludeed  tliere  was  no  change  about 
him,  unless  it  were  from  grave  to  gay.  He  was  serious  by 
months,  and  jolly  by  weeks.  He  had,  early  in  their  acquaint- 
ance, forraed  an  attachment  for  Marmaduke  Temple,  who  was 
the  only  man  that  could  not  speak  High  Dutch  that  ever 
gained  his  entire  confidence.  Four  times  in  eacli  year,  at 
periods  equidistant,  he  left  his  low  stone  dwelling,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mohawk,  and  travelled  thirty  miles,  through  the  hills,  to 
the  door  of  the  mansion-house  in  Templeton.  Here  he  gene- 
rally stayed  a  week ;  and  was  reputed  to  spend  much  of  that 
time  ill  riotous  living,  gready  countenauced  by  Mr.  Richard 
jMies.  But  every  one  loved  him,  even  to  Remarkable  Petti- 
bone,  to  whom  he  occasioned  some  additional  trouble,  he  was 
SO  frank,  so  sincere,  and,  at  times,  so  mirthful.  He  was  now  on 
his  regular  Christuias  visit,  and  had  not  been  in  the  village  an 
hour  when  Richard  summoned  him  to  fill  a  seat  in  the  sleigh, 
to  meet  the  landlord  and  his  daughter. 

Before  explaining  the  diameter  and  situation  of  Mr.  GraTit, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  recur  to  times  far  back  in  the  brief  history 
of  the  settlement. 


Tticre  Eeums  U>  be  a  tendency  in  human  nnturc  to  euUeavur 
to  provide  for  the  wants  of  this  world,  before  our  att«DtioD  ii 
turned  U>  the  business  of  the  other.  licligion  wns  a  quality 
but  little  cultivated  amid  the  stum)>s  of  Teinple's  Patent  fur  tho 
first  few  yeaiB  of  its  settlement;  but,  aa  most  of  ils  inhabitants 
were  from  the  mora!  states  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts, 
when  the  wants  of  nature  were  satisfied,  they  began  seriously 
to  turn  their  attention  to  the  introduction  of  tjiosc  customs  aud 
observances  which  had  been  the  principal  care  of  their 
forefathers.  There  naa  certainly  a  great  variety  of  opinions  on 
the  subject  of  grace  and  free-will  among  the  tenantry  of 
Marmaduke ;  and,  when  wc  take  into  consideration  the  variety 
of  tho  religious  instruction  which  they  received,  it  can  easily  be 
seen  that  it  could  not  well  be  otherwise. 

Soon  aficr  tlie  village  had  been  formally  l;tid  out  into  the 
streets  and  b/och  that  reseniblcJ  a  city,  ii  meeting  of  its 
inhabitants  had  been  convened,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  establishing  an  academy.  This  measure  originated 
with  Richard,  who,  in  truth,  was  much  disposed  to  have  the 
institution  designated  a  university,  or  at  least  a  college. 
Meeting  after  inteting  was  held,  for  tlii'4  puqiose,  year  after 
yeiir.  The  reaolutiona  of  those  assemblages  appeared  in  the 
most  conspicuous  coluiiuis  of  a  liltie,  blue-looking  newsjiaper, 
that  was  already  i^ucd  weekly  from  the  garret  of  a  dwelling- 
house  in  the  nllnge,  aud  which  the  traveller  might  as  often  sec 
stuck  into  the  fissure  of  a  stake,  erected  at  the  point  where  the 
footpath  from  the  log-cabin  of  some  settler  entered  the 
highway,  as  a  post-office  for  an  individual.  Sometimes  tlie 
stake  supported  a  small  bos,  and  a  whole  neighborhoiwl 
received  a  weekly  supply  for  their  literary  wants,  at  this  point, 
where  the  mac  who  "  rides  post "  regularly  de|>oeited  a  buiidle 
of  the  precious  commodity.  To  these  flourishing  resolulionb, 
which  brielly  recounted  the  general  utility  of  education,  the 
political  and  geographical  rights  of  the  village  of  Templeton  to 
a  participation  in  the  favors  of  the  regents  of  the  university, 
the  salubrity  of   the  lur,   and   wholcsomeness  of    the  water, 


t<^lher  witb  the  cheapne«ia  of  food  and  the  superior  state  of 
rnonils  in  the  neigliborliood,  were  unifonnly  annexed,  in  large 
ItoiDAii  capitiiU,  the  names  of  Marmaduke  Temple  as  cboinnan, 
nod  Riclinrd  Junes  ns  Secretary. 

IIap|)ily  for  the  success  of  this  underlidiing,  the  regents  were 
not  necustomed  to  resist  these  Hppeats  to  their  generoMtv, 
whenever  there  was  the  snmllest  protipect  of  n  donation  to 
decond  the  request.  Eventually  Judge  Temple  concluded  le 
bestow  the  necessary  htiid,  and  to  erect  Uie  required  edifice  at 
hi«  own  ex[)ensc.  The  skill  of  Mr.,  or,  as  he  wns  now  called. 
from  tlic  circnn'.stance  of  having  received  the  commission  of  a 
jnstico  of  the  peace,  Squire  Do<ilittle,  was  again  put  in 
requisition ;  and  the  scienco  of  Mr.  Jones  nas  once  more 
resorted  to. 

We  shall  not  recount  the  ditfercnt  devices  of  (he  arehitecU 
on  the  occasion  ;  nor  would  it  be  decorous  so  to  do,  seeing  tlint 
there  was  a  conioeaiiou  of  the  society  of  the  ancient  and 
honoriible  fraternity  "  of  ibe  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,"  at  the 
head  of  whom  was  liicliard,  in  the  capadty  of  iniistcr,  doubtless 
to  approve  or  reject  such  of  the  plans  as,  in  thoir  wisdom,  they 
deemed  to  be  fur  tlie  besL  llie  knotty  point  was,  however, 
soon  decided ;  and,  on  the  appointed  diiy,  tlic  brotherhood 
inarched  in  great  stale,  displaying  sundiy  bannera  and 
mysterious  syniboU,  each  man  wilh  a  little  mimic  apron  before 
him,  from  a  most  cunningly  contrived  apartment  in  the  garret 
of  the  "  Bold  Dragoon,"  an  inn  kept  by  one  Capt,iin  HoUisler, 
to  the  site  of  the  intended  edifice.  Here  llichard  liud  the 
comer-stone,  wilb  suitable  gravity,  amidst  an  assemblage  of 
more  than  half  the  men,  imd  all  the  women,  within  ten  mile* 
of  Tempi eton. 

In  (he  couT^  of  the  succeeding  week  there  was  another 
meetjng  of  the  people,  not  omitting  swarms  of  the  gentler  sex, 
when  the  abilities  of  Hiram  at  the  "  square  rule"  were  put  to 
the  test  of  experiment  The  frame  fitted  well ;  and  tho 
skeleton  of  the  fabric  was  reared  without  a  single  accident,  if 
wc   escept  a  few  falls  from   horses   while  the  hiborers  were 
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returning  home  in  the  evening.  From  this  time  tlio  work 
advanced  with  groat  rapidity,  and  in  tlie  course  of  tlie  scaaon 
the  labor  was  completed ;  tlie  edifice  standing,  ia  all  its  beauty 
and  jiroportions,  the  l>uast  of  the  village,  Uic  study  of  youn^ 
aspirants  fur  architectural  fame,  and  tlio  admiratiun  of  every 
Wittier  on  the  Patent. 

It  was  a  long,  narrow  house  of  wood,  |)ainted  wkite,  and 
more  than  half  windows ;  and  when  the  obserx-er  stood  at  the 
western  side  uf  the  building,  the  editicc  offered  but  a  small 
ubbtiicle  to  a  full  view  of  the  rising  sun.  It  wtis,  in  truth,  but 
a  very  cuuifurtltfss  o]K'n  ])Iace,  through  which  the  daylight 
shoiio  with  natural  facilitv.  On  its  front  were  divers  orLamenta 
in  woihI,  dcsign(>d  by  Richard,  and  executed  by  Iliram;  but  a 
window  in  the  c«Mitrc  of  the  second  story,  immediately  over  the 
door  or  grand  entrance,  and  the  **steej»le,"  were  the  pride  of 
the  building.  The  former  was,  we  believe,  of  the  composite 
order;  fi)r  it  included  in  its  com|)osition  a  multitude  of 
ornaments,  and  a  great  variety  of  ])ro]>ortions.  It  consisted  of 
an  arched  compartment  in  the  centre,  with  a  square  and 
small  division  on  either  side,  the  whole  encased  in  heavy 
frames,  deeply  and  laboriously  moulded  in  pine-wood,  and 
lighted  with  a  va^^t  numlx>r  of  blurred  and  green-looking  glass, 
of  those  dimensions  which  are  commonly  called  "eight  by  ten." 
Blinds,  that  were  intended  to  be  ])ainted  green,  kept  the  window 
in  a  state  of  pres<.»rvation ;  and  jirobably  n)ight  have  contributed 
to  the  effect  of  the  whole,  had  not  the  failure  in  the  public 
funds,  which  seems  always  to  be  incicWntal  to  any  undertaking 
of  this  kind,  left  them  in  the  sombre  coat  of  lead  color  witli 
which  they  had  been  originally  clothed.  The  "  steeple"  was  a 
little  cupola,  reared  on  the  very  centre  of  the  roof,  on  four  tall 
pillars  of  pine,  that  were  fluted  with  a  gouge,  and  loaded  with 
mouldings.  On  the  tops  of  the  columns  was  reared  a  dome  or 
cupola,  resembling  in  shape  an  mverted  tea-cup,  without  its 
bottom,  from  the  centre  of  which  projected  a  spire,  or  shaft  of 
wood,  transfixed  with  two  iron  rods,  that  bore  on  their  ends  the 
letters  N.  S.  R  and  W.  in  the  same  metal.     The  whole  wiw 
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RurmouDted  by  an  imititioa  of  ope  of  tlio  fiooj  tribe,  carved  in 
vood  by  the  bands  of  Richard,  and  painted  nbat  he  called  a 
"  scale-color."  This  animal  Mr.  Jones  aEdrmed  to  be  an 
admirable  resemblance  of  a  great  favorite  of  the  epicures  in 
that  country,  which  bore  the  title  of  "  lake-fiih  ;"  and  doubtless 
the  assertion  tvoa  true ;  for,  although  intended  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  a  weathercock,  the  fish  was  observed  invariably  to 
look,  with  a  longing  eye,  in  the  direction  of  the  beautiful  sheet 
of  water  that  lay  imbedded  in  the  mountains  of  Templeton. 

For  a  short  time  after  the  charter  of  the  regents  was 
received,  the  trustees  of  this  institution  employed  a  graduate  of 
one  of  the  eastern  colleges,  to  instruct  such  youth  as  aspired  (o 
knowledge,  within  the  walls  of  the  edifice  which  we  have 
described.  The  upper  part  of  Ihe  building  was  in  one 
apartment,  and  was  intended  for  gala-days  and  exhibitions ;  and 
the  lower  contained  two  rooms,  tliat  were  intended  for  tlie 
great  di\-isions  of  education,  viz.  the  Latin  and  the  English 
scholars.  The  former  were  never  very  numerous;  though  the 
sounds  of  "  nominative,  pennaa, — genitive,  paint/,"  were  soon 
heard  to  issue  from  the  windows  of  the  room,  to  the  great 
delight  and  manifest  edification  of  the  passenger. 

Only  one  laborer  in  this  temple  of  Minerva,  however,  was 
known  to  get  so  far  as  to  attempt  a  translation  of  Virgil.  He, 
indeed,  appeared  at  the  annual  exhibition,  to  the  prodigious 
exultation  of  all  !iia  relatives,  a  farmer's  family  in  the  vicinity, 
find  repeated  tho  whole  of  the  first  eclogue  from  memory, 
observing  the  intonations  of  the  dialogue  with  much  judgment 
and  efiect.     The  sounds,  as  thoy  proceeded  from  his  mouth,  of 

'■T]Hj-ne  t»pally-l»  ne-coD-lMni  lab  lc|  inl-nM  fU-fy 

were  the  last  that  had  been  heard  in  that  building,  as  probably 
they  were  the  first  that  had  ever  been  beard,  in  the  same 
language,  there  or  nnyuhcro  else.  By  this  time  the  trustees 
discovered  that  they  had  anticipated  tho  age,  and  the  itutruelor, 
or  prineipal,  was  gnpersedi'd  by  a  matter,  who  went  on  to 
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teach  the  moro  liumble  lesson  of  "  iho  more  haste  the  worse 
»peed,"  in  good,  plaio  English. 

From  this  time,  until  Uie  date  of  our  incidents,  the  Academy 
WHS  n  common  comitry  school,  snd  the  great  room  of  the 
building  was  Bometimes  used  as  a  courtroom,  on  extraordinnry 
trials ;  sometimes  fur  conferences  of  Ibc  reli^ous  and  the 
morally  disposed,  in  the  evening ;  at  others  for  a  ball,  in  the 
afternoon,  given  under  the  au3[>iee«  of  Richard;  and  on 
Sundays  invariably,  as  a  place  of  public  woreliip. 

When  an  itinerant  priest  of  the  persuasion  of  the  Methodists, 
Baptists,  Universalisb,  or  of  the  more  numerous  sect  of  the  Pres- 
byterians, was  accidentally  in  the  neighborhood,  he  was  ordinarily 
invited  to  officiate,  and  was  commonly  rewarded  for  his  services 
by  B  collection  in  n  hat,  before  tlie  congregation  separated. 
When  no  such  regular  minister  offered,  a  kind  of  colloquial 
prayer  or  two  was  made  by  some  of  the  more  gifted  members, 
iind  a  sermon  was  usually  read,  frcm  St«rue,  by  Mr.  Itichard 

The  conseijuence  of  this  desultory  kind  of  priesthood  was,  as 
we  have  already  intimated,  a  great  diicreity  of  opitiion  on  the 
more  abstruse  points  of  faith.  Each  sect  had  its  adherents, 
though  neither  was  regularly  organized  and  disciplined.  Of 
the  religious  education  of  Mnrmaduke  we  have  already  written, 
nor  was  the  doubtful  character  of  his  faith  completely  removed 
by  his  marriage.  The  mother  of  Elizabeth  was  an  Episcopalian, 
as,  indeed,  was  the  mother  of  the  Judge  himself;  and  the  good 
taste  of  Sfarniaduke  revolted  at  the  familiar  colloquies  which  the 
leaders  of  the  conferences  held  with  tlie  Deity,  in  their  nightly 
meetings.  In  form,  he  was  certainly  an  Episcopalian,  though  not 
a  sectary  of  that  denomination.  On  the  other  hand,  Hichard  was 
ns  rigid  in  the  observance  of  the  canons  of  his  church  as  he  was 
inflexible  in  his  opinions.  Tndeed,  he  had  once  or  twice  essayed 
to  introduce  the  E[>iscopal  rorin  of  service,  on  the  Sundays  that 
the  pulpit  was  vacant;  but  Richard  was  a  good  deal  addicted 
to  carrying  things  to  an  excess,  and  then  there  was  something 
to  papal  in  his  air,  that  the  greater  part  of  his  bearers  deserted 


him  on  tbe  second  Sabbath — on  the  third  his  only  auditor  wn: 
Bell  Punip,  who  bad  all  Uie  obstiiiate  and  un1i};hlened  ortho- 
doxy of  a  higli  cbiircbman. 

Before  tlio  war  of  the  revolution,  the  English  church  was 
Bupportcd,  in  tbe  coioTiies,  with  much  interest,  by  some  of  il^ 
adherents  in  the  motlier  country,  and  a  few  of  the  congregations 
were  very  ainply  endowed.  Btit,  for  a  Bea^oii,  after  tbe  inde- 
pendence of  the  States  voa  estiiblished,  this  sect  of  Chmtinns 
languished,  for  the  want  of  tbe  highest  order  of  its  priesthood. 
Pious  and  suitable  divines  were  at  length  selected,  and  sent  to 
the  mother  country,  to  receive  that  authority,  which,  it  is  under- 
stood, can  only  he  transmitted  directly  from  one  to  tbe  other, 
and  thus  obtain,  in  order  to  ]iroservc,  that  unity  in  tlieir 
churches,  which  properly  belonged  to  a  people  of  the  same 
nation.  But  unexpected  difficultica  presented  themselves,  in  the 
oaths  with  which  (he  policy  of  England  had  fettered  their 
establishment ;  and  much  time  was  spent  before  a  conscientious 
sense  of  duty  would  permit  the  prelates  of  Britain  to  delegate 
the  autliority  so  earnestly  sought.  Time,  patience,  and  zeni, 
however,  removed  every  impediment ;  and  Uie  venerable  men, 
who  had  been  set  apart  by  the  American  churches,  at  length 
returned  to  their  expecting  dioceses,  endowed  with  the  most 
elevated  functions  of  their  earthly  cburcli.  Priests  and  deacons 
were  ordained ;  and  miMtionaries  provided,  to  keep  alive  the 
expiring  flame  of  devotion  in  such  memliers  as  were  deprived 
of  tlio  ordinary  administrations,  by  dwelling  in  new  and  unor- 
ganized districts. 

Of  this  number  was  Mr.  Grant,  lie  bad  been  sent  into  tbe 
county  of  which  Templetun  was  the  capital,  and  had  been  kindly 
invited  by  Marmaduke,  and  officiously  pressed  by  Richard,  to 
take  up  his  abode  in  the  villi^.  Asniall  and  humble  dwelling 
was  prepared  for  bis  family,  and  the  diiine  had  made  his 
appearance  in  ttie  i)lace  but  a  few  days  previously  to  tbe  time  of 
his  introduction  to  the  reader.  As  his  forms  were  entirely  new 
to  most  of  tlie  inhabitants,  and  a  clergyman  of  another  denomi- 
oatioii   had  previously  occupied   the  field,  by  engaging  the 
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BcnJemy,  the  fint  Sunday  after  his  arrival  was  sufiered  to  pnss 
ID  silence  ;  but  now  that  hw  rival  had  passed  on,  like  a  meteor, 
filling  the  ^r  with  the  light  of  his  wisdom,  Richard  was  empow- 
ered lo  give  notice  that  "  Public  worship,  after  the  forms  of  the 
ProtesUot  Episcopal  Church,  would  be  huld  on  the  night  before 
Christmaa,  in  the  long  room  of  the  academy  in  Templeton,  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Grant." 

This  annunciation  excited  great  commotion  among  the  differ- 
ent sectaries.  Some  wondered  as  to  the  nature  of  the  e:(hibi- 
tion  ;  others  sneered  ;  but  a  far  greater  part,  recollecting  the 
esunys  of  Ilichard  in  tliat  way,  and  mindful  of  the  liberality,  or 
rather  kxity  of  Marmaduke's  notions  on  the  subject  of  sectariaQ- 
ism,  thought  it  most  prudent  to  be  silent. 

The  ejtpected  evening  was,  however,  the  wonder  of  the  lionr ; 
nor  was  the  curiosity  at  all  diminished,  when  Richard  and 
Benjamin,  on  tlie  morning  of  the  eventful  day,  were  seen  to 
issue  from  the  woods  in  the  neighborhood  of  tiie  village,  each 
bearing  on  his  shoulders  a  large  bunch  of  evergreens.  This 
worthy  p^r  was  observed  to  enter  the  academy,  and  carefully 
to  fasten  the  door,  alYer  which  their  proceedings  rem^iined  a 
profound  secret  to  the  rest  of  the  vill^e  ;  Mr.  Jones,  before  he 
commenced  this  tnysterious  busine^  having  informed  the 
schoolmaster,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  white-headed  flock  he 
goveri:ed,  that  there  could  be  no  school  that  day.  Marmadukc 
was  apprised  of  all  these  preparations,  by  letter,  and  it  was 
especially  arranged,  that  he  and  Elizabeth  should  arrive  in 
season,  to  partjcipate  in  the  solemnities  of  the  evening. 

After  this  digression,  we  shall  return  to  our  narrative. 


THKPIONSBRtf.  113 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Now  all  admire,  in  each  high-flavored  dish, 
The  capabilities  of  flesh— fowl— fish  ; 
In  order  due  each  guest  asstunes  his  station. 
Throbs  high  his  breast  with  fond  anticipation, 
And  prelibates  the  joys  of  mastication. 

Hkliooabaliad. 

The  apartment  to  which  Monsieur  Le  Quoi  handed  Elizabeth, 
communicated  with  the  hall,  through  the  door  that  led  under 
the  urn  which  was  supposed  to  contain  the  ashes  of  Dido.  The 
room  was  spacious,  and  of  very  just  proportions ;  but  in  its 
ornaments  and  furniture,  the  same  diversity  of  taste,  and  imper- 
fection of  execution,  were  to  be  observed,  as  existed  in  the  hall. 
Of  furniture,  there  were  a  dozen  green,  wooden  arm-chairs,  with 
cushions  of  moreen,  taken  from  the  same  piece  as  the  petticoat 
of  Remarkable.  The  tables  were  spread,  and  their  materials 
and  workmanship  could  not  be  seen ;  but  they  were  heavy,  and 
of  great  size.  An  enormous  mirror,  in  a  gilt  frame,  hung 
against  the  wall,  and  a  cheerful  fire,  of  the  hard  or  sugar-maple, 
was  burning  on  the  hearth.  The  latter  was  the  first  object 
that  struck  the  attention  of  the  Judge,  who,  on  beholding  it, 
exclaimed,  rather  angrily,  to  Richard — 

'*  How  often  have  I  forbidden  the  use  of  the  sugar-maple  in 
my  dweUing !  The  sight  of  that  sap,  as  it  exudes  with  the  heat, 
is  painful  to  me,  Richard.  Really,  it  behoves  the  owner  of 
woods  80  extensive  as  mine,  to  be  cautious  what  example  he 
sets  his  people,  who  are  already  felling  the  forests,  as  if  no  end 
could  be  found  to  their  treasures,  nor  any  limits  to  their  extent 
If  we  go  on  in  this  way,  twenty  years  hence  we  shall  want 
fuel." 

^*'  Fuel  in  these  hills,  cousin  'duke  T  exclaimed  Richard,  in 
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derisioit — "  fuel !  why,  you  might  as  well  predict,  that  tlie  fish 
will  (lie,  for  the  want  of  water  ia  the  lake,  because  I  inti^n<l, 
when  the  frost  gets  out  of  the  ground,  to  lead  ono  or  two  of  thy 
sjiringsi,  through  logs,  into  the  village.  But  you  nre  always  a 
little  wild  on  sucli  subjects,  Marniaduke." 

"  Is  it  wildness,"  retuined  the  Judge,  earnestly,  "  to  condotnn 
n  practice,  which  devotes  these  jewels  of  the  forest,  iheso  pre- 
cious gifts  of  nature,  these  mines  of  comfort  and  wealth,  to  the 
common  uses  of  a  fire-place?  But  I  must,  and  will,  the  ins'^nt 
the  snow  is  off  the  earth,  send  out  n  party  into  the  mountains 
to  explore  for  coal." 

"  Coal  r'  echoed  Richard  ;  "  who  the  devil  do  yim  think  will 
dig  for  coal,  when  in  hunting  for  a  bushel  be  woulJ  have  to  rip 
up  more  roots  of  trees,  Ulan  would  keep  him  in  fuel  for  a 
twelvemonth  !  Poll  1  poh  !  Marmaduke,  you  should  leave  the 
management  of  these  things  to  nie,  who  haie  a  natural  turn 
that  way.  It  was  I  that  ordered  this  fire,  and  a  noble  one  it  is, 
to  warm  the  blood  of  tny  pretty  cousin  Bess." 

"  Tlie  mo^ve,  then,  must  be  your  n|>oIog;y,  Dickon,"  said  the 
Judge. — "But,  gentlemen,  we  are  waiting.  Elizabeth,  my 
child,  take  the  bead  of  the  table ;  lUchard,  I  see,  means  to  spare 
me  the  trouble  of  carving,  by  sitting  opposite  to  you." 

"  To  be  sure  I  do,"  cried  Rieiiard ;  "  hero  is  a  turkey  to 
cane ;  and  1  fliilti>r  myself  that  I  understand  c^irving  a  turkey, 
or,  for  that  matter,  a  goo^e,  as  well  as  any  man  alive.  Mr. 
•  irant !  whore's  Mr,  Grant !  will  you  please  to  say  grace,  sir  1 
Everything  is  getting  cold.  Take  a  thing  from  the  fire,  this 
cold  weather,  and  it  will  freeze  in  five  minutes.  Mr.  Grant !  we 
want  yoii  to  say  grace.  '  For  what  we  are  about  to  receive,  the 
Lord  make  us  thankful.'  Come,  sit  down,  sit  down.  Do  you 
cat  wing  or  breast,  cousin  Bess  !" 

But  Elizabeth  had  not  taken  her  seat,  nor  was  she  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  either  the  wing  or  breast.  Her  laughing  eyes 
were  glancing  at  the  arrangements  of  the  table,  and  the  quality 
and  selection  of  the  food.  The  eyes  of  the  father  soon  met  tho 
wondering  looks  of  his  daughter,  and  he  said,  with  ^  smile — 
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''  You  perceive,  my  cliild,  liow  much  we  are  indebted  bi 
RetnArkable,  fur  her  skill  in  housewifery ;  she  has  indeed 
provided  it  iiolile  repast ;  such  as  well  might  stop  the  cravings 
of  hunger." 

"  Law  !"  snid  Hemarkable,  "  I'm  glud  if  the  Judge  is  pleased  ; 
but  Fm  notiooal  that  you'll  Urid  the  sa'ce  overdone.  I  thought, 
Ht'  Elizabeth  was  coming  home,  that  a  bo<ly  oiuld  do  no  lesa 
than  make  things  agii.'cable," 

"My  daughter  lia"  no4¥  grown  to  woman's  estate,  and  \% 
from  this  moment  mistress  of  my  house,"  said  the  Judge  ;  "  it 
is    proper  tlial  all  who   live    with   me    address  her  as  Miss 

"Do  tell!"  exclaimed  Remarkable,  a  little  aghast;  "well, 
ivho  ever  liecrd  of  a  young  woman's  being  called  Miss  1  if  tlie 
Judge  had  a  wife  now,  I  sliouldu't  think  of  calling  her  anything 
but  Miss  Temple  ;  but " 

"  Having  nothing  but  a  daughter,  you  will  observe  tliat  style 
to  her,  if  jou  please,  in  future,"  interrupted  Marmaduke. 

As  the  Judge  looked  seriously  displeased,  and,  at  such 
moments,  carried  a  particularly  coinmnnding  air  with  liirn,  the 
wary  housekeeper  made  no  reply  ;  and,  Mr.  Grant  entering  the 
room,  the  whole  party  were  soon  seated  at  the  table.  As  the 
arrangemenls  of  this  repast  were  much  in  the  prevailing  taste 
of  that  pcrio-l  and  country,  we  shall  endeavor  to  give  a  short 
description  of  the  appearance  of  the  banquet 

The  table'linen  wa^  of  the  most  beautiful  damask,  and  the 
plates  and  dishes  of  real  china,  an  article  of  great  luxury  at  this 
early  period  in  American  commerce.  The  knives  and  forks 
were  of  exquisiti'ly  polished  steel,  and  were  set  in  unclouded 
ivory.  So  much,  being  funiLshcd  by  the  wealth  of  Marraaduke, 
was  not  only  comfortable,  but  even  elegant.  The  oonlents  of 
the  several  dishes,  and  their  positions,  however,  were  the  result 
of  the  sole  judgment  of  Remarkable.  Before  Elizabeth.  wa.<< 
placed  an  enormous  roasted  turkey,  and  before  Richard,  one 
boiled.  In  the  centre  of  the  table,  stood  a  piur  of  heavy  silver 
easlois,  Burronnded  by  four  dishes ;  one  a  fricassee,  that  con- 


fi-^tod  of  grey  Bquirrels;  anotbe''  of  fisli  fried ;  a  UiirJ  of  fiah 
)K>ilijd  ;  tUe  liisl  wns  a  venison  6teak.  BeLween  tlie^e  di^bM  aud 
till?  ttii'itejs,  stood,  on  the  one  «ide,  a  prodigious  cliioij  of  roasted 
ln'jir'a  meat,  and  on  the  other  a  boiled  Ivg  of  delidous  uiiittoii. 
Ititvivpersed  among  this  load  of  meats,  was  every  species  of 
vi'iretables  that  the  season  and  country  afforded.  Tlie  four 
corners  were  garnlslied  with  plutes  of  cake.  On  one  was  piled 
certain  cnrioiitly  twisttid  and  complicated  figures,  called  "  nut- 
cakes."  On  another  were  heaps  of  a  black -looking  substance, 
nhich,  receiting  its  hue  from  molasses,  was  properly  l«mied 
"  sweet-cake ;"  a  wonderful  favorite  in  the  coterie  of  Kemark- 
jihle.  A  liiird  was  filled,  to  use  the  language  of  the  houao- 
keepor,  with  "  cards  of  gingerbread ;"  and  ihe  last  held  a 
"  plum-cake,"  so  called  from  the  number  of  lai^  raisins  that 
were  showing  tlieir  black  heads,  in  a  substance  of  a  suspiciously 
similar  color.  At  each  corner  of  the  tjihle  stood  saucers  tilli-d 
»¥itli  a  thick  fluid,  of  somewhat  equivocal  color  and  conii^ttni   , 
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the  repHSt  a  little  eiirpiising,  was  the  iitct,  that  both  ihu  GermHii 
and  KichanI  had  been  Gun)inone<l  from  another  table,  to  meet 
the  JuJ;re  ;  but  Major  llartmann  both  ate  and  drank  without 
any  nile,  when  on  his  excureions;  and  Mr.  Jones  invariahly 
made  it  a  point  to  particijwte  in  the  business  in  hand,  let  it  be 
what  it  wouEd.  The  host  seemed  to  think  some  apology 
necoBsary  fur  the  warmth  lie  had  betrayed  on  the  subject  of  the 
firo-wood,  and  when  tbo  party  were  comfortably  seated,  bihI 
engi^ed  with  their  knives  aiid  furks,  he  observed — 

"  The  wastefulneis  of  tbc  settlen,  with  the  noble  trees  of  tliis 
country,  ia  shocking.  Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  as  doubtless  you  have 
noticed.  1  have  seen  a  man  ftll  a  pine,  when  he  lias  been  iu 
want  of  feuciiig'stuS',  and  roll  h»  first  cuts  into  Uie  gap,  where 
he  left  it  to  rot,  though  its  top  would  have  made  rails  enough 
to  answer  his  purpose,  and  its  butt  would  have  sold  in  ihu  PhiU- 
delpliia  ntarket  for  twenty  dollars." 

"  And  how  the  devil — I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Gr.mt,"  inter- 
rupted Richard ;  "  but  how  is  the  poor  devil  to  got  his  1<^  Vi 
the  Pbihidelphia  market,  pray  !  put  them  in  his  pocket,  ha  I  as 
you  would  a  handful  of  ebestnut^,  or  a  bunch  of  cbicker-berries ! 
I  should  like  to  see  you  walking  up  Iligli  Street,  with  a  pine 
log  in  each  jiocket! — Puh!  poh  !  cousin  'duke,  there  are  trees 
enough  fur  us  all,  and  some  to  sj)are.  Why,  I  can  hiirdly  tell 
which  way  the  wind  blows,  when  I'm  out  in  the  clearings,  they 
are  so  tliick,  and  so  tali ; — I  couldn't  at  all,  if  it  wa<in't  for  the 
cloudii,  and  I  happen  to  know  all  the  points  of  the  compass,  as 
it  were,  by  heart." 

"  Ay  !  ay  !  Squire,"  cried  Benjamin,  who  had  now  entered, 
and  taken  his  place  behind  the  Judge's  chair,  a  little  aside 
wiihsl,  ill  urder  to  be  ready  for  any  obser^-ation  like  the  present; 
"look  alott,  sir,  look  aloft.  The  old  seamen  say,  'that  the 
devil  wouldn't  make  a  sailor,  unless  he  look'd  aloft.'  As  for  the 
com[>a»i,  why,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  steering  without  one. 
Tin  sure  I  never  lose  sight  of  the  main-top,  as  I  call  the  Squire's 
look-out  on  the  roof,  but  I  ^et  my  compass,  d'ye  see,  and  take 
the  hearings  and  distance  of  things,  in  order  to  work  out  ray 
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coune,  if-Ro-be  thnl  it  jihoulJ  cluud  u|>,  or  tlie  lop  of  tlie  trees 
alioiilU  sLut  out  tUe  light  of  liaivcn.  Tlie  ato«iile  uf  St.  pHuI'a, 
now  tliHt  we  liftva  got  it  on  phi!,  is  h  great  help  to  tlio  niiviga- 
tion  of  tlic  woods,  for,  by  tliu  Lord  Ilan-y,  ns  I  wiis — " 

"It  is  wt-'ll,  Ketij  mill,"  iiiti'miiited  Miinniidukc,  obsen'iiig 
that  his  daughter  muuifoteU  dii>i>leiiKuro  at  the  niHJor-duino'« 
iiuniliiirity  ;  "  but  you  furgt-t  tliiTU  iit  a  liiJy  in  comjiaay,  aiid 
the  women  luve  to  do  most  of  the  talking  tlu-nisulves." 

"  The  Judge  says  the  true  word,"  cried  litujiunin,  with  oon 
uf  his  diacordaut  likLghs :  "  Now  here  ia  Mistress  liemarkablo 
Prettybonet> ;  just  tnke  ilie  stojiper  off  her  tongue,  and  you'll 
hear  K  gabbling,  worse  like  Umn  if  you  sliould  Ii8j)[>cii  lo  (all  to 
leeward  in  crossing  n  Froncli  privateer,  or  somo  audi  thing, 
mayhap,  na  a  dozen  n'.onkcya  slowed  in  one  bng." 

It  were  itnposaible  to  aay  how  perfect  im  illustralion  of  the 
truth  of  Benjamin's  assertion  Uie  housekeeper  would  have 
fiirnished,  if  she  had  dared  ;  but  the  Judgo  looked  aternly  at 
her,  and,  unwilling  to  incur  his  reeentnient,  yet  unable  tu  con- 
tain her  anger,  she  threw  ln-rsclf  out  c^  the  room,  with  a  toes  of 
the  body,  that  nearly  sepurated  her  frail  form  in  the  centre. 

"  liicbard,"  euid  Marraadukc,  observing  that  his  displeuaure 
had  jirodnced  the  desired  effect,  "can  you  inform  me  of  nny- 
lliing  concerning  tlie  youlli  whom  I  so  unfortunately  wounded! 
I  found  biin  on  the  mountaiti,  limiting  in  compnny  with  the 
LcHtlicr-stocking,  ns  if  they  were  of  the  same  foinily  ;  but  there 
u  a  manilest  difference  in  Llieir  msDncrs.  Tlie  youth  delivera 
himself  in  chosen  language ;  such  as  is  seldom  lieard  in  tiieae 
hills,  and  such  aa  occAsions  great  aurjiriae  to  me,  how  one  ko 
meanly  clad,  and  following  so  lowly  a  pursuit,  could  attain. 
Uohegan  also  knew  him.  Doubtless  he  is  a  tenant  of  Natty'a 
hut.  Did  you  remark  the  language  of  ihe  lad,  Monsieur  Le 
Quoil" 

"  Ccrtaiiiement,  Monsieur  Tempi',"  returned  the  Frenchman, 
'  he  deeii  conovairse  in  de  excelknt  Anglaise." 

"  llie  boy  is  no  miracle,"  eiclwrned  Richiird ;  "  I've  known 
children  that  were  sent  lo  school  early,  talk  much  better,  before 
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they  were  twflvo  yeara  old.  There  was  Zared  Coe,  old  Neho- 
laiali's  SOD,  \\\m  first  Kttled  oit  the  beaver-dam  meadow,  he 
could  write  aliiiuet  as  good  »  hand  as  myself,  when  he  was  four- 
teen ;  tlioiigli  it's  true,  I  heljied  to  teach  him  a  little,  in  tliu 
evenings.  Uut  this  sljooting  gentleumn  ought  to  be  put  in  the 
■tocks,  if  ho  ever  takes  a  rein  in  liis  hand  again.  lie  in  tho 
most  awkward  fellow  about  a  horse  I  ever  met  with.  I  dam 
Bay,  he  never  drove  anything  but  oxen  in  his  life." 

"TItere  I  think,  Dickon,  you  do  the  lad  injustice,"  said  lliQ 
Judge ;  "  he  usee  mueh  discretion  in  critical  moments.  Dost 
thou  Dot  Ihinh  so,  Bess  V 

There  was  nothing  in  this  question  particularly  to  excite 
blushes,  but  Elizabeth  started  from  the  reverie  into  which  she 
had  fallen,  and  colored  to  her  forehead,  aa  she  answered — 

"  To  me,  dear  sir,  he  appeared  extremely  skilful,  and  prompt, 
and  courageous;  but  perhH[>s  cousin  Richanl  will  say,  I  am  as 
ignorant  as  the  gentleman  himsutr.'' 

"  Uentlemiin  !"  echoed  llicharj ;  "  do  you  cull  such  ehapa 
gentlemen,  nt  school,  Elizabeth !" 

"  Every  mau  U  a  gentleman  that  knows  how  to  treat  a 
womau  with  respect  and  consideration,"  returned  tlie  young 
lady,  proiii[itly,  and  a  little  smartly. 

"  So  nuicli  for  hesiiating  to  appear  before  the  heiress  in  his 
shirt  sleeres,"  cried  Richard,  winkini;  at  Monnieur  Ls  Quoi,  who 
returned  the  wink  with  one  eye,  while  he  rolled  the  other,  with 
an  expression  of  syTiiimthy,  towards  the  young  lady.  "  Well, 
well,  to  me  he  seemed  anytliing  but  a  gentleman.  1  must  sny, 
however,  for  tlie  lad,  that  he  ilr;iws  a  good  trig^'er,  and  hiw  a 
true  aim.     He's  good  at  shooting  a  bnck,  !ia !   Marniaduke }" 

"RicLart,"  said  Major  llartmann,  turning  his  grave  counte- 
nance towards  the  gentleman  he  addressed,  with  much  enmest- 
nesa,  "  ter  poy  is  goot.  He  savet  your  life,  and  iriy  life,  and  U-r 
life  of  Toniinie  Grant,  and  ter  life  of  ter  Frenchman ;  and, 
Richart,  he  shall  never  vonta  pet  to  sleep  in  vile  olt  Friti  Ilait- 
mtum  has  a  shingle  to  cover  his  het  miL" 
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"  Well,  well,  ae  you  please,  old  gentleman,"  retnnied  Mr. 
Jonett,  endeavoring  to  look  indilTerent;  "put  him  iriio  yonr 
own  stone  houfie,  if  you  will,  Miijor.  I  dare  aay  the  tad  never 
slept  in  anything  better  thnn  a  bark  slianty  in  his  life,  unless  it 
was  some  such  hut  as  the  cabin  of  Lemher-atocking.  I  pro- 
phesy you  will  Boon  spoil  liitii :  any  ohb  could  see  how  proud 
he  grew,  in  a  short  time,  just  bccauite  he  stood  by  my  horses' 
heads,  wliile  I  turned  thotii  into  the  highway." 

**  No,  no,  my  old  friend,"  critd  Mannaduke,  "  it  shall  be  my 
task  to  provide  in  some  manner  for  the  youth :  I  owe  him  a 
debt  of  my  own,  besidt-s  the  service  he  has  done  mc,  through 
my  friends.  And  yet  I  anticipaUi  some  little  trouble,  in  induc- 
ing him  to  accept  of  my  services.  He  showed  a  marked  di»- 
like,  I  thought,  IJess,  to  my  offer  of  a  residence  within  these 
walls  for  life." 

"  Really,  dear  sir,"  said  Eliaibelh,  projecting  her  beautiful 
under-lip,  "I  have  not  studied  tlie  gentleman  so  closely  as  to 
read  tiis  feelings  in  his  countenance.  !  thought  he  might  very 
nuturally  (eel  pain  from  his  wound,  and  therefore  pitied  liim ; 
but " — and  us  she  spoke  she  gl.inced  her  eye,  with  suppressed 
curionity,  towards  the  major-domo — "  I  dure  say,  sir,  that  Ben- 
jamin can  tell  you  something  about  him.  He  ciitmot  have  been 
in  the  rillage,  and  IJenjamin  not  have  seen  him  often." 

"  Ay !  I  have  seen  the  buy  before,"  said  Benjamin,  who 
wanted  little  encouragenient  to  speak  ;  "  be  has  been  backing 
aad  filling  in  the  wake  of  Natty  Bumppo,  through  the  moun- 
tains, after  deer,  like  a  Uuteh  long-boat  in  low  of  an 
Albany  sloop.  He  carries  a  good  rifle,  too.  The  Leuther- 
slockiug  said,  in  my  hearing,  before  Betly  Hollister's  bar-room 
fire,  no  later  tlinn  the  Tuesday  night,  that  the  younker  was 
certain  death  to  the  wild  beasts,  [f-so-be  he  can  kill  the  wild- 
cat tlint  has  been  heard  moaning  on  the  lake  side  since  the 
hard  frosts  and  deep  snows  have  driven  the  deer  to  herd,  he 
will  be  doing  the  tiling  that  is  good.  Your  wild-cat  is  a  bad 
bhii>-mate,  and  should  be  made  to  cruise  out  of  the  track  of 
Christiau  men." 
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"  Lives  lie  in  tlie  kul  of  Bumppo  !"  asked  Marmiuliike,  with 
some  interest. 

"Cheek  by  jowl :  tbe  Wedneaday  will  be  tliree  weeks  since 
lie  lirKt  Love  in  eiglit,  in  com^Mtnj  witii  Leather-stocking.  They 
Lnil  captured  a  wolf  between  them,  and  had  brought  in  hia 
BOAJp  for  the  bounty.  Tliat  Mister  Bump-Iio  has  a  handy  turn 
with  him,  in  taking  off  a  scalp ;  and  there's  them,  in  this  hem 
villago,  who  say  iie  Inrnt  tlie  trade  by  working  on  Chnstian 
men.  Ifsobo  that  there  is  truth  in  the  saying,  and  I  com- 
manded along  shoru  hero,  as  your  honor  does,  why,  d'ye  see, 
rd  bring  liirn  to  the  gangway  for  it,  yet.  There's  a  wry 
pretty  post  riijged  iilon^ido  of  the  stocks ;  and  for  the  matter 
ufa  cat,  I  can  tit  oiie  ivith  my  owu  hands;  ay  !  and  usu  it  too, 
for  the  want  of  a  better." 

"  Vou  are  not  to  credit  the  idle  tides  you  hear  of  Natty ;  he 
has  a  kind  of  natural  right  to  gain  a  livelihood  in  thc«5  moun- 
tains ;  and  if  the  idlers  in  the  village  lake  it  into  their  heads  to 
annoy  him,  as  they  sometimes  do  reputed  rogues,  they  shall  find 
him  protected  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law." 

"  'I'er  riHc  is  petter  as  tor  law,"  said  the  Major,  sententiounly 

"Hint  for  his  rifle !"  exclaimed  Kiel lard, snapping  his  Sngers; 

"  Ben  is  right,  and  I "     lie  mas  stopped  by  the  sound*  of 

a  common  ship-bell,  that  had  been  elevated  to  Uie  belfry  of  the 
academy,  which  now  announced,  by  its  incessant  ringing,  thai 
tlie  hour  for  the  appointed  service  had  arrived.  " '  For  this,  and 
every  other  instance  of  his  goodness ' — I  beg  pardon,  Mr.  Grant, 
will  you  ]ilease  to  return  thanks,  sir  I  it  is  tinie  wc  should  b6 
moving,  as  we  are  the  only  Eplsco]>alians  In  the  neighborhood ; 
that  is  I,  and  Benjamin,  and  EliTabeth ;  for  I  count  half  breeds, 
like  Marmaduke,  as  bad  as  heretics." 

The  Dirine  arose,  and  performed  the  office,  meekly  and 
fer\-ently,  and  tlie  whole  party  instantly  prepareil  themselvoi  foi 
the  rbnrcb — or  rather  academy. 


CHAPTER  X. 


WnUE  Richard  noil  Slonsienr  Le  Qi:oi,  altenijed  W 
Binjiimiri,  prooeeO-d  lo  tlic  jtcadetnv  l.y  a  fooI|.iitli  through  tin" 
'-r)ow,  the  Judge,  his  dnnghlcr,  the  Diiitii-,  mid  tlie  Mnjor.  touk 
;i  more  circuitous  route  lo  the  swtne  jilnce  by  the  streets  of  the 

n.e  moon  had  risen,  aud  its  orb  was  shedding  n  flood  of  lig'ht 
over  tlie  diirk    outhne  of  pinea    which  crowned    llie   eastern 
climates  tlie  skr  would  ha(-c  lieeii  thoaghl 
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Afl«r  vitwiiig  llie  builUin^,  vthkh  really  appeared  to  foma 
ndvaatnge,  under  tliu  briglit  but  melluw  li^lit  of  tlie  moon,  our 
heroine  turned  hor  eyes  to  x  scrutiny  of  the  diffiirent  figures 
that  they  pnss>.-d,  in  search  of  any  form  tliat  bhe  kntw.  But 
all  seemed  alike,  as  mutHed  in  cloaks,  hoods,  coats,  or  tjppets, 
they  glided  along  tlio  narrow  jiaswigcs  in  the  snow  which  led 
under  the  liousea,  half  liitl  by  tlie  bank  that  had  been  thrown 
up  in  excavating  the  deep  path  in  wliirh  tliey  trod.  Once  or 
twice  she  thought  there  was  a  stature  or  a  gait  that  she 
recollected  ;  but  the  {>ersoD  who  owned  it  instantly  disappeared 
behind  one  of  tlime  enormous  piles  of  wood  that  lay  before 
moat  of  the  doora.  It  was  only  as  they  turned  from  the  main 
street  into  anotlier  that  intersected  it  at  right  angles,  and 
which  led  directly  to  the  place  of  meeting,  that  she  recognised 
a  Ctcc  and  building  that  she  knew. 

The  house  stood  at  one  of  tho  principal  corners  in  the 
village ;  and,  by  ils  well-trodden  di>orway,  aa  well  as  the  sign 
that  was  swinging  with  a  kind  of  doleful  sound  in  the  blasts 
tliat  occasionally  swept  down  the  lake,  was  clearly  one  of  the 
most  frequented  inns  in  tlie  place.  The  building  was  only  of 
one  story  ;  but  the  dormer  windows  in  the  roof^  the  punt,  the 
window-shutters,  and  the  cheerful  lire  that  shone  through  the 
open  door,  gave  it  an  air  of  comfort  that  was  not  pn^^cssed  by 
many  of  its  neighbor*.  The  sign  was  suspetnlcU  from  a 
common  ale-house  post,  and  reprcMntvd  the  figure  of  a 
liorseman,  armed  with  sabre  and  pistols,  and  sumiouoled  by  a 
bear-skin  cap,  with  a  liery  animal  tliat  he  bestrode  "  rampaut." 
All  these  particulars  were  easily  to  be  seen  by  the  aid  of  tho 
moon,  together  with  a  row  of  somewhat  illegible  writing  in 
black  pahit,  but  in  which  Elizabeth,  to  whom  the  whole  waa 
hmiliar,  read  with  facility,  "The  Bold  Dragoon." 

A  man  and  a  woman  were  issuing  from  the  door  of  this 
habitation  as  the  sleigh  was  passing.  The  former  moved  with 
a  stiff,  military  step,  that  was  a  good  deal  heightened  by  a 
limp  in  one  leg  ;  but  the  woman  advanced  with  a  measure  and 
an  air  that  seemed  not  particularly  r^i^rdful  of  what  she  might 


The  liglit  of  111*:  moon  fell  directly  npon  lier  full, 
liroail,  fliid  red  visage,  exhibiting  her  inosciitine  eounlennnce, 
under  the  moi^lcerj-  of  n  niffli'd  »p  tlint  «».«  intended  to  soften 
tlic  linoaiDetits  of  fentures  lliHt  were  Hy  no  menns  squeamish. 
A  small  bonnet  of  bliick  silk,  and  of  a  slightly  formal  cut,  wns 
|>l»tced  on  the  bnck  of  ber  hend,  but  >o  as  not  to  shade  her 
insage  ill  the  lesRt.  Her  face,  an  it  encountered  the  rays  of  the 
■noon  from  the  •■Bst,  seeine<l  not  unlike  n  sun  rising  in  the  west 
Slie  ntivanced,  with  m.TSCuIine  stridw.  lo  intercept  the  sleigh ; 
nnd  the  Judge,  direclJng  tlie  nnmasakD  of  tile  Grecian  king, 
who  held  the  lines,  to  check  his  horsey  the  parties  were  soon 
nrar  to  each  other. 

"  Good  luck  to  ye,  Hud  a  wilcome  home,  Jooge  !"  cried  the 
female,  with  a  stronp  Irish  accent ;  "  and  I'm  sure  it's  lo  mO 
Lliat  ye'r  alwHys  wilc^me.  Sure  I  nnd  there's  Miss  'hixty,  and  a 
fine  young  woman  is  she  grown.  What  a  heart-aeh  would 
she  be  giving  the  young  men  now,  if  lliere  wai  sich  .1  thing  lis 


cod !  But  it's  to  be  hoped  tlint  he  was  justified  by  tho  cause. 
And  it's  Dot  Parson  Gmnt  there  who'll  gninsny  tLiat  same. 
Ves,  refl ;  the  Squire  would  paint,  and  so  1  thought  that  wc 
inifi^ht  have  hi»  face  up  then-,  wlio  had  so  often  shared  good 
and  evil  nid  us.  The  eyes  is  no  so  large  nor  so  fiery  as  the 
Captain's  owu  ;  but  tliu  whiskers  and  the  cap  is  as  like  as  two 
paea.  Well,  well,  I'll  not  keep  ye  in  the  cowld,  talking,  but 
will  dro]>  in  tlie  morrow  after  sarvicc,  and  ask  ye  how  ye  do. 
It's  our  bounden  duty  to  make  tlie  most  of  this  present,  and  to 
go  to  the  house  which  is  open  to  all ;  so  God  bless  ye,  and 
keep  ye  from  evil !  Will  I  make  the  gin-twist  the  night,  or 
no.  Major !" 

To  this  question  the  German  replied,  very  sententiously,  in 
tlie  affirmative  ;  and,  after  a  few  words  had  pa'ised  between  the 
husband  of  this  ficry-fnceil  hostess  and  the  Judge,  the  sleigh 
moved  on.  It  soon  rcai;hed  tlie  door  of  the  academy,  where 
the  party  alighted  and  entered  the  building. 

In  the  muaulime,  Mr.  Jonea  and  his  two  companions,  having 
a  much  shorter  ilistiince  tii  journey,  had  arrived  before  the 
appointed  jilaco  several  minutes  sooner  than  the  party  in  the 
sleigh.  Instead  of  hastening  into  llie  room,  in  order  to  enjoy 
the  astonishment  of  the  settlers,  Richard  placed  a  hand  in 
either  poeket  of  hU  surtout,  and  alTected  to  walk  about,  in 
front  of  the  academy,  like  one  to  whom  tlio  ceremonies  were 

The  villagers  proceeded  uniformly  into  the  building,  with  a 
decorum  and  gravity  that  nothing  could  move,  on  such 
occasions;  but  with  a  liasle  that  was  probably  a  little 
hei;j;litened  by  cnriosity.  Those  who  came  in  from  iJio  adjaci.-Dt 
country,  spent  some  little  time  in  placing  certain  blue  and 
white  blankets  over  tUeir  horses  before  they  proceeded  to 
indulge  their  desire  to  view  the  interior  of  the  house.  Most 
of  tlii»e  men  liichard  approached,  uid  inquired  atler  the  health 
and  condition  of  their  families.  The  readiness  with  which  he 
mentioned  the  names  of  even  the  children,  showed  how  very 
familiarly  aequaiiiled  lie  was  with  Uieir  drcurastances ;  and  the 
«* 


nature   of  the   anaweni  lie  received,   proved   thnt  ha  was   n 

gpTicral  lavoriW. 

At  length  une  of  llio  pedeslriann  from  Ibe  village  sto|i]>ed 
oleo,  nod  fixed  an  earnest  gazo  sil  ft  new  briuk  edifice,  that  vim 
throwing  a  long  shadow  across  ibe  fields  of  snow,  an  it  rose, 
with  a  beautiful  gradatioD  of  light  und  shade,  under  the  rays 
of  a  full  moou.  In  front  of  the  academy  was  a  vacant  piece 
of  ground,  tliHt  wiis  intended  for  a  public  square.  On  the 
side  op[H»iiti]  to  &lr.  Jones,  the  new  and  as  yet  unfinished 
chnrch  of  St.  Paul's  was  erected.  This  edifice  had  been 
reared  during  the  preceding  summer,  by  the  aid  of  what  was 
called  a  subscription;  though  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  money 
came  from  the  pocket  of  tlie  Iwudlord.  It  had  been  built 
under  a  strong  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a  more  seemly 
place  of  worship  than  "  the  long  room  of  the  academy,"  and 
under  an  imjilied  agreement  that,  after  its  ntmpletion,  tlie 
question  should   be  fairly  put  to   the  people,   that  they  might 
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tbrongh  thf^  wttlcment,  the  point  was  concliwirely  decided  in 
)ii«  favor.  Willing  tfi  etrike  while  the  iron  was  hot,  be  called 
!t  nieeliiif^,  lliruugli  the  newspaper,  with  a  view  to  dedde  tlte 
<|uestiun  by  a  vot*^  nt  once.  Not  a  soul  attended  ;  and  one  of 
*he  most  onxioiis  nftcnioons  that  he  bad  ever  known,  was  apcut 
iiy  Richard  in  n  Mun  discuat^ion  with  Mn.  Hollister,  who 
strongly  contended  thut  tlio  Metliodist  (her  own)  cluirch  was  tlie 
bc8t  entitled  to,  and  most  deserving  of,  the  possession  of  the 
new  tabernacle.  Hichard  now  perceived  that  he  had  been  too 
sanguine,  and  bad  fallen  into  the  error  of  all  those  who 
ignorantiy  deal  with  that  wary  and  sagacious  people.  He 
assumed  a  disguise  himself — tlint  is,  as  well  as  ho  knew  how 
and  proceeded  step  by  step  to  advance  his  purpose. 

Tlio  task  of  erecting  the  building  Imd  been  unaniraotu)7 
transferred  to  Mr,  Junes  and  Hir:im  Doolittle.  Together  they 
had  built  the  mansion -bouse,  the  ncndemy,  nnd  the  jnil ;  and 
they  alone  knew  how  to  pkn  and  rear  such  a  structure  as  was 
now  required.  K-irly  in  the  day,  these  architects  had  made  an 
equitable  division  of  their  duties.  To  the  former  was  assigned 
the  duty  of  making  all  the  plans,  and  to  the  latter,  the  labor  uf 
superintending  the  execution. 

Availing  himself  of  this  advantage,  HichaKt  silently  deter- 
mined that  the  windows  should  have  the  l^man  arch ;  the  Rrst 
positive  step  in  effecting  his  wishes.  As  the  building  was  made 
of  bricks,  he  was  enabled  to  conceal  bis  design,  until  the 
moment  arrived  for  placing  the  frames  :  then,  indeed,  it  became 
necessary  to  act  Ho  communicated  bis  wishes  to  Uiram  with 
gjeat  caution  ;  and,  without  in  the  least  adverting  to  the  spirit- 
ual part  of  his  project,  bo  pressed  the  point  a  little  warmly,  on 
the  score  of  architectural  beauty.  Hiram  heard  him  patiently, 
ftiid  without  contradiction ;  but  still  Richard  was  unable  to 
discover  the  views  of  his  coadjutor  on  this  interesting  subject 
As  tlie  right  to  plan  was  duly  delegated  to  Mr.  Jones,  no  jirect 
objection  was  made  in  words,  but  numberless  nnexpected  diffi- 
ealties  arose  in  the  execution.    At  first  there  was  a  scarcity  in 
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the  right  kiTid  of  niAteri&l  nocensary  li>  form  the  frames;  but 
thiii  objection  w.is  inntnntly  silenced,  bj  Richard  runniDg  liii 
pendl  through  two  feet  of  their  length  at  one  fitrokc.  Then  (he 
expenH  was  inentioni^d ;  but  Richard  reminded  Iliram  that  his 
coaain  paid,  and  that/itwuB  hifi  treasurer.  This  last  intimotjou 
had  great  weight,  and  afWr  a  silent  and  protracted,  but  fruitier 
pppoaitioii,  the  work  wnn  sufTen'd  to  proceed  on  the  original  plan. 

The  next  difficulty  occurred  in  the  steeple,  which  Richard  had 
modelled  after  one  of  the  smaller  of  those. spires  that  adom  the 
great  London  CAthedriil.  The  imitation  was  somewhat  lame,  it 
is  true,  the  prujiortjons  being  but  indifferently  observed ;  nut, 
after  much  diflieulty,  Mr.  Joneit  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
an  object  reared  that  bore,  in  ite  outlines,  a  striking  resemblance 
to  a  vinegar-cruet,  'ihero  was  less  opposition  to  tliis  model 
than  to  the  windows  ;  for  the  settlers  were  fond  of  novelty,  and 
their  steeple  was  wiihout  a  precedent. 

Here  the  labor  ceased  for  the  season,  and  the  difficult  ques- 
tion of  the  interior  remained  for  further  deliberation.  Richard 
well  knew,  that  when  he  came  to  propose  a  reading  desk  and  a 
cbaiicel,  he  must  uitmiisk ;  for  these  were  arrangemeols  known 
to  no  church  in  the  country  but  his  own.  Presuming, 
how>.'ver,  on  the  advantages  ho  had  already  obtained,  he  buldly 
styk-d  the  building  Sl  Paul's,  and  lliniin  prudently  acquiesced 
in  tliis  appotlatJun,  making,  however,  the  slight  addition  of 
calling  it "  ^Tevi  St.  Paul's,"  feeling  less  aversion  to  a  name  taken 
from  llio  English  Cathedral  than  &om  the  saint. 

The  jtedentrian  whom  we  have  already  mentJoned,  as  pausing 
to  conU-mplnto  this  edifice,  was  no  other  tlian  the  gentleman  so 
frcitienlly  named  sa  Mr.,  or  Squire,  Doolitlle.  He  was  of  a  tall, 
gaunt  fonnation,  witli  rather  i^harp  feiitures,  and  a  face  that 
expressed  formal  propriety,  mingled  with  low  cunning.  Richard 
approached  him,  followed  by  Mi^naieur  Le  Quoi  and  the  major 
domo. 

"  Good  evening.  Squire,"  said  Richard,  bobbing  his  head,  but 
without  moving  hia  hands  from  his  pockets. 


"  Qood  evening.  Squire,"  evh'>ed  Hiram,  turniag  his  bmlj,  in 
ordsT  to  turn  iih  heiul  also. 

"  A  oold  eight,  tit.  Doolittle,  a  cold  niglit,  air." 

"  OooliBh  ;  a  tedioua  Bpel!  on't" 

"  What,  looking  at  our  church,  ha  I  it  looks  nell,  by  moon- 
light ;  how  t)ie  tin  of  the  cupola  glistens  I  1  warrant  you  the 
ilome  of  the  other  St  Paul's  never  shines  so  in  the  emoko  of 
London." 

"  It  is  a  pretty  meeting-house  to  look  on,"  returned  Uiram, 
"  and  1  helievc  that  Monehure  Ler  Quow  and  Mr.  PenguiJIiam 
will  allow  iL" 

"  Sairlainlcc !"  exclaimed  the  complaisant  Frenchman,  "it  eea 
ver  fine." 

"  I  thought  the  Monshure  would  »iy  so.  The  li»i  molassen 
that  we  had  was  excellent  good.  It  isn't  likoly  that  you  have 
any  more  of  it  on  hand  ?" 

"  Ah  I  oui ;  ees,  sair,"  returned  Monsieur  Le  Quo!,  with  a 
slight  ahrug  of  his  shoulder,  and  a  trifling  grimace,  "  dere  is 
more.  I  feel  ver  liappi  dat  you  lo(o  eet.  I  hope  dat  Madame 
Doleet'  is  in  good  'ealtli." 

"Why,  so  as  to  be  stirring,"  said  Hiram — "The  Squire 
hasn't  finished  the  i>luns  for  the  inside  of  the  meeting-house 

"No — no — no,"  returned  Richard,  speaking  quickly,  but 
making  a  significant  pause  between  each  negative — "it  requires 
reflection.  I'here  is  a  great  deal  of  room  to  till  up,  and  I  am 
afVaid  we  shall  not  know  how  to  dispose  of  it  to  advantage. 
There  will  ho  a  lirge  vawitit  spot  arnnnd  the  pulpit,  which  T  do 
not  mean  to  JjIiico  against  the  wall,  like  a  sentry-box  stuck  uf 
on  the  fide  of  a  fort." 

"  It  is  ruleabio  to  put  the  deacon's  box  under  tlie  pulpit," 
said  Hiram  ;  and  then,  as  if  he  had  ventured  too  much,  he 
added,  "  but  tliere's  different  fashions  in  diffcrt^nt  countrii-s.'' 

"  That  there  is,"  cried  Benjamin  ;  "  now,  in  running  down 
the  coast  of  Spain  and  Portingall,  you  may  see  K  nunnery  stuck 
out  on  every  headland,  witli  more  steeples  and  oniriggeis,  such 
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an  d(^vanee  nnd  weather-cocks,  tlian  you'll  find  aboanl  of  a 
three-masted  schooner.  If-«o-be  that  a  well-built  church  is 
wanting.  Old  England,  after  all,  ia  the  country  to  go  to  aft*r 
your  models  and  fashion  pieces.  A.t  to  Paul's,  thof  I've  never 
seen  it,  being  that  it's  a  long  way  up  town  from  Rndcliffe-high- 
way  and  the  docks,  yet  e(eryl)ody  knows  that  it's  the  grandest 
place  in  the  world.  Now,  I've  no  opinion  but  this  here  church 
over  there,  is  as  like  one  end  of  it,  as  a  graiiipus  is  to  a  whale; 
and  that's  only  a  small  difference  in  bulk.  Mounshecr  Ler 
Quaw,  here,  has  been  in  foreign  pafti ;  and  thof  that  in  not  the 
aamo  as  havinjr  been  at  home,  yet  he  must  have  seen  churches 
in  France  too,  and  can  form  a  small  idee  of  ivhat  a  church 
should  be ;  now,  I  ask  the  >[ounshcer  to  his  face,  if  it  U  not  a 
clever  little  thing,  taking  it  by  nnd  lai^ !" 

"  It  eea  ver  apropos  of  euircu)iistance,''said  the  Frenchman — 
"  ver  judgment — but  it  is  in  de  eatholique  country  diit  dey  build 
de — vat  you  call — ah  a  ah-ha — la  grande  calhodr:ili!~de  big 
church.  St.  Paul,  Londre,  is  ver  fine  ;  ver  belle ;  ver  grand — 
vat  you  call  beeg;  but,  Monsieur  I^n,  pardonne^  moi,  it  is  no 
vort  fo  much  as  Notre  Dame." 

"  Ua !  Mounsheer,  what  is  that  yon  say !"  cried  Benjamin — 
"  St.  Paul's  church  not  worth  so  much  as  a  damn  !  Kluyhnp 
you  may  be  thinking  too  that  the  Koyal  Billy  isn't  so  good  a 
sliip  as  the  Billy  de  Paris ;  but  she  would  have  licked  two  of 
her,  any  day,  and  in  all  weathers." 

As  Benjamin  had  assumed  a  very  threatening  kind  of  atti- 
tude, flourishing  an  arm,  with  a  bunch  at  the  end  of  it  that  was 
half  as  big  as  Monsieur  Le  Quoi's  head,  Richard  thought  it  Unie 
ti>  interi^jBO  his  auttiority. 

"Hush,  Benjamin,  hush,"  ho  said;  "you  both  miitunder- 
Btand  Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  and  forget  yourself. — But  here  comes 
Mr.  Grant,  and  the  senice  will  commence.     Let  us  go  in." 

The  Frenchman,  who  received  Benjamin's  reply  with  a  well- 
bred  good  humor,  that  t^'Ol]ld  not  admit  of  any  feeling  but  pity 
for  tlie  other's  ignorance,  bowed  in  acquiescence,  and  fullowed 
his  coni]>&nion. 
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"  Ilirain  nnd  the  iiiiijor-domo  brought  up  the  rear,  the  latter 
grumbling,  as  he  etiteretl  the  building — 

"  If-so-be  that  the  King  of  France  had  so  much  as  a  huiise  ta 
live  in,  that  would  lay  along  side  of  PhhI'b,  one  might  put  up 
with  their  jaw.  It's  more  than  flesh  and  blood  can  bear,  to 
liear  a  Frenchman  run  down  an  English  church  in  Uiis  manner. 
Why,  Squire  Doolittle,  I've  been  at  the  whipping  of  two  of 
them  in  one  day — ch'an  built,  snug  frigalea,  with  standing- 
royals,  and  them  ncw-^hioned  cannonades  on  their  quarters — 
such  as,  if  ihey  had  only  Englishmen  aboard  of  them,  would 
have  font  the  devil." 

With  this  ominous  word  in  liis  mouth,  Benjamin  entered  the 
clinrch. 


—  —    .  » 
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CHAPTER  XL 

And  fi>oU  who  came  to  scad,  remained  to  pray,       Goloimitr. 

Notwithstanding  the  united  labors  of  Richard  and  Benja- 
min, the  "  long-room"  was  but  an  extremely  inartificial  temple* 
I^nche.**,  made  in  the  coarsest  manner,  and  entirely  with  a  view 
to  usefulness,  were  arranged  in  rows,  for  the  reception  of  the 
congregation ;  while  a  rough,  unpainted  box,  was  placed 
against  the  wall,  in  the  centre  of  the  length  of  the  apartment, 
i\s  an  apology  for  a  pulpit  Something  like  a  reading-desk 
was  in  front  of  this  rostrum  ;  and  a  small  mahogany  table,  from 
the  mansion-house,  covered  with  a  spotless  damask  cloth,  stood 
a  little  on  one  side,  by  the  way  of  an  altir.  Branches  of  pines 
and  hemlocks  were  stuck  in  each  of  the  fissures  that  offen.'d,  in 
the  unseasoned  and  hastily-completed  wood-work,  of  both  the 
building  and  its  furniture ;  while  festoons  and  hieroglyphics  met 
the  eye  in  vast  profusion  along  the  brown  sides  of  the  scratch- 
coated  walls.  As  the  room  was  only  lighted  by  some  ton  or 
fifteen  miserable  candles,  and  the  windows  were  without 
shutters,  it  would  have  been  but  a  dreary,  cheerless  place  for 
the  solemnities  of  a  Christmas-eve,  had  not  the  large  fire  that 
was  crackling  at  each  end  of  the  apartment,  given  an  air  of 
cheerfulness  to  the  scene,  by  throwing  an  occasional  glare  of 
licjht  throuo^h  the  vistas  of  bushes  and  faces. 

The  two  sexes  were  separated  by  an  area  in  the  centre  of  the 
room  immediately  before  the  pulpit;  and  a  few  benches  lined 
this  space,  that  were  occupied  by  the  principal  personages  of 
the  village  and  its  vicinity.  This  distinction  was  rather  a  gra- 
tuitous concession,  made  by  the  pfx)rer  and  less  polished  part  of 
the  population,  than  a  right  claimed  by  the  favored  few.     One 
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bench  w;is  occupied  by  the  party  of  Judge  Temple,  including 
his  daughter ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Todd,  no  one  else 
appeared  willing  to  incur  the  imputation  of  pride,  by  taking  a 
seat  in  what  was,  literally,  the  high  place  of  the  tabernacle. 

Richard  filled  the  chair  that  was  placed  behind  another  table, 
in  the  capacity  of  clerk;  while  Benjamin,  after  heaping  sundry 
logs  on  the  lire,  posted  himself  nigh  by,  in  reserve  for  any 
movement  that  might  require  oo-operation. 

It  would  greatly  exceed  our  limits  to  attempt  a  description 
of  the  congregation ;  for  the  dresses  were  as  various  as  the  indi- 
viduals. Some  one  article,  of  more  than  usual  finery,  and  per- 
ha|>s  the  relic  of  other  days,  was  to  be  seen  about  most  of  the 
females,  in  connexion  with  the  coarse  attire  of  the  woods. 
This  wore  ?.  faded  silk,  that  had  gone  through  at  least  three 
generations,  over  coarse,  woollen  black  stockings ;  that,  a  shawl, 
whose  dyes  were  as  numerous  as  those  of  the  rainbow,  over  an 
awkwardly  fitting  gown,  of  rough  brown  "  woman's  wear."  In 
short,  each  one  exhibited  some  favorite  article,  and  all  appeared 
in  their  best,  both  men  and  women ;  while  the  ground-works  in 
dreSvS,  in  either  sex,  were  the  coarse  fabrics  manufactured  within 
their  own  dwellings.  One  man  apj)eared  in  the  dress  of  a 
volunteer  company  of  artillery,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member 
in  the  "down  countries,"  precisely  for  no  other  reason  than 
because  it  was  the  best  suit  he  had.  Several,  particularly  of 
the  yoimger  men,  displayed  pantaloons  of  blue,  edged  with  red 
cloth  down  the  seams,  part  of  the  equipments  of  the  "  Templeton 
Light  Infantry,"  from  a  little  vanity  to  be  seen  in  "  boughten 
clotlios."  There  was  also  one  man  in  a  "  rifle  frock,"  with  its 
fringes  and  folds  of  spotless  white,  striking  a  chill  to  the  heart 
with  the  idea  of  its  coolness ;  although  the  thick  coat  of  brown 
**  home  made,"  that  was  concealed  beneath,  preserved  a  proper 
degree  of  warmth. 

There  was  a  marked  uniformity  of  expression  in  countenance, 
esj)ecialiy  in  that  half  of  the  congregation  who  did  not  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  the  polish  of  the  village.  A  sallow  skin,  that 
indicated  nothing  but  exposure,  was  cr)mmon  to  all,  as  was  an 
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air  of  great  decency  and  attention,  mingled,  generally,  with  an 
expression  of  shrewdness,  and,  in  the  present  instance,  of  active 
curiosity.  Now  and  then  a  face  and  dress  were  to  he  seen 
among  tlie  congregation,  that  differed  entirely  from  this  descrip- 
tion. If  pock-marked  and  florid,  with  gaitered  legs,  and  a  coat 
that  snugly  fitted  the  person  of  the  wearer,  it  was  surely  an 
English  emigrant,  wlio  had  bent  his  steps  to  this  retired  quarter 
of  the  globe.  If  hard-featured,  and  without  coior,  with  high 
cheek  bones,  it  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  in  similar  circumstances. 

The  short,  black-eyed  man,  with  a  cast  of  the  swarthy  Spa- 
niard in  his  face,  who  rose  repeatedly,  to  make  room  for  the 
belles  of  the  village  as  they  entered,  was  a  son  of  Erin,  who 
had  lately  left  off  his  pack,  and  become  a  stationary  trader  in 
Templeton.  In  short,  half  the  nations  in  tlie  north  of  £uroi>e 
had  their  representatives  in  this  assembly,  though  all  had  closely 
assimilated  themselves  to  the  Americans  in  dress  and  appear- 
ance, except  the  Englishman.  He,  indeed,  not  only  adhered 
to  his  native  customs  in  attire  and  living,  but  usually  drove 
his  plough,  among  the  stumps,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had 
before  done  on  the  })lains  of  Norfolk,  until  dear-bought 
experience  taught  him  the  useful  lesson,  that  a  sagacious 
people  knew  what  was  suited  to  their  circumstances  better  than 
a  casual  observer  ;  or  a  sojourner,  who  was,  perhaps,  too  much 
prejudiced  to  compare,  and,  j^erad venture,  too  conceited  to 
learn. 

Elizabeth  soon  discovered  that  she  divided  the  attention  of 
the  congregation  with  Mr.  Grant.  Timidity,  therefore,  confined 
her  observation  of  the  appearances  which  we  have  described  to 
stolen  glances;  but,  as  the  stamping  of  feet  was  now  becoming 
less  frequent,  and  even  the  coughing,  and  other  little  prelimina- 
ries of  a  congregation  settling  themselves  down  into  reverential 
attention,  were  ceasing,  she  felt  emboldened  to  look  around  her. 
Gradually  all  noises  diminished,  until  the  suppressed  co.igh 
denoted  that  it  was  necessary  to  avoid  singularity,  and  the  mast 
profound  stillness  pervaded  the  apartment.  The  snnpping  of 
tlie  fires,  as  they  threw  a  [lowerful  heat  into   the  r(K»m,  waa 
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alone  heard,  and  each  face,  and  every  eye,  ^ero  turned  on  the 
divine. 

At  this  moment,  a  heavy  stamping  of  feet  was  heard  in  the 
passage  bt'low,  jts  if  a  new  comer  was  releasing  his  limbs  from 
the  snow  that  was  necessarily  clinging  to  the  legs  of  a  pedestrian. 
It  was  succeeded  by  no  audible  tread ;  but  directly  Mohegan, 
followed  by  the  Leather-stocking  and  the  young  hunter,  made 
his  api>earance.  Their  footste])S  would  not  have  been  heard,  as 
they  trod  the  apartment  in  their  moccasins,  but  for  the  silence 
which  prevaileil. 

The  Indian  moved  with  great  gravity  across  the  floor,  and, 
observing  a  vacant  seat  next  to  the  Judge,  he  took  it,  in  a 
manner  that  manifested  his  sense  of  his  own  dignity.  Here, 
drawing  his  blanket  closely  around  him,  so  as  partly  to  conceal 
his  countenance,  he  remained,  during  the  service,  immovable, 
but  deeply  attentive.  Natty  passed  the  place  that  waa  so 
freely  taken  by  his  red  companion,  and  seated  himself  on  one 
end  of  a  log  that  was  lying  near  the  fire,  where  ho  continued, 
with  his  rifle  standing  between  his  legs,  absorl)ed  in  reflections, 
seemingly  of  no  very  pleasing  nature.  The  youth  found  a  seat 
among  the  congregjition,  and  another  silence  prevailed. 

Mr.  Grant  now  arose,  and  commenced  his  service,  with  the 
sublime  declaration  of  the  Hebrew  prophet — **  The  Lord  is  in 
his  holy  temple ;  let  all  the  earth  keep  silence  before  him." 
The  example  of  Mr.  Jones  was  unnecessary  to  teach  the  con- 
gregation to  rise ;  the  solemnity  of  the  divine  eflected  this  as 
by  magic.  After  a  short  pause,  Mr.  Grant  proceeded  with  the 
solemn  and  winning  exhorbition  of  his  service.  Nothing  was 
heard  but  the  deep,  though  aflectionate,  tones  of  the  reader,  as 
he  slowly  went  through  this  exordium  ;  until,  something  unfor- 
tunately striking  the  mind  of  Richard  as  incomplete,  he  left  his 
place,  and  walked  on  tip-toe  from  the  room. 

When  the  clergyman  bent  his  knees  in  prayer  and  confession, 
tlie  congregation  so  fiir  imitated  his  exam]>le  as  to  resume  their 
seats ;  whence  no  succeeding  eflfort  of  the  divine,  during  the 
evening,  was  able  to  remove  them  in  a  l>ody.     »Some  rose  at 


196  THB      PI0KEER3. 

tiinea  ;  but  bv  far  Uio  lurger  pnrt  continued  unbontling ;  obser- 
vHnt,  it  is  true,  but  it  was  tlio  kind  of  obsonatiun  that  regnrded 
the  ceT«niony  as  a  spectnclu  rather  than  a  worship  in  which 
tiiey  wero  to  participate.  Tliiia  deeert^^d  by  his  clerlt,  Mr.  Grant 
cuntinii«d  to  rcsd ;  but  no  response  whs  audible.  Tiie  short 
and  solemn  pause  that  succeeded  each  petition  was  made ;  still 
no  voice  repeaUid  the  eloquent  language  of  the  prayer. 

The  lips  of  Eli7j»beth  moved,  but  tlicy  moved  in  vain ;  and, 
accustomed  as  sbe  nw  to  the  service  in  tlic  cliurches  of  the 
metropolis,  she  was  beginning  to  feel  the  awkwardness  of  the 
circumstance  most  punfully,  when  a  soft,  low,  fem.ile  voice 
repeated  after  the  priest,  "We  have  left  undone  those  things 
which  we  ought  to  have  done."  Slartled  at  finding  one  of  her 
I'wnsex  in  that  place,  who  could  rise  superior  to  natural  timidity, 
Uiss  Temple  turned  her  eyes  in  the  direction  of  the  penitent. 
She  observed  a  young  fem:Ue  on  her  knees,  but  a  short  distance 
from  ber,  uith  her  nieek  face  humbly  bent  over  her  book. 

The  appearance  of  this  stranger,  for  such  she  wns,  entirely,  to 
Elizabeth,  w.os  light  and  fragile.  []cr  dress  was  neat  and 
becoming;  and  her  conntenance,  though  pale  and  siightly 
ajfitatcd,  exdted  deep  interest  by  its  sweet  and  melancholy 
expression.  A  8ccon<l  and  third  response  were  made  by  this 
juvenile  assistant,  when  the  manly  sounds  of  a  male  voice  pro- 
ceeded from  the  opposite  part  of  the  roi)m.  Miss  Temple  know 
the  tones  of  thu  young  liunter  instantly,  and  struggling  to  over 
come  her  own  diffidence,  she  added  her  low  voice  to  the  number. 

All  this  time  Bi^njamin  stood  thumbing  the  leaves  of  a 
prayer-book  with  great  industry  ;  hut  some  unexpected  difficnl- 
tiea  i>revenled  his  finding  the  pl.ice.  Before  the  dinne  resclied 
the  close  of  the  confession,  however,  Kieliard  reapiM'sred  at  the 
door,  and,  as  he  moved  lightly  across  the  room,  W  Cook  up  the 
response,  in  a  voice  that  betrayed  no  other  concern  than  that  of 
not  being  heard.  In  his  hand  he  carrii-d  a  small  open  box,  with 
tlie  figures  "8  by  10"  written  in  black  paint  on  one  of  itn 
sides  ;  which,  having  placed  in  the  pulpit,  apparently  as  a  foot- 
stool fur  the  divine,  he  retarued  to  his  station  in  time  to  say, 
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BoiioroiiHl)',  "  Amen."  TLe  cjes  of  (Le  coiigrpgation,  very  natu- 
rally, were  luroetl  to  tlic  wiiiilouB,  us  Mr.  Junea  entered  wiUi 
this  tiiugukr  had ;  and  then,  us  if  uccustomed  tu  Lis  "  genenU 
agency,"  were  aguiu  beut  on  ibo  jiriest,  lu  close  »dU  curioud 
attention. 

Tlie  long  experience  of  Mr.  Grant  admirably  qualified  liini  to 
perform  his  present  duty.  He  well  understood  tLe  cLaracter  of 
hie  listeners,  who  were  mostly  a  primitive  ]>eoplein  their  habits; 
and  who,  being  a  good  deul  addicted  to  subtletieo  and  nice 
distinctions  in  their  reli^ous  opinions,  viewed  tlie  introduc^un 
of  any  such  t^'Utporal  assistanct;  as  fiim),  into  llieir  »)>tritual 
worsliip,  nut  only  willi  jenloufy,  but  frequently  with  disgust. 
lie  had  aci|uired  much  of  hia  know  ledge  from  studying  the  great 
book  of  human  nature,  as  it  lay  o]>en  in  the  world;  and,  know- 
ing Low  dangerous  it  was  to  contend  with  ignorance,  uniformly 
endeavored  to  avoid  dictating  where  Lii>  better  reason  taught 
him  It  was  the  most  ]inident  to  attoiit|it  to  lead.  His  orthodoxy 
Lad  no  dependence  on  his  cu»ioc-k ;  lie  cuuld  pray  with  fervor 
and  with  fiiith,  if  circumst»nce!«  required  it,  without  the  assistance 
of  his  clerk ;  and  Le  bud  even  been  known  tu  preach  a  most 
evangelical  Remion,  in  the  ninning  manner  of  native  eluc[ueiice, 
without  the  aid  of  a  curnbric  handkerchief. 

In  the  present  instance  ho  yielded,  in  many  places,  to  the 
prejudices  of  liis  congregntiou  ;  and  when  he  had  ended,  there 
there  was  not  one  of  liix  new  hearers  who  did  not  ihink  the 
ceremonies  less  pajial  and  offeiiBive,  and  more  conformant  t«  hii 
or  her  own  notions  of  devout  worship,  than  they  had  bi;en  led 
to  expect  from  a  service  of  forms.  Richard  found  in  ibe  divine, 
during  the  evening,  a  most  powerful  co-operutor  iu  his  religious 
sclienies.  In  preaching,  Mr.  Grant  endeavored  to  steer  a  middle 
course  between  the  mystical  doctiincs  of  tljose  sublimated  creeds 
which  daily  involve  their  professors  in  the  most  absurd  contra* 
dictions,  and  those  tluent  rules  of  moral  government,  which 
would  rc-duce  the  Sa\iour  to  a  level  with  the  teacher  of  a  school 
of  ethics.  Doctrine  it  was  nccosFary  to  preach,  for  nothing  leea 
would  have  satisfied    the   disputatious  people  who  were  \at 
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li»t«tic:re,  mill  ulio  would  have  inteq>i%tt.'d  silnncd  on  Iris  [Hirt,  ' 
into  a  liicit  avkiiuw  leily^nenl  of  ibe  suj«r6cinl  nitturo  of  lii* 
creed.  Wc  bave  ulreai^y  snid  llint,  among  tliu  eDdleu  variety 
(>{  rtligioiiH  instriK'tor?,  tlii.'  sctlkrs  were  Mcoiistonied  to  hear  every 
deno  mi  notion  ur<ru  its  own  distincdve  |in:««|>ls ;  und  to  linvc 
found  ODD  indifferent  tuthiB  ioteresting  sutiject,  would  have  bi^n 
destructive  to  hU  ititluijnce.  But  Mr.  Grant  «>>  happily  blendi<d 
the  universally  received  opinions  of  the  Christian  fikith  with  the 
do'^miig  of  Lis  own  church,  that,  althuuo;h  none  were  entirely 
exempt  from  the  influence  of  his  reasons,  very  few  took  any 
alarm  at  the  innovation. 

"  When  wo  consider  the  great  ai'/ersity  of  the  human  cha- 
racter, influenced  as  it  is  by  education,  by  opportunilv,  and  by 
the  piiysicai  and  moral  conditions  of  tlie  creature,  my  dear 
hearera,"  he  earnestly  concluded,  "  it  can  excite  no  surpri^  that 
different  in  their  tendencies  should  grow  out  of  a 
religion,  revealed,  it  is  true,  but  whose  revelations  are  obscured 
ise  of  ^es,  and  whose  doetriiiis  were,  after  the  fashion 
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be  liuiiibly  hopc-d  tliat  Uie  liltii  wliicb  bna  been  spread  by  tlio 
Bubtlclk«  of  eHTtlil y  aru;umenU,  will  be  dissipated  by  the  spiritual 
ligbt  of  Heaven  ;  niid  that  our  liour  of  probation,  by  llie  aid  of 
divine  grace,  being  once  pjv«-d  in  triumph,  will  bo  followed  by 
ail  eternity  of  intellij^t-nce,  and  endlesa  ages  of  fruition.  All 
Lliat  IB  uow  obscure  shall  buconie  ]>lnin  to  our  expanded  faculties ; 
and  what  to  our  present  senses  may  seem  irreconcilable  to  out' 
limited  DotJuns  of  mercy,  of  Jusliw,  and  of  lo\e,  shall  atflnd, 
irradiated  by  the  lii;Lt  of  truth,  confessedly  the  suggestions  of 
Umniscience,  nnd  tlie  acts  of  nn  All-powerful  Benevolence. 

"  Whfit  a  It-sson  of  humility,  niy  brethren,  nnght  not  each  of 
us  obtain  fruni  a  rotiew  of  lits  infant  hours,  and  the  recollection 
of  bis  Juvenile  paiwioiis  !  How  differently  do  the  same  acU  of 
parental  rigor  ap]>car,  in  the  eyes  of  the  suffering  child,  and  of 
the  chastened  man  !  When  the  sophist  would  supplant,  with 
the  wild  theories  of  liis  worldly  wisdom,  the  ]tositive  mandates 
of  inspiration,  let  him  remember  the  expansion  of  his  own  feeble 
intellects,  and  jiausi. — let  liiui  feel  tlio  wisdom  of  Gotl  in  what 
is  jmrtially  concealed,  as  well  as  in  that  which  is  ^e^■ealed ; — in 
sliort,  let  bim  substitute  humility  for  pride  of  reason — let  him 
bave  faith,  and  live  1 

"The  considenitioii  of  this  subject  is  full  of  consolation,  my 
hearers,  and  does  not  fail  to  britig  witli  it  lessons  of  linmility  and 
of  profit,  lliat,  duly  improved,  would  both  chasten  the  heart  nnd 
strengthen  the  feeble-mi ndM  man  in  his  course.  It  is  n  blessed 
cctisolatiun  to  be  able  to  lay  the  misdoubtinga  of  our  arrogant 
nature  at  the  threshold  of  tlie  dwelling-place  of  the  Deity,  from 
whence  they  shall  be  swept  away,  at  the  great  ojiening  of  the 
portal,  like  the  misis  of  the  moniing  before  tlie  rising  sun.  It 
t^iacbes  us  a  lesson  of  humility,  by  impressing  us  with  the 
imperfection  of  human  powers,  and  by  warning  us  of  the  many 
weak  ]>oiuls  where  we  are  open  to  the  attacks  of  the  great 
eni^my  of  our  race ;  it  proves  to  us  that  we  arc  in  danger  of 
bang  weak,  when  our  vanity  would  fain  soothe  lis  into  the 
belief  tliat  we  are  meet  strong;  it  forcibly  points  out  to  us  tJie 
vain-glory  of  intellect,  and  shows  m  the  vast  difference  between 


a  siiving  fiiili  and  th>^  coroUnries  of  a  jihiloBopLkal  theulugy; 
and  it  ti^ichcs  us  U>  rediuic  our  aelf-tixaiiunHtion  t«>  tlie  test  »f 
good  works.  By  good  works  must  be  uudcrslood  tlio  fniits  ijf 
rc]>c[)taDcc,  the  cliiufeat  of  which  U  ciiiirity.  Not  that  cliarity 
only,  whioh  causes  us  to  help  the  needy  and  comfort  the  suflei^ 
ing,  but  that  feeling  of  universal  philHiithropy,  which,  by  teach- 
ing us  to  love,  causes  us  t«  judge  with  lenity,  all  men  ;  striktog 
at  the  root  of  self-righteousncaa,  and  waruinjj  us  to  be  sjiaring 
of  our  eondein nation  of  others,  while  our  own  salvation  is  not 

"  The  lesson  of  expediency,  my  brelhreu,  which  I  would 
gHthec  from  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  is  most  strongly 
inculcated  by  humility.  On  the  leading  and  essential  jxiintd  of 
our  bith,  there  is  but  little  difien-ucc,  among  those  chtsses  of 
ChristiHiis  who  acknowledge  the  attributes  of  the  Saviour,  and 
medialion.  But  heresies  have  polluted  eiery 
church,  and  schisms  are  the  fruits  of  disputaljou.     In  order  to 
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Bundrj  IdoIu  of  privuie  ilissHtisfnction  were  exclianged  between 
ninim  and  one  or  two  of  the  leading  members  of  the  confereae^, 
but  llic  feeling  went  do  further  at  that  time  ;  and  the  <x>ngr^;a- 
lioo,  after  receiving  the  blessing  of  Mr.  Grant,  dnpersed  in 
silonce,  and  with  great  dcnonim 
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Yoar  creeds  and  dogmas  of  a  learned  chnrch 
May  build  a  fubric,  fair  with  moml  beanty ; 
But  it  would  seem,  that  the  strong  hand  of  God 
Can,  only,  *rase  the  devil  from  the  heart. 


Duo. 


While  the  congregation  was  separating,  Mr.  Grant  approached 
the  place  where  Elizabeth  and  her  father  were  seated,  leading 
the  youthful  female  whom  we  have  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing chapter,  and  presented  her  as  his  daughter.  Her  reception 
was  as  cordial  and  frank  as  the  manners  of  the  country,  and  the 
value  of  good  society,  could  render  it ;  the  two  young  women 
feeling,  instantly,  that  they  were  necessary  to  the  comfort  of 
each  other.  The  Judge,  to  whom  the  clergj' man's  daughter 
was  also  a  stranger,  was  pleased  to  find  one  who,  from  habits,  sex, 
and  years,  could  probably  contribute  largely  to  the  pleasures  of 
his  own  child,  during  her  first  privations,  on  her  removal  from 
Uie  associations  of  a  city  to  the  solitude  of  Templeton ;  while 
Elizabeth,  who  had  been  forcibly  struck  with  the  sweetness  and 
devotion  of  the  youthful  suppliant,  removed  the  slight  embar- 
rassment of  the  timid  stranger,  by  the  ease  of  her  own  manners. 
They  were  at  once  acquainted ;  and,  during  the  ten  minutes 
that  the  "academy"  was  clearing,  engagements  were  made 
between  the  young  people,  not  only  for  the  succeeding  day,  but 
they  would  probably  have  embraced  in  their  arrangements  half 
of  the  winter,  had  not  the  divine  interrupted  them,  by  saying — 

**  Gently,  gently,  my  dear  Miss  Temple,  or  you  will  make  my 
girl  too  dissipated.  You  forget  that  she  is  my  hcAisekeeper,  and 
that  my  domestic  affairs  must  remain  unattended  to,  should 
Louisa  accept  of  half  the  kind  offers  you  are  so  good  as  to  make 
her.'' 
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"And  why  should  they  not  bo  neglected  entirely,  birP 
interrupted  Eliziibeth.  "  There  are  but  two  of  you ;  and  certain 
I  am  that  my  father's  house  will  not  only  contain  you  both,  but 
will  ofKjn  its  doors  spontaneously,  to  receive  such  guests. 
Society  is  a  good,  not  to  be  rejected  on  account  of  cold  forms, 
in  tliis  wilderness,  sir ;  and  I  have  often  heard  my  father  say, 
that  hospitality  is  not  a  virtue  in  a  new  country,  the  favor  being 
conferred  by  the  guest." 

**  The  manner  in  which  Judge  Temple  exercises  its  rites 
would  confirm  this  opinion;  but  we  must  not  trespass  too 
freely.  Doubt  not  that  you  will  see  us  often,  my  child  parti- 
cularly, during  the  frequent  visits  that  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
make  to  the  distant  parts  of  the  country.  But  to  obtain  an 
influence  with  such  a  jMiople,"  he  continued,  glancing  his  eyes 
towards  the  few  who  were  still  lingering,  curious  observers  of 
the  interview,  "  a  clergyman  must  not  awaken  envy  or  distrust, 
by  dwelling  under  so  splendid  a  roof  as  that  of  Judge  Temple." 

"  You  like  the  roof,  then,  Mr.  Grant,"  cried  Richard,  who  had 
been  directing  the  extinguishment  of  the  fires,  and  other  little 
necessary  duties,  and  who  a})proaclied  in  time  to  hear  the  close 
of  the  divine's  speech, — "  I  am  glad  to  find  one  man  of  taste  at 
last  Here's  'duke,  now,  pretends  to  call  it  by  every  abusive 
name  he  can  invent ;  but  though  'duke  is  a  very  tolerable  judge, 
he  is  a  very  poor  carpenter,  let  me  tell  him.  Well,  sir,  well,  I 
think  we  may  say,  without  boasting,  that  the  service  was  as 
well  performed  this  evening  as  you  often  see ;  I  think,  quite  as 
well  as  I  ever  knew  it  to  be  done  in  old  Trinity, — that  is,  if  we 
except  the  organ.  But  there  is  the  schoolmaster  leads  the 
psalm  with  a  very  good  air.  I  used  to  lead  myself,  but  latterly 
I  have  sung  nothing  but  bass.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  science 
to  be  shown  in  the  bass,  and  it  affords  a  fine  opportunity  to 
show  off  a  full,  deep  voice.  Benjamin,  too,  sings  a  good  bass, 
though  he  is  often  out  in  the  words.  Did  you  ever  hear  Ben- 
jamin sing  the  '  Bay  of  Biscay,  O  ?'  " 

"  I  believe  he  gave  us  part  of  it  this  evening,"  said  Marma- 
duke,  laughing.     ^^  There  was,  now  and  then,  a  fearful  quaver 
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in  Ilia  voice,  nncl  it  seems  that  Mr.  Pt-nguillinn  U  like  m.^ 
others  who  do  one  thing  pnrticiilHrly  well ;  he  knows  nothjug 
else.  lie  hns,  certainlr,  a  wonderful  pitrliiilitj  to  one  tune,  and 
he  has  ii  )irodLgiuua  aelf-confidence  in  that  one,  for  be  delivers 
himgelf  like  a  norlli-weeter  swe«]iiiiv  across  the  lake.  But 
come,  gentlemen,  our  way  is  dear,  and  the  sleigh  waits. — Good 
evening,  Mr.  Grant  Good  night,  young  lady — remember 
that  you  dine  beneath  the  Coiintliiaa  roof  to-morrow,  with 
Elizabeth." 

The  parties  separated,  Riehard  holding  a  close  dissertation 
with  Mr.  Le  Quoi,  ns  they  descended  the  stairs,  on  the  subject 
of  [isjilmody,  wliieh  he  closed  by  a  violent  euiogitim  on  the  air 
of  the  "  Uny  of  Biscay,  O,"  aa  partienlarly  connected  with 
his  friend  Benjamin's  execntion. 

During  the  preceding  dialogue,  Muiiegan  retained  hl^  6eat, 
with  his  head  shrouded  in  his  blanket,  as  seemingly  inattentivu 
ndiiig  objecla    as  the  departing  congregation    was. 
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Since  the  rising  moon,  have  gone  upward,  and  the  Great  Spirit 
18  glad.  What  you  have  told  your  children,  they  will  remem- 
ber, and  be  good."  lie  paused  a  moment,  and  then,  elevating 
himself  with  the  grandeur  of  an  Indian  chief,  he  added, — "  If 
Chingachgook  lives  to  travel  towards  the  setting  sun,  after  his 
tribe,  and  the  Great  Spint  carries  him  over  the  lakes  and 
mountains  with  the  breath  in  his  body,  he  will  tell  his  people 
the  good  tiilk  he  has  heard  ;  and  they  will  believe  him ;  for 
who  can  sa\  that  Moheiyan  has  ever  lied  ?" 

**  Let  him  place  his  dependence  on  the  goodness  of  Divine 
mercy,"  said  Mr.  Grant,  to  whom  the  proud  consciousness  of 
the  Indian  sounded  a  little  heterodox,  "  and  it  never  will  desert 
him.  When  the  heart  is  filled  with  love  to  God,  there  is  no 
room  for  sin. — But,  young  man,  to  you  I  owe  not  only  an  obli- 
gation, in  common  with  those  you  saved  this  evening  on  the 
mountain,  but  my  thanks,  for  your  respectful  and  pious  manner 
in  assisting  in  the  seivice  at  a  most  embarrassing  moment  1 
should  be  hap[)y  to  see  you  sometimes  at  my  dwelling,  when, 
j.erhaps,  my  conversation  may  strengthen  3'ou  in  the  path  which 
you  appear  to  have  chosen.  It  is  so  unusual  to  find  one  of 
your  age  and  appearance,  in  these  woods,  at  all  acquainted  with 
our  holy  liturgy,  that  it  lessens  at  once  the  distance  between  us, 
and  I  feel  that  we  are  no  longer  strangers.  You  seem  quite  at 
home  in  the  service :  I  did  not  perceive  that  you  had  even  a 
book,  although  good  Mr.  Jones  had  laid  several  in  different 
parts  of  the  room." 

"  It  would  be  strange  if  I  were  ignorant  of  the  service  of  our 
church,  sir,"  returned  the  youth  modestly ;  "  for  I  was  baptized 
in  its  communion,  and  I  have  never  yet  attended  public  worship 
elsewhere.  For  me  to  use  the  forms  of  any  other  denomina- 
tion, would  be  as  singular  as  our  own  have  proved  to  the  jHJople 
licre  this  evening." 

"  You  give  me  great  pleasure,  my  dear  sir,"  cried  the  divine, 

seizing  the  other  by  the  hand,  and  shaking  it  cordially.     "  You 

v/ill  go  home  with  me  now — indeed  you  must — my  child  has 

•  yot  to  thank  you  fur  saving  my  life.     I  will  listen  to  no  apolo- 


146  THE     PIONEERS. 

giee.  Tliis  worthy  Indian,  and  your  friend,  there,  will  accom- 
pany us. — Bless  me  !  to  think  that  he  has  arrived  at  manhood 
in  this  country,  without  entering  a  dissenting*  meeting-houso !" 

"  No,  no,"  interrupted  the  Leather-stocking,  "  I  must  away  to 
the  wigAvam ;  there's  work  there  that  mustn't  be  forgotten  for 
all  your  churchings  and  merry-makings.  Let  the  lad  go  witli 
vol  I  in  welcome ;  he  is  used  to  keeping  company  with  ministers, 
aud  talking  of  such  matters ;  so  is  old  John,  who  was  christian- 
ized by  the  Moravians  about  the  time  of  the  old.  war.  But  I 
am  a  plain,  unlarned  man,  that  has  sarved  both  the  king  and 
his  country,  in  his  day,  ag'in  the  French  and  savages,  but  never 
so  much  as  looked  into  a  book,  or  larnt  a  letter  of  scholarship, 
in  my  born  days.  I've  never  seen  the  use  of  such  in-door  work, 
though  I  have  hved  to  be  partly  bald,  aud  in  my  time  have 
killed  two  hundred  beaver  in  a  season,  and  that  without  count- 
ing the  other  game.  If  you  mistrust  what  I  am  telling  you, 
you  can  ask  Chingachgook  there,  for  I  did  it  in  the  heart  of  the 
Delaware  country,  and  the  old  man  is  knowing  to  the  truth  of 
every  word  I  say." 

"  I  doubt  not,  my  friend,  that  you  have  been  both  a  vahant 
soldier  and  skilful  hunter  in  your  day,"  said  the  divine  ;  "but 
more  is  wanting  to  prepare  you  for  that  end  which  approaches. 
You  may  have  heard  the  maxim,  that  *  young  men  may  dio, 
but  that  old  men  must.'' ' 

**  I'm  sure  I  never  was  so  great  a  fool  as  to  expect  to  live  for 
ever,"  said  Natty,  giving  one  of  his  silent  laughs ;  "  no  man 
need  do  that,  who  trails  the  savages  through  the  woods,  Jis  I 
have  done,  and  lives,  for  the  hot  months,  on  the  lake  streams. 
I've  a  strong  constitution,  I  must  say  that  for  myself,  as  is  plain 
to  be  seen  ;  for  I've  drunk  the  Onondaga  water  a  hundred 
limes,  while  I've  been  watching  the  deer-licks,  when  the  fever- 
an-ag}'  seeds  was  to  l>e  seen  in  it  as  plain  and  as  i»lenty  as  you 


♦  The  divines  of  the  Protestant  Epistcopal  Church  of  the  United  States,  commoniy 
ctill  other  denominntions  Digtenters,  though  there  never  was  an  estaldhthcd  churcli 
in  their  o«  n  conn  in*  * 


THE      PIONEERS.  14? 

can  see  the  rattle-snakes  on  old  Crumliorn.  But  then,  I  nevei 
exjKHJted  to  liold  out  for  ever;  though  there's  them  living  who 
have  seen  tlie  Garman  flats  a  wilderness ;  ay !  and  tlieni  that's 
larned,  and  acquainted  witli  religion,  too ;  tliough  you  might 
look  a  week,  now,  and  not  find  even  the  stump  of  a  pine  on 
tliem ;  and  that's  a  wood  that  lasts  in  the  ground  the  better 
part  of  a  hundred  years  after  the  tree  is  dead." 

"This  is  but  time,  my  good  friend,"  returned  Mr.  Grant,  who 
began  to  take  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  new  acquaintjince. 
**  but  I  would  have  you  prepare  for  eternity.  It  is  incumbent 
on  you  to  attend  places  of  public  worship,  as  I  am  pleased  tc 
see  that  you  have  done  this  evening.  Would  it  not  be  heedless 
in  you  to  start  on  a  day's  toil  of  hard  hunting,  and  leave  your 
ramrod  and  flint  behind  ?" 

"  It  must  be  a  young  hand  in  the  woods,"  interrupted  Natty, 
v/ith  another  laugh,  "  that  didn't  know  how  to  dress  a  rod  out 
of  an  ash  sapling,  or  find  a  fire-stone  in  the  mountains.  No, 
no,  I  never  expected  to  hve  forever;  but  I  see,  times  be  alt-iing 
in  these  mountains  from  what  they  wjis  thirty  years  ago,  or,  for 
that  matter,  ten  years.  But  might  makes  right,  and  the  law 
is  stronger  than  an  old  man,  whether  he  is  one  that  has  much 
laming,  or  only  one  like  me,  that  is  better  now  at  standing  at 
the  passes  than  in  following  the  hounds,  as  I  once  used  to 
could.  Ileigh-ho !  I  never  know'd  preaching  come  into  a 
settlement  but  il  made  game  scarce,  and  raised  the  price  of 
gunpowd«M- ;  and  that's  a  thing  that's  not  as  easily  made  as  a 
ramrod  or  an  Indian  flint." 

The  divine,  perceiving  that  he  had  given  his  opi>onent  an 
argument  by  his  own  unfortunate  selection  of  a  comparison, 
very  prudently  relinquished  the  controversy  ;  although  ho  was 
fully  determined  to  resume  it  at  a  more  happy  moment. 
Ilepeating  his  request  to  the  young  hunter,  with  great  earnest- 
ness, the  youth  and  Indian  consented  to  accompany  him  and 
his  daughter  to  the  dwelling  that  the  cire  of  Mr.  Jones  had 
provided  for  their  temporary  residence.     I^ather-sUx^king  p«.T- 


148  THE      PIONEERS. 

severed  in  his  intention  of  returning  to  the  hut,  and  at  the  door 
of  the  building  they  separjited. 

After  followinor  the  course  of  one  of  the  streets  of  the  villai^e 
a  short  distance,  Mr.  Grant,  who  led  the  way,  turned  into  a 
field,  tlirough  a  pair  of  open  bars,  and  entered  a  footpath,  of 
but  suflBcient  width  to  admit  one  person  to  walk  in  it  at  a  time. 
The  moon  had  gained  ,a  height  tliat  enabled  her  to  throw  her 
rays  perpendicularly  on  the  valh-y ;  and  the  distinct  shadows 
of  the  party  flitted  along  on  the  banks  of  the  silver  snow,  hke 
the  presence  of  aerial  figures,  gliding  to  their  appointed  j)lac^ 
of  meeting.  The  night  still  continued  intensely  cold,  although 
not  a  breath  of  wind  was  felt.  The  ])ath  was  beaten  so  hard, 
that  the  gentle  female,  who  made  one  of  the  party,  moved  with 
ease  along  its  windings  ;  though  the  frost  emitted  a  low  creak- 
ing at  the  impression  of  even  her  light  footsteps. 

The  clergyman  in  his  dark  dress  of  broad-cloth,  with  his 
mild,  benevolent  countenance,  occasionally  turned  towards  his 
companions,  expressing  that  look  of  subdued  care  which  was 
its  characteristic,  presented  the  first  object  in  this  singular  group. 
Next  to  him  moved  the  Indian,  his  hair  falling  about  liis  face, 
his  head  uncovered,  and  the  rest  of  his  form  concealed  l)eneath 
his  blanket.  As  his  swarthy  visage,  with  its  muscles  fixed  in 
rigid  composure,  was  seen  under  the  light  of  the  moon  which 
struck  his  face  obliquely,  he  seemed  a  picture  of  resigned  old 
jige  on  whom  the  storms  of  winter  had  beaten  in  vain  for  the 
greater  part  of  a  century ;  but  when,  in  turning  his  head,  the 
rays  fell  directly  on  his  dark,  fiery  eyes,  they  told  a  tide  of 
passions  unrestrained,  and  of  thoughts  free  as  air.  The  slight 
person  of  Miss  Grant,  which  followed  next,  and  which  was  but 
too  thinly  clad  for  the  severity  of  the  season,  formed  a  marked 
contrast  to  the  wild  attire  and  uneasy  glances  of  the  Delaware 
chief;  and  more  than  once  during  their  walk,  the  young  hunter, 
himself  no  insignificant  figure  in  the  grouj),  was  led  to  consider 
the  difference  in  the  human  form,  as  the  face  of  ^fohegan,  and 
the  gentle  countenance  of  Miss  Grant,  wiUi  eyes  that  rivalled  tJie 
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soft  hue  of  the  sky,  met  his  view  at  the  instiint  that  each  turned 
to  tlirovv  a  glance  at  the  splendid  orb  which  lighted  their  path. 
Their  way,  which  led  through  fields  that  lay  at  some  distance 
in  the  rear  of  the  houses,  was  cheered  bv  a  conversation  that 
flagged  or  became  animated  with  the  subject.  The  first  to 
speak  was  the  divine. 

"  Really,"  he  said,  "  it  is  so  singular  a  circumstance  to  meei 
with  one  of  your  age,  that  has  not  been  induced  by  idle  curiosity 
to  visit  any  other  church  than  the  one  in  which  he  has  been 
educated,  that  I  feel  a  strong  curiosity  to  know  the  history  of  a 
life  so  fortunately  regulated.  Your  education  must  have  been 
excellent ;  as  indeed  is  evident  from  your  manners  and  language. 
Of  which  of  the  States  are  you  a  native,  Mr.  Edwards  ?  for  such, 
I  believe,  was  the  name  that  you  gave  Judge  Temple." 

"  Of  this." 

"  Of  this !  I  was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture,  from  your  dialect, 
wliich  does  not  partake,  j)articularly,  of  the  peculit»rities  of  any 
country  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  You  have,  then,  resided 
much  in  the  cities,  for  no  other  part  of  this  country  is  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  possess  the  constant  enjoyment  of  our  excellent 
liturgy." 

The  young  hunter  smiled,  as  he  listened  to  the  dinne  while 
he  so  clearly  betrayed  from  what  part  of  the  country  he  had 
come  himself;  but  for  reasons  probably  connected  with  his 
present  situation,  he  made  no  answer. 

"  I  am  delighted  to  meet  with  you,  my  young  friend,  for  1 
think  an  ingenuous  mind,  such  as  I  doubt  not  yours  must  be, 
will  exhibit  all  the  advantages  of  a  settled  doctrine  and  devou*, 
liturgy.  You  perceive  how  I  was  comj^elled  to  bend  to  the 
humors  of  my  hearers  this  evening.  Good  Mr.  Jones  wished 
me  to  read  the  communion,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  morning  ser- 
vice ;  but,  happily,  the  canons  do  not  require  this  of  an  evening. 
It  would  have  wearied  a  new  congregation  ;  but  to-morrow  1 
purpose  administering  the  sacrament.  Do  you  commune,  my 
young  friend  ?" 

"  I  believe  not,  sir,"  returned  the  youth,  with  a  liti'.^  embar- 

7* 
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rassment,  that  was  not  at  all  diminished  by  Miss  Grant's 
pausing  involuntarily,  and  turning  her  eyes  on  him  in  surprise 
■ — "  I  fear  that  I  am  not  qualified  ;  I  have  never  yet  approached 
the  altar ;  neither  would  I  wish  to  do  it,  while  I  find  so  much 
of  the  world  clinging  to  my  heart." 

"  Each  must  judge  for  himself,"  said  Mr.  Grant ;  "  though  I 
should  think  that  a  youth  who  had  never  been  blown  about  by 
the  wind  of  false  doctrines,  and  who  has  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  our  liturgy  for  so  many  years  in  its  purity,  might 
safely  couio.  Yet,  sir,  it  is  a  solemn  festival,  which  none  should 
celebrate  until  there  is  reason  to  hope  it  is  not  mockery.  I 
observed  this  evening,  in  your  manner  to  Judge  Temple,  a  re- 
sentment that  bordered  on  one  of  the  worst  of  human  passions. 
We  will  cross  this  brook  on  tlio  ice :  it  must  bear  us  all,  I  think, 
in  safety. — Be  careful  not  to  slip,  my  child."  While  speaking, 
he  descended  a  little  bank  by  the  path,  and  crossed  one  of  the 
small  streams  that  poured  their  waters  into  the  lake;  and, 
turning  to  see  his  dau-^ liter  pass,  observed  that  the  youth  had 
advanced,  and  was  kindly  directing  her  footsteps.  When  all 
were  safely  over,  he  moved  up  the  opposite  bank,  and  continued 
his  discourse. — "  It  was  wrong,  my  dear  sir,  very  wrong,  to 
suffer  such  feelings  to  rise,  under  any  circumstances,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  present,,  where  the  evil  was  not  intended." 

"  There  is  good  in  the  talk  of  my  father,"  said  Mohegan, 
stopping  short,  and  causing  those  who  were  behind  him  to 
pause  also ;  "  it  is  the  talk  of  Miquon.  The  white  man  may  do 
as  his  fathers  have  told  him ;  but  the  *  Young  Eagle'  has  the 
blood  of  a  Delaware  chief  in  his  veins :  it  is  red,  and  the  stain  it 
u'lakes  can  only  be  washed  out  with  the  blood  of  a  Mingo." 

Mr.  Grant  was  surprised  by  the  interruption  of  the  Indian, 
a»id,  stoj)ping,  faced  the  speaker.  His  mild  features  were 
confronted  to  the  fierce  and  determined  looks  of  the  chief, 
and  expressed  the  horror  he  felt  at  hearmg  such  sentiments 
from  one  who  professed  the  religion  of  his  Saviour.  Raising  his 
hands  to  a  level  with  his  head,  he  exclaimed — 

**  John,  John  !  is  this  the  religion  that  you  have  learned  from 
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the  Moravians  ?  But  no — I  will  not  be  so  uncharitable  as  to 
suppose  it.  They  are  a  jnous,  a  gentle,  and  a  mild  people,  and 
could  never  tolerate  these  passions.  Listen  to  the  language  of 
the  Redeemer — *  But  I  say  unto  you,  love  your  enemies ;  bless 
them  that  curse  you ;  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you  ;  pray  for 
them  that  despitiifully  use  you  and  persecute  you.' — This  is  the 
command  of  God,  John,  and  without  striving  to  cultivate  such 
feelings,  no  man  can  see  him." 

The  Indian  heard  the  divine  with  attention  ;  the  unusual  ^re 
of  his  eye  gradually  soflened,  and  his  muscles  relaxed  into  their 
ordinary  composure ;  but.  slightly  shaking  his  head,  he  motioned 
witli  dignity  for  Mr.  Grant  to  resume  his  walk,  and  followed 
himself  in  silence.  The  agitation  of  the  divine  caused  him  to 
move  with  unusual  rapidity  along  the  deep  path,  and  the  Indian, 
without  any  apparent  exertion,  kept  an  equal  pace ;  but  the 
young  hunter  observed  the  female  to  linger  in  her  steps,  until  a 
tritlinor  distance  intervened  between  the  two  former  and  the 
latter.  Struck  by  the  circumstance,  and  not  perceiving  any  new 
impediment  to  reUird  her  footsteps,  the  youth  made  a  tender  of 
his  assistance. 

**  You  are  fatigued,  Miss  Grant,"  he  said  ;  "  the  snow  yields 
to  the  foot,  and  you  are  unequal  to  the  strides  of  us  men.  Step 
on  the  crust,  I  entreat  you,  and  take  the  help  of  my  arm. 
Yonder  light  is,  I  believe,  the  house  of  your  father;  but  it 
seems  yet  at  some  distimce." 

"  I  am  quite  equal  to  the  walk,"  returned  a  low  tremulous 
voice  ;  "  but  I  am  startled  by  the  manner  of  that  Indian.  Oh  ! 
his  eye  was  horrid,  as  he  turned  to  the  moon,  in  speaking  to  my 
father.  But  I  forget,  sir ;  he  is  your  friend,  and  by  his  language 
may  be  your  relative ;  and  yet  of  you  I  do  not  feel  afraid." 

The  young  man  stepped  on  the  bank  of  snow,  which  firmly 
sustained  his  weight,  and  by  a  gentle  effort  induced  his  compa- 
nion to  follow.  Drawing  her  arm  through  his  own,  he  lifted  his 
cap  from  his  head,  allowing  the  dark  locks  to  flow  in  rich  curls 
over  his  open  brow,  and  walked  by  her  side  with   au  air  of 
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consciuus  pride,  as  if  inviting  an  cxamiunlioii  of  liia  inmost 
thouglite.  LouiRa  took  but  a  furtive  glance  at  tiis  ]>crsoi),  and 
moved  quittly  along,  ut  a  rate  iLat  was  greiitly  quickened  by 
the  aid  of  liis  ami. 

"You  arc  but  little  acquuintetl  with  this  [icciiliar  iMojile, 
Miss  Grant,"'  lie  said,  "or  you  would  know  tliat  revenge  is  a 
virtue  with  an  Indian.  Tliey  are  taufjlit  from  itifanfv  upwards, 
to  1)elieve  it  a  duty  never  to  allow  nn  injury  to  paNi  unrevenged  ; 
and  nothing  but  the  stronger  claims  of  hospitidity  can  guard 
one  against  their  resentments,  where  tliey  have  powiT." 

"  Surely,  sir,"said  Miss  Gr.int,  in\oliuitarily  withdrawing  her 
arm  from  his,  "you  have  not  l>i;en  educated  witli  such  unholy 

"  It  might  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  your  excellent  father,  to 
■ny.  that  I  was  educated  in  the  church,"  he  returned  ;  "  but  to 
you  I  will  add,  that  I  have  been  taught  deep  and  praclicil 
lessons  of  forgiveness.  I  believe  tlial,  on  (Inn  subject,  I  have 
but  little  cnui^ti  to  reproiich  myself;  it  shall  be  my  endeavor  that 
there  yet  be  less." 

Whilu  speaking,  he  Htop|ied,  and  stood  with  his  ann  again 
proffered  to  Iier  n.<sistance.  As  he  ended,  she  quietly  accepted 
hie  offer,  and  they  resumed  their  walk. 

Mr.  Gnmt  nnd  Muliegan  had  reached  the  door  of  the  furtner's 
resilience,  and  stoo<l  waiting  near  its  tlireshold  fur  the  arrival 
of  tlieir  young  companions.  The  former  was  earnestly  occupied 
in  endeavoring  to  correct,  by  his  precepts,  the  evil  propensities 
that  ho  hud  discovered  in  liio  Indian  during  iheir  conversation  ; 
to  whieli  llie  latter  listened  in  profound,  but  respectful  attention. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  young  hunter  and  the  hidy,  they  entered 
tie  building.  The  house  stood  at  some  distuncc  from  the  villagei 
in  the  centre  of  n  field,  surrounded  by  stump  that  were  peering 
above  the  snow,  bearing  e.o]is  of  pure  white,  nearly  two  feet  in 
thickness.  Not  a  tree  nor  a  shrub  was  nigh  it;  but  the  house 
externally,  exhibited  that  cheerless,  unfinished  aspect  which  is 
BO  common  to  tlie  hastily  erected  dwelUni^  of  a  new  countiy. 
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Tbe  uninviting  character  of  its  outside  was,  however,  happily 
relieved  by  the  exquisite  neatness  and  .coinfortuble  warmth 
within. 

They  entered  an  apartment  that  was  fitted  as  a  parlor,  though 
the  hirge  fire-place,  with  its  culinary  arrangements,  betrayed  tlie 
domestic  uses  to  which  it  was  occasionally  applied.  The  bright 
blaze  from  the  hearth  rendered  the  light  tliat  proceeded  from 
tlie  candle  Louisa  produced,  unnecessary  ;  for  the  scanty  furni- 
ture of  die  room  was  easily  seen  and  examined  by  the  former. 
The  floor  was  covered  in  the  centre  by  a  carpet  made  of  rags, 
a  species  of  manufacture  that  was  then,  and  yet  continues  to  be, 
much  in  use  in  the  interior ;  while  its  edges,  that  were  exposed 
to  view,  were  of  unspotted  cleanliness.  There  was  a  trifling  air 
of  better  life  in  a  tea-table  and  work-stand,  as  well  as  in  an  old- 
fashioned  mahogany  book-case ;  but  the  chairs,  the  dining-table, 
and  the  rest  of  the  furniture,  were  of  the  plainest  and  cheapest 
construction.  Against  the  walls  were  hung  a  few  specimens  of 
needle-work  and  drawing,  the  former  executed  with  great  neat- 
ness, though  of  somewhat  equivocal  merit  in  their  designs,  while 
the  latter  were  strikingly  deficient  in  both. 

One  of  the  former  rejiresented  a  tomb,  with  a  youthful  female 
weeping  over  it,  exhibiting  a  church  with  arched  windows  in 
the  back-ground.  On  the  tomb  were  the  names,  with  the  dates 
of  the  births  ahd  deaths,  of  several  individuals,  all  of  whom  bore 
the  name  of  Grant.  An  extremely  cursory  glance  at  this  record 
was  sufficient  to  discover  to  the  young  hunter  the  domestic  state 
of  the  divine.  He  there  read,  that  he  was  a  widower ;  and  that 
the  innocent  and  timid  maiden,  who  had  been  his  companion, 
was  the  only  survivor  of  six  children.  The  knowledge  of  the 
dei>endence  which  each  of  these  meek  Christians  had  on  tho 
other,  for  happiness,  threw  an  additional  charm  around  the 
gentle,  but  kind  attentions,  which  the  daughter  paid  to  the 
father. 

Tliese  observations  occurred  while  the  party  were  seating 
themselves  before  the  cheerful  fire,  during  which  time  there  was- 
!i  suspension  of  discourse.     But  when  each  was  comfortably 
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•irran^d,  and  Louisa,  after  laying  aside  a  thin  coat  of  fkded 
silk,  and  a  gipsy  Lat,  that  vns  more  l>ecoining  to  licr  modest, 
iiigciiuuus  cuuiitcuance  than  appropriate  to  tLe  soason,  had 
taken  a  chair  between  her  fattier  and  the  youth,  the  former 
returned  tlie  conversation. 

"  I  trust,  my  young  friend,"  lie  said,  "  that  the  education  you 
have  received  has  eradicated  most  of  those  revengeful  principles 
which  you  may  have  inherited  by  descent ,  for  I  understand 
from  the  expres^on»  of  John,  tiiat  you  have  some  of  the  blood 
of  the  Delaware  tribe.  Do  not  mistake  me,  I  beg,  for  it  is  not 
color,  nor  lineage,  that  constitutes  merit ;  and  I  know  not  that 
he  vlio  claims  affinity  to  the  pro{)er  owners  of  this  soil  lias  not 
tlie  best  right  to  tread  these  liills  with  the  li^tlitcst  conscience." 

Mohegan  turned  solemnly  to  the  speaker,  and,  with  the  pecu- 
liarly significant  gestures  of  nn  Indian,  he  spoke  : — 

"  Father,  you  are  not  yet  past  the  summer  of  life ;  youf 
limbs  arc  young.  Go  to  the  highest  hill,  and  look  around  you. 
All  that  you  see  from  the  rliing  to  the  setting  sun,  from  the 
head  waters  of  the  great  spring,  to  where  the  '  crooked  river'* 
ii.  hid  by  the  hills,  is  his.  lie  has  Delaware  blood,  and  his 
right  is  strong.  But  the  brother  of  Miijuon  is  just :  he  will  cut 
the  country  in  two  parts,  as  the  river  ciita  tlio  low-lands,  and 
will  say  to  the  '  Young  Eagle,'  Child  of  the  Delawares  !  take  it 
— keep  it — and  be  a  chief  in  the  land  of  your  fathers." 

"  Never !"  exclaimed  tlie  young  hunter,  with  a  vehemenco 
that  destroyed  the  rapt  attention  with  which  the  divine  and  his 
daughter  were  listening  to  the  Indian.  "  The  wolf  of  the  forest 
is  not  more  rapacious  fur  his  prey,  than  that  man  is  greedy  of 
gold  ;  and  yet  his  glidings  into  wealth  are  subtle  as  the  move- 
ments of  a  serpent" 

"  Forbear,  forbear,  my  son,  forbear,"  interrupted  Mr.  Grant. 
"  These  angry  passions  must  be  subdued.  The  accidental 
inj  irj  you  have  received  from  Judge  Temple  baa  heightened 

■  The  EmqaBhAnniih  mafli  cmolii-il  river;  ■' tainsih."  nr  hinnuch,  mrsnl 
"river,"  In  miny  oTU-e  mUva  dlilecti.    Tbtu  we  Hikd  Bai^hinnwh,  u  bnouiri 


the  sense  of  your  herediUiiy  wrongs.  But  remember  that  tho 
one  wts  unintentional,  and  that  tbe  other  is  the  effect  of  i>ohti- 
cal  cljanges,  which  have,  in  tlieir  course,  greatly  lowered  the 
pride  of  kings,  and  swept  mighty  nations  from  the  face  ol  the 
earth.*  Where  now  are  tlie  Philistines,  who  so  often  held  tho 
children  of  Israel  in  bondage )  or  that  city  of  liabylon,  which 
rioted  in  luxury  and  vice,  and  who  styled  herself  the  Queen  of 
Nations  in  the  drunkenness  of  her  pride  ?  Itemember  the 
prayer  of  our  holy  litany,  where  we  implore  the  IJit  ine  Power 
— '  that  it  may  please  lliec  to  foi^vo  our  enemies,  |iersecutors, 
and  slanderers,  and  to  turn  their  he^irts.'  The  sin  of  the  wrongs 
which  have  been  done  to  the  natives  is  shared  by  Judge  Temple 
only  in  common  willi  a  whole  people,  and  your  arm  will 
speedily  be  restored  to  its  strength." 

"  Tliis  arm  !"  repeated  the  youtli,  pacing  the  floor  in  violent 
agitation.  "  Think  you,  air,  that  I  believe  tlie  man  a  murderer  ? 
— Oh,  no !  he  is  too  wily,  too  cowardly  for  such  a  crime.  But 
let  him  and  his  daughter  riot  in  tlieir  wealili — a  day  of  retribu- 
tion will  come.  No,  no,  no."  lie  continued,  as  he  trod  tlie  floor 
more  calmly — "  it  u  for  Mohegan  to  susjiect  him  of  an  intent 
to  injure  me  :  but  the  trifle  is  not  worth  a  second  thought." 

He  sealed  himself,  and  hid  his  face  between  his  hands,  as 
they  rested  on  his  knees. 

"  It  is  the  hereditary  violence  of  a  native's  passion,  my  child," 
said  Mr.  Grant  in  a  low  tone,  to  his  affrighted  daughter,  who 
was  clinging  in  terror  to  his  arm.  "  He  is  mixed  with  the 
blood  of  the  Indians,  you  have  Iteard  ;  and  neither  the  refine- 
ments of  education,  nor  the  advantages  of  our  excellent  liturgy, 
have  been  able  entirely  to  eradicate  the  evil.  But  care  and 
time  will  do  much  for  him  yeL" 

Altlioiigh  the  divine  spoke  in  a  low  tone,  yet  what  he  uttered 
was  heard  by  the  youth,  who  raised  his  head,  with  a  smile  of 
indifitiitc  ex|)ression,  and  spoke  more  calmly. 

"  Be  not  alarmed.  Miss  Grant,  at  either  the  wijdnoss  of  my 
manner  or  that  of  my  dress.  I  have  been  carried  away  by 
passions  that  I  should  struggle  to  repress.     I  must  attribute  it, 
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with  your  father,  to  the  bl<x)d  in  my  veins,  although  I  would 
not  impeach  my  hneage  willingly  ;  for  it  is  all  that  is  left  me 
to  boast  of  Yes !  I  am  proud  of  my  descent  from  a  Dela- 
ware chief,  who  was  a  warrior  that  ennobled  human  nature. 
Old  Mohe^an  wjis  his  friend,  and  will  vouch  for  his  virtues.*' 

Mr.  Grant  here  took  up  the  discourse,  and,  finding  the  young 
man  more  calm,  and  the  aged  chief  attentive,  he  entered  into  a 
full  and  tlKJolomcal  discussion  of  the  dutv  of  forinveness.  The 
conversation  lasted  for  more  than  an  hour,  when  the  \isitors 
ar(.>se,  and,  after  exchanging  good  wishes  with  their  entertiiiners, 
they  departed.  At  the  door  they  separated,  Mohegan  taking 
the  direct  route  to  the  village,  while  the  youth  moved  towards 
the  lake.  The  divine  stood  at  the  entrance  of  his  dwellinc:, 
regarding  the  figure  of  the  aged  chief  as  it  glided,  at  an  asto- 
nishing gait  for  his  years,  along  the  deep  path  ;  his  black, 
straight  hair  just  visible  over  the  bundle  fonned  by  his  blanket, 
which  was  sometimes  blended  with  the  snow,  under  the  silverv 
li;;ljt  of  the  moon.  From  the  rear  of  the  house  wjus  a  ^vindow 
that  overlooked  the  lake ;  and  here  Louisii  was  found  bv  her 
father,  when  he  entered,  gazing  intently  on  some  object  in  the 
direction  of  the  eastern  mountain.  He  ap[iroached  the  spot, 
and  saw  the  fiirure  of  the  vounc:  hunter,  at  the  distance  of  half 
a  mile,  walking  with  prodigious  ste]»s  across  the  wide  fields  of 
frozen  snow  that  covered  the  ice,  towards  the  point  where  he 
knew  the  hut  inhabited  bv  the  Leather-stockini;  was  situated 
on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  under  a  rock  that  was  crowned  by 
])ir.es  and  hemlocks.  At  the  next  instant,  the  wildly-looking 
form  entered  the  shadow  cast  from  the  overhanging  trees,  and 
was  lost  to  view. 

"  It  is  marvellous  how  long  the  projK^nsities  of  the  savage 
continue  in  that  remarkable  race,"  said  the  good  divine  ;  **  bui 
if  he  persevere  as  he  has  commenced,  his  triumph  shall  yet  be 
complete.  Put  mo  in  mind,  Louisa,  to  lend  him  the  homily 
'  against  peril  of  idolatry,'  at  his  next  visit." 

"  Surely,  father,  you  do  not  think  him  in  danger  of  relapsing 
into  the  worship  of  his  ancestors  !" 


"  No,  my  cbild,"  returned  the  clei^-inan,  laying  his  hand 
affecUonately  on  her  flaxen  locks,  and  sniiling ;  "  hia  white  blood 
would  prevent  it ;  but  there  b  euch  a  thing  as  the  idolatry  of 
our  pnssiorov" 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


/IrinAiiv  Smig, 


Os  one  of  tlie  conii'w,  wliero  tbc  two  pnnciiwil  strcels  of 
Tt-niplelon  interec'cU'd  ench  otlier,  stiKxl,  as  we  linve  already 
nicntionci],  tlie  inn  calk-cl  the  "  tSold  Uriiguon."  In  ilie  origi- 
iiiil  plan,  it  w.-iB  oriliiincd  that  the  village  should  stretch  nlong 
tlie  little  streiun  tliat  ruslied  down  the  valley ;  and  tlie  street 
wbicb  led  from  the  lake  to  the  academj-,  wiis  intended  to  bo  ita 
western  boundary.  But  convenience  frequently  frustrates  the 
best  regulated  plans.  The  house  of  Mr.,  or  n^,  in  cun$e<iuence 
of  conininndirig  the  inilitja  of  that  vicinity,  ho  was  callc<l, 
Captain  IloUist^'r,  bad,  at  an  early  day,  been  erected  directly 
facing  the  main  street,  and  osteiii^ibly  interposed  a  barrier  Ut 
its  further  prt^rees.  Horsemen,  and  subsequently  teamstei^ 
however,  availed  tliemselves  of  an  opening,  at  the  end  of  the 
building,  to  shorten  tlieir  passage  westward,  until,  in  litne,  the 
ivgular  highway  was  laid  out  along  lliis  course,  and  houses 
were  gradually  built  on  either  side,  so  as  effectually  to  prevent 
ftny  subsequent  correction  of  the  evil. 

Two  material  consequences  followed  this  change  in  the 
regular  plans  of  Marniadiikc.  The  main  street,  after  running 
about  half  its  length,  was  suddenly  reduced  to  precisely  that 
difference  in  iU  width ;  and  the  "  Bold  Dragoon  "  became,  next 
to  the  Mansion-house,  by  far  the  most  conspicuous  ediSce  in  the 

Tliis  conapicuousness,  aided  by  the  ehamctei's  of  the  host  and 
hostess,  gave  the  tavern  an  adianlage  over  all  its  future  comiw- 
iitoTii,  tliat  no  circuustances  could  conquer.     An  effort  wni>. 
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however,  made  to  ilo  so  ;  itnd  at  tlio  corner  diagonally  opposite, 
stood  a  new  building  that  vas  intended,  hy  its  occupaula,  to 
look  down  all  opposition.  It  was  a  house  of  wood,  ornamented 
in  the  prevailing  style  of  architecture,  and  about  the  roof  and 
balustrades,  was  one  of  the  ^ree  imitators  of  the  Mansion-house. 
The  upper  windows  were  filled  with  rough  boards  secured  by 
uaiLs,  to  keep  out  the  cold  air — for  the  edifice  was  far  from 
finished,  altbou!>li  glass  was  to  be  seen  in  the  lower  apartments, 
and  the  light  of  the  powerful  fires  within  denoted  that  it  was 
already  inliahited.  The  exterior  was  jwinted  white  on  the  front, 
and  on  the  end  which  was  exposed  1«  the  street ;  but  in  the  rear, 
and  on  the  side  which  was  iutendeJ  to  join  the  neighboring  house, 
it  was  coarsely  smeared  with  Spanish  brown.  Before  the  door 
stood  two  lofty  jxisls,  connected  at  the  to])  by  a  beam,  from 
which  was  susjiended  an  enormous  sign,  ornamented  iirouud  its 
edges  witli  certain  curious  carvings  in  pine  boards,  and  on  its 
faces  loaded  with  ni.iaonie  emblems.  Over  these  mysterious 
figures  was  written,  in  large  letters,  "The  Templeton  Coffee- 
House,  and  Travellers'  Hotel,"  and  beneath  them,  "  By 
Ilahakkuk  Foote  and  Jo«hmi  Knapp."  This  was  a  fearful  rival 
to  the  "  Bold  Dragoon,"  as  our  readers  will  the  more  readily 
perceive,  when  we  add  that  tlie  same  sonorous  names  were  to 
be  seen  over  the  door  of  a  newly  erected  store  in  the  village,  a 
hatter's  shop,  and  the  gates  of  a  tan-yard.  But,  cither  because 
too  much  was  attempted  to  be  executed  well,  or  that  the  "  Bold 
Dragoon  "  had  established  a  reputation  which  could  not  be 
easily  shaken,  not  only  Judge  Temple  and  bis  friends,  but  most 
'■{  the  villagers  also,  who  were  not  in  debt  to  the  i>owerful  firm 
wo  have  named,  frequented  the  inn  of  Captain  Hollister,  on  all 
occasions  where  such  a  house  was  necessary. 

On  the  present  evening  the  limping  veteran  and  liis  consort 
were  hardly  housed  aflcr  their  return  from  the  academy,  when 
the  sounds  of  stamping  feet  at  their  threshold  announced  the 
approach  of  visitors,  who  were  probably  assembling  with  a  view 
lo  compare  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  ceremonies  they 
bod  witnessed. 
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The  public,  or  as  it  was  called,  the  "  bar-room,"  of  the  "  Bold 
Dragoon,"  was  a  spacious  apartment,  lined  on  three  sides  with 
benches,  and  on  the  fourth  by  fire-places.  Of  the  latter  tliere 
were  two  of  such  size  as  to  occupy,  with  their  enormous  jambs, 
the  whole  of  tliat  side  of  the  apartment  where  they  were  ])laced, 
excepting  room  enough  fur  a  door  or  two,  and  a  little  apartment 
in  one  corner,  which  was  protected  by  miniature  palisadoes,  and 
prufasely  garnisihed  with  bottles  and  ghisses.  In  the  entrance  to 
this  sanctuary,  Mrs.  Ilollister  was  seated,  with  great  gravity  in  her 
air,  while  her  husband  occupied  himself  with  stirring  the  fires, 
moving  the  logs  with  a  large  staKc  burnt  to  a  point  at  one  end. 

"  There,  Sargeant,  dear,"  said  the  landlady,  after  she  thought 
the  veteran  had  got  the  logs  arranged  in  the  most  judicious 
manner,  "  give  over  poking,  for  it's  no  good  ye'll  \ye  doing,  now 
that  they  burn  so  convaniently.  There's  the  glasses  on  the 
table  there,  and  the  mxm  that  the  Doctor  wjis  taking  his  cider 
and  ginger  in,  before  the  fire  here — just  put  them  in  the  bar, 
will  ye  ?  for  we'll  be  having  the  Jooge,  and  the  Major,  and  Mr. 
Jones  down  the  night,  without  reckoning  Benjamin  Poomp,  and 
the  lawyers:  so  ye'll  be  fixii  gthe  room  tidy ;  and  put  both  flip 
irons  in  the  coals;  and  tell  Jude,  the  lazy  black  baste,  that  if 
she's  no  be  claneing  up  the  kitchen  I'll  turn  her  out  of  the 
houj^e,  and  she  may  live  wid  the  jontlemen  that  ka|)e  the 
'Coffee-house,'  good  luck  to  'em.  Och!  Sargeant,  sure  it's  a 
great  privilege  to  go  to  a  mateing  where  a  lx)dy  can  sit  asy, 
widout  joomping  up  and  down  so  often,  as  this  Mr.  Grant  is 
doing  that  same." 

"  It's  a  privilege  at  all  times,  Mrs.  Hollistor,  whether  we  stand 
or  bo  seated  ;  or,  as  good  Mr.  Whitefield  used  to  do  after  he  had 
made  a  wearisome  day's  march,  get  on  our  knees  and  ]>ray,  like 
Moses  of  old,  with  a  flanker  to  the  right  and  left,  to  lift  his  hands 
to  heaven,"  returned  her  husband,  who  composedly  performed 
what  she  had  directed  to  be  done.  "  It  was  a  very  pretty  fight, 
Betty,  that  the  Israelitt»s  had  on  that  day  with  the  Amalekites. 
It  soems  that  they  fout  on  a  plain,  for  Moses  is  mentioned  as 
luning  gone  on  to  the  heights  to  overlook   the  battle,   and 
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wrestle  in  prayer ;  and  if  I  should  judge,  with  my  little  laming, 
the  Israelites  depended  mainly  on  their  horse,  for  it  is  written 
that  Joshua  cut  up  the  enemy  with  the  edge  of  the  sword ;  fi  Jin 
which  I  infer,  not  only  that  they  were  horse,  but  well 
disciplyn'd  troops.  Indeed,  it  says  as  much  as  that  they  were 
chosen  men ;  quite  likely  volunteers  ;  for  raw  dragoons  seldom 
strike  with  the  edge  of  their  swords,  particularly  if  the  weapon 
be  any  way  crooked/' 

"  Pshaw  !  why  do  ye  botlier  yourself  wid  taxts,  man,  about 
so  small  a  matter,"  interrupted  the  landlady  ;  "  sure,  it  was  the 
Lord  who  was  with  'em ;  for  he  always  sided  wid  the  Jews, 
before  they  fell  away ;  and  it's  but  little  matter  what  kind  of 
men  Joshua  commanded,  so  that  he  was  doing  the  right 
bidding.  Aven  them  cui-sed  millaishy,  the  Lord  forgive  me 
for  s wealing,  that  was  the  death  of  him,  wid  their  cowardice, 
would  have  carried  the  day  in  old  times.  There's  no  rason  to 
be  thinking  that  the  soldiers  were  used  to  the  drill." 

"  I  must  say,  Mrs.  Hollistcr,  that  I  have  not  often  seen  raw 
troops  fight  better  than  the  left  flank  of  the  militia,  at  the  time 
you  mention.  They  rallied  handsomely,  and  that  without  beat 
of  drum,  which  is  no  easy  thing  to  do  under  fire,  and  were 
very  steady  till  he  fell.  But  the  Scriptures  contain  no 
unnecessary  words ;  and  I  will  maintain  that  horse,  who  know 
how  to  strike  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  must  be  well 
disci  ply  n'd.  Many  a  good  sarmon  has  been  preached  about 
smaller  matters  than  that  one  word !  If  the  text  was  not 
meant  to  be  particular,  why  wasn't  it  written  with  the  sword, 
and  not  with  the  edge  ?  Now,  a  back-handed  stroke,  on  the 
edge,  takes  long  practice.  Goodness!  what  an  argument 
would  Mr.  VVhitefield  make  of  that  word  edge!  As  to  the 
Captain,  if  he  had  only  called  up  the  guard  of  dragoons  when 
he  rallied  the  foot,  they  would  have  shown  the  inimy  what  the 
edge  of  a  sword  was ;  for,  although  there  was  no  commissioned 
officer  with  them,  yet  I  think  I  may  say,"  the  veteran  continued, 
stiffening  his  cravat  about  the  throat,  and  raising  himself  up, 
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with  the  air  of  a  drill  sergeant,  "  they  were  led  by  a  roan  who 
know'd  how  to  bring  them  on,  in  spite  of  the  ravine." 

"  Is  it  lade  on  ye  would,"  cried  the  landlady,  "  when  ye 
kn^w  yourself,  Mr.  Hollister,  that  the  baste  he  rode  was  but 
little  able  to  joomp  from  one  rock  to  another,  and  the  animal 
was  as  spry  as  a  squirrel  ?  Och  !  but  it's  useless  to  talk,  for 
he's  gone  this  many  a  year.  I  would  that  he  had  lived  to  see 
the  true  light ;  but  there's  mercy  for  a  brave  sowl,  that  died  in 
the  saddle,  fighting  for  the  liberty.  It  is  a  poor  tombstone 
they  have  given  Jiim,  any  way,  and  many  a  good  one  that  died 
like  himself;  but  the  sign  is  very  like,  and  I  will  be  kapeing 
it  up,  while  the  blacksmith  can  make  a  hook  for  it  to  swing  on, 
for  all  the  *  coffee-houses '  bet  wane  this  and  Albany." 

There  is  no  saying  where  this  desultory  conversation  would 
have  led  the  worthy  couple,  had  not  the  men,  who  were 
stamping  the  snow  off  their  feet,  on  the  little  platform  l)efore 
the  door,  suddenly  ceased  their  occupation,  and  entered  the 
bar-room. 

For  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  the  different  individuals,  who 
intended  either  to  bestow  or  receive  edification,  before  the  fires 
of  the  "  Bold  Dragoon,"  on  that  evening,  were  collecting,  until 
the  benches  were  nearly  filled  with  men  of  different  occupa- 
tions. Dr.  Todd  and  a  slovenly-looking,  shabby-genteel  young 
man,  who  took  tobacco  profusely,  wore  a  coat  of  imix>rted 
cloth,  cut  with  something  Hke  a  fashionable  air,  frequently 
exhibited  a  large  French  silver  watch,  with  a  chain  of  woven 
hair  and  a  silver  key,  and  who,  altogether,  seemed  as  much 
above  the  artisans  around  him  as  he  was  himself  inferior  to 
the  real  gentleman,  occupied  a  high-back  wooden  settee,  in  the 
most  comfortable  corner  in  the  apartment. 

Sundry  brown  mugs,  containing  cider  or  beer,  were  placed 
between  the  heavy  andirons,  and  little  groups  were  formed 
among  the  guests,  as  subjects  arose,  or  the  liquor  was  passed 
from  one  to  the  other.  No  man  was  seen  to  drink  by  himself, 
nor  in  «my  instance  was  more  than  one  vessel  considereil 
necessary  for  the  same  beverage ;  but  the  glass,  or  the  mug, 
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was  passed  from  hand  to  hand,  until  a  chasm  in  the  line,  or  a 
regard  to  the  rights  of  ownership,  would  regularly  restore  tho 
dregs  of  the  potation  to  him  who  defrayed  the  cost. 

Toasts  were  uniformly  drunk ;  and,  occasionally,  some  one, 
who  conceived  himself  peculiarly  endowed  by  nature  to  shine 
in  the  way  of  wit,  would  attempt  some  such  sentiment  as 
"hoping  that  he"  who  treated,  "might  make  a  better  man 
than  his  father ;"  or,  "  live  till  all  his  friends  wished  him  dead ;" 
while  the  more  humble  pot-companion  contented  himself  by 
saying,  with  a  most  imposing  gravity  in  his  air,  "  come,  here's 
luck,"  or  by  expressing  some  other  equally  comprehensive 
desire.  In  every  instance,  the  veteran  landlord  was  requested 
to  imitate  the  custom  of  the  cupbearers  to  kings,  and  taste  the 
liquor  he  presented,  by  the  invitation  of  **  after  you  is  manners," 
with  which  request  he  ordinarily  complied,  by  wetting  his  lips, 
first  expressing  the  wish  of  "  here's  hoping,"  leaving  it  to  the 
imagination  of  the  hearers  to  fill  the  vacuum  by  whatever  good 
each  thought  most  desirable.  During  these  movements,  the 
landlady  was  busily  occupied  with  mixing  the  various  compounds 
required  by  her  customers,  with  her  own  hands,  and  occasionally 
exchanging  greetings  and  inquiries  concerning  the  conditions 
of  their  respective  families,  with  such  of  the  villagers  as 
approached  the  bar. 

At  length  the  common  thirst  being  in  some  measure 
assuaged,  conversation  of  a  more  general  nature  became  the 
order  of  the  hour.  The  physician,  and  his  companion,  who 
was  one  of  the  two  lawyers  of  the  village,  being  considered  the 
best  qualified  to  maintain  a  public  discourse  with  credit,  were 
the  principal  speakers,  though  a  remark  was  hazarded,  now  and 
then,  by  Mr.  Doolittle,  who  was  thought  to  bo  their  inferior 
only  in  the  enviable  point  of  education.  A  general  silence 
was  produced  on  all  but  the  two  speakere,  by  the  following 
observation  fi-om  the  practitioner  of  the  law : — 

"  So,  Dr.  Todd,  T  understand  that  you  have  been  performing 
an  important  operation,  tl.is  evening,  by  cutting  a  charge 
^ti  buckshot  from  the  shoulder  of  the  son  of  Leather-stocking?" 
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•*  Yes,  sir,"  returned  the  other,  elevating  bis  little  head  with 
wj  air  of  importance.  "  I  had  a  small  job  up  at  the  Judge's  in 
that  way  ;  it  was,  however,  but  a  trifle  to  what  it  might  have 
been,  had  it  gone  through  tlie  body.  The  shoulder  is  not 
a  very  vitil  part ;  and  I  think  the  young  man  will  socn 
be  well.  But  I  did  not  know  that  the  patient  was  a  son  of 
Leatter  stocking :  it  is  news  to  me  to  hear  that  Natty  had  a 
wife." 

"  It  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  consequence,"  returned  the 
other,  winking,  with  a  shrewd  look  around  the  bar-room ; 
**  there  is  such  a  thing,  I  suppose  you  know,  in  law,  as  a  *  fihus 
nullius.'" 

"  Spake  it  out,  man,"  exclaimed  the  landlady ;  "  spake  it  out 
in  king's  English ;  what  for  should  ye  be  talking  Indian  in  a 
room  full  of  Christian  folks,  though  it  is  about  a  poor  hunter, 
who  is  but  a  little  better  in  his  ways  than  the  wild  savages 
themselves  ?  Och  !  it's  to  be  hoped  that  the  missionaries  will, 
in  his  own  time,  make  a  convarsion  of  the  poor  divils ;  and 
then  it  will  matter  little  of  what  color  is  the  skin,  or  wedder 
there  be  wool  or  hair  on  the  head." 

"Oh!  it  is  Latin,  not  Indian,  Miss  Ilollister,"  returned  the 
lawyer,  rejxjating  his  winks  and  shrewd  looks ;  **  and  Dr.  1  odd 
understands  Latin,  or  how  would  he  read  the  lal^els  on  his 
gallipots  and  drawers  ?  No,  no,  Miss  Ilollister,  the  Doctor 
understands  me ;  don't  you.  Doctor  ?" 

"  Hera, — why  I  guess  T  am  not  far  out  of  the  way,"  returned 
Elnathan,  endeavoring  to  imitate  the  expression  of  the  other's 
countenance,  by  looking  jocular.  "  Latin  is  a  queer  language, 
gentlemen  ;  now  I  rather  guess  there  is  no  one  in  the  room 
except  Squire  Lippet,  who  can  believe  that  *  Far.  Av.'  means 
oatmeal,  in  EngHsh." 

The  lawyer  in  his  turn  was  a  good  deal  embarrassed  by  this 
display  of  learning;  for,  although  he  actually  had  t^iken  his 
first  degree  at  one  of  the  eastern  universities,  he  was  somewhat 
puzzled  with  the  terms  used  by  his  companion.  It  was 
dangerous,  however,  to  appear  to  be  outdone  in  learning  in  a 
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public  W-rooin,  and  befure  ao  many  of  hia  clients ;  he  tberefbra 
put  tlie  best  face  on  tlie  matter,  and  laughed  knowingly,  as  if 
there  were  a  good  joke  concealed  under  it,  tliat  was  understood 
only  by  tlie  physician  and  himself.  All  this  nas  attentively 
observed  by  the  listeners,  who  exchanged  looks  of  approbation  ; 
anil  the  expressions  of  "tonguey  man,"  and  "I  guess  Squire 
Lippet  knows,  if  anybody  doos,"  were  heard  in  diflerent  parts 
of  the  room,  as  vouchers  for  the  admirntioo  of  his  auditors. 
Thus  encouraged,  the  lawyer  ruse  from  bis  chair,  and  turning 
his  back  to  the  fire,  and  facing  tlie  company,  he  continued  — 

"  The  Bon  of  Nnttv,  or  the  son  of  nobody,  I  liofie  the  young 
man  is  not  going  to  let  the  matter  drop.  This  is  a  country  of 
laws;  and  I  should  like  to  see  it  fairly  tried,  whether  a  man 
who  owns,  or  says  he  owns,  a  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land, 
has  any  more  right  to  Blio<jt  a  body  tlian  anotlier.  What  do 
you  think  of  it,  Ur.  Toddl" 

"  Oh !  sir,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  gentleman  will  soon  be 
well,  as  I  said  belbrc ;  the  wound  isn't  in  a  vital  part ;  and  as 
the  bail  was  extracted  so  soon,  and  the  shoulder  was  what  J 
call  well  attended  to,  I  do  not  think  th<4re  is  as  much  danger  as 
there  might  have  been." 

"I  say.  Squire  Doolittle,"  continued  the  attorney,  raising  bis 
v<nce,  "you  are  a  magistrate,  and  know  what  is  hiw,  and  what 
is  n^it  law,  [  ask  you,  sir,  if  shooting  a  man  Is  a  thing  that  is 
to  be  settled  so  very  easily !  Suppose,  sir,  that  the  young  man 
had  a  wife  and  family  ;  and  suppose  that  he  was  a  mechanic 
like  yourself  sir ;  and  suppose  that  his  family  depended  on 
him  for  bread ;  and  sup{>ose  that  the  ball,  instead  of  merely 
going  through  the  Hcsh,  had  broken  the  shoulder-blade,  and 
crippled  him  for  ever ;  I  ask  you  all,  gentlemen,  supposing  thi» 
to  be  the  case,  whether  a  jury  wouldn't  give  what  I*  call 
handsome  damages !" 

AS  the  close  of  this  ttupposititious  case  was  addressed  to  the 
company  gcnerrttly,  Hiram  did  not,  at  first,  consider  himself 
called  on  for  a  reply ;  but  finding  the  eyes  of  the  listeners  bent 
on  him  in  expectation,  ho  remembered  his  character  for  judici.i] 
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discrimiiiation,  aiid  spoke,  observing  a  due  degree  of  deliberatuA 
and  dignity. 

"Why,  if  a  man  should  shoot  another,"  he  said,  "and  if  lie 
should  do  it  on  purpose,  and  if  the  law  took  notice  on\  and 
if  a  jury  should  find  him  guilty,  it  would  be  likely  to  turn  out 
a  state-prison  matter." 

"It  would  so,  sir,"  returned  the  attorney.  "The  law, 
gentlemen,  is  no  respecter  of  persons  in  a  free  country.  It  is 
one  of  the  great  blessings  that  has  been  handed  down  to  us 
from  our  ancestors,  that  all  men  are  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law 
as  they  are  by  nater.  Though  some  may  get  property,  no  one 
knows  how,  yet  they  are  not  privil^ed  to  transgress  the  laws 
any  more  than  the  poorest  citizen  in  tlie  state.  This  is  my 
notion,  gentlemen ;  and  I  think  that  if  a  man  had  a  mind  to 
bring  this  matter  up,  something  might  be  made  out  of  it  that 
would  help  pay  for  the  salve — ha !  Doctor  ?" 

"  Why,  sir,"  returned  the  physician,  who  appeared  a  little 
uneasy  at  the  turn  the  conversation  wjis  taking,  "I  have  the 
promise  of  Judge  Temj^le  before  men — not  but  what  I  would 
take  his  word  as  soon  as  his  note  of  hand — but  it  was  before 
men.  Let  nie  see — there  was  Mounshier  Ler  Quow,  and  Squire 
Jones,  and  Major  Hartmann,  and  Miss  Pettibono,  and  one  or  two 
of  the  blacks  by,  when  he  said  that  his  jKKiket  would  amply 
loward  me  for  what  I  did.** 

"  Was  the  promise  made  before  or  after  the  service  was  per- 
formed?" asked  the  attorney. 

"  It  might  have  been  both,"  returned  the  discreet  physician  ; 
"  though  Vm  certain  he  said  so  before  I  undertook  the  dressing." 

"  But  it  seems  that  he  said  his  pocKet  should  reward  you, 
Doctor,"  observed  Hiram.  "Now  I  don't  know  that  the  law 
will  hold  a  man  to  such  a  promise ;  he  might  give  you  his 
j)ocket  with  sixpence  in't,and  tell  you  to  take  your  pay  out  on't.'* 

'•*  That  would  not  be  a  reward  in  the  eye  of  the  law,"  inter- 
rupted the  attorney — "  not  what  is  called  a  *  quid  pro  quo ;'  nor 
is  the  pocket  to  be  considered  as  an  agent,  but  as  part  of  a 
Qian's  own  person,  that  is,  in  this  particular.     I  am  of  opinion 
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that  an  action  would  lie  on  that  promise,  and  I  will  undertake 
to  bear  him  out,  free  of  costs,  if  he  don't  recover." 

To  this  proposition  the  physician  made  no  reply ;  but  he  was 
observed  to  cast  his  eyes  around  him,  as  if  to  enumerate  the 
witnesses,  in  order  to  substantiate  this  promise  also,  at  a  future 
day,  should  it  prove  necessary.  A  subject  so  momentous  as 
that  of  suing  Judge  Temple  was  not  very  palatable  to  the 
present  company  in  so  public  a  place;  and  a  short  silence 
ensued,  that  was  only  interrupted  by  the  opening  of  the  door, 
and  the  entrance  of  Natty  himself. 

The  old  hunter  carried  in  his  hand  his  never  failing  compa- 
nion, the  rifle ;  and  although  all  of  the  company  were  uncovered 
exoeptiDg  the  lawyer,  who  wore  his  hat  on  one  side,  with  a  cer- 
tain dam'me  air.  Natty  moved  to  the  front  of  one  of  the  fires, 
without  in  the  least  altering  any  part  of  his  dress  or  appearance. 
Several  questions  were  addressed  to  him,  on  the  subject  of  the 
game  he  had  killed,  which  he  answered  readily,  and  with  some 
little  interest ;  and  the  landlord,  between  whom  and  Natty 
there  existed  much  cordiality,  on  account  of  their  both  having 
been  soldiers  in  youth,  offered  him  a  glass  of  a  liquid,  which, 
if  we  might  judge  from  its  reception,  was  no  unwelcome  guest. 
When  the  forester  had  got  his  potation  also,  he  quietly  took 
his  seat  on  the  end  of  one  of  the  logs  that  lay  nigh  the  fires, 
and  the  slight  interruption  produced  by  his  entrance  seemed  to 
be  forgotten. 

"  The  testimony  of  the  blacks  could  not  be  taken,  sir,"  conti- 
nued the  lawyer,  "  for  they  are  all  the  property  of  Mr.  Jones,  who 
owns  their  time.  But  there  is  a  way  by  which  Judge  Temple, 
or  any  other  man,  might  be  made  to  pay  for  shooting  another, 
and  for  the  cure  in  the  bargain. — There  is  a  way,  I  say,  and 
that  without  going  into  the  *  court  of  errors,  too." 

**  And  a  mighty  big  error  ye  would  make  of  it,  Mister  Todd," 
cried  the  landlady,  "  should  ye  be  putting  the  matter  into  the 
law  at  all,  with  Joodge  Temple,  who  has  a  purse  as  long  as 
one  of  them  pines  on  the  hill,  and  who  is  an  asy  man  to  dale 
widf  if  yees  but  mind  the  humor  of  him.     He's  a  good  man  ia 
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Joodgc  Temple,  and  a  kind  one,  and  one  who  will  be  no  the  likelier 
to  do  the  jn-atty  thing,  becasc  ye  would  wish  to  tarrify  him  wid 
the  law.  I  know  of  but  one  objaction  to  the  same,  which  is  an 
ovoT  carelessness  about  his  sowl.  It's  neither  a  Methodie,  nor 
a  Papish,  nor  Vnisbetyrian,  that  he  is,  but  just  nothing  at  all ; 
and  itV  hard  to  think  that  he,  ^  who  will  not  light  the  good  fight, 
under  the  banners  of  a  rig'lar  church,  in  this  world,  will  be 
mustered  among  the  chosen  in  heaven,*  as  my  hiisband,  the 
captain  there,  as  ye  call  him,  says — though  there  is  but  one 
captain  that  I  know,  who  dcsaarves  the  name.  I  hopes  Lather- 
stocklns:,  ye'Il  no  be  foolish,  and  putting  the  boy  up  to  try  the 
law  in  the  matter ;  for  'twill  be  an  evil  day  to  ye  both,  when 
ye  first  turn  the  skin  of  so  paceable  an  animal  as  a  sheep  into  a 
bone  of  contention.  The  lad  is  wilcome  to  his  drink  for  nothing, 
until  his  shoulther  will  bear  the  rifle  ag'in." 

"  Well,  that's  ginVous,"  was  heard  from  several  mouths  at 
once,  for  this  was  a  company  in  which  a  Hberal  offer  was  not 
thrown  away ;  while  the  hunter,  instead  of  expressing  any  of 
that  indignation  which  he  might  be  supposed  to  feel,  at  hearing 
tlie  hurt  of  his  young  companion  alluded  to,  opened  his  mouth, 
with  the  silent  laugh  for  which  he  was  so  remarkable ;  and  after 
he  had  indulged  his  humor,  made  this  reply : — 

•'  I  know'd  the  Judge  would  do  nothing  with  his  smooth-bore 
when  he  got  out  of  his  sleigh.  I  never  saw  but  one  smooth- 
bore that  would  carry  at  all,  and  that  was  a  French-ducking 
piece,  upon  the  big  lakes :  it  had  a  barrel  half  as  long  ag'in  as 
my  rifle,  and  would  throw  fine  shot  into  a  goose,  at  100  yards ; 
but  it  made  dreadful  work  with  the  game,  and  you  wanted  a 
boat  to  carry  it  about  in.  When  I  went  with  Sir  William  ag'in 
the  French,  at  Fort  Niagara,  all  the  rangers  used  the  rifle ;  and 
a  dreadful  weapon  it  is,  in  the  hands  of  one  who  knows  how  to 
charge  it,  and  keep  a  steady  aim.  The  Captain  knows,  for  he 
says  he  was  a  soldier  in  Shirley's ;  and  though  they  were  no- 
thing but  baggonet-men,  he  must  know  how  we  cut  up  the  French 
and  Iroquois  in  the  skrim  mages  in  that  war.  Chingachgook, 
which  means  *  Big  Sarpent '  in  English,  old  John  Mohegan,  who 
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lives  up  at  the  hut  with  roe,  was  a  great  warrior  then,  aud  was 
Dut  with  us ;  he  can  tell  all  about  it,  too ;  though  he  was 
overhand  for  the  tomahawk,  never  firing  more  than  once  or 
twice,  before  ho  was  running  in  for  the  scalps.  Ah!  times 
is  dreadfully  altered  since  then.  Why,  Doctor,  there  was 
nothing  but  a  footpath,  or  at  the  most  a  track  for  pack-horses, 
along  the  Mohawk,  from  the  Jarman  Flats  up  to  the  forts.  Now, 
th<?7  say,  they  talk  of  ruiming  one  of  them  wide  roads  with 
gates  on  it  along  the  river;  £rst  making  a  road,  and  then 
fencing  it  up  I  I  hunted  one  season  back  of  the  Kaatskills, 
nigh-hand  to  the  settlements,  and  the  dogs  often  lost  the  scent, 
when  they  came  to  them  highways,  there  was  so  much  travel  on 
them ;  \liough  I  can't  say  that  the  brutes  was  of  a  very  good 
breed.  Old  Hector  will  wind  a  deer  in  the  fall  of  the  year, 
across  the  broadest  place  in  the  Otsego,  and  that  is  a  mile  and 
a  half,  for  I  paced  it  myself  on  the  ice,  when  the  tract  was  first 
surveyed,  under  the  Indian  grant.'' 

"  It  sames  to  me.  Natty,  but  a  sorry  compliment,  to  call  }  our  . 
comrad  after  the  evil  one,''  said  the  landlady ;  "  and  it's  no  much 
like  a  snake  that  old  John  is  looking  now.  Nimrod  would  be  a 
more  besameing  name  for  the  lad,  and  a  more  Christian,  too, 
seeing  that  it  comes  from  the  Bible.  The  sargeant  read  me 
the  chapter  about  him,  the  night  before  my  christening,  and  a 
mighty  asement  it  wjis,  to  listen  to  anything  from  the  book." 

"  Old  John  and  Chingacligook  were  very  diftlrent  men  to 
look  on,"  returned  the  hunter,  shaking  his  head  at  his  melan- 
choly recollections. — "  In  the  '  fifty-<jighth  war '  ho  was  in  the 
middle  of  manhood,  and  taller  than  now  by  three  inches.  If 
you  had  seen  him,  as  I  did,  the  morning  we  beat  Dieskau,  from 
behind  our  log  walls,  you  would  have  called  him  as  comely  a 
red-skin  as  ye  ever  set  eyes  on.  He  was  naked  all  to  his  breech- 
cloth  and  leggins  ;  and  you  never  seed  a  creator  so  handsomely 
painted.  One  side  of  his  face  was  red,  and  the  other  blacl^. 
Uis  head  was  shaved  clean,  all  to  a  few  haire  on  the  crown, 
where  he  wore  a  tuft  of  eagle's  feathers,  as  bright  as  if  they  had 
oome  from  a  peacock's  tail.     Ho  had  colored  his  sides  so  that 
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they  looked  like  an  atomj,  ribs  and  all ;  for  Chingachgook  had 
a  great  taste  in  such  things  ;  so  that,  what  with  his  bold,  fiery 
countenance,  his  knife,  and  his  tomahawk,  I  have  never  seen  a 
fiercer  warrior  on  the  ground.  He  played  his  part,  too,  hke  a 
man  ;  for  I  saw  him  next  day,  with  thirteen  scalps  on  his  pole. 
And  I  will  say  this  for  the  *  Big  Snake,'  that  he  always  dealt 
fair,  and  never  scalped  any  that  he  didn't  kill  with  his  own 
hands." 

**  Well,  well,"  cried  the  landlady ;  "  fighting  is  fighting,  any- 
way, and  there  is  different  fashions  in  the  thing ;  though  I 
can't  say  that  I  relish  mangling  a  body  after  the  breath  is  out 
of  it ;  neither  do  I  think  it  can  be  uphild  by  doctrine.  I  hope, 
sargeant,  ye  niver  was  helping  in  sich  evil  worrek." 

"  It  was  my  duty  to  keep  my  ranks,  and  to  stand  or  fall  by 
the  baggonet  or  lead,"  returned  the  veteran.  "  I  was  then  in 
the  fort,  and  seldom  leaving  my  place,  saw  but  little  of  the 
savages,  who  kept  on  the  flanks  or  in  front,  skrimmaging.  I 
remember,  howsoraever,  to  have  heard  mention  made  of  the 
*  Great  Snake,'  as  he  was  called,  for  he  was  a  chief  of  renown ; 
but  little  did  I  ever  expect  to  see  him  enlisted  in  the  cause  of 
Christianity,  and  civilized  like  old  John." 

"  Oh !  he  was  Christianized  by  the  Moravians,  who  were 
always  over  intimate  with  the  Delawares,"  said  Leather- 
stocking.  "  It's  my  opinion  that,  had  they  been  left  to  them- 
selves, there  would  be  no  such  doings  now,  about  the  head 
waters  of  the  two  rivers,  and  that  these  hills  mought  have  been 
kept  as  good  hunting-ground  by  their  right  owner,  who  is  not 
too  old  to  carry  a  rifle,  and  whose  sight  is  as  true  as  a  fish-hawk 
hovering 

He  was  interrupted  by  more  stamping  at  the  door,  and 
presently  the  party  from  the  Mansion-house  entered,  followed 
by  Uie  Indian  himselC 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


'There's  qaart-pot.  pint-pot,  half-pint, 
GiU-pot,  haif  gill,  nipperldo, 

And  the  lirown  bowl  — 
Hefe*s  a  health  to  the  barley  mow, 

My  brave  boys, 
Here*!  a  health  to  the  barley  mow." 


Daiifnifa  Sour. 


Some  little  commotion  was  produced  by  the  appearance  of 
the  new  guests,  during  which  the  lawyer  slunk  from  the  room. 
Most  of  the  men  approached  Marmaduke,  and  shook  his  offered 
hand,  hoping  "  that  the  Judge  was  well ;"  while  Major  Hartmann, 
having  laid  aside  his  hat  and  wig,  and  substituted  for  the  latter 
a  warm,  peaked  woollen  night-cap,  took  his  seat  very  quietly  on 
one  end  of  the  settee,  which  was  relinquished  by  its  former 
occupants.  His  tobacco  box  was  next  produced,  and  a  clean 
pipe  was  handed  him  by  the  landlord.  When  he  had 
succeeded  in  raising  a  smoke,  the  Major  gave  a  long  whiff,  and 
turning  his  head  towards  the  bar,  he  said — 

"  Petty,  pring  in  ter  toddy." 

In  the  meantime  the  Judge  had  exchanged  his  salutations 
with  mast  of  tlie  company,  and  taken  a  place  by  the  side  of  the 
Major,  and  Richard  had  bustled  himself  into  the  most  com- 
fortable sent  in  the  room.  ISIr.  Le  Quoi  was  the  last  seated,  nor 
did  he  venture  to  place  his  chair  finally,  until  by  frequent 
removals,  he  had  ascert^ned  that  he  could  not  possibly  intercept 
a  ray  of  heat  from  any  individual  present.  Mohegau  found  a 
place  on  an  end  of  one  of  the  benches,  and  somewhat  approxi- 
mated to  the  bar.  When  these  movements  had  subsided,  the 
Judge  remarked  pleasantly — 

"  Well,  Betty,  I  find  you  retain  your  popularity  through  all 


ITS  TBK     PIONEERS. 

weathers,  agaiiist  all  rivals,  and  among  all  Migtoos.  Horn 
liked  j-ou  the  Benoon!" 

"  Is  it  the  snrmon  i"  exclaimed  the  landlady.  "  I  «in't  say  but 
it  was  rasonable ;  but  the  prayers  is  mighty  unasy.  It's  no 
nmall  a  matter  for  a  body  in  their  lifty-nint'  year,  to  be  moving 
BO  much  in  church.  Mr.  Grant  sames  a  godly  man,  any  way, 
and  his  garrel  is  a  hoonible  one,  and  a  devout — Here,  John,  ia 
a  mug  of  cider,  taced  with  whiskey.  An  Indian  will  drink  cider, 
tiiough  ho  nivcr  be  atliirst" 

"  I  must  say,"  obeerved  Hiram,  with  due  deliberation,  "  that 
it  was  a  tonguey  thing ;  and  I  rather  guess  that  it  gave  conw- 
derable  satiHfactioD.  There  was  one  jiart,  though,  which  might 
have  been  left,  out,  or  something  else  put  in  ;  but  then  I  s'poee 
that,  as  it  wan  a  written  discourse,  it  is  not  so  easily  altered  as 
where  a  minister  preaches  without  notes." 

"  Ay  !  there's  the  rub,  Joogo,"  cried  the  landlady.  "  IIow 
can  a  man  stjind  up  and  be  praching  his  word,  when  all  that 
ho  is  saying  is  written  down,  and  he  is  as  much  tied  toitasiver 
a  Ihaving  dragoon  was  to  Ibe  pickets?" 

"  Well,  well,''  cried  Marmaduke,  waving  his  hand  for  silence, 
"  there  is  enough  said  ;  as  Mr.  Grant  told  us,  there  aro  different 
sentiments  on  such  subjects,  and  in  my  opinion  ho  spoke  nioet 
.sensibly. — So,  Jotharn,  I  am  told  you  have  sold  your  better- 
menLt  to  a  new  settler,  and  have  moved  into  the  village,  and 
opened  a  school.     Was  it  cash  or  dicker!" 

Tlie  man  who  was  thus  addressed  occupied  a  seat  immediately 
behind  Marmaduke  ;  and  one  who  was  ignorant  of  the  cstent  of 
tlie  Judge's  obsert'atioD,  might  have  thought  he  would  bavb 
escaped  notice.  He  was  of  a  thin,  shapelcsa  figure,  with  a 
discontented  expression  of  countenance,  and  with  something 
t'xtremely  shiftless  in  his  whole  air.  Thus  spoken  to,  after  turn- 
mg  and  twisting  a  little,  by  way  of  preparation,  lie  made  a 
reply. 

"  Why,  part  cash,  aud  part  dicker.  I  sold  out  to  a  Pumfret- 
man  who  was  so'thin  forehanded.  He  was  to  give  me  ten 
dolbn  an  acre  for  the  clcarin,  and  one  dollar  an  actn  over  thf> 
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first  cost  on  the  woodland  ;  and  we  agreed  to  leave  tbe  buildins 
to  men.  So  I  tuck  Asa  Montagu,  and  be  luck  Absalom 
Bement,  and  they  two  tuck  old  Squire  Napthali  Green.  And 
so  they  had  a  meetin,  and  made  out  a  vardict  of  eighty  dollars  for 
the  buildins.  There  was  twelve  acres  of  clearin,  at  ten  dollars, 
and  eighty -eight  at  one,  and  the  whull  came  to  two  hundred  and 
eighty-six  dollars  and  a  half,  after  paying  the  men." 

"  Hum,"  said  Mju-maduke :  "  what  did  you  give  for  tho 
place  ?" 

"Why,  besides  what's  comin'  to  the  Judge,  I  gi'n  my 
brother  Tim  a  hundred  dollars  for  his  bargain ;  but  then  there's 
a  new  house  on't,  that  cost  me  sixty  more,  and  I  paid  Moses  a 
hundred  dollars,  for  choppin',  and  loggin',  and  sowin' ;  so  that 
the  whull  stood  me  in  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 
But  then  I  had  a  great  cnjp  oflf  on't,  and  as  I  got  twenty-six 
dollars  and  a  half  more  than  it  cost,  I  conclude  I  made  a  pretty 
good  trade  on't." 

"  Yes,  but  you  forgot  that  the  crop  was  yours  without  the 
trade,  and  you  have  turned  yourself  out  of  doors  for  twenty-six 
dollars." 

"  Oh  !  the  Judge  is  clean  out,"  said  the  man,  with  a  look  of 
sagacious  calculation  ;  '*  he  turned  out  a  span  of  horses,  that  is 
wuth  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  of  any  man's  money,  with  a 
bran  new  wagon ;  fifty  dollars  in  cash ;  and  a  good  note  for 
eighty  more  ;  and  a  sidesaddle  that  was  valued  at  seven  and  a 
half — so  there  was  jist  twelve  shillings  betwixt  us.  I  wanted 
him  to  turn  out  a  set  of  ha  ness,  and  take  the  cow  and  the  sap 
troughs.  He  wouldn't — but  I  saw  through  it ;  he  thought  I 
should  have  to  buy  the  tacklin'  afore  I  could  use  the  wagon  and 
horses ;  but  I  know'd  a  thing  or  two  myself;  I  should  like  to 
know  of  what  use  is  the  tacklin'  to  him  1  I  offered  him  to 
trade  back  ag'in,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-five.  But  my 
woman  said  she  wanted  a  churn,  so  I  tuck  a  churn  for  the 
change." 

**  And  what  do  you  mean  to  do  with  your  time  this  winter  ? 

you  must  remember  that  time  is  money." 

8* 
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"Why,  as  the  master  ii  gone  dono  country,  to  see  bts 
mother,  who,  they  Esy,  ia  going  to  make  a  die  on't,  I  agreed  to 
take  the  Bchool  in  hand  till  he  comes  back.  If  times  doosn't 
get  worse  in  the  apnng,  I've  some  notJon  of  going  into  trade,  or 
maybe  I  may  move  off  to  the  Genesee ;  they  say  they  are 
carryin'  on  a  great  stroke  of  businew  that^a-way.  If  the  wust 
comes  to  the  wust,  I  can  but  work  at  my  trade,  for  I  was 
brought  up  ID  a  shoe  mauufnct^." 

It  would  seem  that  Marmaduke  did  not  think  his  society  of 
sufficient  value  to  attempt  inducing  him  to  remain  where  he 
was ;  for  he  addressed  no  further  discourse  to  the  man,  but 
turned  his  attention  to  other  subjects.  After  a  short  pause, 
Hiram  ventured  a  question  : — 

"  What  news  does  the  Judge  bring  us  from  the  Legislature  ° 
it's  not  likely  that  Congress  has  done  much  this  session :  or 
maybe  the  FVench  haven't  fit  any  more  battles  lately  f 

"  The  French,  since  they  have  beheaded  their  king,  have 
done  nothing  but  fight,"  returned  the  Judge.  "  The  character 
of  the  nation  seems  changed.  I  knew  many  French  gentlemen, 
during  our  war,  and  tliey  all  appeared  tome  to  be  men  of  great 
humanity  and  goodness  of  heart;  but  these  Jacobins  are  aa 
bloodthirsty  as  bull-do.^." 

"  There  was  one  Rosliambow  wid  us,  down  at  Yorrektown," 
cried  the  landlady ;  "  a  mighty  pratty  man  he  was,  too ;  and 
tlieir  horse  was  the  very  same.  It  was  there  that  the  sai^;eant 
got  the  hurt  in  the  leg,  from  the  English  batteries,  bad  luck  to 

"  Ah  1  mon  pauvre  Roi !"  murmured  Monsieur  Le  Quoi. 

"The  Legislature  have  been  passing  laws,"  continued  Mar- 
maduke, "  that  the  country  much  required.  Among  others, 
there  is  an  act  prohibiting  the  drawing  of  seines,  at  any  other 
than  proper  seasons,  in  certain  of  our  streams  and  small  lakes  ; 
and  another,  to  prohibit  the  killing  of  deer  in  the  teeming 
months.  These  are  laws  that  were  loudly  called  for,  by 
judicious  men ;  nor  do  I  desp»r  of  getting  an  act  to  make  the 
luitawfiil  felling  of  timber  a  criminal  ofieoce." 
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The  huntei  listened  to  this  detail  with  breathless  attention, 
and  when  the  Judge  had  ended,  he  laughed  in  open  derision. 

"You  may  make  your  laws,  Judge,"  he  cried,  "but  who 
will  you  find  to  watch  the  mountains  through  the  long  summer 
days,  or  the  lakes  at  night  ?  Game  is  game,  and  he  who  finds 
may  kill ;  that  has  been  the  law  in  these  mountains  for  forty 
years,  to  my  sartain  knowledge ;  and  I  think  one  old  law  is 
worth  two  new  ones.  None  but  a  green-one  would  wish  to  kill 
a  doe  with  a  fa^n  by  its  side,  unless  his  moccasins  were  getting 
old,  or  his  leggins  ragged,  for  the  flesh  is  lean  and  coarse.  But 
a  rifle  rings  among  the  rocks  along  the  lake  shore,  sometimes, 
an  if  fifty  pieces  were  fired  at  once : — it  would  be  hard  to  tell 
where  the  man  stood  who  pulled  the  trigger." 

"Armed  with  the  dignity  of  the  law,  Mr.  Bumppo,"  returned 
the  Judge,  gravely,  "  a  vigilant  mr-gistrate  can  prevent  much  of 
the  evil  that  has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  which  is  already  render- 
ing the  game  scarce.  I  hope  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  a  man's 
rights  in  his  game  shall  be  as  much  respected  as  his  title  to  his 
farm." 

"  Your  titles  and  your  farms  are  all  new  together,"  cried 
Natty  ;  "  but  laws  should  be  equal,  and  not  more  for  one  than 
another.  I  shot  a  deer,  last  Wednesday  was  a  fortnight,  and  it 
floundered  through  the  snow  banks  till  it  got  over  a  brush  fence ; 
I  catch'd  the  lock  of  my  rifle  in  the  twigs  in  following,  and  was 
kept  back,  until  finally  the  creator  got  oflf.  Now  I  want  to  know 
who  is  to  pay  me  for  that  deer ;  and  a  fine  buck  it  was.  If 
there  hadn't  been  a  fence  I  should  have  gotten  another  shot 
into  it ;  and  I  never  draw'd  upon  anything  that  hadn't  wings 
three  rimes  running,  in  my  born  days. — No,  no.  Judge,  it's  the 
farmers  that  makes  the  game  scarce,  and  not  the  hunters." 

"  Ter  teer  is  not  so  plenty  as  in  ter  old  war,  Pump|K),"  said 
the  Major,  who  had  been  an  attentive  listener,  amidst  clouds  of 
smoke ;  "  put  ter  lant  is  not  mate  as  for  ter  teer  to  live  on,  put 
for  Christians." 

"  Why,  Major,  I  believe  you're  a  friend  to  justice  and  the 
right,  though  you  go  so  often  to  the  grand  house ;   bat  it's  a 
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hard  case  to  a  man  to  have  his  honest  calliDg  for  a  livelihood 
stopped  by  laws,  and  that  too  when,  if  right  was  done,  he 
mought  hunt  or  fish  on  any  day  in  the  week,  or  on  the  best 
flat  in  the  Patent,  if  he  was  so  minded." 

**  I  unstertant  you,  Lietter-stockint,"  returned  the  Major,  fixing 
his  black  eyes,  with  a  look  of  peculiar  meaning,  on  the  hunter ; 
*'  put  you  didn^t  use  to  be  so  prutent,  as  to  look  ahet  mit  so 
much  care." 

"  Maybe  there  wasn't  so  much  occasion,"  said  the  hunter,  a 
little  sulkily  ;  when  he  sank  into  a  silence  firom  which  he  was 
not  roused  for  some  time. 

"The  Judge  was  saying  so'thin  about  the  French,'*  Hiram 
ol)served,  when  the  pause  in  the  conversation  had  continued  a 
decent  time. 

"  Yes,  sir,"  returned  Marmaduke, "  the  Jacobins  of  France  seem 
rushing  from  one  act  of  licentiousness  to  another.  They  con- 
tinue those  murders  which  are  dignified  by  the  name  of 
executions.  You  have  heard  that  they  have  added  the  death 
of  their  Queen  to  the  long  list  of  their  crimes." 

"  Les  Monstres !"  again  murmured  Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  turning 
himself  suddenly  in  his  chair,  with  a  cpnvulsive  start. 

"  The  province  of  La  V^endee  is  laid  waste  by  the  troops  of 
the  republic,  and  hundreds  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  royalists 
in  their  sentiments,  are  shot  at  a  time.  La  Vendue  is  a  district 
in  the  south-west  of  France  that  continues  yet  much  attached  to 
the  family  of  the  Bourbons;  doubtless  Monsieur  Le  Quoi  is 
acquainted  with  it,  and  can  describe  it  more  faithfully." 

"Non,  non,  non,  mon  cher  ami,"  returned  the  Frenchman,  in 
a  suppressed  voice,  but  speaking  rapidly,  and  gesticulating  with 
his  right  hand,  as  if  for  mercy,  while  with  his  lefl  he  concealed 
his  eyes. 

"There  have  been  many  battles  fought  lately,"  continued 
Marmaduke,  "  and  the  infuriated  republicans  are  too  often  victo- 
rious. I  cannot  say,  however,  that  I  am  sorry  they  have 
captured  Toulon  from  the  English,  for  it  is  a  place  to  which  they 
have  a  jusl  right" 
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"  Ah — haT  exclaimed  Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  springing  on  his 
feet,  and  flourishing  both  arras  with  great  animation ;  ^  oes 
Anglais  T 

The  Frenchman  continued  to  move  about  the  room  with 
great  alacrity  for  a  few  minutes,  repeating  his  exclamations  to 
himself;  when,  overcome  by  the  contradictory  nature  of  his 
emotions,  he  suddenly  burst  out  of  the  house,  and  was  seen 
wading  through  the  snow  towards  his  little  shop,  waving  his 
arms  on  high,  as  if  to  pluck  down  honor  from  the  moon.  His 
departure  excited  but  little  surprise,  for  the  villagers  were  used 
to  his  manner  ;  but  Major  Ilartmann  laughed  outright,  for  the 
first  time  during  his  visit,  as  he  lifted  the  mug,  and  observed — 

'*  Ter  Frenchman  is  mat — put  he  is  goot  as  for  notting  to 
trink ;  he  is  trunk  mit  joy." 

**  The  French  are  good  soldiers,"  said  Captain  Ilollister ; 
**  they  stood  us  in  hand  a  good  turn,  down  at  Yorktown  ;  nor 
do  I  think,  although  I  ^m  an  ignorant  man  about  the  great 
movements  of  the  army,  that  his  Excellency  would  have  been 
able  to  march  against  Cornwallis,  without  their  reinforcements." 

"  Ye  spake  the  trut',  sargeant,"  interrupted  his  wife,  "  and  I 
would  iver  have  ye  be  doing  the  same.  It's  varry  pratty  men 
is  the  French ;  and  jist  when  I  stopt  the  cart,  the  time  when  ye 
was  pushing  on  in  front  it  was,  to  kape  the  rig'lers  in,  a  rigi- 
ment  of  the  jontlemen  marched  by,  and  so  I  dealt  them  out  to 
their  liking.  Was  it  pay  I  got  ?  sure  did  I,  and  in  good  solid 
crowns :  the  divil  a  bit  of  continental  could  they  muster  among 
them  all,  for  love  nor  money.  Och !  the  Lord  forgive  me  for 
Rwearing  and  spakeing  of  such  vanities :  but  this  I  will  say  for 
the  French,  that  they  paid  in  good  silver ;  and  one  glass  would 
go  a  great  way  wid  'em,  for  they  gin'rally  handed  it  back  wid  a 
drop  in  the  cup ;  and  that's  a  brisk  trade,  Joodge,  where  the 
pay  is  good,  and  the  men  not  over  particular." 

"  A  thriving  trade,  Mrs.  Hollister,"  said  Marmaduke.  "  But 
what  has  become  of  Richard  ?  he  jumped  up  as  soon  as  seated, 
and  has  been  absent  so  long  that  I  am  fearful  he  has  frozen." 

"  No  fear  of  that,  cousin  'duke,"  cried  the  gentleman  himself; 
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**  business  will  sometimes  keep  a  man  warm  the  coldest  night 
that  ever  snapt  in  the  mountains.  Betty,  your  husband  told 
me,  as  we  came  out  of  church,  that  your  hogs  were  getting 
mangy,  so  I  have  been  out  to  take  a  look  at  them,  and  found  it 
true.  I  stepped  across,  Doctor,  and  got  your  boy  to  weigh  me 
out  a  pound  of  salts,  and  have  been  mixing  it  with  their  swill, 
ni  bet  a  saddle  of  venison  against  a  grey  squirrel,  that  they  are 
better  in  a  week.  And  now,  Mrs.  Hollister,  Fm  ready  for  a 
hissing  mug  of  flip.'* 

"  Sure  I  know'd  yee'd  be  wanting  that  same,"  said  the  land- 
lady ;  "  it's  mixt  and  ready  to  the  boiling.  Sargeant,  dear,  be 
handing  up  the  iron,  will  ye  ? — no,  the  one  in  the  iar  fire,  it's 
black,  ye  will  see.  Ah  !  you've  the  thing  now ;  look  if  it's  not 
as  red  as  a  cherry." 

The  beverage^was  heated,  and  Richard  took  that  kind  of 
draught  which  men  are  apt  to  indulge  in,  who  think  that  they 
have  just  executed  a  clever  thing,  especially  when  they  like  the 
liquor. 

"  Oh !  you  have  a  hand,  Betty,  that  was  formed  to  mix  flip," 
cried  Richard,  when  he  paused  for  breath.  "  The  very  iron  has 
a  flavor  in  it  Here,  John,  drink,  man,  drink.  I  and  you  and 
Dr.  Todd,  have  done  a  good  thing  with  the  shoulder  of  that  lad 
this  very  night  'Duke,  I  made  a  song  while  you  were  gone — 
one  day  when  I  had  nothing  to  do ;  so  I'll  sing  you  a  verse  or 
two,  though  I  haven't  really  determined  on  the  tune  yet : — 

What  is  life  bat  a  scene  of  care. 

Where  each  one  must  toil  in  his  way? 
Then  let  us  be  Jolly,  and  prove  that  we  are 
A  set  of  good  fellows,  who  seem  very  rare, 
And  can  laugh  and  sing  all  the  day. 
Then  let  us  be  Jolly, 
And  cost  away  fully. 
For  grief  turns  a  black  head  to  grey. 

ITiere,  'duke,  what  do  you  think  of  that?  There  is  another 
verse  of  it,  all  but  the  last  line.  I  haven't  got  a  rhyme  for  the 
last  Hne  yet  Well,  old  John,  what  do  you  think  of  the  music  ? 
ns  good  as  one  of  3"our  war  songs,  ha  ?" 
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**  Good !"  said  Mohegan,  who  had  been  sharing  deeply  in  tho 
potations  of  the  landlady,  besides  paying  a  proper  respect  to  the 
passing  mugs  of  tlie  Major  and  Martuaduke. 

"  Pravo !  pravo  !  Richart,"  cried  the  Major,  whoso  black  eyes 
were  beginning  to  swim  in  moisture ;  *'  pravissimo  !  it  is  a  goot 
Bong ;  put  Natty  Pumppo  hast  a  petter.  Letter-stockint,  vilt 
WDg  ?  say,  olt  poy,  vilt  sing  ter  song,  as  apout  ter  woots  ?" 

"No,  no.  Major,"  returned  the  hunter,  with  a  melancholy 
shake  of  the  head,  "  I  have  lived  to  see  what  I  thought  eyes 
could  never  behold  in  these  hills,  and  I  have  no  heart  left  for 
singing.  If  he,  that  has  a  right  to  be  master  and  ruler  here,  is 
forced  to  squinch  his  thirst,  when  a-dry,  with  snow-water,  it  ill 
becomes  them  that  have  lived  by  his  bounty  to  be  making 
merry,  as  if  there  was  nothing  in  the  world  but  sunshine  and 
summer." 

When  he  had  spoken.  Leather-stocking  again  dropped  his 
head  on  his  knees,  and  concealed  his  hard  and  wrinkled  features 
with  his  hands.  The  change  from  the  excessive  cold  without, 
to  the  heat  of  the  bar-room,  coupled  with  the  depth  and  fre- 
quency of  Richard's  draughts,  had  already  levelled  whatever 
inequahty  there  might  have  existed  between  him  and  the  other 
guests,  on  the  score  of  spirits ;  and  he  now  held  out  a  pair  of 
swimming  mugs  of  foaming  flip  towards  the  hunter,  as  he  cried — 

**  Merry !  ay !  merry  Christmas  to  you,  old  boy  !  Sunshine 
and  summer !  no !  you  are  blind,  Leather-stocking,  'tis  moon- 
shine and  winter ; — take  these  spectacles,  and  open  your  eyes — 

So  let  OS  be  jolly, 
And  caat  away  folly, 
For  grief  tnnu  a  black  head  to  groy. 

"  Hear  how  old  John  turns  his  quavers.  What  damned  dull 
music  an  Indian  song  is,  after  all,  Major  I  I  wonder  if  they  ever 
sing  by  note." 

While  Richard  was  singing  and  talking,  Mohegan  was  uttering 
dull,  monotonous  tones,  keeping  time  by  a  gentle  motion  of  his 
head  and  body.     He  made  use  of  but  few  words,  and  such  au 


lie  did  utter  were  in  hit  Dative  lan^age,  and  consequentlj  onlj 
unJereiood  by  liimseif  miJ  Natty.  Wiilioiit  heeding  Richard, 
111.'  coiilinued  to  sing  a  kind  of  wild,  nielaDcholv  air,  lliiit  rose, 
.It  tiin<¥,  in  i^uddeii  and  cjuite  elevated  notes,  and  [hen  fi.-ll  again 
iciLo  the  luvr.  (joavenng-  suunda  thai  secTned  to  compose  the 
c!inritcU.-r  uf  Lis  music. 

The  atleiil.ion  of  the  compnnj  was  now  niutrh  divided,  the 
mi.n  in  the  ruar  i>n^'ing  funned  themselves  into  little  groups, 
H  Ikto  lliey  were  discussing  various  matters ;  among  the  prind- 
I)al  of  wliich  wtre,  the  trcalment  of  inan^y  l">g8,  "oJ  Parson 
Grant's  preaching  ;  wliile  Dr,  Todd  was  endeavoring  to  explain 
to  Murntadulie  the  nature  of  tliu  hurt  received  by  the  young 
hunter.  Muliegan  continued  (o  sing,  while  his  conn l«nanoe  wiu 
b«\JTniiig  vaiMut,  though,  coupled  with  his  thidi  liushy  hair,  it 
was  nssuniini^  a.a  cxpnasiou  very  mui^h  like  brutal  furocity. 
His  notes  were  gradually  growing  louder,  and  soon  rose  to  a 
)nHy;lil  that  caused  a  g<;ni'ral  cessation  in  the  discourse.     Tlia 
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of  A  young  chief,  who  should  speak  aloud,  where  his  voice  is 
now  too  low  to  bo  heard  ?" 

The  appeal  of  the  hunter  seemed  in  some  measure  to  recall 
the  confused  faculties  of  the  Indian,  who  turned  his  face  towards 
the  listeners  and  gazed  intently  on  the  Judge.  He  shook  his 
head,  throwing  his  hair  back  from  his  countenance,  and  exposed 
eyes  that  were  glaring  with  an  expression  of  wild  resentment. 
])ut  the  man  was  not  himself.  His  hand  seemed  to  make  a 
fruitless  effort  to  release  his  tomahawk,  which  was  confined  by 
its  handle  to  his  belt,  while  his  eyes  gradually  became  vacanL 
Richard  at  that  instant  thrusting  a  mug  before  him,  his  features 
changed  to  the  grin  of  idiocy,  and  seizing  the  vessel  with  both 
hands,  he  sank  backward  on  the  bench  and  drank  until  satiated, 
when  he  made  an  effort  to  lay  aside  tlie  mug  with  the  helpless- 
ness of  total  inebriety. 

"  Shed  not  blood !"  exclaimed  the  hunter,  as  he  watched  the 
countenance  of  the  Indian  in  its  moment  of  ferocity  ;  "  but  he 
is  drunk,  and  can  do  no  harm.  This  is  the  way  with  all  the 
savages ;  give  them  liquor,  and  they  make  dogs  of  themselves. 
Well,  well — the  time  will  come  when  right  will  be  done ;  and 
we  must  have  patience." 

Natty  still  spoke  in  the  Delaware  language,  and  of  course  was 
not  understood.  He  had  hardly  concluded,  before  Richard 
cried — 

"Well,  old  John  is  soon  sowed  up.  Give  him  a  berth, 
Captain,  in  the  bam,  and  I  will  pay  for  it.  I  am  rich  to-night, 
ten  times  richer  than  'duke,  with  all  his  lands,  and  military  lots, 
and  funded  debts,  and  bonds,  and  mortgages. 

Come  let  os  be  JoUy, 
And  cast  away  folly, 
For  grief 

Drink,  King  Hiram — drink,  Mr.  Doo-nothing — drink,  sir,  I  say. 
Tliis  is  a  Christmas  eve,  which  corner,  you  know,  but  once  a 
year." 

*'  He !  he !  he  I  the  squire  is  quite  moosica)  to-night,*'  said 
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Hiram,  whose  visage  began  to  give  marvellous  signs  of 
relaxation.  ^  I  rather  guess  we  shall  make  a  church  on't  yet. 
Squire  T 

"  A  church,  Mr.  Doolittle  !  we  will  make  a  cathedral  of  it  I 
bishops,  priests,  deacons,  wardens,  vestry,  and  choir:  organ, 
organist,  and  bellows  !  By  the  Lord  Harry,  as  Benjamin  says, 
we  will  clap  a  steeple  on  the  other  end  of  it,  and  make  two 
churches  of  it  What  say  you,  'duke,  will  you  pay  !  ha !  my 
cousin  Judge,  wiPt  pay  !" 

"Tliou  makest  such  a  noise,  Dickon,"  returned  Marmaduke, 
"  it  is  impossible  that  I  can  hear  what  Dr.  Todd  is  saying, — ^I 
think  thou  observed'st,  it  is  probable  the  wound  will  fester,  so  as 
to  occasion  danger  to  the  limb  in  this  cold  weather  ?" 

"  Out  of  nater,  sir,  quite  out  of  nater,"  said  Elnathan,  attempt- 
ing to  expectorate,  but  succeeding  only  in  throwing  a  light, 
frothy  substance,  like  a  flake  of  snow,  into  the  fire — "  quite  out 
of  nater,  that  a  wound  so  well  dressed,  and  with  the  ball  in  my 
pocket,  should  fester.  I  s^pose,  as  the  Judge  talks  of  taking  the 
young  man  into  his  house,  it  will  be  most  convenient  if  I  make 
but  one  charge  on't." 

"  I  should  think  one  would  do,"  returned  Marmaduke,  with 
that  arch  smile  that  so  often  beamed  on  his  face ;  leaving  the 
beholder  in  doubt  whether  he  most  enjoyed  the  character  of  his 
companion,  or  his  own  covert  humor.  The  landlord  had 
succeeded  in  placing  the  Indian  on  some  straw  in  one  of  his  out- 
buildings, where,  covered  with  his  own  blanket,  John  continued 
for  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

In  the  meantime.  Major  Hartmann  began  to  grow  noisy  and 
jocular ;  glass  succeeded  glass,  and  mug  after  mug  was 
introduced,  until  the  carousal  had  run  deep  into  the  night,  or 
rather  morning;  when  the  veteran  German  expressed  an 
inclination  to  return  to  the  Mansion-house.  Most  of  the  party 
had  already  retired,  but  Marmaduke  knew  the  habits  of  his 
friend  too  well  to  suggest  an  earlier  adjournment.  So  soon, 
however,  as  the  proposal  was  made,  the  Judge  eagerly  availed 
himself  of  it,  and  the  trio  prepared  to  depart     Mrs.  Hollistei 
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attended  them  to  the  door  la  person,  cautjoning  ber  guwta  aa 
to  the  safest  manaer  of  leaving  her  premises. 

"Lane  on  Mister  Jones,  Major,"  said  she,  "  he's  young,  and 
will  be  a  support  to  ye.  Well,  it's  a  charming  sight  to  see  ye, 
nny  way,  at  the  Bould  Dragoon  ;  and  sure  It's  no  barm  to  be 
kaping  a  Chriatmas-eve  wid  a  li^t  heart,  for  it's  no  teMing 
when  we  may  have  sorrow  come  upon  us.  So  good  night, 
Joodge,  and  a  merry  Christmas  to  ye  all,  to  morrow  morning." 

The  gentlemen  made  tbeir  adieus  as  well  ns  tliey  could,  and 
taltiog  the  middle  of  the  road,  which  was  a  fine,  wide,  and  well- 
beaten  path,  they  did  tolerably  well  until  they  reached  the  gate 
of  the  Mansion'house :  but  on  entering  the  Judge's  domains, 
they  encoant«red  some  slight  difficultJes.  We  shall  not  stop  to 
relate  them,  but  will  just  mention  that,  in  tlie  morning,  sundry 
diverging  paths  were  to  be  seen  in  the  snow ;  and  that  once 
during  their  progress  to  the  door,  MHrmaduke,  missing  his 
companions,  was  enabled  to  trace  Ihem,  by  one  of  these  paths, 
to  a  spot  where  he  discovered  them  with  nothing  visible  but 
their  heads :  Richard  singing  in  a  moat  vivacious  strain, 

"C..ir<.,„ti,»b.J"lly. 
Andeutowarmilr, 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


"  As  she  lay,  on  that  day,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  O !" 


Previously  to  the  occurrence  of  the  scene  at  the '*  Bold 
Dragoon,"  Elizabeth  had  been  safely  reconducted  to  the  Mansion- 
house,  where  she  was  left  as  its  mistress,  either  to  amuse  or 
employ  herself  during  the  evening,  as  best  suited  her  own 
inclinations.  Most  of  the  lights  were  extinguished;  but  as 
Benjamin  adjusted,  with  great  care  and  regularity,  four  large 
candies,  in  as  many  massive  candlesticks  of  brass,  in  a  row  on 
the  sideboard,  the  hall  possessed  a  peculiar  air  of  comfort  and 
warmth,  contrasted  with  the  cheerless  aspect  of  the  room  she 
had  left  in  the  academy. 

Remarkable  had  been  one  of  the  listeners  to  Mr.  Grant,  and 
returned  with  her  resentment,  which  had  been  not  a  little 
excited  by  the  language  of  the  Judge,  somewhat  softened  by 
reflection  and  the  worship.  She  recollected  the  youth  of 
Elizabeth,  and  thouijht  it  no  ditticult  task,  under  present 
appearances,  to  exercise  that  power  indirectly,  which  hitherto 
^he  had  enjoyed  undisputed.  The  idea  of  being  governed,  or 
of  being  compelled  to  pay  the  deference  of  servitude,  was  abso- 
lutely intolerable ;  and  she  had  already  determined  within . 
herself,  some  half  dozen  times,  to  make  an  effort,  that  should  at 
once  bring  to  an  issue  the  delicate  point  of  her  domestic 
condition.  But  as  often  as  she  met  the  dark,  proud  eye  of 
Elizabeth,  who  was  walking  up  and  down  the  apartment,  musing 
on  the  scenes  of  her  youth,  and  the  change  in  her  condition, 
and  perhaps  the  events  of  the  day,  the  housekeeper  experienced 
an  awe  that  she  would  not  own  to  herself  could  be  excited  bv 

m 

anything  mortal.     It,  however,  checked  her  advances,  and  foi 
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some  time  held  her  tongue-tied.  At  length  she  determined  to 
commence  the  discourse^  by  entering  on  a  subject  that  was  apt 
to  level  all  human  distinctions,  and  in  which  she  might  display 
her  own  abilities. 

"  It  was  quite  a  wordy  sarmon  that  Parson  Grant  gave  ua 
to-night,"  said  Remarkable.  **  The  Church  ministers  be  com- 
monly  smart  sarmonizers ;  but  they  write  down  their  idees, 
which  is  a  great  privilege.  I  don't  think  that  by  nater,  they  are 
as  tonguey  speakers,  for  an  off-hand  discourse,  as  the  standing- 
order  ministers." 

**  And  what  denomination  do  you  distinguish  as  the  standing- 
order  ?"  inquired  Miss  Temple,  with  some  surprise. 

**  Why,  the  Presbyter'ans  and  Congregationals,  and  Baptists, 
too,  for-ti-'now ;  and  all  sitch  as  don't  go  on  their  knees  to 
prayer." 

"  By  that  rule,  then,  you  would  call  those  who  belong  to  the 
pei'suasion  of  my  father,  the  sitting  order,"  observed  Elizabeth. 

"  I'm  sure  I've  never  heard  'em  spoken  of  by  any  other  name 
than  Quakers,  so  called,"  returned  Remarkable,  betraying  a 
slight  uneasiness :  **  I  should  be  the  last  to  call  them  otherwise^ 
for  I  never  in  my  life  used  a  disparaging  tarm  of  the  Judge,  or 
any  of  his  family.  I've  always  set  store  by  the  Quakers,  they 
are  so  pretty-spoken,  clever  people ;  and  it's  a  wonderment  to 
me,  how  your  father  come  to  marry  into  a  church  family  ;  for 
they  are  as  contrary  in  religion  as  can  be.  One  sits  still,  and 
for  the  most  part,  says  nothing,  while  the  church  folks  practyse 
all  kinds  of  ways,  so  that  I  sometimes  think  it  quite  moosical  to 
see  them ;  for  I  went  to  a  church-meeting  once  before,  down 
country." 

"You  have  found  an  excellence  in  the  church  liturgy  that 
has  hitherto  escaped  me.  I  will  thank  you  to  inquire  whether 
the  fire  in  my  room  burns:  I  feel  fatigued  with  my  journey,  and 
will  retire." 

Remarkable  felt  a  wonderful  inclination  to  tell  the  young 
Yoistress  of  the  mansion,  that  by  opening  a  door  she  might  sec 
for  herself;   but  prudence  got  the  better  of  resentment,  and 
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after  pausing  some  litlle  time,  as  a  salvo  to  her  digDity,  she  did 
as  desired.  The  report  was  favorable,  and  the  young  lady, 
wishing  Benjamin,  who  was  filling  the  stove  with  wood,  and  the 
housekeeper,  each  a  good  night,  withdrew. 

The  instant  the  door  closed  on  Miss  Temple,  Remarkable 
commenced  a  sort  of  mysterious,  ambiguous  discourse,  that  was 
neither  abusive  nor  commendatory  of  tlie  qualities  of  the  absent 
personage ;  but  which  seemed  to  be  drawing  nigh,  by  regular 
de£:rees,  to  a  most  dissatisfied  description.  The  major-domo 
made  no  reply,  but  continued  his  occupation  with  great  industry, 
which  being  happily  completed,  he  took  a  look  at  the  thermome- 
t<3r,  and  then,  opening  a  drawer  of  the  sideboard,  he  produced 
a  supply  of  stimulants  that  would  have  served  to  keep  the 
warmth  in  his  svstcm,  without  the  aid  of  the  enormous  fire  he 
had  been  building.  A  small  stand  was  drawn  up  near  the 
stove,  and  the  bottles  and  the  glasses  necessary  for  convenience, 
were  quietly  arranged.  Two  chairs  were  placed  by  the  side  of 
this  comfortable  situation,  when  Benjamin,  for  the  first  time, 
appeared  to  observe  his  companion. 

"  Come,"  he  cried,  '*  como.  Mistress  Remarkable,  bring  your- 
self to  an  anchor  in  this  chair.  It's  a  peeler  without,  I  can  tell 
you,  good  woman ;  but  what  cares  I  ?  blow  high  or  blow  low, 
d^ye  see,  it's  all  the  same  thing  to  Ben.  The  niggers  are  snug 
stowed  below^  before  a  fire  that  would  roast  an  ox  whole.  The 
thermometer  stands  now  at  fifty-five,  but  if  there's  any  vartue  in 
good  maple  wood,  TU  weather  upon  it,  before  one  glass,  as  much 
as  ten  points  more,  so  that  the  Squire,  wlu^n  he  comes  home 
from  Betty  Hollister's  warm  room,  will  feel  as  hot  as  a  hand 
that  has  given  the  rigging  a  lick  with  bad  tar.  Come,  mistress, 
bring  up  in  this  here  chair,  and  tell  me  how  you  like  our  new 
heiress." 

"  Wliy,  to  my  notion,  Mr.  Penguillum 

'*  Pump,  Pump,"  interrupted  Benjamin  ;  "  it's  Chnstmas-evo, 
Mistress  Remarkable,  and  so,  d'ye  see,  you  had  better  call  mo 
Pump.  It's  a  shorter  name,  and  as  I  mean  to  pump  this  here 
pecanter  till  it  sucks,  why  you  may  as  well  call  me  Pump.** 
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*'  Did  you  ever !"  cried  Remarkable,  with  a  laugh  that  seemed 
to  unhinge  every  joint  in  her  body.  *^  You're  a  moosica] 
Greater,  Benjamin,  when  the  notion  takes  you.  But  as  I  was 
saying,  1  rather  guess  that  times  will  be  altered  now  in  this 
house." 

^  Altered  T  exclaimed  the  major-domo,  eyeing  the  bottle  that 
was  assuming  the  clear  aspect  of  cut  glass  with  astonishing 
rapidity ;  **  it  donH  matter  much,  Mistress  Remarkable,  so  long 
as  I  keep  the  keys  of  the  lockers  in  my  pocket." 

^  1  can't  say,"  continued  the  housekeeper,  "  but  there's  good 
eatables  and  drinkables  enough  in  the  house  for  a  body's  content — 
a  little  more  sugar,  Benjamin,  in  the  glass — for  Squire  Jones  is  an 
excellent  provider.  But  new  lords,  new  laws ;  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  you  and  I  had  an  unsartain  time  on't  in  footer." 

**Life  is  as  unsartain  as  the  wind  that  blows,"  said  Benjamin, 
with  a  moralizing  air ; — "  and  nothing  is  more  vari'ble  than  the 
wind,  Mistress  Remarkable,  unless  you  happen  to  fall  in  with 
the  trades,  d'ye  see,  and  then  you  may  run  for  the  matter  of  a 
month  at  a  time,  witfii  studding-sails  on  both  sides,  alow  and 
aloft,  and  with  the  cabin-boy  at  the  wheel." 

^  I  know  that  life  is  disp'ut  unsartain,"  said  Remarkable,  com- 
pressing her  features  to  the  humor  of  her  companion  ;  "  but  I 
ex]>ect  there  will  be  great  changes  made  ra  the  house  to  rights ; 
and  that  you  will  6nd  a  young  man  put  over  your  head,  as  there 
is  one  that  wants  to  be  over  mine ;  and  afler  having  been 
settled  as  long  as  you  have,  Benjamin,  I  should  judge  that  to  be 
hard." 

'*  Promotion  should  go  according  to  length  of  sarvice,"  said 
the  major-domo ;  "  and  if-so-be  that  they  ship  a  hand  for  my 
berth,  or  place  a  new  steward  aft,  1  shall  throw  up  my  commis- 
sion in  less  time  than  you  can  put  a  pilot-boat  in  stays.  Thof 
Squire  Dickens  ' — this  was  a  common  misnomer  with  Benja- 
min— **  is  a  nice  gentleman,  and  as  good  a  man  to  sail  with  as 
heart  could  wi»h,  yet  I  shall  tell  the  Squire,  d'ye  see,  in  plain 
English,  and  that's  my  native  tongue,  that  if-so-be  he  is  thinking 
of  putting  any  Johnny  Raw  over  my  head,  why  I  shall  resign. 
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I  began  forrard,  Mistress  Prettybones,  and  worked  my  way  ail, 
like  a  man.  I  was  six  months  aboard  a  Garnsey  lugger,  hauling 
in  the  slack  of  the  lee-sheet,  and  coiling  up  rigging.  From  that 
I  went  a  few  trips  in  a  fore-and-after,  in  the  same  trade,  which 
after  all,  was  but  a  blind  kind  of  sailing  in  the  dark,  where  a 
man  larns  but  little,  excepting  how  to  steer  by  the  stars.  Well, 
then,  d'ye  see,  I  larnt  how  a  topmast  should  be  slushed,  and 
liow  a  top-gallant-sail  was  to  be  becketted ;  and  then  I  did  small 
jobs  m  the  cabin,  such  as  mixing  the  skipper's  grog.  Twas 
there  I  got  my  taste,  which,  you  must  have  often  seen,  is 
excellent     Well,  here's  better  acquaintance  to  us.*' 

Remarkable  nodded  a  return  to  the  compliment,  and  took  a 
sip  of  the  beverage  before  her;  for,  provided  it  was  well 
sweetened,  she  had  no  objection  to  a  small  potation  now  and 
then.  After  this  observance  of  courtesy  between  the  worthy 
couple,  the  dialogue  proceeded. 

"  You  have  had  great  experiences  in  life,  Benjamin ;  for,  t\s 
the  Scripter  says,  *  They  that  go  down  to  tlie  sea  in  ships  see 
the  works  of  the  Lord.' " 

"  Ay  !  for  that  matter,  they  in  brigs  and  schooners  too ;  and 
it  mought  say,  the  works  of  the  devil.  The  sea.  Mistress  Re- 
markable, is  a  great  advantage  to  a  man,  in  the  way  of 
knowledge,  for  ho  sees  the  fashions  of  nations,  and  the  shape  of 
a  country.  Now,  I  suppose,  for  myself  here,  who  is  but  an 
uniarned  man  to  some  that  follows  the  seas,  I  suppose  that, 
tiking  the  coast  from  Cape  Ler  Hogue,  as  low  down  as  Cape 
Finish-there,  there  isn't  so  much  as  a  headland,  or  an  island, 
that  I  don't  know  either  the  name  of  it,  or  something  more  or 
less  about  it  Take  enough,  woman,  to  color  the  water.  Here's 
sugar.  It's  a  sweet  tooth,  that  fellow  that  you  hold  on  ui)on 
yet.  Mistress  Prettybones.  But,  as  I  was  saying,  take  the  whole 
coast  along  I  know  it  as  well  as  the  way  from  here  to  the  Bold 
Dragoon ;  and  a  devil  of  an  acquaintance  is  that  Bay  of  Biscay, 
Whew !  I  wish  you  could  but  hear  the  wind  blow  there.  It 
sometimes  takes  two  t*  hold  one  man's  hair  on  his  head. 
Scudding  through  the  Bay  is  pretty  much  the  same  thing  as 
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travelling  the  roads  in  this  country,  up  one  side  of  a  mountain, 
and  down  the  other." 

^  Do  tell !"  exclaimed  Kemarkable ;  ^'  and  does  the  sea  run 
as  high  as  mountains,  Benjamin  V 

"  Well,  I  will  tell ;  but  first  let 's  taste  the  grog.  Hem  !  it 's 
the  right  kind  of  stu£^  I  must  say,  that  you  keep  in  this  country, 
but  then  you  're  so  close  aboard  the  West  Indies,  you  make  but 
a  small  run  of  it  By  the  lord  Harry,  woman,  if  Garnsey  only 
lay  somewhere  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  the  Bite  of  Logann, 
but  you'd  see  rum  cheap !  As  to  the  seas,  they  runs  more  in 
uppers  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  unless  it  may  be  in  a  sow-wester, 
when  they  tumble  about  quite  handsomely ;  thof  it 's  not  in  the 
narrow  sea  that  you  are  to  look  for  a  swell ;  just  go  off  the 
Western  Islands,  in  a  westerly  blow,  keeping  tlie  land  on  your 
larboard  hand,  with  the  ship's  head  to  the  south'ard,  and  bring 
to,  under  a  close-reefd  topsail ;  or,  mayhap,  a  reef d  foresail, 
with  a  fore-topmast-staysail,  and  mizen-staysail,  to  keep  her  up 
to  the  sea,  if  she  will  bear  it ;  and  lay  there  for  the  matter  of 
two  watches,  if  you  want  to  see  mountains.  Why,  good 
woman,  I  Ve  been  off  there  in  the  Boadishey  frigate,  when  you 
could  see  nothing  but  some  such  matter  as  a  piece  of  sky, 
mayhap,  as  big  as  the  mainsail ;  and  then  again,  there  was  a 
hole  under  your  lee-quarter  big  enough  to  liold  the  whole 
British  navy." 

^  Oh  I  for  massy's  sake !  and  wan't  you  afeard,  Benjamin  ? 
and  how  did  you  get  off  1" 

^  Afeard  I  who  the  devil  do  you  think  was  to  be  frightened 

at  a  little  salt  water  tumbling  about  his  head  ?    As  for  getting 

off,  when  we  had  enough  of  it,  and  had  washed  our  decks  down 

pretty  well,  we  called  all  hands,  for,  d'ye  see,  the  watch  below 

was  in  their  hammocks,  all  the  same  as  if  they  were  in  one  of 

your  best  bed-rooms ;  and  so  we  watched  for  a  smooth  time ; 

clapt  her  helm  hard  a  weather,  let  fall  the  foresail,  and  got  the 

tack  aboard  ;  and  so,  when  we  got  her  afore  it,  I  ask  you. 

Mistress  Prettybones,  if  she  did  n't  walk  ?  did  n't  she  ?    I  'm  no 

liar,  good  woman,  when  I  say  that  I  saw  that  ship  jump  from 

0 
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the  top  of  one  sea  to  another,  just  like  one  of  these  squirrels, 
that  can  fly,  jumps  from  tree  to  tree." 

*'  What,  clean  out  of  the  water ! "  exclaimed  Remarkable,  lift- 
ing her  two  lank  arms,  with  their  bony  hands  spread  in  asto- 
nishment 

"  It  was  no  such  easy  matter  to  get  out  of  the  water,  good 
woman  ;  for  the  spray  flew  so  that  you  couldn't  tell  which  was 
sea  and  which  was  cloud.  So  there  we  kept  her  afore  it  for 
the  matter  of  two  glasses.  The  first  heutenant  he  cun'd  the 
ship  himself,  and  there  was  four  quarter-masters  at  the  wheel, 
besides  the  master  with  six  forecastle  men  in  the  gun-room,  at 
the  relieving  tackles.  But  then  she  behaved  herself  so  well  I 
Oh  !  she  was  a  sweet  ship,  mistress !  That  one  frigate  was  well 
worth  more,  to  live  in,  than  the  best  house  in  the  island.  If  I 
was  king  of  England,  Pd  have  her  hauled  up  above  London 
bridge,  and  fit  hor  up  for  a  palace ;  because  why  ?  if  anybody 
can  afford  to  live  comfortably,  his  majesty  cati." 

"  Well !  but,  Benjamin,"  cried  the  listener,  who  was  in  an 
ecstasy  of  astonishment,  at  this  relation  of  the  steward's 
dangers,  "  what  did  you  do  ?" 

"  Do !  why  we  did  our  duty  like  hearty  fellows.  Now  if 
the  countrymen  of  Mounsheer  Ler  Quaw  had  been  aboard  of 
her,  they  would  have  just  struck  her  ashore  on  some  of  them 
small  islands ;  but  we  run  along  the  land,  until  we  found  her 
dead  to  leeward  off  the  mountains  of  Pico,  and  dam'me  if  I 
know  to  this  day  how  we  got  there  ;  whether  we  jumped  over 
the  island,  or  hauled  round  it ; — ^but  there  we  was,  and  there 
we  lay,  under  easy  sail,  fore-reaching  first  upon  one  tack  and 
then  upon  t'other,  so  as  to  poke  her  nose  out  now  and  then,  and 
take  a  look  to  wind'ard,  till  the  gale  blow'd  its  pipe  out." 

"  I  wonder  now  ! "  exclaimed  Remarkable,  to  whom  most  of 
the  terms  used  by  Benjamin  were  perfectly  unintelligible,  but 
who  had  got  a  confused  idea  i»f  a  raging  tempest  "It  must 
be  an  awful  life,  that  going  to  sea !  and  I  don't  feel  astonish- 
ment that  you  are  so  affronted  with  the  thoughts  of  being 
forced  to  quit  a  comfortable  home  like  this.    Not  that  a  body 
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oares  iDuch  for't,  as  there's  more  houses  than  one  to  live  in. 
Why,  when  the  Judge  agreed  with  me  to  come  and  hve  with 
him,  rd  no  more  notion  of  stopping  any  time  than  anything 
I  happened  in,  just  to  see  how  the  family  did,  about  a  week 
afler  Miss  Temple  died,  thinking  to  be  back  home  agin  night ; 
but  the  family  was  in  sitch  a  distressed  way,  that  I  couldn't  but 
stop  awhile,  and  help  'em  on.  I  thought  the  situation  a  good 
one,  seeing  that  I  was  an  unmarried  body,  and  they  were  so 
much  in  want  of  help ;  so  I  tarried." 

^  And  a  long  time  have  you  left  your  anchors  down  in  the 
same  place,  mistress.  I  think  you  must  find  that  the  ship  rides 
easy." 

"  How  you  talk,  Benjamin !  there's  no  believing  a  word  you 
say.  I  must  say  that  the  Judge  and  Squire  Jones  have  both 
acted  quite  clever,  so  long ;  but  I  see  that  now  we  shall  have  a 
specimen  to  the  contrary.  I  heer'n  say  that  the  Judge  was 
gone  a  great  'broad,  and  that  he  meant  to  bring  his  darter 
hum,  but  I  didn't  calculate  on  sitch  carrins  on.  To  my  notion, 
Benjamin,  she's  likely  to  turn  out  a  desput  ugly  gal." 

**  Ugly ! "  echoed  the  major-domo,  opening  eyes,  that  were 
beginning  to  close  in  a  very  suspicious  sleepiness,  in  wide  amaze- 
ment ^  By  the  lord  Harry,  woman,  I  should  as  soon  think  of 
caUing  the  Boadishey  a  clumsy  frigate.  What  the  devil  would 
you  have  ?  arn't  her  eyes  as  bright  as  the  morning  and  eve- 
mng  stars  ?  and  isn't  her  hair  as  black  and  glistening  as  rigging 
that  has  just  had  a  lick  of  tar  ?  doesn't  she  move  as  stately  as 
a  first  rate  in  smooth  water,  on  a  bow-line  ?  Why,  woman, 
the  figure-head  of  the  Boadishey  was  a  fool  to  her,  and  that,  as 
I've  often  heard  the  captain  say,  was  an  image  of  a  great 
queen ;  and  arn't  queens  always  comely,  woman  ?  for  who 
do  you  think  would  be  a  king,  and  not  choose  a  handsome 
bedfellow  ? " 

"  Talk  decent,  Benjamin,"  said  the  housekeeper,  "  or  I  won't 
keep  your  company.  I  don't  gainsay  her  being  comely  to  look 
on,  but  I  will  maintain  that  she's  Ukely  to  show  poor  conduct 
8he  seems  to  think  herself  too  good  to  talk  to  a  body.    From 
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what  Squire  Jones  had  teird  mc,  I  some  expected  to  be  quito 
captivated  by  her  company.  Now,  to  my  reckoning,  Lowizy 
Grant  is  much  more  pritty  behaved  than  Betsey  Temple.  She 
wouIdn^t  so  much  as  hold  discourse  with  me,  when  I  wanted 
to  ask  her  how  she  felt,  on  coming  home  and  missing  her 
mammy." 

"  Perhaps  she  didn't  undcM-stind  you,  woman ;  you  are  none 
of  the  best  linguistcr ;  and  then  Miss  Lizzy  has  been  exercising 
the  King's  English  under  a  great  Lon'on  lady,  and,  for  that 
matter,  can  talk  the  language  almost  as  well  as  myself,  or  any 
native  bom  British  subject  You've  forgot  your  schooling,  and 
the  young  mistress  is  a  great  scollard." 

"  Mistress  ! "  cried  Remarkable,  *'  don't  make  one  out  to  be  a 
nigger,  Benjamin.  She's  no  mistress  of  mine,  and  never  will 
be.  And  as  to  speech,  I  hold  myself  as  second  to  nobody  out 
of  New  England.  I  was  born  and  raised  in  Essex  county;  and 
Fve  always  heer'n  say  that  the  Bay  State  was  provarbal  for 
pronounsation  ! " 

"  I've  often  heard  of  that  Bay  of  State,"  said  Benjamin, 
"  but  can't  say  that  I've  ever  been  in  it,  nor  do  I  know  exactly 
whereaway  it  is  that  it  lays;  but  I  suppose  there  is  good 
anchorage  in  it,  and  that  it's  no  bad  place  for  the  taking  of 
ling;  but  for  size,  it  can't  be  so  much  as  a  yawl  to  a  sloop  of 
war,  compared  with  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  or,  mayhap,  Torbay. 
And  as  for  language,  if  you  want  to  hear  the  dictionary 
overhauled,  like  a  long-line  in  a  blow,  you  must  go  to  Wapping, 
and  listen  to  the  Lon'oners,  as  they  deal  out  their  lingo. 
Howsomever,  I  see  no  such  mighty  matter  that  Miss  Lizzy  has 
been  doing  to  you,  good  woman,  so  take  another  drop  of  your 
brew,  and  forgive  and  forget,  like  an  honest  pouI." 

'*  No,  indeed !  and  I  shan't  do  sitch  a  thing,  Benjamin. 
This  treatment  is  a  newity  to  me,  and  what  I  won't  put  up 
with.  I  have  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  at  use,  besides  a  bed 
and  twenty  sheep,  to  good ;  and  I  don't  crave  to  live  in  a 
house  where  a  body  mustn't  call  a  young  woman  by  her  given 
name  to  her  face.     I  mil  call  her  Betsey  as  much  as  I  please  : 
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it*s  a  free  country,  and  no  one  can  stop  me.  I  did  intend  to 
stop  while  summer,  but  I  shall  quit  to-morrow  morning ;  and 
I  will  talk  just  as  I  please.^ 

^^For  that  matter,  Mistress  Remarkable,'*  said  Benjamin, 
*'  Uiere's  none  here  who  will  contradict  you ;  for  Fm  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  as  easy  to  stop  a  huiricane  with  a  Barcelony 
handkerchy,  as  to  bring  up  your  tongue  when  the  stopper  is  oflU 
I  say,  good  woman,  do  they  grow  many  monkeys  along  the 
shores  of  that  Bay  of  State  ? " 

"You're  a  monkey  yourself^  Mr.  Penguillum,"  cried  the 
enraged  housekeeper,  "  or  a  bear  I  a  black,  beastly  bear !  and 
an't  fit  for  a  decent  woman  to  stay  with.  I'll  never  keep  your 
company  agin,  sir,  if  I  should  live  thirty  years  with  the  Judge. 
Sitch  talk  is  more  befitting  the  kitchen  than  the  keeping-room 
of  a  house  of  one  who  is  well  to  do  in  the  world." 

"Look  you.  Mistress  Pitty — ^Patty — Prettybones,  mayhap 
Fm  some  such  matter  as  a  bear,  as  they  will  find  who  come  to 
grapple  with  rao  ;  but  dam'me  if  Fm  a  monkey — ^a  thing  that 
chatters  without  knowing  a  word  of  what  it  says — a  parrot ; 
that  will  hold  a  dialogue,  for  what  an  honest  man  knows,  in  a 
dozen  languages  ;  mayhap  in  the  Bay  of  State  lingo ;  mayhap 
in  Greek  or  High  Dutch.  But  dost  it  know  what  it  means 
itself!  canst  answer  me  that,  good  woman  ?  Your  midshipman 
can  sing  out,  and  pass  the  word,  when  the  capUiin  gives  the 
order,  but  just  set  him  adrift  by  himself,  and  let  him  work  the 
ship  of  his  own  head,  and  stop  my  grog,  if  you  don't  find  all 
the  Johnny  Raws  laughing  at  him." 

"  Stop  your  grog,  indeed ! "  said  Remarkable,  rising  with 
great  indignation,  and  seizing  a  candle ;  "  you're  groggy  now, 
Benjamin,  and  Fll  quit  the  room  before  I  hear  any  misbecom- 
ing words  from  you." 

The  housekeeper  retired,  with  a  manner  but  little  less  digni 
fied,  as  she  thought,  than  the  air  of  the  heiress,  muttering, 
ns  she  drew  the  door  after  her,  with  a  noise  like  the  report 
of  a  musket,  the  opprobrious  terms  of  "  drunkard,"  "  sot,"  and 
"  beast." 
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"  Who's  Uirtt  you  say  is  drunk  )  "  cried  Benjatnin,  fiercely, 
rising  Hiiil  umkiug  u  movement  to«3rda  Remarkable.     "  Yon 

fjilb  of  mustering  yourself  with  n  luijy  !  you're  just  fit  to 
grumble  uiiil  find  fiiult.  Where  tlio  devil  should  jou  larn 
b<:tmviour  and  dictionary  t  in  your  dnmoed  Bay  of  Stat«,  ha !  ** 

Benjamin  liere  fell  back  in  bis  chair,  nnd  soon  gave  veni  to 
certain  ominous  sounds,  which  rcsenibled  not  a  little  the  growl- 
ing of  his  favorite  animal,  tlio  bear  itself.  Before,  however,  ha 
was  quite  locked — to  use  the  language  that  would  suit  the 
Della-cruscan  humor  of  certain  refined  minds  of  the  present 
day — "  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus,"  he  spoke  aloud,  obsen-ing 
duo  pauses  between  his  epithets,  the  impressive  terms  of 
"  monkey,"  "  parrot,"  "  pic-nic,"  "  tjir-pot,"  and  "  linpiisters." 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  explain  his  meaning,  nor  connect  hit 
sentences  ;  and  our  readers  must  be  satislied  with  our  informing 
them  that  ihey  were  expressed  with  all  that  coolness  of  cou' 
tempt  that  a  man  might  well  be  supposed  to  feel  fur  a  monkey 

Nearly  two  hours  passed  in  tliis  sleep  before  Ibe  major-domo 
was  awakened  by  the  noisy  entrance  of  Richard,  Major  Hartmann 
nnd  the  master  of  tlie  mansion.  Benjamin  so  far  rallied  his  coH' 
fused  faculties,  as  to  shape  the  couRe  of  the  two  former  to  theii 
respective  apartments,  when  he  disappeared  himself,  leaving  thi 
task  of  securing  the  house  to  him  who  was  most  interesled  ii 
its  safety.  Locks  and  bars  were  but  little  attended  to  in  thi 
early  day  of  that  settlement ;  imd  so  soon  as  Marmaduke  ha< 
given  an  eye  to  the  enormous  fires  of  his  dwelling,  he  retimd 
With  this  act  of  prudence  ctosea  the  first  night  of  our  tolo. 


THB     PIONEBRS.  195 


CHAPTER   XVI. 

'*  Watek.  (aside)    Some  treason,  maiten  — 

Yet  stjind  close. 

Much  Ado  about  Norniio. 

It  was  fortunate  for  more  than  one  of  the  bacchanalians  who 
left  the  "  Bold  Dragoon  "  late  in  the  evening,  that  the  severe 
cold  of  the  season  was  becoming  rapidly  less  dangerous,  &s  they 
threaded  the  different  mazes  through  the  snow-banks  that  led 
to  their  respective  dwellings.  Thin,  driving  clouds  began, 
towards  morning,  to  flit  across  the  heavens,  and  the  moon  set 
behind  a  volume  of  vapor  that  was  impelled  furiously  towards 
tlie  north,  carrying  with  it  the  softer  atmosphere  from  the  distant 
ocean.  The  rising  sun  was  obscured  by  denser  and  increasing 
columns  of  clouds,  while  the  southerly  wind  that  rushed  up  the 
valley,  brought  the  never-failing  symptoms  of  a  thaw. 

It  was  quite  late  in  the  morning  before  Elizabeth,  observing 
the  faint  glow  which  appeared  on  the  eastern  mountain,  long 
after  the  light  of  the  sun  had  struck  the  opposite  hills,  ventured 
from  the  house,  with  a  view  to  gratify  her  curiosity  with  a  glance 
by  daylight,  at  the  surrounding  objects,  before  the  tardy  revellers 
of  the  Christmas-eve  should  make  their  appearance  at  the 
breakfast-table.  While  she  was  drawing  the  folds  of  her  pelisse 
more  closely  around  her  form,  to  guard  against  a  cold  that 
was  yet  great,  though  rapidly  yielding,  in  the  small  inclosnre 
that  opened  in  the  rear  of  tlie  house  on  a  little  thicket  of  low 
pines,  that  were  springing  up  where  trees  of  a  mightier  growth 
had  lately  stood,  she  was  surprised  at  the  voice  of  Mr.  Jones. 

"  Merry  Christmas,  merry  Christmas  to  you,  cousin  Bess,"  he 
shouted.  "  Ah,  ha !  an  early  riser,  I  see  ;  but  I  knew  I  should 
steal  a  march  on  you.     I  never  was  in  a  house  yet,  where  I 
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didn't  get  the  first  Christmas  greeting  on  every  soul  in  it,  man, 
woman,  and  child  ;  great  and  small ;  black,  white,  and  yellow. 
But  stop  a  minute,  till  I  can  just  slip  on  my  coat ;  you  are  about 
to  look  at  the  improvements,  I  sec,  whicli  no  one  can  explain 
so  well  as  I,  who  planned  them  all.  It  will  be  an  hour  before 
Muke  and  the  Major  can  sleep  off  Mrs.  Hoi  lister's  confounded 
distillations,  and  so  FU  come  down  and  go  with  you." 

Ehzabeth  turned,  and  observed  her  cousin  in  his  night-cap, 
with  his  head  out  of  his  bed-room  window,  where  his  zeal  for 
pre-eminence,  in  defiance  of  the  weather,  had  impelled  him  to 
thrust  it  She  laughed,  and  promising  to  wait  for  his  company, 
re-entered  the  house,  making  her  appearance  £^ain,  holding  in 
her  hand  a  packet  that  was  secured  by  several  large  and 
important  seals,  just  in  time  to  meet  the  gentleman. 

"Come,  Bessy,  come,"  he  cried,  drawing  one  of  her  arms 
through  his  own  ;  "  tlie  snow  begins  to  give,  but  it  will  bear  us 
yet  Don't  you  snuff  old  Pennsylvania  in  the  very  air  ?  This 
is  a  vile  climate,  girl ;  now  at  sunset,  last  evening,  it  was  cold 
enough  to  freeze  a  man's  zeal,  and  that,  I  can  tell  you,  takes  a 
thermometer  neur  zero  for  me ;  then  about  nine  or  ten  it  began 
to  moderate ;  at  twelve  it  was  quite  mild,  and  here  all  the  rest 
of  the  night  I  have  been  so  hot,  as  not  to  bear  a  blanket  on  the 
bed. — Holla !  Aggy, — merry  Christmas,  Aggy — I  say,  do  you 
hear  me,  you  black  dog !  there's  a  dollar  for  you ;  and  if  the 
gentlemen  get  up  before  I  come  back,  do  you  come  out  and  let 
me  know.  I  wouldn't  have  'duke  get  the  start  of  me  for  the 
worth  of  your  head." 

The  black  caught  the  money  from  the  snow,  and  promising 
a  due  degree  of  watchfulness,  he  gave  the  dollar  a  whirl  of 
twenty  feet  in  the  air,  and  catching  it  as  it  fell,  in  the  palm  of 
his  hand,  he  withdrew  to  the  kitchen,  to  exhibit  his  present^ 
with  a  heart  as  light  as  his  fiice  was  happy  in  its  expression. 

"  Oh,  rest  easy,  my  dear  coz,"  said  the  young  lady ;  "  I  took 
a  look  in  at  my  father,  who  is  likely  to  sleep  an  hour ;  and,  by 
asing  due  vigilance,  you  will  secure  all  the  honors  of  the  season.** 

"  Why,  'duke  is  your  father,  Elizabeth ;  but  'duke  is  a  man 
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who  likes  to  be  foremost,  even  in  trifles.  Now,  as  for  myself,  I 
care  for  no  such  things,  except  in  the  way  of  competition  ;  for  a 
thing  which  is  of  no  moment  in  itself,  may  be  made  of  importance 
in  the  way  of  competition.  So  it  is  with  your  father — he  loves 
to  be  first ;  but  I  only  struggle  with  him  as  a  competitor." 

**  It's  all  very  clear,  sir,"  said  Elizabeth  ;  **  you  would  not  caro 
u  ^^  for  distinction  if  there  were  no  one  in  the  world  but  your 
self;  but  as  there  happen  to  be  a  great  many  others,  why  you 
must  struggle  with  them  all — in  the  way  of  competition." 

^Exactly  so;  I  see  you  are  a  clever  girl,  Bess,  and  one  who 
does  credit  to  her  masters.  It  was  my  plan  to  send  you  to  that 
school ;  for  when  your  father  first  mentioned  the  thing,  I  wrote 
a  private  letter  for  advice  to  a  judicious  friend  in  the  city,  who 
recommended  the  very  school  you  went  to.  'Duke  was  a  little 
obstinate  at  first,  as  usual,  but  when  he  heard  the  truth,  he  was 
obliged  to  send  you." 

**  Well,  a  truce  to  'duke's  foibles,  sir ;  he  is  my  father ;  and 
if  you  knew  what  he  has  been  doing  for  you  while  we  were 
in  Albany,  you  would  deal  more  tenderly  with  his  character." 

"  For  me  I"  cried  Richard,  pausing  a  moment  in  his  walk  to 
reflect  "  Oh  !  he  got  the  plans  of  the  new  Dutch  meeting- 
house for  me,  I  suppose ;  but  I  care  very  little  about  it,  for  a 
man  of  a  certain  kind  of  talent  is  seldom  aided  by  any  foreign 
suggestions :  his  own  brain  is  the  best  architect." 

**  No  such  thing,"  said  Elizabeth,  looking  prov(5kingly  know- 
ing. 

^  No  I  let  me  see — perhaps  he  had  my  name  put  in  the  bill 
for  the  new  turnpike,  as  a  director." 

*^  He  might  possibly  ;  but  it  is  not  to  such  an  appointment 
that  I  allude." 

^  Such  an  appointment !"  repeated  Mr.  Jones,  who  b^an  to 
fidget  with  curiosity  ;  ^'  then  it  is  an  appointment  If  it  is  in 
the  militia,  I  wont  take  it" 

**  No,  no,  it  is  not  in  the  militia,"  cried  Elizabeth,  showing 

the  packet  in  her  hand,  and  then  drawing  it  back  with  a 

coquettiBb  air ;  **  it  is  an  office  of  both  honor  and  emolument." 

9* 
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"Honor  and  emolument!"  echoed  Richard,  in  painful  8i»- 
pense ;  ^  show  mc  the  paper,  girl.  Say,  Ls  it  an  office  where 
there  is  anything  to  do  P 

"  You  have  hit  it,  cousin  Dickon  ;  it  is  the  executive  office 
of  tlie  county  ;  at  least  so  said  my  father,  when  he  gave  me 
this  packet  to  offer  you  as  a  Christmas-box. — *•  Surely  if  any- 
thuag  will  please  Dickon,*  he  said,  *  it  will  be  to  fill  the  execu- 
tive chair  of  the  county.' " 

**  Executive  chair !  what  nonsense  I"  cried  the  impatient 
gentleman,  snatching  the  packet  from  her  hand ;  "  there  is  no 
such  office  in  the  county.  Eh  !  what !  it  is,  I  declare,  a  com- 
mission, appointing  Richard  Jones,  Esquire,  sheriff  of  the  county. 
Well,  this  is  kind  in  Muke,  positively.  I  must  say  'duke  has  a 
warm   heart,  and  never  forgets  his  friends.     Sheriff!     High 

Sheriff  of !     It  sounds  wx*!!,  Bess,  but  it  shall  execute 

better.  'Duke  is  a  judicious  man  after  all,  and  knows  human 
nature  thoroughly.  Tm  much  obliged  to  him,"  continued 
Richard,  using  the  skirt  of  his  coat  unconsciously,  to  wipe  his 
eyes ;  "  though  I  would  do  as  much  for  him  any  day,  as  he 
shall  see,  if  I  have  an  opportunity  to  perform  any  of  the  duties 
of  my  office  on  him.  It  shall  be  done,  cousin  Bess — it  shall  be 
done,  I  say. — How  this  cursed  south  wind  makes  one's  eyes 
water !" 

"  Now,  Richard,"  said  the  laughing  maiden,  "  now  I  think 
you  will  find  something  to  do.  I  have  often  heard  you  com- 
plain of  old,  that  there  was  nothing  to  do  in  this  new  country, 
while  to  my  eyes  it  seemed  as  if  everything  remained  to  be 
done." 

"  Do !"  echoed  Richard,  who  blew  his  nose,  raised  his  little 
form  to  its  greatest  elevation,  and  looked  serious.  "  Everything 
depends  on  system,  girl.  I  shall  sit  down  this  afternoon,  and 
systematize  the  county.  I  must  have  deputies,  you  know,  I 
will  divide  the  county  into  districts,  over  which  I  will  place  my 
deputies ;  and  I  will  have  one  for  the  village,  which  I  will  call 
my  home  department  Let  me  see— oh !  Benjamin !  yes, 
Benjamin  will  make  a  good  deputy ;  he  has  been  naturalized 
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aod  would  answer  admirably,  if  be  could  only  ride  on  borse- 
back." 

**  Yes,  Mr.  Sberifl^"  said  bis  companion ;  "  and  as  be  under- 
stands ropes  so  well,  be  would  be  very  expert,  sbould  occasion 
bappen  for  bis  services,  in  anotber  way." 

**  No,"  interrupted  tbe  otber,  "  I  flatter  myself  tbat  no  man 
could  bang  a  man  better  tban — tbat  is — ba — ob  !  yes,  Benjamin 
would  do  extremely  well,  in  sucb  an  unfortunate  dilemma,  if 
be  could  be  persuaded  to  attempt  it  But  I  sbould  despair  of 
tbe  tiling.  I  never  could  induce  bim  to  bang,  or  teacb  bim  to 
ride  on  borseback.     I  must  seek  anotber  deputy." 

"  Well,  sir,  as  you  bave  abundant  leisure  for  all  tbese  import- 
ant affairs,  I  beg  tbat  you  will  forget  tbat  you  are  Higb  Sberifl^ 
and  devote  some  little  of  your  time  to  gallantry.  Wbere  are 
tbe  beauties  and  improvements  wbicb  you  were  to  sbow  me  ?" 

"Wbere?  wby  everywbere.  Here  I  bave  laid  out  some 
new  streets ;  and  wben  tbey  are  opened,  and  tbe  trees  felled, 
and  tbey  are  all  built  up,  will  tbey  not  make  a  fine  town? 
Well,  'duke  is  a  liberal  bearted  fellow,  witb  all  bis  stubborn- 
ness.— Yes,  yes,  I  must  bave  at  least  four  deputies,  besides  a 
jailor." 

"  I  see  no  streets  in  tbe  direction  of  our  walk,"  said  Elizabeth, 
"  unless  you  call  tbe  sbort  avenues  tbrougb  tbese  pine  busbes 
by  Uiat  name.  Surely  you  do  not  contemplate  building  bouses, 
very  soon,  in  tbat  forest  before  us,  and  in  tbose  swamps." 

"  We  must  run  our  streets  by  tbe  compass,  coz,  and  disregard 
trees,  bills,  ponds,  stumps,  or,  in  fact,  anything  but  posterity. 
Sucb  is  tbe  will  of  your  father,  and  your  father,  you  know ^ 

**  Had  you  made  Sheriff  Mr.  Jones,"  interrupted  tbe  lady, 
witb  a  tone  that  said  very  plainly  to  tbe  gentleman,  tbat  be 
was  touching  a  forbidden  subject 

"  I  know  it,  I  know  it,"  cried  Richard ;  "  and  if  it  were  in  my 
power,  rd  make  Muke  a  king.  He  is  a  noble  bearted  fellow, 
and  Iff  ould  make  an  excellent  king ;  tbat  is,  if  be  bad  a  good 
prime  minister. — But  wbo  bave  we  here  ?  voices  in  the  busbes  ;-• 
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a  combination  about  miscliief,  1*11  wager  my  commission.    Let 
us  draw  near,  and  examine  a  little  into  the  matter." 

During  this  dialogue,  as  the  parties  had  kept  in  motion, 
Richard  and  his  cousin  advanced  some  distance  from  the  house, 
into  the  open  space  in  the  rear  of  the  village,  where,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  conversation,  streets  were  planned,  and  future 
dwellings  contemplated  ;  but  where,  in  truth,  the  only  mark  of 
improvement  that  was  to  be  seen,  was  a  neglected  clearing 
along  the  skirt  of  a  dark  forest  of  mighty  pines,  over  which  the 
bushes  or  sprouts  of  the  same  tree  had  sprung  up,  to  a  height 
that  interspersed  the  fields  of  snow  with  little  thickets  of  ever- 
green. The  rushing  of  the  wind,  as  it  whistled  through  the 
tops  of  these  mimic  trees,  prevented  the  footsteps  of  the  pair 
from  being  heard,  while  the  branches  concealed  their  persons. 
Thus  aided,  the  listeners  drew  nigh  to  a  spot  where  the  young 
hunter,  Leather-stocking,  and  the  Indian  chief,  were  collected 
in  an  earnest  consultation.  The  former  was  urgent  in  his  man- 
ner, and  seemed  to  think  the  subject  of  deep  importance,  while 
Nfatty  appeared  to  listen  with  more  than  his  usual  attention,  to 
what  the  other  was  saying.  Mohegan  stood  a  little  on  one 
side,  with  his  head  sunken  on  his  chest,  his  hair  falling  forward, 
so  as  to  conceal  most  of  his  features,  and  his  whole  attitude 
expressive  of  deep  dejection,  if  not  of  shame. 

**  Ijet  us  withdraw,"  whispered  Elizabeth ;  "  we  are  intruders, 
and  can  have  no  right  to  listen  to  the  secrets  of  these  men." 

"  No  right !"  returned  Richard,  a  little  impatiently,  in  the 
same  tone,  and  drawing  her  arm  so  forcibly  through  his  own  as 
to  prevent  her  retreat ;  "  you  forget,  cousin,  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  county,  and  see  the  laws  executed. 
These  wanderers  frequently  commit  depredations ;  though  I  do 
not  think  John  would  do  anything  secretly.  Poor  fellow  !  he 
was  quite  boozy  last  night,  and  hardly  seems  to  be  over  it  yet 
Let  us  draw  nigher,  and  hear  what  they  say." 

Notwithstanding  the  lady*s  reluctance,  Richard,  stimulated 
doubtless  by  his  nice  sense  of  duty,  prevailed  ;  and  they  were 
bOon  80  near  as  distinctly  to  hear  sounds. 
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•*  The  bird  must  be  had,"  said  Natty,  "  by  fair  means  or  foul. 
Heigho !  Fve  known  the  time,  lad,  when  the  wild  turkeys 
wasn't  over  s(uirce  in  the  country  ;  though  you  must  go  into  the 
Virginy  gaps,  if  you  want  them  now.  To  be  sure,  there  is  a 
different  taste  to  a  partridge,  and  a  well-fatted  turkey ;  though, 
to  ray  eating,  beaver's  tail  and  bear's  hams  makes  the  best  of 
food.  But  then  every  one  has  his  own  appetite.  I  gave  the 
last  farthing,  all  to  that  shilling,  to  the  French  trader,  this  very 
morning,  as  I  came  through  the  town,  for  powder ;  so,  as  you 
have  nothing,  we  can  have  but  one  shot  for  it.  I  know  that 
Billy  Eirby  is  out,  and  means  to  have  a  pull  of  the  trigger  at 
that  very  turkey.  John  has  a  true  eye  for  a  single  fire,  and 
somehow,  my  hand  shakes  so  whenever  I  have  to  do  anything 
extrawnary,  that  I  often  lose  my  aim.  Now,  when  I  killed  the 
she-bear  this  fall,  with  her  cubs,  though  they  were  so  mighty 
ravenous,  I  knocked  them  over  one  at  a  shot,  and  loaded  while 
I  dodged  the  trees  in  the  bargain ;  but  this  i^  a  very  different 
thing,  Mr.  Oliver." 

**  This,"  cried  the  young  man  with  an  accent  that  sounded  as 
if  he  took  a  bitter  pleasure  in  his  poverty,  while  he  held  a 
shilling  up  before  his  eyes — ^^this  is  all  the  treasure  that  I 
possess — this  and  my  rifle  !  Now,  indeed,  I  have  become  a  man 
of  the  woods,  and  must  place  my  sole  dependence  on  the  chase. 
Come,  Natty,  let  us  stake  the  last  penny  for  the  bird ;  with 
your  aim,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  successful." 

^*  I  would  rather  it  should  be  John,  lad ;  my  heart  jumps 
into  my  mouth,  because  you  set  your  mind  so  much  on't ;  and 
Vm  sartain  that  I  shall  miss  the  bird.  Them  Indians  can  shoot 
one  t^me  as  well  as  another ;  nothing  ever  troubles  them.  I 
say,  John,  here's  a  shilling ;  take  my  rifle,  and  get  a  shot  at 
the  big  turkey  they've  put  up  at  the  stump.  Mr.  Oliver  is  over 
anxious  for  the  creater,  and  Fm  sure  to  do  nothing  when  I  have 
over  anxiety  about  it." 

The  Indian  turned  his  head  gloomily,  and,  after  looking 
keenly  for  a  moment,  in  profound  silence,  at  his  companions,  he 
replied — 
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"  When  John  was  young,  eyesight  was  not  straighter  than 
his  bullet.  The  Mingo  squaws  cried  out  at  the  sound  of  his 
rifle.  The  Mingo  warriors  were  made  squaws.  When  did  he 
ever  shoot  twice !  The  eagle  went  above  the  clouds,  when  he 
passed  the  wigwam  of  Chingachgook ;  his  feathers  were  plenty 
with  the  women.  But  see,"  he  said,  raising  his  voice  from  the 
low,  mournful  tones  in  which  he  had  spoken,  to  a  pitch  of  keen 
excitement,  and  stretching  forth  both  hands — "  they  shake  like 
a  deer  at  the  wolfs  howl.  Is  John  old  ?  When  was  a  Mohican 
a  squaw,  with  seventy  winters !  No !  the  white  man  brings  old 
age  with  him — rum  is  his  tomahawk !" 

"  Why  then  do  you  use  it,  old  man  ?"  exclaimed  the  young 
hunter ;  "  why  will  one,  so  noble  by  nature,  aid  the  devices  of 
the  devil,  by  making  himself  a  beast  !^^ 

"  Beast !  is  John  a  beast  ?"  replied  the  Indian,  slowly  ;  **  yes ; 
you  say  no  lie,  child  of  the  Fire-eater  !  John  is  a  beast  The 
smokes  were  once  few  in  these  hills.  The  deer  would  lick  the 
hand  of  a  white  man,  and  the  birds  rest  on  his  head.  They 
were  strangers  to  him.  My  fathers  came  from  the  shores  of  the 
salt  lake.  They  fled  before  rum.  They  came  to  their  grand- 
father, and  they  lived  in  peace ;  or,  when  they  did  raise  the 
hatchet,  it  was  to  strike  it  into  the  brain  of  a  Mingo.  They 
gathered  around  the  council  fire,  and  what  they  said  was  done. 
Then  John  was  the  man.  But  warriors  and  traders  with  light 
eyes  followed  them.  One  brought  the  long  knife,  and  one 
brought  mm.  They  were  more  than  the  pines  on  tlie  moun- 
tains ;  and  they  broke  up  the  councils,  and  took  the  lands. 
The  evil  spirit  was  in  their  jugs,  and  they  let  him  loose.  Yes, 
yes — ^you  say  no  lie.  Young  Eagle ;  John  is  a  Christian  beast" 

"Forgive  me,  old  warrior,"  cried  the  youth,  grasping  his 
hand  ;  "  I  should  be  the  last  to  reproach  you.  The  curses  of 
heaven  light  on  the  cupidity  that  has  destroyed  sudi  a  race. 
Remember,  John,  that  I  am  of  your  family,  and  it  is  now  my 
greatest  pride." 

The  muscles  of  Mohegan  relaxed  a  Uttle,  and  he  said,  more 
mildly — 
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"  You  are  a  Delaware,  my  son ;  your  words  are  not  heard — 
John  cannot  shoot" 

*'  I  thought  that  lad  had  Indian  blood  in  him,"  whispered 
Richard,  *'by  the  awkward  way  he  handled  my  horses  last 
night  You  see,  coz,  they  never  use  harness.  But  the  poor 
fellow  shall  have  two  shots  at  the  turkey,  if  he  wants  it,  for  Til 
give  him  another  shilling  myself;  though,  perhaps,  I  had  better 
offer  to  shoot  for  him.  They  have  got  up  their  Christmas 
sports,  I  find,  in  the  bushes  yonder,  where  you  hear  the 
1  lughter ; — though  it  is  a  queer  taste  this  chap  has  for  turkey ; 
not  but  what  it  is  good  eating  too." 

"  Hold,  cousin  Richard,"  exclaimed  Elizabeth,  clinging  to  his 
arm,  ^'  would  it  be  delicate  to  offer  a  shilling  to  that  gentleman  ?" 

**  Gentleman  again  !  do  you  think  a  half-breed,  Uke  him,  will 
refuse  money  ?  No,  no,  girl,  he  will  take  the  shilling ;  ay  !  and 
even  rum  too,  notwithstanding  he  moralizes  so  much  about  it 
But  ni  give  the  lad  a  chance  for  his  turkey,  for  that  Billy 
Kirby  is  one  of  the  best  marksmen  in  the  country ;  that  is,  if  we 
except  the — the  gentleman." 

"  Then,"  said  Elizabeth,  who  found  her  strength  unequal  to 
her  will,  "  then,  sir,  I  will  speak."  She  advanced,  with  an  air 
of  determination,  in  front  of  her  cousin,  and  entered  the  little 
circle  of  bushes  that  surrounded  the  trio  of  hunters.  Her 
appearance  startled  the  youth,  who  at  first  made  an  unequivocal 
motion  towards  retiring,  but,  recollecting  himself,  bowed,  by 
lifting  his  cap,  and  resumed  his  attitude  of  leaning  on  his  rifle. 
Neither  Natty  nor  Moh^an  betrayed  any  emotion,  though  the 
appearance  of  Elizabeth  was  so  entirely  unexpected. 

^*  I  find,"  she  said,  '^  that  the  old  Christmas  sport  of  shooting 
the  turkey  is  yet  in  use  among  you.  I  feel  inclined  to  try  my 
chance  for  a  bird.  Which  of  you  will  take  this  money,  and, 
after  pacing  my  fee,  give  me  the  aid  of  his  rifle  ?" 

"  Is  this  a  sport  for  a  lady  ?"  exclaimed  the  young  hunter, 
with  an  emphasis  that  could  not  well  be  mistaken,  and  with  n 
rapidity  that  showed  he  spoke  without  consulting  anything  but 
feehng. 
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"Why  not,  sir!  If  it  be  inhuman,  the  sin  is  not  confined 
to  one  sex  only.  But  I  have  my  humor  as  well  as  others. 
I  ask  not  your  assistance;  but" — turning  to  Natty,  and 
dropping  a  dollar  in  his  hand — "  this  old  veteran  of  the  forest 
will  not  be  so  un<jallant  as  to  refuse  one  fire  for  a  ladv." 

Leather-stocking  dropped  the  money  into  his  pouch,  and 
throwing  up  the  end  of  his  rifle,  he  freshened  his  priming ;  and, 
first  laughing  in  his  usual  manner,  he  threw  the  piece  over  hia 
shoulder,  and  said — 

"If  Billy  Kirby  don't  get  the  bird  before  me,  and  the 
Frenchman's  powder  don't  hang  fire  this  damp  morning,  you'll 
see  as  fine  a  turkey  dead,  in  a  few  minutes,  as  ever  was  eaten  in 
the  Judge's  shanty.  I  have  know'd  the  Dutch  women,  on  the 
Mohawk  and  Schoharie,  count  greatly  on  coming  to  the  merry- 
makings ;  and  so,  lad,  you  shouldn't  be  short  with  the  lady. 
Come,  let  us  go  forward,  for  if  we  wait,  the  finest  bird  will  be 
gone." 

"  But  I  have  a  right  before  you.  Natty,  and  shall  try  my  own 
luck  first  You  will  excuse  me,  Miss  Temple;  I  have  much 
reason  to  wish  that  bird,  and  may  seem  ungallant,  but  I  must 
claim  my  privileges." 

"  Claim  anything  that  is  justly  your  own,  sir,"  returned  the 
lady  ;  "  we  are  both  adventurers ;  and  this  is  my  knight  I 
trust  my  fortune  to  his  hand  and  eye.  Lead  on.  Sir  Leatlier- 
stocking,  and  we  will  follow." 

Natty,  who  seemed  pleased  with  the  frank  address  of  the 
young  and  beauteous  Elizabeth,  who  had  so  singularly  intrusted 
him  with  such  a  commission,  returned  the  bright  smile  with 
which  she  had  addressed  him,  by  his  own  peculiar  mark  of 
mirth,  and  moved  across  the  snow,  towards  the  spot  whence  the 
sounds  of  boisterous  mirth  proceeded,  with  the  long  strides  of  a 
hunter.  His  companions  followed  in  silence,  the  youth  casting 
frequent  and  uneasy  glances  towards  Elizabeth,  who  was  detained 
by  a  motion  from  Richard. 

"  I  should  think.  Miss  Temple,''  he  said,  so  soon  as  the  others 
were  out  of  hearing,  "  that  if  you  really  wished  a  turkey,  you 
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would  not  have  taken  a  stranger  for  the  office,  and  such  a  one 
as  Leather-stocking.  But  I  can  hardly  believe  that  jou  are 
serious,  for  I  have  fifty  at  this  moment  shut  up  in  the  coops,  in 
every  stage  of  fat,  so  that  you  might  choose  any  quahty  you 
pleased.  There  are  six  that  I  am  trying  an  experiment  on,  by 
giving  them  brick-bats  with ^ 

" Enough,  cousin  Dickon,"  interrupted  the  lady ;  "I  do 
wish  the  bird,  and  it  is  because  I  so  wish,  that  I  commissioned 
this  Mr.  Leather-stocking." 

"  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  great  shot  that  I  made  at  the 
wolf,  cousin  Elizabeth,  who  was  carrying  off  your  father's 
sheep  ? "  said  Richard,  drawing  himself  up  into  an  air  of  dis- 
pleasure. *^  He  had  the  sheep  on  his  back ;  and  had  the  head 
of  the  wolf  been  on  the  other  side,  I  should  have  killed  him 
dead ;  as  it  was ^** 

**  You  killed  the  sheep, — I  know  it  all,  dear  ooz.     But  would 

it  have  been  decorous  for  the  High  Sheriff  of to  mingle  in 

such  sports  as  these  ? " 

"  Surely  you  did  not  think  that  I  intended  actually  to  fire 
with  my  own  hands  ? "  said  Mr.  Jones.  "  But  let  us  follow,  and 
see  the  shooting.  There  is  no  fear  of  anything  unpleasant 
occurring  to  a  female  in  this  new  country,  especially  to  your 
father's  daughter,  and  in  my  presence." 

"  My  father's  daughter  fears  nothing,  sir,  more  especially 
when  escorted  by  the  highest  executive  officer  in  the  county." 

She  took  his  arm,  and  he  led  her  through  the  mazes  of  the 
bushes  to  the  spot  where  most  of  the  young  men  of  the  village 
were  collected  for  the  sports  of  shooting  a  Christmas  match, 
and  whither  Natty  and  his  companions  had  already  preceded 
them. 


206  THB     PIONEERS. 


CHAPTER  XVTT. 


I  gues^  by  all  this  quaint  array, 
The  borghen  hold  their  sports  to-day. 

SoOTT* 


The  ancient  amusement  of  shooting  the  Christmas  tarkey  is 
one  of  the  few  sports  that  the  settlers  of  a  new  country  seldom 
or  never  neglect  to  observe.  It  was  connected  with  the  daily 
practices  of  a  people  who  often  laid  aside  the  axe  or  the  scythe 
to  seize  the  rifle,  as  the  deer  glided  through  the  forests  they 
were  felling,  or  the  bear  entered  their  rough  meadows  to  scent 
the  air  of  a  clearing,  and  to  scan,  with  a  look  of  sagacity,  the 
progress  of  the  invader. 

On  the  present  occasion,  the  usual  amusement  of  the  day 
had  been  a  little  hastened,  in  order  to  allow  a  fair  opportunity 
to  Mr.  Grant,  whose  exhibition  was  not  less  a  treat  to  the  young 
sportsmen,  than  the  one  which  engaged  their  present  attention. 
The  owner  of  the  birds  was  a  free  black,  who  had  prepared  for 
the  occasion  a  collection  of  game  that  was  admirably  qualified 
to  inflame  the  appetite  of  an  epicure,  and  was  well  adapted  to 
the  means  and  skill  of  the  different  competitors,  who  were  of  all 
ages.  He  had  offered  to  the  younger  and  more  humble  marks- 
men divers  birds  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  some  shooting  had 
already  taken  place,  much  to  the  pecuniary  advantage  of  the 
sable  owner  of  the  game.  The  order  of  the  sports  was 
extremely  simple,  and  well  understood.  The  bird  was  fastened 
by  a  string  to  the  stump  of  a  large  pine,  the  side  of  which, 
towards  the  point  where  the  marksmen  were  placed,  had  been 
flattened  with  an  axe,  in  order  that  it  might  serve  the  purpose 
of  a  target  by  which  the  merit  of  each  individual  might  be 
ascertained.     The  distance  between  the  stump  and  shootings 
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stand  was  one  hundred  measured  yards :  a  foot  more  or  a  foot 
less  being  thought  on  invasion  of  the  right  of  one  of  the 
parties.  The  negro  aflixed  his  own  price  to  every  bird,  and 
the  terms  of  the  chance ;  but  when  these  were  once  established, 
he  was  obliged  by  the  strict  principles  of  public  justice  that 
prevailed  in  the  country,  to  admit  any  adventurer  who  might 
offer. 

The  throng  consisted  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  young  men, 
most  of  whom  had  rifles,  and  a  collection  of  all  the  boys  in  the 
village.  The  little  urchins,  clad  in  coarse  but  warm  garments, 
stood  gathered  around  the  more  distinguished  marksmen,  with 
their  hands  stuck  under  their  waistbands,  listening  eagerly  to 
the  boastful  stories  of  skill  that  had  been  exhibited  on  former 
occasions,  and  were  already  emulating  in  their  hearts  these 
wonderful  deeds  in  gunnery. 

The  chief  speaker  was  the  man  who  had  been  mentioned  by 
Natty  as  Billy  Kirby.  This  fellow,  whose  occupation  when  he 
(lid  labor,  was  that  of  clearing  lands,  or  chopping  jobs,  was  of 
great  stature,  and  carried,  in  his  very  air,  the  index  of  his 
character.  He  was  a  noisy,  boisterous,  reckless  lad,  whose 
good-natured  eye  contradicted  the  bluntness  and  bullying  tenor 
of  his  speech.  For  weeks  he  would  lounge  around  the  taverns 
of  the  county,  in  a  state  of  perfect  idleness,  or  doing  small  jobs 
for  his  liquor  and  his  meals,  and  cavilling  with  applicants  about 
the  prices  of  his  labor :  frequently  preferring  idleness  to  an 
abatement  of  a  tittle  of  his  independence,  or  a  cent  in  his  wages. 
But  when  these  embarrassing  points  were  satisfactorily  arranged, 
he  would  shoulder  his  axe  and  his  rifle,  slip  his  arms  through 
the  straps  of  his  pack,  and  enter  the  woods  with  the  tread  of 
a  Hercules.  His  first  object  was  to  learn  his  limits,  round 
which  he  would  pace,  occasionally  freshening,  with  a  blow  of 
his  axe,  the  marks  on  the  boundary  trees ;  and  then  he  would 
proceed  with  an  air  of  great  deliberation,  to  the  centre  of  his 
premises,  and,  throwing  aside  his  superfluous  garments,  measure, 
with  a  knowing  eye,  one  or  two  of  the  nearest  trees  that  were 
towering  apparently  into  the  very  clouds  as  he  gazed  upwards. 
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Comroonly  selecting  one  of  the  most  noble  for  the  first  trial  of 
his  power,  he  would  approach  it  with  a  Hstless  air,  whistling  a 
Jow  tune ;  and  wielding  his  axe  with  a  certain  flourish,  not 
anhke  the  salutes  of  a  fencing  master,  he  would  strike  a  light 
blow  into  the  bark,  and  measure  his  distance.  Tlie  pause  that 
followed  was  ominous  of  the  fall  of  the  forest  which  had  flou- 
rished there  for  centuries.  The  heavy  and  brisk  blows  that  he 
struck  were  soon  succeeded  by  the  thundering  report  of  the 
tree,  as  it  came,  first  cracking  and  threatening,  with  the  separa- 
tion of  its  own  last  ligaments,  then  threshing  and  tearing  with 
its  branches  the  tops  of  its  surrounding  brethren,  and  finally 
meeting  the  ground  with  a  shock  but  little  inferior  to  an 
earthquake.  From  that  moment  the  sounds  of  the  axe  were 
ceaseless,  while  tlie  falling  of  Uie  trees  was  like  a  distant 
cannonading ;  and  the  daylight  broke  into  the  depths  of  the 
woods  with  the  suddenness  of  a  winter  morning. 

For  days,  weeks,  nay  months,  Billy  Kirby  would  toil  with 
an  ardor  that  evinced  his  native  spirit,  and  with  an  effect  that 
seemed  magical,  until,  his  chopping  being  ended,  his  stentorian 
lungs  could  be  heard  emitting  sounds,  as  lie  called  to  his 
patient  oxen,  which  rang  through  the  hills  like  the  cries  of  an 
alarm.  He  had  been  often  heard,  on  a  mild  summer's  evening, 
a  long  mile  across  the  vale  of  Templcton ;  when  the  echoes 
from  the  mountains  would  take  up  his  cries,  until  they  died 
away  in  feeble  sounds  from  the  distant  rocks  that  overhung  the 
lake.  His  piles,  or  to  use  the  language  of  the  country,  his 
logging,  ended,  with  a  despatch  that  could  only  accompany  his 
dexterity  and  Herculean  strength,  the  jobber  would  collect 
together  his  implements  of  labor,  light  the  heaps  of  timber 
and  march  away  under  the  blaze  of  the  prostrate  forest,  like 
the  conqueror  of  some  city,  who.  Living  first  prevailed  over  his 
adversary,  applies  the  torch  as  the  finishing  blow  to  his  conquest. 
For  a  long  time  Billy  Kirby  would  then  be  seen,  sauntering 
around  the  taverns,  the  rider  of  scrub-races,  the  bully  of  cock- 
fights, and  not  unfrequently  the  hero  of  such  sports  as  the  one 
in  hand. 
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Between  liim  and  the  Leather-fitocking,  there  had  long 
existed  a  jealous  rivalry  on  the  point  of  skill  with  the  rifle. 
Notwithstanding  the  long  practice  of  Natty,  it  was  commonly 
supposed  that  the  steady  nerves  and  quick  eye  of  the  wood- 
chopper  rendered  him  his  equal.  The  competition  had,  how- 
ever, been  confined  hitherto  to  boastings,  and  comparisons  made 
from  their  success  in  various  hunting  excursions ;  but  this  was 
the  first  time  that  they  had  ever  come  in  open  collision.  A 
good  deal  of  higgling  about  the  price  of  the  choicest  bird  had 
taken  place  between  Billy  Kirby  and  its  owner  before  Natty  and 
his  companions  rejoined  the  sportsmen.  It  had,  however,  been 
settled  at  one  shilling*  a  shot,  which  was  the  highest  sum  ever 
exacted,  the  black  taking  care  to  protect  himself  from  losses  as 
much  as  possible,  by  the  conditions  of  the  sport.  The  tuikey 
was  nlready  fastened  at  the  "  mark,"  but  its  body  was  entirely 
hid  by  the  surrounding  snow,  nothing  being  visible  but  its  red 
swelling  head  and  its  long  neck.  If  the  bird  was  injured  by 
any  bullet  that  struck  below  the  snow,  it  was  to  continue  the 
property  of  its  present  owner ;  but  if  a  feather  was  touched  in  a 
visible  part,  the  animal  became  the  prize  of  the  successful 
adventurer. 

These  terms  were  loudly  proclaimed  by  the  negro,  who  was 
seated  in  the  snow,  in  a  somewhat  hazardous  vicinity  to  his 
fiftvorite  bird,  when  Elizabeth  and  her  cousin  approached  the 
noisy  sportsmen.  The  sounds  of  mirth  and  contention  sensibly 
lowered  at  this  unexpected  visit ;  but,  ailer  a  moment's  pause, 
the  curious  interest  exhibited  in  the  face  of  the  young  lady, 
together  with  her  smiling  air,  restored  the  fireedom  of  the 
morning ;  though  it  was  somewhat  chastened,  both  in  language 
and  vehemence,  by  the  presence  of  such  a  spectator. 

**  Stand  out  of  the  way  there,  boys  T  cried  the  wood-chopper, 


*  Before  the  revolution,  each  province  had  lu  own  nnnef  of  accoont,  thoVfU 
neither  coined  any  bnl  copper  pieces.  In  New  York  the  Spanish  dollar  wm 
divided  into  eif ht  shillings,  each  of  the  valne  of  a  fmetioii  more  than  sixpence 
sterling.  At  present  the  Union  has  provided  a  decimal  system,  with  eolni  to 
represent  it 


210  THE     PIONEERS. 

who  was  placing  himself  at  the  shooting  point—"  stand  out  of 
the  way,  you  little  rascals,  or  I  will  shoot  through  you.  Now 
Brom,  take  leave  of  your  turkey." 

"  Stop  !"  cried  the  young  hunter ;  ^  I  am  a  candidate  for  a 
chance.     Here  is  my  shilling,  Brom ;  I  wish  a  shot  too." 

"  You  may  wish  it  in  welcome,"  cried  Kirby,  "  but  if  I  ruffle 
the  gobbler's  feathers,  how  are  you  to  get  it  ?  Is  money  so 
plenty  in  your  deer-skin  pocket,  that  you  pay  for  a  chance  that 
you  may  never  have  ?" 

"  How  know  you,  sir,  how  plenty  money  is  in  my  pocket  V* 
said  the  youth  fiercely.  "  Here  is  my  shilling,  Brom,  and  I 
claim  a  right  to  shool." 

**  Don't  be  crabbed,  my  boy,"  said  the  other,  who  was  very 
coolly  fixing  his  flint.  "  They  say  you  have  a  hole  in  your  left 
shoulder,  yourself:  so  I  think  Brom  may  give  you  a  fire  for 
half  price.  It  will  take  a  keen  one  to  hit  that  bird,  I  can  tell 
you,  my  lad,  even  if  1  give  you  a  chance,  which  is  what  I  have 
no  mind  to  do." 

"  Don't  be  boasting,  Billy  Kirby,"  said  Natty,  throwing  the 
breech  of  his  rifle  into  the  snow,  and  leaning  on  its  barrel ; 
"  you'll  get  but  one  shot  at  the  creater,  for  if  the  lad  misses  his 
aim,  which  wouldn't  be  a  wonder  if  he  did,  with  his  arm  so  stitf 
and  sore,  you'll  find  a  good  piece  and  an  old  eye  coming  a'ter 
you.  Maybe  it's  true  that  I  can't  shoot  as  I  used  to  could,  but 
a  hundred  yards  is  a  short  distance  for  a  long  rifle." 

"  What,  old  Leather-stocking,  are  you  out  this  morning  ?" 
cried  his  reckless  opponent  "  Well,  fair  play's  a  jewel.  I've 
the  lead  of  you,  old  fellow ;  so  here  goes  for  a  dry  throat  or  a 
good  dinner." 

The  countenance  of  the  negro  evinced  not  only  all  the 
interest  which  his  pecuniary  adventure  might  occasion,  but  also 
the  keen  excitement  that  the  sport  produced  in  the  others, 
though  with  a  very  different  wish  as  to  the  result  While 
the  wood-chopper  was  slowly  and  steadily  raising  his  rifle,  he 
bawled — 

"  Fair  play,  Billy  Kirby — stand  back — make  'em  stand  back, 
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boys — gih  a  nigger  fair  play — poss-up,  gobbler ;  shake  a  head, 
fool ;  don't  you  see  'em  taking  aim  ?" 

These  cries,  which  were  intended  as  much  to  distract  the 
attention  of  the  marksman  as  for  anything  else,  were  fruitless. 

The  nerves  of  the  wood-chopper  were  not  so  easily  shaken, 
and  he  took  his  aim  with  the  utmost  deliberation.  Stillness 
prevailed  for  a  moment,  and  he  fired.  The  head  of  the  turkey 
was  seen  to  dash  on  one  side,  and  its  wings  were  spread  in 
momentary  fluttering;  but  it  settled  itself  down  calmly  into  its 
bed  of  snow,  and  glanced  its  eyes  uneasily  around.  For  a  time 
long  enough  to  draw  a  deep  breath,  not  a  sound  was  heard. 
The  silence  was  then  broken  by  the  noise  of  the  negro,  who 
laughed,  and  shook  his  body,  with  all  kinds  of  antics,  rolling 
over  in  the  snow  in  the  excess  of  delight. 

"  Well  done  a  gobbler,"  he  cried,  jumping  up  and  affecting 
to  embrace  his  bird ;  "  I  tell  'em  to  poss-up,  and  you  see  'em 
dodge.     Gib  anoder  shillin,  Billy,  and  hab  anoder  shot." 

"  No — the  shot  is  mine,"  said  the  young  hunter  ;  "  you  have 
my  money  already.     Leave  the  mark,  and  let  me  try  my  luck." 

"  Ah  I  it's  but  money  thrown  away,  lad,"  said  Leather-stocking. 
^  A  turkey's  head  and  neck  is  but  a  small  mark  for  a  new  hand 
and  a  lame  shoulder.  You'd  best  let  me  take  the  fire,  and 
maybe  we  can  make  some  settlement  with  the  lady  about  the 
bird." 

"  The  chance  is  mine,"  said  the  young  hunter.  "  Clear  the 
ground,  that  I  may  take  it" 

The  discussions  and  disputes  concerning  the  last  shot  were 
now  abating,  it  having  been  determined  that  if  the  turkey's  head 
had  been  anywhere  but  just  where  it  was  at  the  moment,  the 
bird  must  certainly  have  been  killed.  There  was  not  much 
excitement  produced  by  the  preparations  of  the  youth,  who 
proceeded  in  a  hurried  manner  to  take  his  aim,  and  was  in  the 
act  of  pulling  the  trigger,  when  he  was  stopped  by  Natty. 

"  Your  hand  shakes,  lad,"  he  said,  **  and  you  seem  over  eager. 
Bullet  wounds  are  apt  to  weaken  flesh,  and  to  my  judgment^ 
you'll  not  shoot  so  well  as  in  common.     If  you  will  fire,  you 
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should  shoot  quick,   before   there   is  lime  to  shake  off  Ui« 


aim." 


"Fair  play,"  again  shouted  the  negro;  "fair  play — gib  a  nig- 
ger fair  play.  What  right  a  Nat-Bumppo  advise  a  young 
man  ?     Let  'em  shoot — clear  a  ground  " 

The  youth  fired  with  great  rapidity,  but  no  motion  was 
made  by  the  turkey ;  and  when  the  examiners  for  the  ball 
returned  from  the  "  mark,"  they  declared  that  he  had  missed 
the  stump. 

Elizabeth  observed  the  change  in  his  countenance,  and  could 
not  help  feehng  surprise,  that  one  so  evidently  superior  to 
his  companions  should  feel  a  trifling  loss  so  sensibly.  But  her 
own  champion  was  now  preparing  to  enter  the  lists. 

The  mirth  of  Brom,  which  had  been  again  excited,  though  in 
a  much  smaller  degree  than  before,  by  the  failure  of  the  second 
adventurer,  vanished  the  instant  Natty  took  his  stand.  His 
skin  became  mottled  with  large  brown  spots,  that  fearfully  sullied 
the  lustre  of  his  native  ebony,  while  his  enormous  lips  gradually 
compressed  around  two  rows  of  ivory  that  had  hitherto  been 
shining  in  his  visage,  like  pearls  set  in  jet  His  nostrils,  at  all 
times  the  most  conspicuous  features  of  his  face,  dilated,  until 
they  covered  the  greater  part  of  the  diameter  of  his  countenance ; 
while  his  brown  and  bony  hands  unconsciously  grasped  the 
snow-crust  near  him,  the  excitement  of  the  moment  completely 
overcoming  his  native  dread  of  cold. 

While  these  indications  of  apprehension  were  exhibited  in  the 
sable  owner  of  the  turkey,  the  man  who  gave  rise  to  this  extra- 
ordinary emotion  was  as  calm  and  collected  as  if  there  was  not 
to  be  a  single  spectator  of  his  skill. 

"  I  was  down  in  the  Dutch  settlements  on  the  Schoharie,"  said 
Natty,  carefully  removing  the  leather  guard  from  the  lock  of 
his  rifle,  "just  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  last  war,  and  there 
was  a  shooting  match  among  the  boys  ;  so  I  took  a  hand.  I 
think  I  opened  a  good  many  Dutch  eyes  that  day  ;  for  I  won 
the  powder-horn,  three  bars  of  lead,  and  a  pound  of  as  good 
powder  as  ever  flashed  in  pan.    Lord !  how  they  did  swear  in 
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Jarman  1  They  did  tell  me  of  one  drunken  Dutchman  who  said 
he'd  have  the  life  of  me  before  I  got  back  to  the  lake  ag'in.  But 
if  he  had  put  his  rifle  to  his  shoulder  with  evil  intent  God  would 
have  punished  him  for  it ;  and  even  if  the  Lord  didn't,  and  he 
had  missed  his  aim,  I  know  one  that  would  have  given  him  as 
good  as  he  sent,  and  better  too,  if  good  shooting  could  come 
into  the  'count." 

By  this  time  the  old  hunter  was  ready  for  his  business,  and 
throwing  his  right  leg  far  behind  him,  and  stretching  his  left  arm 
along  the  barrel  of  his  piece,  he  raised  it  towards  the  bird. 
Every  eye  glanced  rapidly  from  the  marksman  to  the  mark ;  but 
at  the  moment  when  each  ear  was  expecting  the  report  of  the 
rifle,  they  were  disappointed  by  the  ticking  sound  of  the  flint 

'*  A  snap,  a  snap !"  shouted  the  negro,  springing  from  his 
crouching  posture  like  a  madman,  before  his  bird.  *^  A  snap 
good  as  fire — Natty  Bumppo  gun  he  snap — Natty  Bumppo  miss 
a  turkey !" 

*'  Natty  Bumppo  hit  a  nigger,"  said  the  indignant  old  hunter, 
"  if  you  don't  get  out  of  the  way,  Brom.  It's  contrary  to  the 
reason  of  the  thing,  boy,  that  a  snap  should  count  for  a  fire, 
when  one  is  nothing  more  than  a  fire-stone  striking  a  steel  pan, 
and  the  other  is  sudden  death ;  so  get  out  of  my  way,  boy,  and 
let  me  show  Billy  Kirby  how  to  shoot  a  Christmas  turkey." 

"  Gib  a  nigger  fair  play !"  cried  the  black,  who  continued 
resolutely  to  maintain  his  post,  and  making  that  appeal  to  the 
justice  of  his  auditors,  which  the  degraded  condition  of  his  caste 
so  naturally  suggested.  *'  £bery  body  know  dat  snap  as  good 
as  fire.     Leab  it  to  Massa  Jone — ^leab  it  to  lady." 

"  Sartain,"  said  the  wood-chopper ;  "  it's  the  law  of  the  game 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Leather-stocking.  If  you  fire  ag'in 
you  must  pay  up  the  other  shilling.  I  b'lieve  I'll  try  luck  once 
more  myself;  so  Brom,  here's  my  money,  and  I  take  the  next 
fire." 

"  It's  likely  you  know  the  laws  of  the  woods  better  than  ] 

do,  Billy  Kirby,"  returned  Natty.     "You  come  in  with  the 

settlers,  with  an  ox-goad  in  your  hand,  and  I  come  in  with  inoc 
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casius  on  my  feet,  and  witli  a  good  rifle  on  my  shoulders,  so  long 
back  as  atbre  the  old  war.     Which  is  likely  to  know  tho  best 
I  say  no  man  need  tell  me  that  snapping  is  us  good  as  iiring 
when  1  pull  the  trij^ger.'' 

*'  Leab  it  to  Mjissa  Jone,"  s>aid  the  alarmed  negro ;  "he  know 
ebery  ting." 

This  apjieal  to  the  knowledge  of  Richard  was  too  flattering  to 
Ixi  unheeded.  He  therefore  advanced  a  little  from  the  spot 
wliither  the  delicacy  of  Elizabeth  had  induced  her  to  withdraw, 
and  gave  the  following  opinion,  with  the  gravity  that  the  subject 
and  his  own  rank  demanded : — 

*'Th«*re  seems  to  be  a  difl'erence  in  opinion,"  he  said, "on  the 
subject  of  Nathaniel  Bumppo's  right  to  shoot  at  Abraham 
Freeborn's  turkey,  without  the  said  Nathaniel  paying  one  shilling 
for  the  privilege."  Tiiis  fact  wjis  too  evident  to  be  denied,  and 
after  jKiusing  a  moment,  that  the  audience  might  digest  his 
premises,  Richard  proceeded.  "  It  seems  proper  that  I  should 
decide  this  qu«*stion,  as  I  am  bound  to  pres<^*rve  the  peace  of  the 
county  ;  and  men  with  deadly  weapons  in  their  hands  should 
not  be  heedlessly  left  to  contention,  and  their  own  malignant 
passions.  It  appears  that  there  was  no  iigreement,  either  in 
writing  or  in  words,  on  the  disputed  |)oint ;  therefore  we  must 
rciison  from  analogy,  which  is,  as  it  were,  comj»aring  one  thing 
with  anotiu-r.  Now,  in  duels,  where  both  parties  shoot,  it  is 
generally  the  rule  thai  a  snap  is  a  fire  ;  and  if  such  is  the  rule, 
where  the  i>arty  has  a  rii^ht  to  fire  back  again,  it  seems  to  rae 
unreasonable  to  say,  that  a  man  may  stand  snapping  at  a 
d<'fenceless  turk(;y  all  day.  I  therefore  am  of  opinion  that 
Nathaniel  Bumj^po  has  lost  his  chance,  and  must  pay  another 
shilling  before  ho  renews  his  rii;ht" 

As  this  opinion  came  from  so  high  a  quarter,  and  was 
delivered  with  eff'ect,  it  silenced  all  murmurs, — for  the  whole  of 
the  spectators  had  Ix'gun  to  take  sid(»s  with  great  warmth, — 
except  from  the  Ijcather-stocking  himself. 

"  I  think  Miss  ElizfiK^th's  thouu:hts  should  be  taken,"  said 
Nattv.     "  Tve  known  the  squaws  give  very  tr'H>d  counsel  when 
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the  Indians  have  been  dumbfoundered.     If  she  says  that  I 
ought  to  lose,  I  agree  to  give  it  up." 

"  Then  I  adjudge  you  to  be  a  losi»r  for  this  time,"  said  Miss 
Temple  ;  "  but  pay  your  money  and  renew  your  chance ;  unless 
Brom  will  sell  me  the  bird  for  a  dollar.  I  will  give  him  the 
money,  and  save  the  life  of  the  poor  victim." 

This  proposition  was  evidently  but  little  relished  by  any  of 
the  listeners,  even  the  negro  feeling  the  evil  excitement  of  the 
chances.  In  the  meanwhile,  as  Billy  Kirby  was  preparing  him- 
self for  another  shot,  Natty  left  the  stand,  with  an  extremely 
dissatisOed  manner,  muttering — 

'*  There  hasn^t  been  such  a  thing  as  a  good  flint  sold  at  the 
foot  of  the  lake  since  the  Indian  traders  used  to  come  into  the 
country ;  and  if  a  body  should  go  into  the  flats  along  the 
streams  in  the  hills  to  hunt  for  such  a  thing,  it's  ten  to  one  but 
they  will  be  all  covered  up  with  the  plough.  Heigho  !  it  seem? 
to  me  that  just  as  the  game  grows  scarce,  and  a  body  wants  the 
best  ammunition  to  get  a  livelihood,  everything  that's  bad  falls 
on  him,  like  a  judgment  But  Til  change  the  stone,  for  Billy 
Kirby  hasn't  the  eye  for  such  a  mark,  I  know." 

The  wood-chopper  seemed  now  entirely  sensible  that  his 
reputation  depended  on  his  care ;  nor  did  he  neglect  any  means 
to  insure  success.  He  drew  up  his  rifle,  and  renewed  his  aim 
again  and  again,  still  appearing  reluctant  to  fire.  No  sound 
was  heard  from  even  Brom,  during  these  portentous  movements, 
until  Kirby  discharged  his  piece,  with  the  same  want  of  success 
as  before.  Then,  indeed,  the  shouts  of  the  negro  rang  through 
the  bushes,  and  sounded  among  the  trees  of  the  neighboring 
forest  like  the  outcries  of  a  tribe  of  Indians.  He  laughed, 
rolling  his  head  first  on  one  side,  then  on  the  other,  until  nature 
seemed  exhausted  with  mirth.  He  danced  until  his  legs  were 
wearied  with  motion,  in  the  snow  ;  and,  in  short,  he  exhibited 
all  that  violence  of  joy  that  characterizes  the  mirth  of  a  thought- 
less negro. 

The  wood-chopper  had  exerted  all  his  art,  and  felt  a  propor- 
tionate degree  of  disappointment  at  the  failure.      He  first 
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examined  the  bird  i^-ith  the  utmost  attention,  and  more  than 
once  suggested  that  he  had  touched  iU  feathers ;  but  the  voioe 
of  the  multitude  was  against  him,  for  it  felt  disposed  to  listen  to 
the  oflen  repeated  cries  of  the  black,  to  ^  gib  a  nigger  fiiir 

Finding  it  impossible  to  make  out  a  title  to  the  bird,  Kirby 
turned  fiercely  to  the  black,  and  said — 

**  Shut  vour  oven,  vou  crow  !  Where  is  the  man  that  can 
hit  a  turkey's  head  at  a  hundred  yards  ?  I  was  a  fool  for  try- 
ing. You  needn't  make  an  uproar,  like  a  falling  pine-tree, 
about  it.     Show  me  the  man  who  can  do  it" 

"  Look  this  a-way,  Billy  Kirby,"  said  Leather-stocking,  "  and 
let  them  clear  the  mark,  and  I'll  show  vou  a  man  who's  made 
better  shots  afore  now,  and  that  when  he's  been  hard  pressed  by 
the  savai^es  and  wild  beasts." 

**  Perhaps  there  is  one  whose  rights  come  before  ours, 
Leather-stocking,"  said  Miss  Temple  ;  "if  so,  we  will  waive  our 
privilege." 

"  If  it  be  me  that  you  have  reference  to,"  said  the  young 
hunter,  "  I  shall  decline  another  chance.  My  shoulder  is  yet 
weak,  I  find." 

Elizabeth  regarded  his  manner,  and  thought  that  she  could 
discern  a  tinge  on  his  cheek  that  spoke  the  shame  of  conscious 
poverty.  She  said  no  more,  but  suflfered  her  own  champion  to 
make  a  trial.  Although  Natty  Bumppo  had  certainly  made 
hundreds  of  more  momentous  shots  at  his  enemies  or  his 
game,  yet  he  never  exerted  himself  more  to  excel.  He  raised 
his  piece  three  several  times ;  once  to  get  his  range ;  once  to 
calculate  his  distance ;  and  once  because  the  bird,  alarmed  by  the 
death-like  stillness,  turned  its  head  quickly  to  examine  its  foes. 
But  the  fourth  time  he  fired.  The  smoke,  the  report,  and  the 
momentary  shock,  prevented  most  of  the  spectitors  from 
instantly  knowing  the  result ;  but  Elizabeth,  when  she  saw  her 
champion  drop  the  end  of  his  rifle  in  the  snow  and  open  his 
mouth  in  one  of  its  silent  laughs,  and  then  proceed  very  coolly 
to  recharge  his  piece,  knew  that  he  had  been  successful.     The 
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boys  rushed  to  the  mark,  and  lifted  the  turkey  on  high,  tifeless, 
and  with  nothing  but  the  remnant  of  a  head. 

"  Bring  in  the  creater,"  said  Leather-stocking,  "  and  put  it  at 
the  feet  of  the  lady.  I  was  her  deputy  in  the  matter,  and  the 
bird  is  her  property." 

"And  a  good  deputy  you  have  proved  yourself,"  returned 
Elizabeth, — "  so  good,  cousin  Richard,  that  I  would  advise  you 
to  remember  his  qualities."  She  paused,  and  the  gaiety  that 
beamed  on  her  face  gave  place  to  a  more  serious  earnestness. 
She  even  blushed  a  little  as  she  turned  to  the  young  hunter, 
and,  with  the  charm  of  a  woman's  manner,  added — "  But  it  was 
only  to  see  an  exhibition  of  the  far-famed  skill  of  Leather-stock- 
ing, that  I  tried  my  fortunes.  Will  you,  sir,  accept  the  bird  as 
a  small  peace-oflfering  for  the  hurt  that  prevented  your  own 
success  ?" 

The  expression  with  which  the  youth  received  this  present 
was  indescribable.  He  appeared  to  yield  to  the  blandishment 
of  her  air,  in  opposition  to  a  strong  inward  impulse  to  the  con- 
trary. He  bowed,  and  raised  the  victim  silently  from  her  feet, 
but  continued  silent 

Elizabeth  handed  the  black  a  piece  of  silver  as  a  remuneration 
for  his  loss,  which  had  some  effect  in  again  unbending  his 
muscles,  and  then  expressed  to  her  companion  her  readiness  to 
return  homeward. 

"  Wait  a  minute,  cousin  Bess,"  cried  Richard  ;  "  there  is  an 
uncertainty  about  the  rules  of  this  sport  that  it  is  proper  I  should 
remove.  If  you  will  appoint  a  committee,  gentlemen,  to  wait 
on  me  this  morning,  I  will  draw  up  in  writing  a  set  of  regula- 
tions  "     He  stopped,  with  some  indignation,  for  at  that 

instant  a  hand  was  laid  familiarly  on  the  shoulder  of  the  High 
Sheriff  of . 

"A  merry  Christmas  to  you,  cousin  Dickon,"  said  Judge 
Temple,  who  had  approached  the  party  unperceived :  "  I  must 
have  a  vigilant  eye  to  my  daughter,  sir,  if  you  are  to  be  seized 
daily  with  these  gallant  fits.  I  admire  the  taste  which  would 
introduce  a  lady  to  such  scenes !" 
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**  It  is  her  owd  penemty.  'duk*rr  crii-d  ihe  dkuippouited 
SheriflL  who  felt  the  lu6»  of  the  tir^t  e^aJutation  »  grievously  as 
manv  a  man  would  a  much  ifreater  misfortuue ;  ^  and  I  must 
sav  that  she  coiik-s  hou*ri^tlv  >>v  iL     I  led  her  out  to  show  ber 

m  mm 

the  improvenieiiLs.  but  away  ^he  Kstmf^-red.  through  the  snow, 
at  the  fir«t  j>ourid  of  fire-arms,  the  {<ime  a<  if  s»he  had  been 
brought  u]>  in  a  camp,  in^'tead  of  :.  tirst-rat«f  boarding-school. 
I  do  think.  Jud(;e  Tem]>iif.  that  such  dangerous  amusements 
should  \fH  suj>presM?ii  by  st;itut«f :  nay,  I  doubt  whether  they  are 
not  already  indictable  at  common  law.** 

"  Well,  sir,  as  vou  are  .Sli<rnff  of  the  countv,  it  becomes  vour 
duty  to  examine  into  the  matter."  n-tumed  the  smilincr  Marma- 
duke.  "  I  \^'T<:i'\\i'  that  iVfc-i  has  executed  her  ciannus-iion,  and 
I  Ijo|k;  it  niK  with  a  favorable  rec'ption.^  Richard  glanced  his 
eye  at  tlnr  iia^rket  whi<;li  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  the  slight 
anger  prrxluc^'d  by  disap[K^iiitment  vanished  instantly. 

**Ah  I  Muke,  my  d'-ar  cousin/'  he  said,  '*step  a  little  on  one 
side :  f  have  M^m^tliiii'^  I  wnuld  sav  to  vou.*'  Marmaduke 
crmiplif'd,  and  the  Slwriff  IwJ  him  to  a  little  distance  in  the 
bii'^h'**,  and  contimu-d — **  First,  Muke,  let  me  thank  you  for  your 
fri^'iidly  inten^st  with  the  Council  and  the  Governor,  without 
which,  I  am  confident  that  the  (greatest  merit  would  avail  but 
little.  But  we  are  sisters*  children — we  are  sisters'  children ; 
and  vou  niav  u^^e  wm'  like  one  of  vour  horses ;  ride  me  or  drive 
me,  'duk(5,  I  am  wholly  yours.  But  in  my  humble  opinion,  this 
young  criuipaiiion  of  L<*ather-stocking  requires  lof>king  after. 
He  has  a  very  <langerous  pro[>enhity  for  turkey.'' 

*^  Leave  him  to  my  management,  l>ickon,"  said  the  Judge, 
^  and  I  will  cure  his  apjx'tito  by  indulgence.  It  is  with  him 
tJjat  T  would  ft})cak.     I>et  us  rejoin  the  sportsmen." 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


Poor  wretch !  ilio  mother  thnt  him  bare, 
If  stho  hMl  l»€en  in  presence  there, 
In  his  wan  face,  and  sunburnt  hair, 
She  had  not  known  her  child. 


Scott 


It  diniinislied,  in  no  degree,  the  effect  produced  by  the  con- 
versation which  |)«asscd  between  Judge  Temple  and  the  young 
hunter,  that  the  former  took  tlie  arm  of  his  daughter  and  drew 
it  through  his  own,  when  he  advanced  from  the  spot  whither 
Ricliard  had  led  him  to  that  where  tlie  youth  was  standing,  lean- 
ing on  his  rifle,  and  contemplating  the  dead  bird  at  his  feet.  T\w 
})resence  of  Marmaduke  did  not  interrupt  the  sports,  which  were 
resumed,  b}^  loud  and  clamorous  disputes  concerning  the  con- 
ditions of  a  chance,  that  involved  the  life  of  a  bird  of  much 
inferior  quality  to  the  hist.  Leather-stocking  and  Mohegan  had 
alone  drawn  aside  to  their  youthful  companion  ;  and,  although 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  such  a  throng,  the  followin«^  con- 
versation was  ht'ard  only  by  those  who  were  interested  in  it. 

*' I  have  grt'atly  injured  you,  Mr.  Edwards,"  said  the  Judge; 
but  the  sudden  and  inexj)licable  start,  with  which  the  person 
Rpoken  to  received  this  unexpected  address,  caused  him  to  pause 
a  moment.  As  no  answer  was  given,  and  the  strong  emotion 
exhibited  in  the  countenance  of  the  youth  gradually  ptu^sed 
aw.iy,  he  continued — "  l^ut,  fortunately,  it  is  in  some  measure 
in  my  power  to  com|)ensate  you  for  what  I  have  done.  My 
kinsman,  Richard  Jones,  has  received  Jin  appointment  that  will, 
in  future,  de])rive  me  of  his  assistance,  and  leaves  me,  just  now, 
destitute  of  one  who  might  i^reatly  aid  ine  with  his  pen.  Your 
manner,  notwithstanding  a|>jKaraiice8,  is  a  sufficient  pi'oof  of 
your  education,  nor  will  thy  shoulder  sutler  thee  to  labor,  for 
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some  time  to  come.^  (Marmaduke  insensibly  relapsed  into  the 
language  of  the  Friends  as  he  grew  warm.)  **  My  doors  are 
open  to  thee,  my  young  friend,  for  in  this  infant  country  we 
harbor  no  suspicions :  little  offering  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  the 
evil  disposed.  Become  my  assistant,  for  at  least  a  season,  and 
receive  such  compensation  as  thy  services  will  deserve.'* 

There  was  nothing  in  the  manner  or  the  offer  of  the  Judge 
to  justify  the  reluctance,  amounting  nearly  to  loathing,  witli 
which  the  youth  listened  to  his  speech :  but  after  a  powerful 
effort  for  self-command,  he  replied — 

"  I  would  serve  you,  sir,  or  any  other  man,  for  an  honest 
support,  for  I  do  not  affect  to  conceal  that  my  necessities  are 
very  great,  even  beyond  w^hat  appearances  would  indicate ;  but 
I  am  fearful  that  such  new  duties  would  interfere  too  much 
with  more  important  business:  so  that  I  must  decHne  your 
offer,  and  depend  on  my  rifle,  as  before,  for  subsistence." 

Richard  here  took  occasion  to  whisper  to  the  young  lady, 
who  had  shrunk  a  little  from  the  foreground  of  the  picture— 

"  This,  you  see,  cousin  Bess,  is  the  natural  reluctance  of  a 
half-breed  to  leave  the  savage  state.  Their  attachment  to  a 
wandering  life  is,  I  verily  believe,  unconquerable." 

"  It  is  a  precarious  life,"  observed  Marmaduke,  without  hearing 
the  Sheriff's  observation,  "  and  one  that  brings  more  enls  with 
it  than  present  suffering.  Trust  me,  young  fiiend,  my  expe- 
rience is  greater  than  thine,  when  I  tell  thee,  that  the  unsettled 
life  of  these  hunters  is  of  vast  disadvantage  for  temporal  pur- 
poses, and  it  totally  removes  one  from  the  influence  of  more 
Racred  things." 

"  No,  no.  Judge,"  interrupted  the  Leather-stocking,  who  was 
hitherto  unseen,  or  disregarded ;  "  take  him  into  your  shanty 
in  welcome,  but  tell  him  truth.  I  have  lived  in  the  woods  for 
forty  long  years,  and  have  spent  ^ve  at  a  time  without  seeing 
the  light  of  a  clearing  bigger  than  a  wind-row  in  the  trees  ;  and 
I  should  like  to  know  where  you'll  find  a  man,  in  his  sixty- 
eighth  year,  who  can  get  an  easier  living,  for  all  your  better- 
ments and  your   deer-laws :   and,   as  for  honesty,   or  doing 
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what'8  right  between  man  and  man,  Til  not  turn  my  back  to 
the  longest  winded  deacon  on  your  Patent." 

"Thou  art  an  exception,  Leather-stocking,"  returned  the 
Judge,  nodding  good-naturedly  at  the  hunter ;  "  for  thou  hast 
a  temperance  unusual  in  thy  class,  and  a  hardihood  exceeding 
thy  years.  But  this  youth  is  made  of  materials  too  precious  to 
be  wasted  in  the  forest.  I  entreat  thee  to  join  my  family,  if  it 
be  but  till  thy  arm  be  healed.  My  daughter  here,  who  is 
mistress  of  my  dwelling,  will  tell  thee  that  thou  art  welcome.*' 

**  Certainly,"  said  Elizabeth,  whose  earnestness  was  a  little 
checked  by  female  reserve.  **  The  unfortunate  would  be  wel- 
come at  any  time,  but  doubly,  so  when  we  feel  that  we  have 
occasioned  the  evil  ourselves." 

"  Yes,"  said  Richard,  "  and  if  you  relish  turkey,  young  man, 
there  are  plenty  in  the  coops,  and  of  the  best  kind,  I  can 
assure  you." 

Finding  himself  thus  ably  seconded,  Marmaduke  pushed  his 
advantage  to  the  utmost.  He  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  duties 
that  would  attend  the  situation,  and  circumstantially  mentioned 
the  reward,  and  all  those  points  which  are  deemed  of  impor- 
tance among  men  of  business.  The  youth  listened  in  extreme 
agitation.  There  was  an  evident  contest  in  his  feelings ;  at 
times  he  appeared  to  wish  eagerly  for  the  change,  and  then 
again  the  incomprehensible  expression  of  disgust  would  cross 
his  features,  like  a  dark  cloud  obscunng  a  noonday  sun. 

The  Indian,  in  whose  manner  the  depression  of  self-abasement 
was  most  powerfully  exhibited,  listened  to  the  offers  of  the 
Judge  with  an  interest  that  increased  with  each  syllable.  Gra- 
dually he  drew  nigher  to  the  group  ;  and  when,  with  his  keen 
glance,  he  detected  the  most  marked  evidence  of  yielding  in  the 
countenance  of  his  young  companion,  he  changed  at  once  from 
his  attitude  and  look  of  shame  to  the  front  of  an  Indian  warrior, 
and  moving,  with  great  dignity,  closer  to  the  parties,  he  spoke — 

"  Listen  to  your  Father,"  he  said  ;  "  his  words  are  old.     Let 

the  Young  Eagle  and  the  Great  Land  Chief  eat  together ;  let 

tliem  sleep,  without  fear,  near  each  other.     The  children  of 

10* 
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Miquon  love  not  blood ;  they  are  just,  and  will  do  right  The 
Bun  must  rise  and  set  often,  before  men  can  make  one  family ; 
it  is  not  the  work  of  a  day,  but  of  many  winters.  The  Mingoes 
and  the  Delawares  are  born  enemies ;  their  blood  can  never 
mix  in  the  wigwam  :  it  never  will  run  in  the  same  stream  in 
the  battle.  What  makes  the  brother  of  Miquon  and  the  Young 
Ejiglo  foes  ?  They  are  of  the  same  tribe :  their  fathers  and 
mothers  are  one.  Learn  to  wait,  my  son :  you  are  a  Delaware, 
and  an  Indian  warrior  knows  how  to  be  patient." 

Tliis  figurative  address  seemed  to  have  great  weight  with 
the  young  man,  who  gradually  yielded  to  the  representations  of 
Marmaduke,  and  eventually  consented  to  his  proposal.  It  wa% 
however,  to  be  an  experiment  only ;  and  if  either  of  the  parties 
thought  tit  to  rescind  the  engagement,  it  was  left  at  his  option 
80  to  do.  The  remarkable  and  ill-concealed  reluctance  of  the 
youth  to  accei)t  of  an  offer,  which  most  men  in  his  situation 
would  consider  as  an  unhoped-fur  elevation,  occasioned  no  little 
surprise  in  those  to  whom  he  was  a  stranger;  and  it  left  a 
slight  impression  to  his  disadvantage.  When  the  parties  sepa- 
rated, they  very  naturally  made  the  subject  the  topic  of  a  conver- 
sation, which  we  shall  rehite  ;  first  commencing  with  the  Judge, 
his  daughter,  and  Richard,  who  were  slowly  pursuing  the  way 
back  to  the  Mansion-house. 

"  I  have  surely  endeavored  to  remember  the  holy  mandates 
of  our  Redeemer,  when  he  bids  us  *  love  them  who  despitefully 
use  you,'  in  my  intercourse  with  this  incomprehensible  boy," 
said  Marmaduke.  '*  I  know  not  what  there  is  in  my  dwelling 
to  frighten  a  lad  of  his  years,  unless  it  may  be  thy  presence  and 
visage,  Bess." 

"  No,  no,"  said  Richard,  with  great  simplicity ;  "  it  is  not 
cousin  Bess.  But  when  did  you  ever  know  a  half-breed,  'duke, 
who  could  bear  civilization  ?  For  that  matter,  they  are  worse 
than  the  savages  themselves?  Did  you  notice  how  knock- 
kneed  he  stood,  Elizabeth,  and  what  a  wild  look  he  had  in  his 
eyes  ?" 

"I  heeded  not  his  eyes,  nor  bis  knees,  which  would  be  all 
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die  better  for  a  little  humbling.  Keally,  my  dear  air,  I  think 
you  did  exercise  the  Christian  virtue  of  patience  to  the  utmost 
I  was  disgustf:d  with  his  aii-s,  long  before  he  consented  to  make 
one  of  our  family.  Truly,  we  are  much  honored  by  the  associ- 
ation I  In  what  apartment  is  he  to  be  placed,  sir ;  and  at  what 
table  is  he  to  receive  his  nectar  and  ambrosi;i  ?"  ^ 

"  With  Ik'tijamin  and  Remarkable,"  interrupted  Mr.  Jones  ; 
**you  surely  would  not  make  the  youth  eat  with  the  blacks! 
IJe  is  part  Indian,  it  is  true  ;  but  the  natives  hold  the  negroes 
in  great  contempt.  No,  no ;  he  would  starve  before  he  would 
break  a  crust  with  the  neiifroes." 

"I  am  but  too  happy,  Dickon,  to  tempt  him  to  eat  wilh  our- 
selves," said  Marmaduke,  "  to  think  of  otlering  even  the  indig- 
nity you  propose." 

"  Then,  sir,"  said  Elizabeth,  with  an  air  thai  was  slightly 
affected,  as  if  submitting  to  her  father's  orders  in  opposition  to 
her  own  will,  "  it  is  your  })lc;usure  that  ho  be  a  gentleman." 

"Certainlv  ;  he  is  to  fill  the  sUition  of  one.  Let  him  receive 
the  treatment  that  is  due  to  his  place,  until  wo  find  him 
unworthy  of  it." 

"  Well,  well,  'duke,"  cried  the  Sheriff,  "  you  will  find  it  no 
easy  matter  to  make  a  gentleman  of  him.  The  old  proverb 
says  *  that  it  takes  three  generations  to  make  a  gentleman.' 
There  was  my  father,  whom  everybody  knew ;  my  grandfather 
wjus  an  M.D.,  and  his  father  a  I).I>. ;  and  his  father  came  from 
England.  I  never  could  come  at  the  truth  of  his  origin  ;  but 
he  was  either  a  great  merchant  in  London,  or  a  great  country 
lawyer,  or  the  youngest  son  of  a  bishoj)." 

"Here  is  a  true  American  ijenealofrv  for  vou,"  said 
Marmaduke,  laughing.  "  It  does  very  well  till  you  get  across 
the  water,  where,  as  everything  is  obscure,  it  is  certain  to  deal 
in  the  superlative.  You  are  sure  that  your  English  progenitor 
was  great,  Dickon,  whatever  his  profession  might  have 
been  ?" 

"  To  be  sure  I  am,"  returned  the  other.  "  I  have  heard  mv 
old  aunt  talk  of  him  by  the  month.     We  are  of  a  good  family, 
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Judge   Tein]>le,    and   have 
Rtalions  in  life." 

"  I  marvel  that  you  should  be  satisfied  witli  so  snuity  a 
]»rovBion  of  gentility  in  the  olden  time,  Dickon.  Most  of 
llio  Ainerican  genealogists  cimmence  their  traditioos,  like  the 
sIorittB  for  children,  with  three  brolhera,  taking  especial  care 
that  one  of  the  triumvirate  shall  bo  tbe  progenitor  of  any  of 
the  sanio  name  who  may  happen  Jlo  bo  better  furnished  with 
worldly  gear  than  themselves.  But,  here  all  are  equal  who 
know  how  to  conduct  themselves  with  propriety ;  luad  Oliver 
Edwards  come*  into  my  family  on  a  footing  with  both  the  High 
Sheriff  and  the  Judge." 

"Well,  'duke,  I  call  this  democracy,  not  I'epublicani^^ni ;  but 
I  say  nothing;  only  let  him  keep  witliin  the  taw,  or  1  shall  show 
him  that  the  freedom  of  even  this  country  is  under  wholesome 
restrmrt." 

"  Surely,  llit-kon,  you  will  not  exeente  till  I  condemn  !     lint 
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ooDsented  to  serve  Marmaduke  Temple, — to  be  an  inmate  in 
Uie  dwelling  of  the  greatest  enemy  of  my  race ;  yet  what 
better  could  I  do  ?  The  servitude  cannot  be  long ;  and  when 
the  motive  for  submitting  to  it  ceases  to  exist,  I  will  shake  it 
off,  like  the  dust  from  my  feet.'' 

^'Is  he  a  Mingo,  that  you  will  call  him  enemy  ?**  said 
Mohegan.  *'  The  Delaware  warrior  sits  still,  and  waits  the 
time  of  the  Great  Spirit.  He  is  no  woman,  to  cry  out  like 
a  child." 

"  Well,  I'm  mistrustful,  John,"  said  Leather-stocking,  in 
whose  air  there  had  been,  during  the  whole  business,  a  strong 
expression  of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  "  They  say  that  there's 
new  laws  in  the  land,  and  I  am  sartain  that  there's  new  ways 
in  the  mountains.  One  hardly  knows  the  lakes  and  streams, 
they've  altered  the  country  so  much.  I  must  say  I'm 
mistrustful  of  such  smooth  speakers  ;  for  I've  known  the  whites 
talk  fair  when  they  wanted  the  Indian  lands  most  This  I  will 
say,  though  I'm  white  myself,  and  was  born  nigh  York,  and  of 
honest  parents,  too.'' 

"  I  will  submit,"  said  the  youth ;  "  I  will  forget  who  I  am. 
Cease  to  remember,  old  Mohegan,  that  I  am  the  descendant  of 
a  Delaware  chief,  who  once  was  master  of  these  noble  hills, 
these  beautiful  vales,  and  of  this  water  over  which  we  tread. 
Yes,  yes ;  I  will  become  his  bondsman — his  slave.  Is  it  not  an 
honorable  servitude,  old  man  ?" 

"  Old  man  !"  rep'iated  the  Indian,  solemnly,  and  pausing  in 
his  walk,  as  usual,  when  nmch  excited :  "  yes ;  John  is  old. 
Son  of  my  brother !  if  Mohegan  was  young,  when  would  his 
rifle  be  still  ?  Where  would  the  deer  hide,  and  he  not  find 
him  ?  But  John  is  old  ;  his  hand  is  the  hand  of  a  squaw ;  his 
tomahawk  is  a  hatchet ;  brooms  and  baskets  are  his  enemies — 
he  strikes  no  other.  Hunger  and  old  age  come  together.  See, 
Hawk-eye  !  when  young,  he  would  go  days  and  eat  nothing ; 
but  should  he  not  put  the  brush  on  the  fire  now,  the  blaze 
would  go  out.  Take  the  son  of  Miquon  by  the  hand,  and  be 
will  help  you." 
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"Fm  not  the  man  I  was,  Pll  own,  ChingacLgook."  returned 
the  Leather-stocking ;  "  but  I  can  go  without  a  mea)  now,  on 
occasion.  When  we  tracked  tlie  Iroquois  through  the  *  Beech 
woods.'  they  drove  tlie  game  afore  them,  for  I  hadnH  a  morsel 
to  eat  from  Monday  morning  come  Wednesday  sundown  ;  and 
then  I  shot  as  fat  a  buck,  on  the  Pennsylvany  line,  as  ever 
mortal  laid  eyes  on.  It  would  have  done  your  heart  good  to 
have  seen  the  Delaware  eat;  for  I  was  out  scouting  and 
skrimmaging  with  llieir  tril>e  at  the  time.  Lord!  the  Indians, 
lad,  lay  still,  and  just  waited  till  Providence  should  send  them 
their  game ;  but  I  foraged  alx>ut,  and  put  a  deer  up,  and  put  him 
down  too,  afore  he  luxd  made  a  dozen  jumps.  I  was  too  weak 
and  too  ravenous  to  stoj)  for  his  flesh  ;  so  I  took  a  good  drink 
of  his  blood,  and  the  Indians  ate  of  his  meat  raw.  John  was 
there,  and  John  knows.  But  then  starvation  would  be  apt  to 
be  too  much  for  me  now,  I  will  own,  though  I'm  no  great  eater 
at  any  time." 

"  Enough  is  said,  my  friends,"  cried  the  youth.  "  I  feel  that 
everywhere  the  sacrifice  is  required  at  my  hands,  and  it  shall 
be  made  ;  but  say  no  more,  1  entreat  yon  ;  I  cannot  bear  this 
subject  now." 

His  com))anions  were  silent ;  and  they  soon  reached  the  hut, 
which  they  entei*ed,  afu-r  removing  certiiin  complicated  and 
ingenious  fastening,  that  were  put  there  apj)arently  to  guard  a 
property  of  but  v<'ry  little  value.  Immense  pih-s  of  snow  lay 
against  the  log  walls  of  this  secludinl  habitation,  on  one  side ; 
while  fragments  of  small  trees,  and  branches  of  oak  and 
chestnut,  that  had  been  torn  from  their  parent  stems  by  the 
winds,  were  thrown  into  a  |>ile,  on  the  other.  A  small  column 
of  smoke  rose  through  a  chimney  of  sticks,  cemented  with  clay, 
along  the  side  of  the  rock  ;  and  had  marked  the  snow  above 
with  its  dark  tinges,  in  a  wavy  line,  from  the  point  of  emission 
to  another,  where  the  hill  receded  from  the  brow  of  a  precipice, 
and  held  a  soil  that  nourished  trees  of  a  gigantic  growth,  that 
overhung  the  Httle  bottom  Iwneath. 

The   remainder   of    the   day   passed   off  as  such  days  are 
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jiily  spent  in  a  new  country.  Tlio  stttlers  tlironged  to 
the  ac«d«iiiy  ngain,  to  witrjtws  tlie  Bti:otid  effort  of  Mr.  (iniiit; 
and  MoliegiiD  was  one  of  his  bearers.  But,  nutuitlistiiiiiliDg 
the  Divine  fixed  his  eyes  intently  on  the  Indiiiii,  when  he 
invited  hia  congregation  to  advance  to  the  table,  (he  nhanic  of 
last  night's  abasement  was  yet  too  keen  in  ttia  old  chief  tu 
suffer  him  to  move. 

When  the  ])eo]>lc  were  dispersing,  the  clouds  tliat  had  been 
gathering  all  tlie  morning,  were  dense  and  dirty ;  and  before 
half  of  llie  curious  congregation  liad  reached  tlieir  difierent 
cabins,  Ihiit  were  placed  in  every  glen  and  hollow  of  tha 
mountains,  or  perclied  on  the  summils  of  the  hills  themselves, 
the  rain  was  fulling  in  torrentf^.  The  dark  edges  of  the  stumps 
began  to  exhibit  themselves,  as  the  snow  settled  rapidly  ;  the 
fences  of  logs  and  brush,  which  Wfore  had  been  only  traced  by 
long  lines  of  white  moimdH,  that  ran  across  the  valley  and  up 
the  mountains,  ])ee|>ed  mil  from  their  covering,  and  the  black 
stubs  were  tnomenturilv  beeoniing  more  distinct,  as  large  masses 
of  snow  and  ice  fell  from  their  side»,  under  the  inlluenoc  of  the 
thaw. 

Sheltered  in  the  warm  hall  of  her  father's  comfortabk 
mansion,  Elizalii'lh,  accompanied  by  Louisa  Grjint,  looked 
abroad  with  admiration  at  the  ever-varying  face  of  things 
without.  E(en  the  village,  which  had  just  b"-fore  been 
glittering  with  the  color  of  the  frozen  element,  reluctantly 
dropped  its  niask,  and  the  houses  exposed  their  daik  roo& 
and  snioked  chiumevs.  1'he  pines  shook  off  the  covering 
af  snow,  and  everythiu'^  seemed  to  be  assuming  its  proper  hoe, 
witli  a  transition  that  bordered  oti  the  supernatural. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


And  yet,  poor  Edwin  was  no  vulgar  boy. 

Bkattib. 


The  close  of  Christmas  day,  A.  D.  1793,  was  tempestuous, 
but  comparatively  warm.  When  darkness  had  again  hid  the 
objects  in  the  village  from  the  gaze  of  Elizabeth,  she  turned 
from  the  window,  where  she  had  remained  while  the  least 
vestige  of  light  lingered  over  the  tops  of  the  dark  pines,  with 
a  curiosity  that  was  rather  excited  than  apj)eased  by  the 
passing  glimpses  of  woodland  scenery  that  she  had  caught 
during  the  day. 

With  her  arm  locked  in  that  of  Miss  Grant,  the  young 
mistress  of  the  mansion  walked  slowly  up  and  down  tlie  hall, 
musing  on  scenes  that  were  rapidly  recurring  to  her  memory, 
and  possibly  dwelling,  at  times,  in  the  sanctuary  of  her 
thoughts,,  on  the  strange  occurrences  that  had  led  to  the  intro* 
duction  to  her  father's  family,  of  one,  whose  manners  so 
singularly  contradicted  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  his 
situation.  The  expiring  heat  of  the  apartment, — for  its  great 
size  required  a  day  to  reduce  its  temperature, — had  given  to 
her  cheeks  a  bloom  that  exceeded  their  natural  color,  while  the 
mild  and  melancholy  features  of  Louisa  were  brightened  with 
a  faint  tinge,  that,  like  the  hectic  of  disease,  gave  a  painful 
interest  to  her  beauty. 

The  eyes  of  the  gentlem.M),  who  were  yet  seated  around  the 
rich  wines  of  Judge  Temple,  frequently  wandered  from  the 
table,  that  was  placed  at  one  end  of  the  hall,  to  the  forms  that 
were  silently  moving  over  its  length.  Much  mirth,  and  that, 
at  times,  of  a  boisterous  kind,  proceeded  from  the  mouth  of 
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Richard ;  but  Major  Hartmann  was  not  yet  excited  to  his  pitch 
of  merriment,  and  Marmaduke  respected  the  presence  of  his 
clerical  guest  too  much,  to  indulge  in  even  the  innocent  humor 
that  formed  no  small  ingredient  in  his  character. 

Such  were,  and  such  continued  to  be,  the  pursuits  of  the 
party,  for  half  an  hour  after  the  shutters  were  closed,  and 
candles  were  placed  in  various  parts  of  the  hall,  as  substitutes 
for  the  departing  daylight.  The  appearance  of  Benjamin, 
staggering  under  the  burden  of  an  armful  of  wood,  was  the 
first  interruption  to  the  scene. 

"  How  now,  Master  Pump  I "  roared  the  newly  appointed 
sheriff;  "  is  there  not  warmth  enough  in  'duke's  best  Madeira 
to  keep  up  the  animal  heat  through  this  thaw  ?  Remember, 
old  boy,  that  the  Judge  is  particular  with  his  beech  and  maple, 
beginning  to  dread  already  a  scarcity  of  the  precious  articles. 
Ha !  ha !  ha !  'duke,  you  are  a  good,  warm-hearted  relation, 
I  will  own,  as  in  duty  bound,  but  you  have  some  queer  notions 
about  you,  after  all.  *  Come  let  us  be  jolly,  and  cast  away 
folly.' " 

The  notes  gradually  sank  into  a  hum,  while  the  major-domo 
threw  down  his  load,  and  turning  to  his  interrogator  with  an 
air  of  earnestness,  replied — 

"  Why,  look  you,  Squire  Dickens,  mayhap  there's  a  warm 
latitude  round  about  the  table  there,  thof  it's  not  the  stuff  to 
raise  the  heat  in  my  body,  neither ;  the  raal  Jamaiky  being  the 
only  thing  to  do  that,  besides  good  wood,  or  some  such  matter 
as  Newcastle  coal.  But,  if  I  know  anything  of  weather,  d'ye 
see,  it's  time  to  be  getting  all  snug,  and  for  putting  the  ports  in, 
and  stirring  the  fires  a  bit.  Mayhap  I've  not  followed  the  seas 
twenty-seven  years,  and  lived  another  seven  in  these  here  woods- 
for  nothing,  gemmen." 

"  Why,  does  it  bid  fair  for  a  change  in  the  weather,  Benja- 
min ? "  inquired  the  master  of  the  house. 

"  There's  a  shift  of  wind,  your  honor,"  returned  the  steward ; 
"  and  when  there's  a  shift  of  wind,  you  may  look  for  a  change 
in  this  here  climate.     I  was  aboard  of  one  of  Rodney^s  fieet| 


280  T  H  K      I'  I  O  N  E  E  R  8  . 

d'ye  see,  about  the  time  we  licked  De  Grasse,  Mounsiieer  Ler 
Quaw^s  couiitrynmii,  there ;  uud  the  wind  was  here  at  the 
Bouth'ard  and  eastward ;  and  I  was  below,  mixing  a  toothful  of 
hot  RtufF  for  the  ai]»tain  of  marines,  who  dined,  d'ye  see,  in  the 
cabin,  that  there  very  same  day ;  and  I  supj^ose  he  wanted  to 
put  out  the  CHj)UiiiiV  fire  with  a  gunroom  ingyne :  fmd  so,  just 
as  I  got  it  to  my  own  Hking,  after  tasting  pretty  often,  for  the 
soldier  was  diflicult  to  jjIwirc,  flap  came  the  foresail  ag'in  the 
mast,  whiz  went  the  sliip  round  on  her  heel,  like  a  whiriigig. 
And  a  lucky  thing  was  it  that  our  helm  was  down ;  for  as  she 
gathered  stiimway  she  paid  off,  which  was  more  than  every  ship 
in  the  fleet  did,  or  could  do.  liut  she  strained  herself  in  the 
trough  of  the  sea,  and  she  shij)})ed  a  deal  of  water  over  her 
quarter.  I  never  swallowed  so  much  clear  water  at  a  time  in 
my  life,  as  I  did  then,  for  I  wtis  looking  up  the  after-hatch  at 
the  instant.'* 

**  I  wonder,  Benjamin,  that  you  did  not  die  with  a  dropsy  I " 
said  Marmaduke. 

"I  mought.  Judge,"  said  the  old  tar,  with  a  broad  grin;  "but 
there  was  no  need  of  the  med'cine  chest  for  a  cure  ;  for,  as  I 
thought  the  brew  was  spoilt  for  the  marine's  taste,  and  there 
was  no  telling  when  another  sea  might  come  and  sjwil  it  for 
mine,  I  finished  the  mug  on  the  spot.  So  then  all  hands 
was  called  to  the  pumps,  and  there  we  began  to  ply  the 
pumjKS " 

"  Well,  but  the  weather  ?  "  interrupted  Marmaduke  ;  "  what 
of  the  weather  without  doors  ? " 

**  Why,  here  the  wind  has  b«*en  all  day  at  the  south,  and 
now  there's  a  lull,  as  if  the  hist  blast  was  out  of  the  bellows ; 
and  there's  a  streak  along  the  mountains,  to  the  north'ard,  that, 
just  now,  wasn't  widor  than  the  bi;;ness  of  your  hand  ;  and 
then  the  clouds  drive  afore  it  as  you'd  brail  a  mainsail,  and  the 
sUirs  are  heaving  in  sight,  like  so  many  lights  and  beacons,  put 
there  to  warn  us  to  pile  on  the  wood ;  and,  if-so-lx?  that  I'm  a 
judge  of  weather,  it's  getting  to  be  time  to  build  on  a  fire ;  or 
rou'Il  have  half  of  them  there  j)orter  bottles,  and  them  dimmy- 
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Johns  of  wine,  in  the  locker  here,  breaking  with  the  frost,  afore 
the  morning  watch  is  called." 

"  Thou  art  a  prudent  sentinel,"  said  the  Judge.  "  Act  thy 
pleasure  with  the  forests,  for  this  night  at  least." 

Benjamin  did  as  he  was  ordered  ;  nor  had  two  hours  ela[>sed, 
before  the  prudence  of  his  procjiutions  beciime  very  visible.  The 
south  wind  had,  indeed,  blown  itself  out,  and  it  was  succeeded 
by  the  cahnness  that  usually  gave  warning  of  a  serious  change 
in  the  weather.  Lontj  before  the  family  retired  to  rest,  the  cold 
had  become  cuttingly  severe ;  and  when  Monsieur  Le  Quoi 
sallied  forth,  under  a  bright  moon,  to  seek  his  own  abode,  he 
was  compelled  to  beg  a  blanket,  in  which  he  might  envelop  his 
form,  in  addition  to  the  numerous  garments  that  his  sagacity 
had  provided  for  the  occasion.  The  divine  and  his  daughter 
remained  as  imnates  of  the  Mansion-house  during  the  night, 
and  the  excess  of  last  night's  merriment  induced  the  gentlemen 
to  make  an  early  retri-at  to  their  s«?veral  ai)artment9.  Long 
before  midnight,  the  whole  family  were  invisible. 

Elizabeth  and  her  friend  had  not  yet  lost  their  senses  in  sleep, 
when  the  howlinirs  of  the  north-west  wind  were  heard  around  the 
buildings,  and  brought  with  them  that  exquisite  sense  of  com- 
fort that  is  ever  excited  under  such  circumstances,  in  an 
a])artment  where  the  tire  has  not  yet  ceased  to  glimmer;  and 
curtains,  and  shutters,  and  feathers,  unite  to  j^reserve  the  desired 
temperature.  Once,  just  iis  her  eyes  had  opened,  a|>parently  in 
the  last  stage  of  drowsiness,  the  roaring  winds  brought  with 
them  a  loFig  and  plaintive  howl,  that  seemed  too  wild  for  a  dog, 
and  yet  resembled  the  cric^  of  that  faithful  animal,  when  night 
awakens  his  vigilance,  and  gives  sweetness  and  solemnity  to  his 
alarms.  The  form  of  Ix)uisa  Grant  instinctively  pressed  nearer 
to  that  of  the  young  heiress,  who,  finding  her  companion  was 
yet  awake,  said,  in  a  low  tone,  as  if  afraid  to  break  a  charm 
with  her  voice — 

"  Those  distant  cries  are  plaintive,  and  even  bc^nutifiil.  Can 
they  be  the  hounds  from  the  hut  of  Ix*ather-stotiking  ?" 

"  They  are  wolves,  who  have  ventured  from  the  mountain,  on 
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the  lake,**  whispered  Louisa,  **  and  who  are  only  kept  from  the 
village  hy  the  lights.  One  night,  since  we  have  heen  here, 
hunger  drove  them  to  our  very  door.  Oh,  what  a  dreadful 
night  it  was !  But  the  riches  of  Judge  Temple  have  given 
him  too  many  safeguards,  to  leave  room  for  fear  in  this 
house." 

"  The  enterprise  of  Judge  Temple  is  taming  the  very 
forests ! "  exclaimed  Elizabeth,  throwing  off  the  covering,  and 
partly  rising  in  the  b^d.  "  How  rapidly  is  civilization  treading 
on  the  footsteps  of  nature  !  "  she  continued,  as  her  eye  glanced 
over,  not  only  the  comforts,  but  the  luxuries  of  her  apartm^t, 
and  her  ear  again  listened  to  the  distant,  but  often  repeated 
howls  from  the  lake.  Finding,  however,  that  the  timidity  of 
her  companion  rendered  the  sounds  painful  to  her,  Elizabeth 
resumed  her  place,  and  soon  forgot  the  changes  in  the  country, 
with  those  in  her  own  condition,  in  a  deep  sleep. 

The  following  morning,  the  noise  of  the  female  servant,  who 
entered  the  apartment  to  light  the  fire,  awoke  the  females. 
They  arose,  and  finished  the  slight  preparations  of  their  toilets 
in  a  clear,  cold  atmosphere,  that  penetrated  through  all  the 
defences  of  even  Miss  Temple's  warm  room.  When  Elizabeth 
was  attired,  she  approached  a  window  and  drew  its  curtain,  and 
throwing  open  its  shutters,  she  endeavored  to  look  abroad  on 
the  village  and  the  lake.  But  a  thick  covering  of  frost,  on  the 
glass,  while  it  admitted  the  light,  shut  out  the  view.  She  raised 
the  sash,  and  then,  indeed,  a  glorious  scene  met  her  delighted 
eye. 

The  lake  had  exchanged  its  covering  of  unspotted  snow  for  a 
face  of  dark  ice,  that  reflected  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  like  a 
polished  mirror.  The  houses  were  clothed  in  a  dress  of  the 
same  description,  but  which,  owing  to  its  position,  shone  like 
bright  steel ;  while  the  enormous  icicles,  that  were  pendent  from 
every  roof,  caught  the  brilliant  light,  apparently  throwing  it  from 
one  to  the  other,  as  each  glittered,  on  the  side  next  the  luminary, 
with  a  golden  lustre,  that  melted  away,  on  its  opposite,  into  the 
dusky  shades  of  a  background.      But  it  was  the  appearance 
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of  the  boundless  forests  that  covered  the  hills  as  they  rose,  in 
the  distance,  one  over  the  other,  that  most  attracted  the  gaze  of 
Miss  Temple.  The  huge  branches  of  the  pines  and  hemlocks 
bent  with  the  weight  of  the  ice  they  supported,  while  their 
summits  rose  above  the  sweUing  tops  of  the  oaks,  beeches,  and 
maples,  like  spires  of  burnished  silver  issuing  from  domes  of  the 
same  material.  The  limits  of  the  view,  in  the  west,  were  marked 
by  an  undulating  outline  of  bright  light,  as  if,  reversing  the 
order  of  nature,  numberless  suns  might  momentarily  be  expected 
to  heave  above  the  horizon.  In  the  foreground  of  the  picture, 
along  the  shores  of  the  lake,  and  near  to  the  village,  each  tree 
seemed  studded  with  diamonds.  Even  the  sides  of  the  moun- 
tains where  the  rays  of  the  sun  could  not  yet  fall,  were  decorated 
with  a  glassy  coat,  that  presented  every  gradation  of  brilliancy, 
from  the  first  touch  of  the  luminary  to  the  dark  foliage  of  the  hem- 
lock, glistening  through  its  coat  of  crystal.  In  short,  the  whole 
view  was  one  scene  of  quivering  radiancy,  as  lake,  mountains, 
village,  and  woods,  each  emitted  a  portion  of  light,  tinged  with 
its  peculiar  hue,  and  varied  by  its  position  and  its  magnitude. 

"  See  !"  cried  Elizabeth — "  see,  Louisa :  hasten  to  the  window, 
and  observe  the  miraculous  change  !" 

Miss  Grant  complied  ;  and,  after  bending  for  a  moment  in 
silence,  from  the  opening,  she  observed,  in  a  low  tone,  as  if  afraid 
to  trust  the  sound  of  her  voice — 

"  The  change  is  indeed  wonderful !  I  am  surprised  that  he 
should  be  able  to  effect  it  so  soon." 

Elizabeth  turned  in  amazement,  to  hear  so  sceptical  a  senti- 
ment from  one  educated  like  her  companion  ;  but  was  surprised 
to  find  that,  instead  of  looking  at  the  view,  the  mild  blue  eyes 
of  Miss  Grant  were  dwelling  on  the  form  of  a  well-dressed  young 
man,  who  was  standing  before  the  door  of  the  building,  in  earnest 
conversation  with  her  father.  A  second  look  was  necessary, 
before  she  was  able  to  recognise  the  person  of  the  young  hunter, 
in  a  plain,  but  assuredly,  the  ordinary,  garb  of  a  gentleman. 

**  Everything  in  this  magical  country  seems  to  border  on  the 
marvellous,"  said  Elizabeth ;  ^*  and  among  all  the  changes,  this 
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18  certainly  not  the  least  wonilerful.     The  actors  are  as  unique 
as  the  scenory." 

Miss  Gnint  colored,  and  drew  in  her  head. 

"I  am  a  simple  country  girl,  Miss  Temple,  and  I  am  afraid 
you  will  find  me  but  a  poor  companion,"  she  said.  "  I — I  am 
not  sure  that  I  undersUmd  all  you  say.  But  1  really  thought 
that  you  wished  me  to  notice  the  alteration  in  Mr.  Edwards.  Is 
it  not  more  wonderful  when  we  recollect  his  origin  ?  They  say 
he  is  part  Indian." 

**  He  is  a  genteel  savage  :  but  let  us  go  down,  and  give  the 
Sachem  his  tea ; — for  I  suppose  he  is  a  descendant  of  King 
Philip,  if  not  a  grandson  of  Pocahontas." 

The  ladies  were  met  in  the  hall  by  Judge  Temple,  who  took 
his  daughter  i4side  to  apprise  her  of  that  alteration  in  the 
appearance  of  their  new  inmate,  with  which  she  was  already 
acquainted. 

"  He  appears  reluctant  to  converse  on  his  former  situation," 
continued  M;irmaduke ;  ''  but  I  gather  from  his  discourse,  as  is 
apparent  from  his  manner,  that  he  has  seen  better  days ;  and 
I  really  am  inclining  to  the  opinion  of  Richard,  as  to  his  origin ; 
for  it  was  no  unusual  thing  for  the  Indian  agents  to  rear  their 
children  in  a  laudable  manner,  and " 

"  Very  well,  my  dear  sir,"  interrupted  his  daughter,  laughing 
and  averting  her  eyes  ;  "  it  is  all  well  enough,  I  dare  say  ;  but 
as  I  do  not  understand  a  word  of  the  Mohawk  language,  he 
must  be  content  to  speak  English ;  and  as  for  his  behavior,  I 
trust  to  your  discernment  to  control  it." 

"  Ay !  but,  Bess,"  said  the  Judge,  detaining  her  gently  with 
his  hand,  "  nothing  must  be  said  to  him  of  his  past  Hfe.  This 
he  has  begged  particularly  of  me,  as  a  favor.  He  is,  perhaps,  a 
little  soured,  just  now,  with  his  wounded  arm ;  the  injury  seems 
very  light,  and  another  time  he  may  be  more  communicative." 

"  Oh !  I  am  not  much  troubled,  sir,  with  that  laudable  thirst 
after  knowledge,  that  is  called  curiosity.  I  shall  believe  him  to 
he  the  child  of  Corn-stalk,  or  Corn-planter,  or  some  other 
renowned  chieftain ;  {)08sibly  of  the  Big  Snake  himself ;  and 
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shall  treat  him  as  such  until  he  sees  fit  to  shave  his  good-looking 
head,  borrow  some  lialf-dozen  pair  of  my  lx*st  ear-rings,  shoulder 
his  rifle  again,  and  disappear  as  suddenly  as  he  made  his 
entrance.  So  come,  my  dear  sir,  and  let  us  not  forget  the 
rites  of  hospitality,  for  the  short  time  he  is  to  remain  with  us." 

Judge  Temple  smiled  at  the  playfulness  of  his  child,  and 
taking  her  arm,  they  entered  the  breakfast  parlor,  where  the 
young  hunter  was  seated,  with  an  air  that  showed  his  determi- 
nation to  domesticate  himst'lf  in  the  family  with  as  little  parade 
as  possible. 

Such  were  the  incidents  that  led  to  this  extraordinary  increase 
in  the  family  of  Judge  Temple,  where,  having  once  estjiblished 
the  youth,  the  subject  of  our  t«ile  requires  us  to  leave  him,  for  a 
time,  to  pursue  with  diligence  and  intelligence  the  employments 
that  were  assigned  him  by  Marmaduke. 

Major  Ilarimann  made  his  customary  visit,  and  took  his  leave 
of  the  party  for  the  next  three  months.  Mr.  Grant  was  com- 
pelled to  be  al^sent  much  of  his  time,  in  remote  parts  of  the 
country,  and  his  dauj>;hter  became  almost  a  constant  visitor  at 
the  Mansion-house.  Richard  entered,  with  his  constitutional 
eagerness,  on  the  duties  of  his  new  office ;  and,  as  Marmaduke 
was  much  employed  with  th(»  consUint  a])plications  of  adven- 
turers for  farms,  the  winter  passed  swiftly  away.  The  lake  was 
a  princij>al  scene  for  the  amusements  of  the  young  people ; 
where  the  ladies,  in  their  one-horse  cutter,  driven  by  Richard, 
and  attended,  when  the  snow  would  admit  of  it,  by  young 
Edwards,  on  his  skates,  spent  many  hours,  taking  the  benefit 
of  exercise  in  the  clear  air  of  the  hills.  The  reserve  of  the  youth 
gradually  gave  way  to  time  and  his  situation,  though  it  was 
still  evident,  to  a  cUxse  observer,  that  he  had  frequent  moments 
of  bitter  and  intense  feeling. 

Eliziibeth  saw  many  large  openings  appear  in  the  sides  of  the 
mountains  during  the  three  succeeding  montlis,  where  diflferent 
settlers  had,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  "  made  their  pitch ;" 
while  the  numberless  sleighs  that  passed  through  the  village, 
loaded  with  wheat  and  barrels  of  pot-ashes,  afforded  a  dear 
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demonstration  that  all  these  labors  were  not  undertaken  in  vain. 
In  short,  the  whole  country  was  exhibiting  the  bustle  of  a 
thriving  settlement,  where  the  highways  were  thronged  with 
sleighs,  bearing  piles  of  rough  household  furniture ;  studded, 
here  and  there,  with  the  smiling  faces  of  women  and  children, 
happy  in  the  excitement  of  novelty ;  or  with  loads  of  produce, 
hastening  to  the  common  market  at  Albany,  that  served  as  so 
many  snares  to  induce  the  emigrants  to  enter  into  those  wild 
mountains  in  search  of  competence  and  happiness. 

Tlie  village  was  alive  with  business;  the  artisans  increasing 
in  wealth  with  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  each  day 
witnessing  some  nearer  approach  to  the  manners  and  usages  of 
an  old-settled  town.  The  man  who  carried  the  mail,  or  "  the 
post,'*  as  he  was  called,  talked  much  of  running  a  stage,  and, 
once  or  twice  during  the  winter,  he  was  seen  taking  a  single 
passenger,  in  his  cutter,  through  the  snow-banks,  towards  the 
Mohawk,  along  which  a  regular  vehicle  glided,  semi-weekly, 
with  the  velocity  of  lightning,  and  under  the  direction  of  a 
knowing  whip  from  the  "  down  countries."  Towards  spring, 
divers  families,  who  had  been  into  the  "  old  states,"  to  see  their 
relatives,  returned,  in  time  to  save  the  snow,  frequently  bringing 
with  them  whole  neighborhoods,  who  were  tempted  by  their 
representations  to  leave  the  farms  of  Connecticut  and  Massachu- 
setts, to  make  a  trial  of  fortune  in  the  woods. 

During  all  this  time,  Oliver  Edwards,  whose  sudden  elevation 
excited  no  surprise  in  that  changeful  country,  was  earnestly 
engaged  in  the  service  of  Marmaduke,  during  the  days  ;  but  his 
nights  were  often  spent  in  the  hut  of  Leather-stocking.  The 
intercourse  between  the  three  hunters  was  maintained  with  a 
certain  air  of  mystery,  it  is  true,  but  with  much  zeal  and 
apparent  interest  to  all  the  parties.  £ven  Mohegan  seldom 
came  to  the  Mansion-house,  and  Natty,  never ;  but  Edwards 
sought  every  leisure  moment  to  visit  his  former  abode,  from 
which  he  would  often  return  in  the  gloomy  hours  of  night, 
through  the  snow,  or,  if  detained  beyond  the  time  at  which  the 
&mily  retired  to  rest,  with  the  morning  sun.     These  visits  cer- 
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tainly  excited  much  speculation  in  those  to  whom  they  were 
known,  but  no  comments  were  made,  excepting  occasionally,  in 
whispers  from  Richard,  who  would  say — 

^*It  is  not  at  all  remarkable; — a  half-breed  can  never  be 
weaned  from  the  savage  ways — and  for  one  of  his  lineage,  the 
boy  is  much  nearer  civlization  than  could,  in  reason,  be 
expected/' 

11 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Avray  I  nor  let  me  loiter  in  my  song. 

For  we  have  many  a  mountain  path  to  tread.    BrmoTr. 

As  the  spring  gradually  approached,  the  immense  piles  of 
snow,  that  by  alternate  thaws  and  frosts,  and  repeated  storms, 
had  obtained  a  firmness  which  threatened  a  tiresome  durability, 
began  to  yield  to  the  influence  of  milder  breezes  and  a  warmer 
sun.  The  gates  of  Heaven  at  times  seemed  to  open,  and  a 
bland  air  diffused  itself  over  the  earth,  when  animate  and  inani- 
mate nature  would  awaken,  and,  for  a  few  hours,  the  gaiety  of 
spring  shone  in  every  eye,  and  smiled  on  every  field.  But  the 
shivering  blasts  from  the  north  would  carry  their  chill  influence 
over  the  scene  again,  and  the  dark  and  gloomy  clouds  that  inter- 
cepted the  rays  of  the  sun  were  not  more  cold  and  dreary  than 
the  reaction.  These  struggles  between  the  seasons  became 
daily  more  frequent,  while  the  earth,  like  a  victim  to  conten- 
tion, slowly  lost  the  animated  brilliancy  of  winter,  without  ob- 
taining the  aspect  of  spring. 

Several  weeks  were  consumed  in  this  cheerless  manner, 
during  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  gradually  changed 
their  pursuits  from  the  social  and  bustling  movements  of  the 
time  of  snow,  to  the  laborious  and  domestic  engagements  of  the 
coming  season.  The  village  was  no  longer  thronged  with 
visitors ;  the  trade,  that  had  enlivened  the  shops  for  several 
months,  began  to  disappear ;  the  highways  lost  their  shining 
coats  of  beaten  snow  in  impassable  sloughs,  and  were  deserted 
by  the  gay  and  noisy  travellers  who,  in  sleighs,  had,  during  the 
winter,  glided  along  their  windings ;  and,  in  short,  everything 
Beenied  indicative  of  a  mighty  change,  not  only  in  the  earth,  but 
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bi  those  who  derived  their  sources  of  comfort  and  happiness  from 
its  bosom. 

The  younger  members  of  the  family  in  the  Mansion-house,  of 
which  Louisa  Grant  was  now  habitually  one,  were  by  no  means 
indifferent  observers  of  these  fluctuating  and  tardy  changes. 
While  the  snow  rendered  the  roads  passable,  they  had  partaken 
largely  in  the  amusements  of  the  winter,  which  included  not 
only  daily  rides  over  the  mountains,  and  through  every  valley 
within  twenty  miles  of  them,  but  divers  ingenious  and  varied 
sources  of  pleasure,  on  the  bosom  of  their  frozen  lake.  There 
had  been  excursions  in  the  equipage  of  Richard,  when,  with  his 
four  horses,  he  had  outstripped  the  winds,  as  it  flew  over  the 
glassy  ice  which  invariably  succeeded  a  thaw.  Then  the  excit- 
ing and  dangerous  "  whirlgig"  would  be  suffered  to  possess  its 
moment  of  notice.  Cutters,  drawn  by  a  single  horse,  and  hand- 
sleds,  impelled  by  the  ^ntlemen,  on  skates,  would  each  in  turn 
be  used ;  and,  in  short,  every  source  of  rehef  against  the  tedi- 
ousness  of  a  winter  in  the  mountains  was  resorted  to  by  the 
family.  Elizabeth  was  compelled  to  acknowledge  to  her  father, 
that  the  season,  with  the  aid  of  his  library,  was  much  less  irk- 
some than  she  had  anticipated. 

As  exercise  in  the  open  air  was  in  some  degree  necessary  to 
the  habits  of  the  family,  when  the  constant  recurrence  of  frosts 
and  thaws  rendered  the  roads,  which  were  dangerous  at  the 
most  favorable  times,  utterly  impassable  for  wheels,  saddle 
horses  were  used  as  substitutes  for  other  conveyances.  Mounted 
on  small  and  sure-footed  beasts,  the  ladies  would  again  attempt 
the  passages  of  the  mountains,  and  penetrate  into  every  retired 
glen,  where  the  enterprise  of  a  settler  had  induced  him  to  esta- 
blish himself.  In  these  excursions  they  were  attended  by  some 
one  or  all  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  family,  as  their  different  pur- 
suits admitted.  Young  Edwards  was  hourly  becoming  more 
familiarized  to  his  situation,  and  not  unfrequently  mingled  in 
the  parties  with  an  unconcern  and  gaiety,  that  for  a  short  time 
would  expel  all  unplea<%ant  recollections  from  his  mind.  Habit, 
and  the  buoyancy  of  youth,  seemed  to  be  getting  the  ascend- 
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ADcy  over  the  secret  causes  of  his  uneasiness ;  though  there 
were  moments,  when  the  same  remarkable  expression  of  disgust 
would  cross  his  intercourse  with  Marmaduke,  that  had  distin- 
guished their  conversations  in  the  first  days  of  their  acquaint- 
ance. 

It  was  at  the  close  of  the  month  of  March,  that  the  Sheriff 
succeeded  in  persuading  his  coasin  and  her  young  friend  to 
accompany  him  in  a  ride  to  a  hill  that  was  said  to  overhang 
the  lake  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  itself. 

**  Presides,  cousin  Bess,''  continued  the  indefatigable  Richard^ 
**  we  will  stop  and  see  the  *  sugar  bush'  of  Billy  Kirby  :  he  is 
on  tlie  east  end  of  the  Ransom  lot,  making  sugar  for  Jared 
Ransom,  lliere  is  not  a  better  hand  over  a  kettle  in  the  county 
than  that  same  Kirby.  You  remember,  'duke,  that  I  had  him 
his  first  season,  in  our  own  camp ;  and  it  is  not  a  wonder  that 
he  knows  something  of  his  trade." 

"He's  a  good  chopper,  is  Billy,"  observed  Benjamin,  who 
held  the  bridle  of  the  horse  while  the  Sheriff  mounted  ;  '*  and 
he  handles  an  axe  much  the  same  as  a  forecastle-man  does  his 
marling-spike,  or  a  tailor  his  goose.  They  say  he'll  lift  a  pot- 
ash kettle  off  the  arch  alone,  tho'  I  can't  sav  that  I've  ever  seen 
him  do  it  with  my  own  eyes ;  but  that  is  the  say.  And  I've 
seen  sugar  of  his  making,  which,  maybe,  wasn't  as  white  as  an 
old  top-gallant  sail,  but  which  my  friend  Mistress  Prettybones, 
within  there,  said  had  the  true  niohisses  smack  to  it ;  and  you 
are  not  the  one,  Squire  Dickens,  to  be  told  that  Mistress 
Remarkable  has  a  remarkable  tooth  for  sweet  things,  in  her  nut 
grinder." 

The  loud  laugh  that  succeeded  the  wit  of  Benjamin,  and  in 
which  he  participated,  with  no  very  harmonious  sounds,  him- 
self very  fully  illustrated  the  congenial  temper  which  existed 
between  t!;e  pair.  Most  of  its  point  was,  however,  lost  on  tho 
re,st  of  the  party,  who  were  either  mounting  their  horses  or 
assisting  the  ladies  at  the  moment.  When  all  were  safely  in 
their  saddles,  they  moved  through  the  village  in  great  order. 
They  paused  for  a  moment  before  the  door  of  Monsieur  Le 
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Quoi,  until  he  ccnld  bestride  his  steed,  and  then  issuing  from 
the  little  cluster  of  houses,  they  took  one  of  the  principal  of 
those  highways  that  centred  in  the  village. 

As  each  night  brought  with  it  a  severe  frost,  which  the  heat 
of  the  succeeding  day  served  to  dissipate,  the  equestrians  were 
compelled  to  proceed  singly  along  the  margin  of  the  road, 
where  the  turf,  and  firmness  of  the  ground,  gave  the  horses  a 
secure  footing.  Very  trifling  indications  of  vegetation  were  to 
be  seen,  the  surface  of  the  earth  presenting  a  cold,  wet,  and 
cheerless  aspect  that  chilled  the  blood.  The  snow  yet  lay 
scattered  over  most  of  those  distant  clearings  that  were  visible 
in  different  parts  of  the  mountains ;  though  here  and  there  an 
opening  might  be  seen,  where,  as  the  white  covering  yielded  to 
the  season,  the  bright  and  lively  green  of  the  wheat  served  to 
enkindle  the  hopes  of  the  husbandman.  Nothing  could  be 
more  marked  than  the  contrast  between  the  earth  and  the 
heavens  ;  for,  while  the  former  presented  the  dreary  view  that 
we  have  described,  a  warm  and  invigorating  sun  was  dispensing 
hu)  heats  from  a  sky  that  contained  but  a  solitary  cloud,  and 
through  an  atmosphere  that  softened  the  colors  of  the  sensible 
horizon  until  it  shone  like  a  sea  of  blue. 

Richard  led  the  way,  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  that 
did  not  require  the  exercise  of  unusual  abilities ;  and  as  he 
moved  along,  he  essayed  to  enliven  the  party  with  the  sounds 
of  his  experienced  voice. 

**  This  is  your  tnie  sugar  weather,  Muke,"  he  cried ;  **  a  frosty 
night  and  a  sunshiny  day.  I  warrant  me  that  the  sap  runs 
like  a  mill -tail  up  the  maples  this  warm  morning.  It  is  a  pity. 
Judge,  that  you  do  not  introduce  a  little  more  science  into  the 
manufactory  of  sugar  among  your  tenants.  It  might  be  done, 
sir,  without  knowing  as  much  as  Doctor  Franklin — it  might  b€ 
d»>ne,  Judge  Temple." 

"  The  first  object  of  my  solicitude,  friend  Jones,"  returned 
Marmaduke,  ^*  is  to  protect  the  sources  of  this  great  mine  of 
comfort  and  wealth  from  the  extravagance  of  the  people  thero- 
fielves.     When  this  important  point  shall  be  achieved,  it  will 
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be  in  season  to  turn  our  attention  to  an  improvement  in  tbe 
manufacture  of  tlie  article.  But  thou  knowest,  Richard,  that  I 
have  already  subjected  our  sugar  to  tbe  process  of  the  refiner, 
and  that  the  result  hi\s  produced  loaves  as  white  as  the  snow 
on  yon  fields,  and  possessing  the  saccharine  quality  in  its 
utmost  purity." 

**  Saccharine,  or  turpentine  or  any  other  'hie.  Judge  Temple, 
you  liave  never  made  a  loaf  larger  than  a  good  sized  sugar- 
plum," returned  the  Sheriff.  "  Now,  sir,  I  assert  that  no  experi- 
ment is  fairly  tried,  until  it  be  reduced  to  practical  purposes. 
If,  sir,  I  owned  a  hundred,  or,  for  that  matter,  two  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land,  as  you  do,  I  would  build  a  sugar-house 
in  the  village ;  I  would  invite  learned  nien  to  an  investigation 
of  the  subject, — and  such  are  easily  to  be  found,  sir ;  yes,  sir, 
they  are  not  difficult  to  find, — men  who  unite  theory  with  prac- 
tice ;  and  I  would  select  a  wood  of  young  and  thrifly  trees ;  and 
instead  of  making  loaves  of  the  size  of  a  lump  of  candy,  dam^me, 
'duke,  but  Pd  have  them  as  big  as  a  haycock." 

"  And  purchase  the  cargo  of  one  of  those  ships  that  they 
say  are  going  to  China,"  cried  Elizabeth ;  "  turn  your  potash- 
kettles  into  tea-cups,  the  scows  on  the  lake  into  saucers ;  bake 
your  cake  in  yonder-lime  kiln,  and  invite  the  county  to  a  tea- 
party.  How  wonderful  are  the  projects  of  genius  1  Really, 
sir,  the  world  is  of  of>inion  that  Judge  Temple  has  tried  the 
experiment  fairly,  though  he  did  not  cause  his  loaves  to  be  cast 
in  moulds  of  tlie  magnitude  that  would  suit  your  magnificent 
conceptions." 

"  You  may  laugh,  cousin  Elizabeth — ^you  may  laugh,  madam," 
retorted  Richard,  turning  himself  so  much  in  his  saddle  as  to 
face  the  party,  and  making  dignified  gestures  with  his  whip ; 
"  but  I  appeal  to  common  sense,  good  sense,  or,  what  w  of 
more  importance  than  either,  to  the  sense  of  taste,  which  is  one 
of  the  five  natural  senses,  whether  a  big  loaf  of  sugar  is  not 
likely  to  contain  a  better  illustration  of  a  proposition  than  such 
A  lump  as  one  of  your  Dutch  women  puts  under  her  tongue 
when  she  drinks  her  tea.     There  are  two  ways  '^f  doing  eveiy- 
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tiling ;  the  right  way,  and  the  wrong  way.  You  make  sugar 
now,  I  will  admit,  and  you  may,  possibly,  make  loaf-sugar;  but 
I  take  the  question  to  be,  whether  you  make  the  best  possible 
sugar,  and  in  the  best  possible  loaves." 

"  Thou  art  very  right,  Richard,"  observed  Marma'luke,  with 
a  gravity  in  his  air  that  proved  how  much  he  was  interested  iu 
the  subject.  **  It  is  very  true  that  we  manufacture  sugar,  and 
the  inquiry  is  quite  useful,  how  much  ?  and  in  what  manner  ? 
I  hope  to  hve  to  see  the  day,  when  farms  and  plantations  shall 
be  devoted  to  this  branch  of  business.  Little  is  known  con- 
cerning the  properties  of  the  tree  itself,  the  source  of  all  this 
wealth  ;  how  much  it  may  be  improved  by  cultivation,  by  the 
use  of  the  hoe  and  plough." 

**  Hoe  and  plough  !"  roared  the  Sheriff ; — "  would  you  set  a 
man  hoeing  round  the  root  of  a  maple  like  this  ?" — pointing  to 
one  of  the  noble  trees  that  occur  so  frequently  in  that  part  of 
the  country. — **  Hoeing  treos !  are  you  mad,  'duke  ?  This  is 
next  to  hunting  for  coal !  Poh  !  poh  !  my  dear  cousin,  hear 
reason,  and  leave  the  management  of  the  sugar-bush  to  me. 
Here  is  Mr.  Le  Quoi,  he  has  been  in  the  West  Indies,  and  has 
seen  sugar  made.  Let  him  give  an  account  of  how  it  is  made 
there,  and  you  will  hear  the  philosophy  of  the  thing. — ^Well, 
Monsieur,  how  is  it  that  you  make  sugar  in  the  West  Indies ; 
anything  in  Judge  Temple's  fashion  ?" 

The  gentleman  to  whom  this  query  was  put  was  mounted  on 
a  small  horse,  of  no  very  fiery  temperament,  and  was  riding 
with  his  stirrups  so  short,  as  to  bring  his  knees,  while  the 
animal  rose  a  small  ascent  in  the  wood-path  they  were  now 
travelling,  into  a  somewhat  hazardous  vicinity  to  his  chin. 
There  was  no  room  for  gesticulation  or  grace  in  the  delivery  of 
his  reply,  for  the  mountain  was  steep  and  slippery ;  and 
!ilthough  the  Frenchman  had  an  eye  of  uncommon  magnitude 
on  either  side  of  his  face,  they  did  not  seem  to  be  half  compe- 
tent to  forewarn  him  of  the  impediments  of  bushes,  twigs,  and 
fallen  trees,  that  were  momentarily  crossing  his  path.  With 
one  hand  employed  in  averting  these  dangers,  and  the  other 
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gnisping  his  bridle,  to  check  an  untoward  speed  that  his  horse 
was  assuming',  the  native  of  France  responded  as  follows — 

^*  Sucre !  dej  do  make  sucre  in  Martinique :  mais — mais  ce 
n'est  pas  one  tree; — ^ah — ah — vat  you  call — Je  voudrpis  gue 
oes  chemins  fussent  au  diable — vat  you  call — steeck  pour  le 
promenade;^ 

^Cane,"  said  Elizabeth,  smiling  at  the  imprecation  which 
the  wary  Frenchman  supposed  was  understood  only  by  himself. 

"  Oui,  mam'selle,  cane." 

"  Yes,  yes,"  cried  Richard,  "  cane  is  the  vulgar  name  for  it, 
but  the  real  term  is  saccharum  officinarum  ;  and  what  we  call 
the  sugar,  or  hard  maple,  is  acer  saccharinum.  These  are  the 
learned  names.  Monsieur,  and  are  such  as,  doubtless,  you  well 
understand." 

"  Is  this  Greek  or  Latin,  Mr.  Edwards  ?"  whispered  Elizabeth 
to  the  youth  who  was  opening  a  passage  for  herself  and  her 
companions  through  the  bushes — "  or  perhaps  it  is  a  still  more 
teamed  language,  for  an  interpretation  of  which  we  must  look 
to  you." 

The  dark  eye  of  the  young  man  glanced  towards  the 
speaker,  but  its  resentful  expression  changed  in  a  moment. 

"I  shall  remember  your  doubts.  Miss  Temple,  when  next 
I  visit  my  old  friend  Mohegan,  and  either  his  skill,  or  that  of 
Leather  stocking,  shall  solve  them." 

"  And  are  you,  then,  really  ignorant  of  their  language  ?" 

^  Not  absolutely ;  but  the  deep  learning  of  Mr.  Jones  is  more 
&miliar  to  me,  or  even  the  polite  masquerade  of  Monsieur  Le 
Quoi.** 

'^  Do  you  speak  French  ?"  said  the  lady,  with  quickness. 

*^  It  is  a  common  language  with  the  Iroquois^  and  through 
the  Canadas,"  he  answered,  smiling. 

^  Ah  !  but  they  are  Mingoes,  and  your  enemies." 

**  It  will  be  well  for  me  if  I  have  no  worse,"  said  the  youtli, 
dashing  ahead  with  his  horse,  and  putting  an  end  to  the  evasive 
dialogue. 

The  discourse,  however,  was  maintained  with  groat  vigor  by 
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Richard,  until  they  reached  an  open  wood  on  the  summit  of  the 
mountain,  where  the  hemlocks  and  pines  totally  disappeared, 
and  a  grove  of  the  very  trees  that  formed  the  subject  of  debate 
covered  the  earth  witli  their  tall,  straight  trunks  and  spreading 
branches,  in  stately  pride.  The  underwood  had  been  entirely 
removed  from  this  grove,  or  bus  a,  as  in  conjunction  with  the 
simple  arrangements  for  boiling,  it  was  called,  and  a  wide  space 
of  many  acres  was  cleared,  which  might  be  likened  to  the  dome 
of  a  mighty  temple,  to  which  the  maples  formed  the  columns, 
their  tops  composing  the  capitals,  and  the  heavens  the  arch. 
A  deep  and  careless  incision  had  been  made  into  each  tree, 
near  its  root,  into  which  little  sprouts,  formed  of  the  bark  of  the 
alder,  or  of  the  sumach,  were  fastened ;  and  a  trough,  roughly 
dug  out  of  the  linden,  or  basswood,  was  lying  at  the  root  of 
each  tree,  to  catch  the  sap  that  flowed  from  this  extremely 
wasteful  and  inartificial  arrangement 

The  party  paused  a  moment,  on  gaining  the  flat,  to  breathe 
their  horses,  and,  as  the  scene  was  entirely  new  to  several  of 
their  number,  to  view  the  manner  of  collecting  the  fluid.  A 
fine  powerful  voice  aroused  them  from  their  momentary  s.lenoe, 
as  it  rang  under  the  branches  of  the  trees,  singing  the  following 
words  of  that  inimitable  doggrel,  whose  verses,  if  extended, 
would  reach  from  the  waters  of  the  Connecticut  to  the  shores 
of  Ontario.  The  tune  was,  of  course,  that  familiar  air,  which, 
although  it  is  said  to  have  been  first  applied  to  his  nation  in 
derision,  circumstances  have  since  rendered  so  glorious,  that  no 
American  ever  hears  its  jingling  cadence  without  feeling  a  thrill 
at  his  heart. 

•*The  Eastern  States  be  full  of  men, 
The  Western  full  of  woods,  sir, 
The  hills  he  like  a  cattle  pen. 
The  roads  be  full  of  goods,  sir ! 

Then  flow  away,  my  sweety  sap, 

And  I  will  make  yon  boily; 
Nor  catch  a  woodman's  hasty  oap^ 
For  fear  yoa  should  get  roUy . 

**  The  maple  tree's  a  precioas  one, 
*Tis  rVieU  food,  and  tlmbrtr . 
11* 


240  THE      PIONEERS. 

And  when  your  stiff  day's  work  U  dono, 
Its  juice  will  make  you  Umber, 
Then  flow  awuy,  itc. 

**  And  what's  a  man  without  his  giass. 

His  wife  without  her  ten,  sir  ? 

But  neither  cup  nor  mui;  viill  pass. 

Without  this  honey-liee,  sir ! 

Then  flow  away,"  Jtc. 

During  the  execution  of  this  sonorous  doggrel,  Richard  kept 
time  with  his  whip  on  the  mane  of  his  charger,  accompanying 
the  gestures  with  a  corresponding  movement  of  his  head  and 
body.  Towards  the  close  of  the  song,  he  was  overheard  hum- 
ming the  chorus,  and  at  its  last  repetition,  to  strike  in  at 
'*  sweety  sap,"  and  carry  a  second  through,  with  a  prodigious 
addition  to  the  '*eftect"  of  the  noise,  if  not  to  that  of  the 
harmony. 

"  Well  done  us !"  roared  the  Sheriff,  on  the  same  key  with 
the  tune;  "  a  very  good  song,  Billy  Kirby,  and  very  well  sung. 
Where  got  you  the  words,  lad  ?  is  there  more  of  it,  and  can 
you  furnish  me  with  a  copy  ?" 

The  sugar-boiler,  who  was  busy  in  his  "  camp,"  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  equestrians,  turned  his  head  with  great  indif- 
ference, and  surveyed  the  party,  as  they  approached,  with 
admirable  coolness.  To  each  individual,  as  he  or  she  rode 
close  by  him,  he  gave  a  nod  that  was  extremely  good-natured 
and  atfable,  but  which  partook  largely  of  the  virtue  of  equality, 
for  not  even  to  the  ladies  did  he  in  the  least  vary  his  mode  of 
salutation,  by  touching  the  apology  for  a  hat  that  he  wore,  or 
by  any  other  motion  than  the  one  we  have  mentioned. 

"  How  goes  it,  how  goes  it.  Sheriff?"  said  the  wood-chopper ; 
'*  what's  the  good  word  in  the  village  ?'• 

"  Why,  much  as  usual,  Billy,"  returned  Richard.  "But  how 
is  this?  whf^rc  are  your  four  ketlK-a,  and  your  troughs,  and  your 
iron  coolers  ?  Do  you  make  sugar  in  this  slovenly  way  ?  I 
thought  you  were  one  of  the  best  sugar-boilers  in  the  county." 

"  Tm  all  that,  Squire  Jones,"  said  Kirby,  who  continued  his 
occupation  ;  "  I'll  turn  my  back  to  no  man  in  the  Otsoffo  hills, 
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for  chopping  and  logging,  for  boiling  down  the  maple  sap,  for 
tending  brick-kiln,  splitting  out  rails,  making  potash,  and  part- 
ing too,  or  hoeing  com ;  though  I  keep  myself  pretty  much  to 
the  first  business,  seeing  that  the  axe  comes  most  natnral 
to  me." 

^  You  be  von  Jack  All-tra<le,  Mister  Beel,"  said  Monsieur  Le 
Quoi. 

"How?"  said  Kirby,  looking  up,  with  a  simplicity  which, 
coupled  with  his  gigantic  frame  and  manly  face,  was  a  little 
ridiculous,  "  if  you  be  for  trade,  Mounshere,  here  is  some  as 
good  sugar  as  youUl  find  the  season  through.  It's  as  clear  from 
dirt  as  the  Jarman  Flats  is  free  from  stumps,  and  it  has  the  raal 
maple  flavor.     Such  stufi^  would  sell  in  York  for  candy." 

The  Frenchman  approached  the  place  where  Kirby  had 
deposited  his  cakes  of  sugar,  under  the  cover  of  a  bark  roof,  and 
commenced  the  examination  of  the  article,  with  the  eye  of  one 
who  well  understood  its  value.  Marmaduke  had  dismounted, 
and  was  viewing  the  works  and  the  trees  very  closely,  and  not 
without  frequent  expressions  of  dissatisfaction  at  the  careless 
manner  in  which  the  manufacture  was  conducted. 

"  You  have  much  experience  in  these  things,  Kirby,"  he  said ; 
"  what  course  do  you  pursue  in  making  your  sugar  ?  I  see 
you  have  but  two  kettles." 

"  Two  is  as  good  as  two  thousand.  Judge.  I'm  none  of  your 
polite  sugar-makers,  that  boils  for  the  great  folks ;  but  if  the 
raal  sweet  maple  is  wanted,  I  can  answer  your  turn.  First,  I 
choose,  and  then  I  tap  my  trees ;  say  along  about  the  last  of 
February,  or  in  these  mountains  may  be  not  afore  the  middle 
of  March;  but  any  way,  just  as  the  sap  begins  to  cleverly 
run '' 

**  Well,  in  this  choice,"  interrupted  Marmaduke,  "  are  you 
governed  by  any  outward  signs  that  prove  the  quality  of  the 
tree  ?" 

"  Why,  there's  judgment  in  all  things,"  said  Kirby,  stirring 
the  liquor  in  his  kettles  briskly.  "  There's  something  in  know- 
ing when  and  how  much  to  stir  the  pot.     It's  a  thing  that  munt 
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be  larnt  R^me  wasift  built  in  a  day,  uor  for  thai  inattei 
TempletowQ  either,  though  it  may  be  said  to  be  a  quick-growing- 
place.  I  never  put  my  axe  into  a  stun ty  tree,  or  one  that  basnet 
a  good,  fresh  looking  bark ;  for  trees  have  disorders,  like  crcaters ; 
and  where's  the  policy  of  taking  a  tree  that^s  sickly,  any  more 
than  you'd  choose  a  foundered  horse  to  ride  post,  or  an  over- 
heated ox  to  do  your  logging." 

*^  All  this  is  true.  But  what  are  the  signs  of  illness  ?  how  do 
you  distinguish  a  tree  that  is  well  from  one  that  is  diseased  ?" 

"  How  does  the  doctor  tell  who  has  fever,  and  who  colds  ?" 
interrupted  Richard.  *'  By  examining  the  skin,  and  feeling  the 
pulse,  to  be  sure." 

'*  Sartain,"  continued  Billy  ;  "  the  Squire  an't  far  out  of  the 
way.  It's  by  the  look  of  the  thing,  sure  enough. — Well,  when 
the  sap  begins  to  get  a  tree  run,  I  hang  over  the  kettles,  and 
set  up  the  bush.  My  first  boiling  I  push  pretty  smartly,  till  I 
get  the  virtue  of  the  sap ;  but  when  it  begins  to  grow  of  a 
molasses  nater,  like  this  in  the  kettle,  one  mustn't  drive  the  fires 
too  hard,  or  you'll  bum  the  sugar ;  and  burny  sugar  is  bad  to 
the  taste,  let  it  be  never  so  sweet.  So  you  ladle  out  from  one 
kettle  into  the  other  till  it  gets  so,  when  you  put  the  stirring 
stick  into  it,  that  it  will  draw  into  a  thread — when  it  takes  a 
kerful  hand  to  manage  it — ^There  is  a  way  to  drain  it  off,  after 
it  has  grained,  by  putting  clay  into  the  pans ;  but  it  isn't  always 
practised  :  some  doos,  and  some  doosn't  Well,  Mounsher,  be 
we  likely  to  make  a  trade  ?" 

**  I  will  give  you.  Mister  Beel,  for  von  pound,  dix  sous." 

"  No,  I  expect  cash  for't :  I  never  dicker  my  sugar.— But» 
seeing  that  it's  you,  Mounsher,"  said  Billy,  with  a  coaxing  smile, 
**  I'll  agree  to  receive  a  gallon  of  rum,  and  cloth-  enough  for  two 
shirts,  if  you  will  take  the  molasses  in  the  bargain.  It's  raal 
good.  I  wouldn't  deceive  you  or  any  man  ;  and  to  my  drinking 
it's  about  the  best  molasses  that  come  out  of  a  sugar-bush." 

**  Mr.Le  Quoi  has  offered  you  ten  pence,"  said  young  Edwards. 

The  manufacturer  stared  at  the  speaker  with  an  air  of  great 
ifee4oip,  bi|t  piade  no  reply. 
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'*  Oui,"  said  the  Frenchman,  "  ten  penny.  Je  vous  remercie.. 
Monsieur  :  ah !  mon  Anglois  !  je  Poubiie  toujours." 

The  wood-cho])])er  looked  from  one  to  the  other  with  somo 
displeasure  ;  and  evidently  imbibed  the  opinion  that  they  were 
amusing  themselves  at  his  expense.  He  seized  the  enomious 
Indie,  which  was  lying  in  one  of  his  kettles,  and  began  to  stir  the 
boiling  liquid  with  great  diligence.  After  a  moment  passed  in 
dipping  the  ladle  full,  and  then  raising  it  on  high,  as  the  thick 
rich  fluid  fell  back  into  the  kettle,  he  suddenly  gave  it  a  whirl, 
as  if  to  cool  what  yet  remained,  and  offered  the  bowl  to  Mr.  Le 
Quoi,  saying — 

"  Taste  that,  Mounsher,  and  you  will  say  it  is  worth  more 
than  you  offer.     The  molasses  itself  would  fetch  the  money." 

The  complaisant  Frenchman,  afler  several  timid  efforts  to  trust 
his  lips  in  contact  with  the  bowl  of  the  ladle,  got  a  good  swallow 
of  the  scalding  liquid.  He  clapped  his  hand  on  his  breast,  and 
looked  most  piteously  at  the  ladies,  for  a  single  instant ;  and 
then,  to  use  the  language  of  Billy,  when  he  afterwards  recount- 
ed the  tale,  "  no  drumsticks  ever  went  faster  on  the  skin  of  a 
sheep,  than  the  Frenchman's  legs,  for  a  round  or  two :  and  then 
such  swearing  and  spitting  in  French  you  never  saw.  But  it's 
a  knowing  one,  from  the  old  countries,  that  thinks  to  get  his 
jokes  smoothly  over  a  wood-chopper." 

The  air  of  innocence  with  which  Kirby  resumed  the  occupa 
tion  of  stirring  the  contents  of  his  kettle  would  have  completely 
deceived  the  spectators  as  to  his  agency  in  the  temporary  suffer- 
ing of  Mr.  Le  Quoi,  had  not  the  reckless  fellow  thrust  his  tongue 
into  his  cheek,  and  cast  his  eyes  over  the  party,  with  a  simpli- 
city of  expression  that  was  too  exquisite  to  be  natural.  Mr.  Le 
Quoi  soon  recovered  his  presence  of  mind,'and  his  decorum ;  he 
briefly  apologized  to  the  ladies  for  one  or  two  very  intemperate 
expressions  that  had  escaped  him  in  a  moment  of  extraordinary 
excitoment,  and  remounting  his  horse,  he  continued  in  the  back- 
ground during  the  remainder  of  the  visit,  the  wit  of  Kirby 
putting  a  violent  termination,  at  once,  to  all  negotiations  on  the 
subject  of  trade.     During  all  this  time,  Mannaduke  had  been 
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Tub  roads  of  Oteego,  if  we  except  the  principal  highways, 
were,  nt  the  earl;  day  of  our  tale,  but  little  better  than  vood- 
paths.  The  high  trees  Chat  were  growing  on  the  very  verge  of 
the  wheel-tracks  excluded  the  sun's  rays,  unless  at  meridian  ; 
and  the  stowDess  of  the  evaporation,  united  with  the  rich  mould 
of  vegetAbte  decomposition  that  covered  the  whole  country  to 
the  depth  of  several  inches,  occasioned  but  an  indifferent  foun- 
dation for  the  footing  of  travellers.  Added  to  these  were  the 
inequahties  of  a  natural  surface,  and  the  constant  recurrence  of 
enormous  and  slippery  roots  that  were  laid  bare  by  the  removal 
of  Uie  light  soil,  together  with  stumps  of  trees,  to  make  a 
passage  not  only  difficult  but  dangerous.  Yet  the  riders,  among 
these  numerous  obstructions,  which  were  such  as  would  terrify 
an  unpractised  eye,  gave  no  demonstrations  of  uneasiness,  na 
their  horses  toiled  through  the  sloughs,  or  trotted  with  uncer- 
tain  paces  along  the  dark  route.  In  many  place^  the  marks  on 
the  trees  were  the  only  indications  of  a  road,  with  perhaps  an 
occasional  remnant  of  a  pine,  that,  by  bang  cut  close  to  the 
earth,  so  as  to  leave  nothing  visible  but  its  base  of  roots, 
spreading  for  twenty  feet  in  every  direction,  was  apparently 
placed  there  as  a  beacon  to  warn  the  traveller  that  it  was  the 
centre  of  a  highway. 

Into  one  of  these  roads  the  active  sheriff  led  the  way,  first 
striking  out  of  the  footpath,  by  which  they  had  descended  from 
the  sugar-bush,  aaoK  a  little  bridge,  formed  of  round  logs  laid 
loosely  on  sleepers  of  pine,  in    which   Unce  openings  of  n 
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formidable  width  were  frequent.  The  nag  of  Richard,  when  ii 
reached  one  of  these  gaps,  hiid  its  nose  along  the  logs,  and 
Btepi)ed  across  the  difficult  passage  with  the  sagacity  of  a  man ; 
but  the  blooded  filly  which  Miss  Temple  rode  disdained  so 
humble  a  movement.  She  made  a  step  or  two  with  an  unusual 
caution,  and  then  on  reaching  the  broadest  opening,  obedient 
to  the  curb  and  whip  of  her  fearless  mistress,  she  bounded 
across  the  dangerous  pass  with  the  activity  of  a  squirrel. 

"  Gently,  gently,  my  child,"  said  Marmaduke,  who  was  fol- 
lowing in  the  manner  of  Richard,  ^^  this  is  not  a  country  for 
equestrian  feats.  Much  prudence  is  requisite  to  journey  through 
our  rough  paths  with  safety.  Thou  mayst  practise  thy  sk^l  in 
horsemanship  on  the  plains  of  New  Jersey  with  safety ;  but  in 
the  hills  of  Otsego  they  may  be  suspended  for  a  time." 

"  I  may  as  well  then  relinquish  my  saddle  at  once,  dear  sir," 
returned  his  daughter ;  *'  for  if  it  is  to  be  laid  aside  until  this 
wild  country  be  improved,  old  age  will  overtake  me,  and  put 
an  end  to  what  you  term  my  equestrian  feats." 

*'  Say  not  so,  my  child,"  returned  her  father ;  "  but  if  thou 
venturest  again,  as  in  crossing  this  bridge,  old  age  will  never 
overtake  thee,  but  I  shall  be  left  to  mourn  thee,  cut  off  in  thy 
pride,  my  Elizabeth.  If  thou  hadst  seen  this  district  of 
country,  as  I  diii,  when  it  lay  in  the  sleep  of  nature,  and  had 
witnessed  its  rapid  changes,  as  it  awoke  to  supply  the  wants  of 
man,  thou  wouldst  curb  thy  impatience  for  a  little  time,  though 
thoa  shouldst  not  check  thy  steed." 

"  I  recollect  hearing  you  speak  of  your  first  visit  to  these 
woods,  but  the  impression  is  faint,  and  blended  with  the  con- 
fused images  of  childhood.  Wild  and  unsettled  as  it  may  yet 
seem,  it  must  have  been  a  thousand  times  more  dreary  then. 
Will  you  repeat,  dear  sir,  what  you  then  thought  of  your  enter- 
prise, and  what  you  felt  ?" 

During  this  speech  of  Elizabeth,  which  was  uttored  with  the 
fervor  of  affection,  younjr  Edwards  rode  more  closely  to  the  side 
of  the  Judge,  and  bent  his  dark  eyes  on  his  countenance  with 
an  expression  that  seemed  to  read  his  thoughts. 
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"Tliou  wast  then  youti";,  my  cbild,  but  muat  remember  wheo 
I  left  thee  and  thy  mother,  to  take  ray  first  survey  of  these  uaiit- 
habited  mountains,"  said  Marmaduiie.  "  But  thou  dost  not  feel 
all  tlie  secret  motives  that  can  urge  a  man  to  endure  privations 
in  order  to  accumulate  wealth.  In  my  case  they  have  not  been 
trilling,  and  God  has  been  pleased  to  smile  on  my  efforts.  If  I 
have  encountered  pain,  famine,  and  disease,  in  accomplishing 
the  settlement  of  this  rough  territory,  I  have  not  the  misery  of 
failure  to  add  to  the  grievances." 

"  Famine  1"  echoed  Elizabetli ;  "  I  thought  this  was  the  \xaA 
of  abundance  !  had  you  famine  to  contend  with  ?" 

"  Even  BO,  my  child,"  said  her  father.  "  Those  who  look 
around  them  now,  and  see  (he  loads  of  produce  that  issue  out 
of  every  wild  ]j»lh  in  these  mouutains,  during  the  season  of  tra- 
velling, will  havclly  credit  that  no  more  than  five  year?  hare 
elapseil,  since  the  tenants  of  these  woods  were  compelled  to  eat 
the  scanty  fruits  of  the  forest  (o  sustiin  life,  and,  with  their 
unpractised  skill,  to  hunt  the  beasls  as  food  for  their  starving 
bmilies." 

"  Ay  !"  cried  Richard,  who  happened  to  overhear  the  last  of 
this  speech,  between  the  notes  of  the  wood-chopper's  song, 
which  he  was  endeavoring  to  breathe  aloud ;  "  Uiat  was  the 
starving  time,*  cousin  Bess.  I  grew  as  lank  ns  a  weasel  that 
Ul,  and  my  face  was  as  pale  as  one  of  your  fever-and-ague 
visages.  Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  there,  fell  away  like  a  pumpkin  in 
drying ;  nor  do  I  think  you  have  got  fairly  over  it  yet.  Monsieur. 
Benjamin,  I  thought,  bore  it  with  a  worse  grace  than  any  of  the 
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family ;  for  be  swore  it  was  harder  to  endure  than  a  shcrl 
allowance  in  the  calm  latitudes.  Benjamin  is  a  sad  fellow  to 
swear,  if  jou  starve  him  ever  so  little.  I  had  half  a  mind  to 
quit  you  then,  'duke,  and  to  go  into  Pennsylvania  to  fatten ;  but, 
damn  it,  thinks  I,  we  are  sisters'  children,  and  I  will  live  or  die 
with  him,  after  all." 

"  I  do  not  forget  thy  kindness,"  said  Marraaduke,  "  nor  that 
we  are  of  one  blood." 

"  But,  my  dear  father,"  cried  the  wondering  Elizabeth,  **  was 
there  actual  suffering?  where  were  the  beautiful  and  fertile 
vales  of  the  Mohawk  ?  could  they  not  furnish  food  for  your 
wante  ?" 

**  It  was  a  season  of  scarcity ;  the  necessities  of  life  com- 
manded a  high  price  in  Europe,  and  were  greedily  sought  after 
by  tlie  speculators.  The  emigrants,  from  the  east  to  the  west, 
invariably  passed  along  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  swept 
away  the  means  of  subsistence,  like  a  swarm  of  locusts.  Nor 
were  the  people  on  the  Flats  in  a  much  better  condition.  They 
were  in  want  themselves,  but  they  spared  the  little  excess  of 
provisions  that  nature  did  not  absolutely  require,  with  the 
justice  of  the  German  character.  There  was  no  grinding  of  the 
poor.  The  word  speculator  was  then  unknown  to  them.  I 
have  seen  many  a  stout  man,  bending  under  the  load  of  the 
bag  of  meal,  which  he  was  carrying  from  the  Mills  of  the 
Mohawk,  through  the  rugged  passes  of  these  mountains,  to  feed 
his  half-famished  children,  with  a  heart  so  light,  as  he 
approached  his  hut,  that  the  thirty  miles  he  had  passed 
seemed  nothing.  Remember,  my  child,  it  was  in  our  very 
in&ncy ;  we  had  neither  mills,  nor  grain,  nor  roads,  nor  often 
clearings;  we  had  nothing  of  increase,  but  the  mouths  that 
were  to  be  fed ;  for,  even  at  that  inauspicious  moment,  the  rest- 
less spirit  of  emigration  was  not  idle ;  nay,  the  general  scarcity 
which  extende  I  to  the  east,  tended  to  increase  the  number  of 
adventurers." 

^  And  how,  dearest  &ther,  didst  thou  encounter  this  dreadful 
evil  f"  said  Elizabeth,  unconsciously  adopting  the  dialpct  of  hei 
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parent  in  the  warmtli  of  her  syrapathy.  "  Upon  thee  must 
hnvo  &llen  the  reaponaitulity ,  if  not  the  sufleriog." 

"  It  did,  Elizabeth,"  returned  the  Judge,  pausing  for  a  single 
moment,  as  if  musing  on  his  former  feelings.  "  I  had  hundreds, 
at  that  dreadful  time,  daily  looking  up  to  me  for  bread.  The 
sufferings  of  their  families,  and  the  gloomy  prospect  before 
them,  had  paralysed  the  enterprise  and  efforts  of  my  settlers ; 
hunger  drove  tliem  to  the  woods  for  food,  but  despair  sent 
them  at  night,  enfeebled  and  wan,  to  a  slee])lesa  pillow.  It  was 
not  a  moment  for  inaction.  I  purchased  cargoes  of  wheat  from 
the  granaries  of  Pennsylvania ;  they  were  landed  at  Albany, 
and  brought  up  the  Mohawk  in  boats  ;  from  thence  it  was 
transported  on  pack-horses  into  the  wilderness,  and  distributed 
among  my  people.  Seines  were  made,  and  the  lakes  and  river* 
were  dn^ged  for  fish.  Something  like  a  miracle  was  wrougu. 
in  our  favor,  for  enormous  shoals  of  herrings  were  discovered  to 
have  wandered  five  hundred  miles,  through  the  windings  of  the 
impetuous  Susquehanna,  and  the  lake  was  alive  with  their 
numbers.  These  were  at  length  caught,  and  dealt  out  to  the 
people,  with  proper  portions  of  salt ;  and  from  that  moment  we 
again  began  to  prosper."* 

"  Yes,"  cried  Richard,  "  and  I  was  the  man  who  served  out 
the  fish  and  the  salt  When  llie  poor  devils  came  to  receive 
their  rations,  Benjamin,  who  was  ray  deputy,  was  obliged  to 
keep  them  off  by  stretching  ropes  around  me,  for  they  smelt  so 
of  garlic,  from  eating  nothing  but  tbe  wild  oijion,  that  the 
fumes  put  me  out  often  in  my  measurement.  You  were  a  child 
then,  Bess,  and  knew  notliing  of  the  matter,  for  great  care  was 
observed  to  keep  both  you  and  your  mother  from  suffering. 
That  year  put  me  back  dreadfully,  both  Jn  the  breed  of  my  hogs 
and  of  my  turkeys." 

"  No,  Bess,"  cried  the  Judge,  in  a  more  cheerful  lone,  disre- 
garding tlie  interruption  of  his  cousin,  "  he  who  hears  of  the 
Mttlement  of  a  country  knows  but  little  of  the  toil  and  sufiTering 
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by  whicb  it  is  accomplished.  Unimproved  and  wild  as  this 
district  BOW  seems  to  your  eyes,  wliat  was  it  when  I  first  entered 
the  hills  !  I  left  my  parly,  the  morning  of  my  arrival,  near  the 
farms  of  the  Cherry  Valley,  ^nd,  following  a  deer-path,  rode  to 
the  summit  of  the  mountain  that  I  have  since  called  Mount 
Vision  ;  for  the  sight  that  there  met  ray  eyes  seemed  to  mc  ns 
the  deceptions  of  a  dream.  The  fire  had  run  over  the  pinnacle, 
and,  in  a  great  measure,  laid  open  the  view.  The  leaves  were 
fallen,  and  I  mounted  a  tree,  and  sat  for  an  hour  looking  on  the 
silent  wilderni-s9.  Not  an  opening  was  tu  be  seen  in  the  bound- 
less forest,  except  where  the  lake  lay,  like  a  mirror  of  glass. 
The  water  was  covered  by  myriads  of  the  wild-fowl  that  migrate 
with  the  clinngea  I'n  the  season  ;  and,  while  in  my  situation  on 
the  branch  of  the  beech,  I  mw  a  bear,  with  her  cube,  descend  to 
the  shore  to  drink.  I  hnd  met  many  deer,  gliding  through  the 
woods,  in  my  journey  ;  but  not  (lie  veiitige  of  a  man  could  I 
trace  during  my  progress,  nor  from  my  elevated  observatoiy. 
No  clearing,  no  hut,  none  of  the  winding  roads  that  are  now  to 
be  seen,  were  there ;  nothing  but  mountains  rising  behind 
iiiountainH ;  and  the  valley,  with  its  Kurface  of  branches,  enli- 
vened here  and  there  with  the  faded  foliage  of  Komo  tree,  that 
parted  from  its  leaves  with  more  than  ordinary  reluctance. 
Even  tlie  Susquehanna  was  then  hid,  by  the  height  and  density 
of  the  forest." 

"  And  were  you  alone  i"  asked  Elizabeth  ;  "  passed  you  the 
night  in  th;it  solitary  slate  ?" 

"  Not  so,  my  child,"  returned  her  father.  "  After  musing  on 
the  scene  for  an  hour,  with  a  mingled  feeling  of  plejiaure  and 
desolation,  I  left  my  perch  and  descended  the  mountain.  My 
horse  uas  left  to  browse  on  the  twigs  that  grew  within  hii 
reach,  while  1  explored  the  shores  of  the  lake,  and  the  sjiot 
where  Templclon  stands.  A  pine  of  more  than  ordinary  growth 
stood  where  my  dwelling  b  now  placed  !  a  wind-row  had  been 
opened  through  the  trei's  from  tlience  to  the  lake,  and  my  view 
was  but  little  im|ieded.  Under  the  branches  of  that  tree  I 
made  my  solitary  dinner ;  I  had  just  finished  my  repast  as  I 
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uw  a  Rmotie  curling  from  under  the  mountain,  Dear  the  eaitern 
bank  of  the  lake.  It  iraa  the  only  indication  of  the  vicinity  of 
man  tliat  I  had  then  seen.  After  much  toil  I  made  107  nav  to 
the  spot,  aod  found  a  rough  cabin  of  logs,  built  against  the  fc>ol 
of  a  rock,  and  bearing  the  marks  of  a  tenant,  though  I  found  no 
one  within  it " 

"  It  was  the  hut  of  Leather-stocking,"  said  Edwards, 
quickly. 

"  It  was;  though  I  at  first  supposed  it  to  be  a  habitation  of 
the  Indians.  But  while  I  wait  lingering  around  the  spot,  Natty 
made  bia  appearance,  staggering  under  the  carcase  of  a  buck 
that  he  had  slain.  Our  acquaintance  commenced  at  that  time  ; 
before,  I  had  never  heard  that  such  a  being  tenanted  the  woods. 
He  launched  his  bark  canoe,  and  set  me  across  the  foot  of  the 
lake,  to  the  place  where  I  had  fastened  my  horse,  and  pointed 
out  a  spot  where  he  might  get  a  scanty  browsing  until  the 
morning  ;  when  I  returned  and  passed  the  night  in  the  caUn  of 
the  hunter." 

Miss  Temple  was  so  much  struck  by  the  deep  attention  of 
young  Edwards,  during  this  speech,  that  she  foi^t  to  resume 
her  inCerri^tories ;  but  the  youtli  himself  continued  the  discourse, 
by  asking — 

"  And  how  did  the  Leather-stocking  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
host,  sir  V 

"  Why,  simply  but  kindly,  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  he 
diMovcred  my  name  and  object,  and  the  cordiality  of  his  man- 
ner very  sensibly  diminished,  or,  I  might  better  say,  disappeared. 
He  considered  the  introduction  of  the  settlers  as  an  innovation 
on  his  rights,  I  believe  ;  for  he  expressed  much  dissatis&ction  at 
the  measure,  though  it  was  in  his  confused  and  ambiguous 
manner.  I  hardly  understood  his  objections  myself,  but  supposed 
tJiey  referred  chiefly  to  an  interruption  of  the  hunting." 

"  Had  you  then  purchased  the  estate,  or  were  you  examining 
it  with  an  intent  to  buy  1"  asked  Edwards,  a  little  abruptly. 

"It  had  been  mine  for  several  years.  It  was  with  a  view  to 
people  the  land  that  I  visited  the  lake.      Natty  treated  me 


hospitAblf,  but  coldly,  1  thuuglit,  atU-r  he  lesrnml  tlie  notate 
of  my  journej.  I  slept  on  his  own  benr-skiti,  however,  and  in 
the  morning  joined  my  surveyors  again," 

"Said  he  nothing  of  tlie  Indian  rights,  sir!  The  Leather- 
ntocking  is  much  given  lo  inigjtacli  tlic  justice  of  the  tenure  hy 
which  the  wliites  hold  the  country." 

"  1  remember  that  hu  spoke  of  them,  but  I  did  not  clearlj 
comprehend  him,  and  mny  have  forgotten  what  he  said;  for 
the  Indian  title  was  extinguished  so  far  back  as  the  close  of  tha 
old  war ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  at  all,  I  hold  under  the  patenta 
of  the  lioyal  (juvemurii,  confirmed  by  an  act  of  our  own  State 
Leg'slature,  and  no  court  in  the  country  can  affect  my  title." 

"  Doubtlexs,  sir,  your  title  is  both  legal  and  equitable," 
returned  the  youth,  coldly,  reining  his  horse  bat^k,  and  remuiiing 
silent  till  the  subjirct  was  changed. 

It  was  seldom  Mr.  JoneH  Kuffered  any  conversation  to  continue 
for  a  great  length  of  time  witliout  bis  participation.  It  seem* 
that  he  was  of  tlie  party  that  Judge  Temple  had  designated  aa 
his  surveyors ;  and  ho  embrawd  the  op|>orlunity  of  the  pause 
that  succeeded  tlie  rc-lreat  of  young  Edwards,  to  take  up  tha 
discourse,  and  with  it  a  narration  of  their  further  procecdingH, 
af^r  his  own  manner.  As  it  wanted,  however,  the  interest 
that  had  accompanied  the  description  of  the  Judge,  we  must 
decline  tlie  task  of  committing  his  sentences  to  paper. 

They  soon  reached  the  |>oint  where  the  promised  view  waa 
to  be  seen.  It  was  one  of  those  picturesque  and  peculiar  scenef 
that  belong  to  tlie  Otsego,  but  which  required  the  absence  of 
the  ice,  and  the  softness  of  a  summer's  landscape,  to  be  enjoyed 
in  nil  its  beauty.  Marmaduke  liad  early  forewarned  his 
daughter  of  the  seation,  and  of  its  effect  on  Uie  pros|)Cct ;  and 
after  casting  a  cursory  glance  at  iu  capabilities,  tlie  ]>arty  returned 
homeward,  iierfectly  satisfied  that  its  beauties  would  repay  them 
for  the  toil  of  a  second  ride,  at  a  more  projatious  season. 

"  The  8]>rir[g  is  the  gloirmy  time  of  the  American  year,"  said 
the  Judge ;  "  and  it  is  more  peculiarly  the  ea*e  in  these  moun- 
tains.   The  winl«r  seems  to  retreat  to  the  bstnesses  of  tlie  hills. 
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M  to  tbo  dlftdel  of  ils  dominion,  and  »  only  expelled  after  m 
tedious  iiege,  in  which  either  puty,  at  times,  would  ftoem  to  In 
gaining  Uio  victory." 

"A  very  just  and  apposite  figure,  Judge  Temple,"  obwrved 
llie  Sheriff;  "and  the  garrison  under  the  command  of  Jack 
Froet  make  fonnidable  sorties-  -you  understand  what  I  mean  by 
sortjea,  Monsieur ;  sallies  in  Englbh — and  sometimes  drirc 
General  Spiing  and  his  troops  back  again  into  the  low  ooun- 

"  Yea,  B^r,"  returned  the  Frenchman,  whose  prominent  eyes 
were  watching  the  precarious  footsteps  of  the  beast  he  rode,  m 
it  [Hcked  ita  dangerous  nay  among  the  roots  of  trees,  boles,  Ic^- 
bridges,  and  sloughs,  that  formed  the  aggregate  of  the  highway. 
"  Je  V0U3  enlend  ;  de  low  countrie  is  freeze  up  for  half  de  year." 

The  error  of  Mr.  Le  Quoi  was  not  noticed  by  the  Sheriff; 
and  the  reet  of  the  party  were  yielding  to  the  influence  of  the 
changeful  season,  which  was  already  teac)iing  the  equestrians 
that  a  continuance  of  its  mildness  was  not  to  bo  expected  for 
any  length  of  time.  Silence  and  thoughtful neea  succeeded  the 
gaiety  and  conversation  that  had  prevailed  during  the  coni- 
mencement  of  the  ride,  as  clouds  began  to  gather  about  the 
heavens,  apparently  cottecting  from  every  quarter,  in  quick 
motion,  without  the  agency  of  a  breath  of  air. 

While  riding  over  one  of  the  cleared  eminences  that  occurred 
in  their  route,  the  watchful  eye  of  Judge  Temple  pointed  out  to 
bis  daughter  the  approach  of  a  tempest.  Flurries  of  snow 
already  obscured  the  mountain  that  formed  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  lake,  and  the  genial  sensatjon  which  had  quickened 
the  blood  through  their  Teins,  was  already  succeeded  by  the 
deadening  influence  of  an  approaching  north-water. 

All  of  the  party  were  now  busily  engaged  in  making  the 
best  of  their  way  to  tbo  villt^  though  the  badness  of  the  roads 
frequently  compelled  them  to  check  the  impatience  of  their 
animals,  which  often  carried  them  over  placea  that  would  not 
udmit  of  any  gait  ^ter  than  a  walk. 

mcbard  continued  in  advance,  followed  by  Mr.  Li  Qiid; 
12 
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next  to  whom  roUo  Elizabeth,  itho  seemeil  to  have  imbibed  tba 
distance  which  pervaded  tlie  manner  of  youDg  Edwarda,  uooe 
the  tennination  of  the  discourse  between  the  latter  and  her 
father.  Maruiaduke  followed  bis  daughter,  giving  her  freqnent 
and  tender  warnings  as  to  the  management  of  ber  horse.  It 
was,  possibly,  the  evident  dependence  that  Louisa  Grant  placed 
on  his  n&siHtiLiice,  which  induced  the  youth  to  continue  by  her 
side,  iis  they  pursued  their  way  through  a  dreary  and  dark 
wood,  where  the  rays  of  the  sun  could  but  rarely  penetrate,  and 
where  even  the  dayliglit  was  obscured  and  rendered  gloomy  by 
the  deep  forests  that  surrounded  them.  No  wind  had  yet 
reached  the  spot  where  the  equestrians  were  in  motion,  but 
that  dead  stillness  that  often  precedes  a  storm  contributed  to 
render  their  situation  more  irksome  than  if  they  were  already 
subject  to  the  fury  of  the  tempest.  Suddenly  the  voice  of 
young  Edwards  was  heard  shouting  in  those  appalling  tones 
that  carry  alarm  to  the  very  soul,  and  which  curdle  the  blood 
of  thoee  that  hear  them — 

"  A  tree  I  a  tree !  whip — spur  for  your  lives !  a  tree !  a 
tree  I" 

"  A  tree  !  a  tree  !"  echoed  Richard,  giving  his  horse  a  blow 
that  caused  the  alarmed  beast  to  jump  nearly  a  rod,  throwing 
the  mud  and  water  into  the  air  like  a  hurricane, 

"  VoD  tree  I  von  tree  V  shouted  the  Frenchman,  bending 
his  body  on  the  neck  of  his  charger,  shutting  bis  eyes,  and 
playing  on  the  ribs  of  his  beast  with  his  heels  at  a  rate  that 
caused  him  to  be  conveyed  on  the  crupper  of  the  Sheriff  with  a 
marvellous  speed. 

Elizabeth  checked  her  lilly,  and  looked  up  with  an  uncon- 
scious but  alarmed  air,  at  the  very  cause  of  tbeir  danger,  while 
she  listened  to  the  crackling  sounds  that  awoke  the  stillness  of 
the  forest;  but  the  next  instant  her  bridle  was  seized  by  her 
father,  who  cried — 

"  God  protect  my  child !"  and  she  felt  herself  hurried  onward, 
impelled  by  the  vigor  of  his  nervous  arm. 

Bach  one  of  the  party  bowed  to  his  saddle-bows,  as  the 
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tearing  of  branches  was  aucceeded  by  a  sound  like  the  nishing 
of  the  winds,  which  was  followed  by  a  thnndenng  report,  and 
a  shock  that  caused  tlie  very  earth  to  tremble,  as  one  of  tb« 
Doblest  ruius  of  the  fore^it  full  directly  across  their  path. 

One  glance  was  enough  to  assure  Judge  Tein]ile  that  hia 
daughter,  and  those  in  front  of  him,  were  safe,  and  he  turned 
his  eyes,  in  dreadful  anxiety,  to  leam  the  fate  of  the  others. 
Young  Edwards  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  tree,  his  form 
thrown  back  in  his  saddle  ta  its  utmost  distance,  his  lefl  band 
drawing  up  his  bridle  with  its  greatest  force,  while  the  right 
grasped  thiit  of  Miss  Grant,  so  as  to  draw  the  head  of  ber  horsa 
under  ils  body.  Both  the  animals  stood  shaking  in  every  joint 
with  terror,  nnd  snorting  fearfully.  Louisa  herself  had 
relinquished  her  reins,  and  with  her  hands  pressed  on  her  face, 
sat  bending  forward  in  her  saddle,  in  an  attitude  of  despair, 
mingled  Htrangely  with  resignation. 

"Are  you  safe!"  cried  the  Judge,  first  breaking  the  awful 
Mience  of  the  moment. 

"  By  God's  blessing,"  returned  the  youth ;  "  but  if  there  bad 
been  branches  to  the  tree  we  must  have  been  lost " 

He  was  interrupted  by  the  figure  of  Xx>uisa  slowly  yielding  iu 
her  saddle ;  and  but  for  his  arm  she  would  have  sunk  to  the 
earth.  Terror,  bowever,  was  the  only  injury  that  the  clergy- 
man's daughter  hod  sustained,  and  with  the  aid  of  Elizabeth,  she 
was  soon  restored  to  her  senses.  After  some  little  time  was  lost 
in  recovering  her  strength,  the  young  lady  was  replaced  in  her 
saddle,  and  supported  on  either  side  by  Judge  Temple  and  Mr, 
Edwards,  she  was  enabled  to  follow  the  party  iu  their  slow 
progress. 

"  The  sudden  fallings  of  the  trees,"  said  Harmaduke,  "  are  the 
most  dangerous  accidents  in  the  forest,  for  they  are  not  to  be 
foreseen,  being  impelled  by  no  winds,  nor  any  eitranoous  or  visi- 
Lle  cause  ag^nst  which  we  can  guard." 

"  The  reason  of  their  Cdling,  Judge  Temple,  is  very  obvious," 
said  the  Sheriff.  "  The  tree  is  old  and  decayed,  and  it  is  gm- 
dnally  weakened  by  the  fnxia,  until  a  line  drawn  from  the  centre 
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of  gr&nty  falls  without  its  base,  and  then  the  tree  oomes  o(  a 
certainty ;  and  I  should  like  to  know  what  great«r  cotnpuldoD 
there  can  be  for  anything  thwi  a  mathematical  oertuoty.  I 
studied  ninthe 

"  Very  true,  Kichard,"  interrupted  Mnrmaduke  ;  "  thy  reason- 
ing is  trup,  and  if  niy  memory  be  not  over  treacherous,  was 
furnished  by  myself  on  a  former  occasion.  But  how  is  one  to 
guard  agiuiist  tlie  danger)  canst  thou  go  through  the  forests, 
measuring  tlie  bases,  and  calculating  the  centres  of  the  oaks  I 
answer  me  that,  friend  Jones,  and  I  will  say  thou  wilt  do  the 
country  a  service." 

"  Answer  thee  that,  friend  Temple  1"  returned  Richard;  "a 
well  educated  man  can  answer  thee  anything,  sir.  Do  any  trees 
&11  in  this  manner  but  such  as  are  decayed  ?  lake  care  not  to 
approach   the    roots   of  a  rotten  tree,  and  you  will  be  safb 

"  That  would  be  excluding  us  entirely  fi^>in  the  forests,"  said 
Marmadukc.  "  But,  happily,  the  winds  usnally  force  down 
most  of  these  dangerous  ruins,  as  their  currents  are  admitted 
into  the  woods  by  the  surrounding  clearings,  and  such  a  fall  as 
this  has  been  is  very  rare." 

Louisa,  by  this  time,  had  recovered  so  much  strength  as  to 
allow  the  [larty  to  proceed  at  a  quicker  pace,  but  long  heforo 
they  were  safely  housed,  they  were  overtaken  by  the  storm ; 
and  when  they  dismounted  at  the  door  of  the  Mansion-house, 
the  black  plumes  of  Miss  Temple's  hat  were  drooping  with  the 
w^ght  of  a  load  of  damp  snow,  and  the  coats  of  the  gentlemen 
were  powdered  with  the  same  material. 

While  Edwards  was  as»sting  Louisa  from  her  horse,  the 
warm-hearted  girl  caught  his  hand  with  fervor,  and  whispered— 

"  Now,  Mr.  Edwards,  both  father  and  daughter  owe  their 
lives  to  you." 

A  dri\iag  north  westerly  storm  succeeded,  and  before  the 
sun  was  set  every  vestige  of  spring  bad  vanished  ;  the  lake,  the 
mountains,  the  village,  and  the  Selds,  being  again  hidden  under 
one  dazzling  coat  of  snow. 
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From  tbia  time  to  the  close  of  April  the  >veatlier  continued 
to  be  a  succeasion  of  great  and  rapid  changes.  One  da;,  the 
soU  airs  of  spring  aeemed  to  be  stealing  along  the  valley,  and  in 
unison  with  an  invigorating  sun,  attempting  covertly  to  rouse 
the  dormant  powera  of  the  vegetable  world ;  while  on  the  next, 
the  surly  blnsts  from  the  north  would  sweep  across  the  lake, 
and  ernse  every  impression  left  by  their  gentle  adversaries. 
The  snow,  however,  finally  disappeared,  and  the  green  wheat- 
fields  were  seen  in  every  direction,  spotted  with  the  dark  and 
charred  stumps  that  had,  the  preceding  season,  supported  some 
of  the  proudest  trees  of  the  forest.  Ploughs  were  in  motion, 
wherever  those  useful  implements  could  be  used,  and  the 
smokes  of  ^o  sugar-camp  were  no  longer  seen  issuing  from 
the  woods  of  maple.  The  take  bad  lo»t  the  beauty  of  a  field 
of  ice,  but  still  a  dark  and  gloomy  covering  concealed  its 
waters,  for  the  absence  of  currents  left  them  yet  hidden  under  a 
porous  crust,  which,  saturated  with  the  fiuid,  barely  retained 
enough  strength  to  preserve  the  contiguity  of  its  parts.  tATge 
flocks  of  wild  geese  were  seen  parsing  over  the  country,  which 
hovered,  for  a  time,  around  the  hidden  sheet  of  water,  appa- 
rently searching  for  a  resting-place ;  and  then,  on  finding  them- 
selves excluded  by  the  chill  covering,  would  soar  away  to  the 
north,  filling  the  m  with  discordant  screams,  as  if  venting  their 
complaints  at  the  tardy  operations  of  nature. 

For  a  week,  tiie  dark  covering  of  the  Ols^o  was  left  to  the 
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undisturbed  possesuon  of  two  eagles,  who  alighted  od  the 
centre  of  its  field,  and  aat  eyeing  their  undisputed  territory. 
During  the  presence  of  these  monarchs  of  the  air,  the  flocks  of 
ujigrBting  birds  avoided  crossing  the  plain  of  ice,  by  turning 
into  the  liills,  apparently  seeking  the  protection  of  the  forests, 
while  the  white  and  bald  heads  of  the  tenants  of  the  lake  were 
turned  upwards,  with  a  look  of  contempt.  But  the  time  bad 
come,  when  even  these  kings  of  birds  were  to  be  dispossessed. 
An  opening  bad  been  gradually  increasing  at  the  tower  extre- 
mity of  the  lake,  and  around  the  dark  spot  where  the  current 
of  the  river  prevented  tlio  formation  of  ice,  during  even  the 
coldest  weather ;  and  the  fresh  southerly  winds,  that  now 
breathed  freely  upon  the  valley,  made  an  impression  on  the 
waters.  Mimic  naves  began  to  curl  over  the  margin  of  the 
frozen  field,  which  exhibited  an  outlino  of  crystallizations  that 
slowly  receded  towards  the  north.  At  each  step  the  power  of 
the  winds  and  the  waves  incr«?ascd,  until,  after  a  struggle  of  a 
few  hours,  the  turbulent  little  billows  succeeded  in  setting  the 
whole  field  in  motion,  when  it  was  driven  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  eye,  with  a  rapidity  that  was  as  magical  as  the  change  pro- 
duced in  the  scene  by  this  expulsion  of  the  lingering  remnant 
of  winter.  Just  as  the  last  sheet  of  ^tated  ice  was  disap- 
pearing in  the  distance,  the  eagles  rose,  and  soared  with  a  wide 
sweep  above  the  clouds,  while  the  waves  tossed  their  little  caps 
of  snow  into  the  air,  as  if  rioting  in  their  release  from  a  thraldom 
of  five  months'  duration. 

The  following  morning  Elizabeth  was  awakened  by  the 
exhilarating  sounds  of  the  martins,  who  were  quarrelling  and 
chattering  around  the  little  boxes  suspended  above  her  windows, 
and  the  cries  of  Richard,  who  was  calling  in  tones  animating  as 
the  si^a  of  the  season  itself — 

"  Awake !  awake  !  ray  fair  lady  !  the  gulls  are  hovering  over 
the  lake  already,  and  the  heavens  are  alive  with  pigeons.  You 
may  look  an  hour  before  you  can  find  a  hole  throui;h  which  to 
get  a  peep  at  the  sun.     Awake  !  awake  !  lazy  ones  !  Benjamin 

overhauling   the    ammunidon,  and  we    only   wait  for  our 


breakGists,  and  nway  for  the  mouDlAim  and  pigeon  shoot- 
ing." 

There  was  no  resisting  this  animated  appeal,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  Miss  Temple  and  her  friend  descended  to  the  parlor. 
The  doors  of  the  hall  were  tbrown  open,  and  Ibe  mild,  balmy 
air  of  a  clear  spring  morning  was  ventilating  the  apartment, 
where  (lie  vigilance  of  the  ex-steward  had  been  so  long  main- 
taining an  artificial  beat  with  such  unremitted  diligence.  The 
gentlemen  were  impatiently  waiting  for  their  morning's  repast, 
each  equipped  in  the  garb  of  a  sportsman.  Mr.  Jones  made 
many  visits  to  the  southern  door,  and  would  cry — 

"  See,  cousin  Bess  !  see,  'duke,  the  pigeon-roosts  of  the  south 
have  broken  up !  They  are  growing  more  thick  every  instant 
Here  is  a  flock  that  the  eye  cannot  see  the  end  of.  There  is 
food  enough  in  it  to  keep  the  army  of  Xerxes  for  a  month,  and 
feathers  enough  to  make  beds  for  the  whole  country.  Xerxes, 
Mr.  Edward^  was  a  Grecian  king,  who— no,  he  was  a  Turk,  or 
a  Persian,  who  wanted  to  conquer  Greece,  just  the  same  as 
these  rascals  will  overrun  our  wheat  fields,  when  they  come 
back  in    the  fall.      Away  !   away  !   Bess ;    I  long  to  pepper 

In  this  wish  both  Marmaduke  and  young  Edwards  seemed 
equally  to  participate,  for  the  sight  was  exhilarating  Co  a  sports- 
man ;  and  the  ladies  soon  dismissed  the  party  alUr  a  hasty 
breakfast. 

If  the  heavens  were  alive  with  pigeons,  the  whole  village 
seemed  equally  in  motion,  with  men,  women,  and  children. 
Every  species  of  fire-arms,  from  the  French  ducking-gun  with 
a  barrel  near  six  feet  in  length,  to  the  common  horseman's 
pistol,  was  to  be  seen  in  the  hands  of  the  men  and  boys  ;  wliile 
bows  and  arrows,  some  made  of  the  simple  stick  of  a  walnut 
sapling,  and  others  in  a  rude  imitation  of  the  ancient  cmas-bows, 
were  carried  by  many  of  the  latter. 

The  houses  and  the  signs  of  life  apparent  in  the  village, 
drove  the  alarmed  birds  from  the  direct  line  of  their  flight, 
towards  the  mountains,  along  the  sides  and  near  the  bases  of 
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which  they  were  glancing  in  dense  masses,  equally  wonderful 
by  the  rapidity  of  their  motion,  and  their  incredible  numbers. 

We  have  already  said,  that  across  the  inclined  plane  which 
fell  from  the  steep  ascent  of  the  mountain  to  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna,  ran  the  highway,  on  either  side  of  which  a 
clearing  of  many  acres  had  been  made  at  a  very  early  day. 
Over  those  clearings,  and  up  the  eastern  mountain,  and  along 
the  dangerous  path  that  was  cut  into  its  side,  the  different 
individuals  posted  themselves,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  attack 
commenced. 

Among  the  sportsmen  was  the  tall,  gaunt  form  of  Leather- 
stocking,  walking  over  the  field,  with  his  rifle  hanging  on  his 
arm,  his  dogs  at  his  heels  ;  the  latter  now  scenting  the  dead  or 
wounded  birds,  that  were  beginning  to  tumble  from  the  flocks; 
and  then  crouching  under  the  legs  of  their  master,  as  if 
they  participated  in  his  feelings  at  this  wasteful  and  unsports- 
manlike execution. 

Ihe  reports  of  the  fire-arms  became  rapid,  whole  volleys 
rising  from  the  plain,  as  flocks  of  more  than  ordinary  numbers 
darted  over  the  opening,  shadowing  the  field  like  a  cloud ; 
and  then  the  light  smoke  of  a  single  piece  would  issue  from 
among  the  leafless  bushes  on  the  mountain,  as  death  was  hurled 
on  the  retreat  of  the  afFriglited  birds,  who  were  rising  from  a 
volley,  in  a  vain  effort  to  escape.  Arrows,  and  missiles  of  every 
kind,  were  in  the  midst  of  the  flocks ;  and  so  numerous  were 
the  birds,  and  so  low  did  they  take  their  flight,  that  even  long 
poles,  in  the  hands  of  those  on  the  sides  of  the  mountain,  were 
used  to  strike  them  to  the  earth. 

During  all  this  time,  Mr.  Jones,  who  disdained  the  humble 
and  ordinary  means  of  destniction  used  by  his  companions, 
was  busily  occupied,  aided  by  Benjamin,  in  making  arrange- 
ments for  an  assault  of  more  than  ordinarily  fatal  character. 
Among  the  relics  of  the  old  military  excursions,  that  occasion- 
ally are  discovered  throughout  the  difierent  districts  of  the 
western  part  of  New  York,  there  had  been  found  in  Templeton, 
at  its  settlement,  a  small  swive!,  which  would  carry  a  ball  of  n 
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pound  weight.  It  was  tliuught  to  have  been  deserted  by  a  wai 
party  of  the  whites,  in  one  of  their  inroads  inte  the  Indian 
Kttlcmenta,  wLeu,  perhaps,  conveoieiice  or  their  Necessity 
induced  then)  to  le»ve  such  an  incumbrance  behind  them  in 
the  woods.  This  miniature  cannon  had  been  released  from  Ihe 
rust,  and  being  mounted  on  little  wheels,  waa  now  in  a  state 
ibr  actual  service.  For  several  yeara,  it  was  the  sole  oi^au  for 
extraordinary  rejoicings  used  in  those  mountains.  On  the 
mornings  of  the  Fourths  of  July,  it  would  b«  heard  ringing 
among  the  bills ;  and  even  Captain  Hollister,  who  was  the  high- 
est authority  in  that  part  of  the  country  on  all  such  occasions, 
affirmed  that,  considering  its  dimensions,  it  was  no  despicable  gun 
for  a  salute.  It  waa  somewhat  the  worse  for  the  service  it  hjul 
performed,  it  is  true,  there  being  but  a  trifling  difference  in  size 
between  the  touch-hole  and  the  muzzle.  Still,  the  grand 
conceptions  of  Richard  had  suggested  the  importance  of  such 
an  in.strument  in  hurling  death  at  his  nimble  enemies.  The 
swivel  WHS  drugged  by  a  horse  into  a  part  of  the  open  space 
that  the  Sheriff  thought  most  eligible  for  planting  a  battery  of 
the  kind,  and  Mr.  Pump  proceeded  to  load  iL  Several  hsndfuls 
of  duck-shot  were  placed  on  top  of  the  powder,  and  the  major- 
domo  announced  that  his  piece  was  ready  for  service. 

The  sight  of  such  an  implement  collected  all  the  idle  specta- 
tors to  the  spot,  who,  being  mostly  boys,  filled  the  air  with 
cries  of  exultation  and  delight.  The  gun  was  pointed  high,  and 
Richard,  holding  a  coal  of  lire  in  a  pair  of  tengs,  patiently 
took  his  scat  on  n  stump,  awaiting  the  appearance  of  a  flock 
worthy  of  his  notice. 

So  prodigious  was  the  number  of  the  birds,  that  the  scattering 
lire  of  the  guns,  with  the  burling  of  missilea,  and  the  cries  of 
the  boys,  had  no  other  effect  than  to  break  off  small  flocks  from 
the  immense  masses  that  continued  to  dart  along  the  valley,  as 
if  the  whole  of  the  feathered  tribe  were  pouring  through  thai 
one  pass.  None  pretended  to  collect  the  game,  which  lay 
scattered  over  the  fields  in  such  profusioD  as  to  cover  the  reiy 
ground  with  the  fluttering  victims. 
12* 
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Lealhet-stockinji;  was  a  silent,  but  uneasy  spectator  of  all 
these  procee<Iiiigs,  but  was  able  to  keep  big  sentiments  to  bim- 
■elf  unUl  he  saw  the  introduction  of  the  smvcl  into  the  sports. 

"This  comes  of  Bettiing  a  country  !"  he  said  ;  "here  have  I 
known  the  pigeons  to  fly  for  forty  long  years,  and.  till  you  made 
your  clearingB,  there  wbs  nobody  to  skear  or  to  hurt  them.  I 
loved  to  see  them  come  into  the  wooda,  fur  they  were  company 
to  a  body ;  hurting  nothing ;  being,  us  it  was,  as  harmless  as  a 
gftrt«r'Bnake.  But  now  it  gives  me  sore  thoughts  when  I  hear 
the  frighty  things  whizzing  through  the  air,  for  I  know  it's  only 
H  motion  to  bring  out  all  the  brats  in  the  village.  Well !  the 
Lord  won't  see  the  waste  of  his  creatures  for  nothing,  and  right 
wil!  be  done  to  the  pigeons,  as  well  as  others,  by  and  by. 
There's  Mr.  Oliver,  as  bad  as  the  rest  of  them,  firing  into  the 
flocks,  as  if  he  was  shooting  down  nothing  but  Mingo  warriors." 

Among  tlie  sportsmen  was  Billy  Kirby,  who,  armed  with  an 
old  musket,  was  loading,  and  without  even  looking  into  the  air, 
was  firing  and  shouting  as  his  victims  fell  even  on  his  own 
person.  He  henrd  the  speech  of  Natty,  and  took  upon  himself 
to  reply — 

"  What !  old  Leather-stocking,"  be  cried,  "  grumbling  at  the 
loss  of  a  few  pigeons !  If  you  had  to  sow  your  wheat  twice, 
and  three  times,  as  I  have  done,  you  wouldn't  bo  so  massyfully 
feeling  towards  the  divils, — Hurrah,  boys  1  scatter  the  feathers  ! 
This  is  better  tlian  shooting  at  a  turkey's  head  and  neck,  old 
fellow." 

"  It's  better  for  you,  maybe,  Billy  Kirby,"  replied  the  indig- 
nant old  hunter,  "  and  all  them  llint  don't  know  how  to  put  a 
ball  down  a  rifle  barrel,  or  how  to  bring  it  up  again  with  a  true 
Mm ;  but  it's  wicked  to  bo  shooting  into  flocks  in  this  wasty 
manner ;  and  none  do  it,  who  know  how  to  knock  over  a  single 
bird.  If  a  body  lias  a  craving  for  pigeon's  flesh,  why,  it's  ' 
made  the  same  as  all  other  creatures,  for  man's  eating ;  but  not 
to  kill  twenty  and  cat  one.  When  I  want  such  a  thing  I  gc 
into  the  woods  till  I  find  one  to  my  liking,  and  then  I  shoot 
bim  olT  the  branches,  without  touching  the  feather  of  another. 
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though  there  might  be  a  hnodred  on  the  same  tree.  Tou 
couldn't  do  such  a  thing,  Billy  Kirby — you  couldn't  do  it,  if 
yon  tried." 

"  What's  that,  old  corn-stalk!  you  sajiless  stubP  cried  the 
wood-chopper.  "  You  have  grown  wordy,  since  the  a^r  of  the 
turkey ;  but  if  you  are  for  a  single  shot,  here  goes  at  that  bird 
which  comes  on  by  himseir." 

The  fire  from  the  distant  part  of  the  field  had  driven  a  single 
pigeon  below  the  Ilock  to  which  it  belonged,  and,  frightened 
with  the  constant  reports  of  the  muskets,  it  was  approaching  the 
spot  where  the  disputants  stood,  darting  first  from  one  side  and 
then  to  the  other,  cutting  the  air  with  the  swiftness  of  lightning, 
and  making  a  noise  with  its  wings,  not  unlike  the  rushing  of  a 
bullet.  Unfortunately  for  the  wood -chopper,  notwithstanding 
his  vaunt,  he  did  not  see  this  bird  until  it  was  too  late  to  fire 
as  it  approached,  and  he  pulled  bis  trigger  at  the  unlucky 
moment  when  it  was  darting  immediately  over  his  head.  The 
bird  continued  its  course  with  the  uguHl  velocity. 

Natty  lowered  the  rifle  from  his  arm  when  the  challenge  was 
made,  and  waiting  a  moment,  until  the  terrified  victim  bad  got 
in  a  line  with  his  eye,  and  had  dropped  near  the  hank  of  the 
lake,  he  nused  it  again  with  uncommon  rapidity,  and  fired.  It 
might  have  been  cliance,  or  it  might  have  been  skill,  that  pro- 
duced the  result ;  it  was  probably  a  union  of  both  ;  but  the 
pigeon  whirled  over  in  the  air,  and  fell  into  the  lake,  with  a 
broken  wing.  At  the  sound  of  his  rifle,  both  his  dogs  started 
from  his  feet,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  "  slut "  brought  out  the 
bird,  still  alive. 

The  wonderitil  exploit  of  Leather'Stocking  wa^  noised  through 
the  field  with  great  rapidity,  and  the  sportsmen  gathered  in,  to 
learn  the  truth  of  the  report 

"  What  r  said  young  Edwards,  "  have  you  really  killed  a 
pigeon  on  the  wing.  Natty,  with  a  single  ball  V 

"  Haven't  I  killed  loons  before  now,  lad,  that  dive  at  the 
flash r  returned  the  hunter.  "It's  much  better  tc  kill  only 
such  w  you  want,  without  wasting  your  powder  and  lead,  than 
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to  be  firing  into  Ood's  creatures  m  tbis  wicked  manner.  Bnt  1 
Game  out  for  a  bird,  and  you  know  the  reason  why  I  like  Hinall 
game,  Mr.  Oliver,  and  now  I  have  got  one  I  will  go  home,  for  1 
don't  reliab  to  see  these  wast;  ways  that  you  ore  all  practysing, 
flu  if  the  least  thing  wasn't  made  for  use,  and  not  to  destroy." 

"Tliou  sayeat  well,  Leather- stocking,"  cried  Uarmaduke, 
"  and  I  begin  to  think  it  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  work  of 
dustruction." 

"  Put  an  ind.  Judge,  to  your  clearings.  An't  tbe  woods  his 
work  as  well  as  the  pigeons  t  Use,  but  don't  waste.  Wasn't 
the  woods  made  for  the  bensta  and  birds  to  barbor  int  and 
wben  man  wanted  their  flesh,  their  skins,  or  their  feathers, 
tliere's  the  place  to  seek  tliem.  But  I'll  go  to  the  but  with  my 
own  game,  for  I  wouldn't  touch  one  of  the  harmless  things  that 
cover  the  ground  here,  looking  up  with  their  eyes  on  me,  as  if 
tbey  only  wanted  tongues  to  say  their  thoughts." 

With  tbis  sentiment  in  his  raoutli,  Lcatherstocking  threw 
his  rifle  over  his  arm,  and  followed  by  his  dogs,  stepped  across 
tbe  clearing  with  great  caution,  taking  caro  not  to  tread  on  one 
of  the  wounded  Urds  in  bis  path.  He  soon  entered  tbe  buabea 
on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  was  bid  from  view. 

Whatever  imprexsion  tbe  morality  of  Natty  made  on  the 
Judge,  it  was  utterly  lost  on  Richard.  He  availed  himself  of 
the  gathering  of  the  sportsmen,  to  lay  a  plan  for  one  "  fell 
swoop"  of  destruction.  The  musket  men  were  drawn  up  in 
battle  army,  in  a  line  extending  on  each  side  of  his  artillery, 
with  ordcre  to  await  the  signal  of  firing  from  himself. 

"  Stand  by,  my  lads,"  said  Benjamin,  who  acted  aa  an  aide' 
de^camp  on  this  occasion,  "stand  by,  my  ht'nrties,  and  when 
Squire  Dickens  heaves  out  the  signal  to  begin  firing,  d'ye  see, 
you  may  open  upon  them  in  a  broadside.  Take  caro  and  fire 
low,  boys,  and  you'll  be  sure  to  hull  tbe  flock." 

"Fire  low!"  shouted  Kirby: — "hear  the  old  fool!  Ifw« 
Gro  low,  we  may  hit  the  stumps,  but  not  ruffle  a  pigeon." 

"  How  should  you  know,  you  lubber !"  cried  Benjamin,  witli 
n  very  unbecoming  heat  for  an  officer  on  the  eve  of  battle— 
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"liow  should  yoii  know,  you  grampus  t  Haven't  I  sailed 
aboard  of  the  Boadisby  for  five  years  t  and  wasn't  it  a  standing 
order  to  fire  low,  and  (o  hull  your  enemy  1  Ke«p  silence  at 
your  guns,  boys,  and  mind  the  order  that  is  passed." 

The  loud  laughs  of  the  musket  men  were  ulenced  by  Iho 
more  authoritative  voice  of  Kchard,  who  called  for  attenUon 
and  obedience  U>  his  signals. 

Some  millions  of  pigeons  were  supposed  to  bave  alreadj 
passed,  that  morning,  over  the  valley  of  Templeton;  but 
nothing  like  tLe  flock  that  was  now  approaching  bad  been  seen 
befoK.  It  extended  from  mountain  to  mountain  in  one  solid 
blue  mass,  and  the  eye  looked  in  vain,  over  the  southern  hills, 
to  find  its  termioadon.  The  front  of  this  living  column  was 
distinctly  marked  by  a  line  but  very  slightly  indented,  so  regular 
and  even  was  the  flight  Even  Marmaduke  forgot  the  morality 
of  Leather  stocking  ns  it  approached,  and,  in  common  with  the 
rest,  brought  his  musket  to  a  poise. 

"  I^lre !"  cried  the  Sheriff^  clapping  a  coal  to  the  priming  of 
the  cannon.  As  half  of  Benjamin's  charge  escaped  through  the 
touch-bole,  the  whole  volley  of  the  musketry  preceded  the  rep<»t 
of  the  swivel.  On  receiving  this  united  discharge  of  small-arms, 
tbe  front  of  tbe  flock  darted  upwards,  while,  at  the  same  instant, 
myriads  of  those  in  the  rear  rushed  with  amazing  rapidity  into 
their  places,  bo  that  when  the  column  of  white  smoke  gushed 
from  the  mouth  of  the  little  cannon,  an  accumulated  mass  of 
objects  was  gliding  over  its  point  of  direction.  The  roar  of  the 
gun  echoed  along  the  mountuns,  and  died  away  to  the  north, 
like  distant  thunder,  while  the  whole  fiocb  of  alarmed  birds 
seemed,  for  a  moment,  thrown  into  one  disorderly  and  agitated 
mass.  The  air  was  filled  with  their  irregular  flight,  layer  rising 
above  layer,  far  above  the  tops  of  the  highest  pines,  none  daring 
to  advance  beyond  the  dangerovis  pass ;  when,  suddenly,  some 
of  tbe  leaders  of  the  feathered  tribe  shut  across  the  valley, 
taking  their  flight  directly  over  the  village,  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  in  their  rear  followed  the  example,  deserting  the 
eastfrn  aide  of  tbe  plain  to  their  persecutors  and  the  slain. 
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"  Victory  !"  shouted  lUchard,  "  victory !  we  base  driven  the 
enemy  from  the  field." 

"  Not  BO,  Dickon,"  aaid  Marmaduko  :  "  the  Geld  U  covered 
with  them ;  and,  like  the  Leather-stocking,  I  see  nothing  but 
eyes,  in  eveiy  direction,  as  the  innocent  tuSerers  turn  their 
heads  in  terror.  Pull  one  half  of  those  tliat  have  &llen  are  yet 
■live ;  and  I  think  it  is  time  to  end  the  B[K>rt,  if  sport  it  be." 

"Sport!"  cried  the  Sheriff;  "it  is  princely  sport  1  There 
are  some  thousands  of  the  blue-coated  boys  on  the  ground,  so 
that  every  old  woman  in  the  village  may  have  a  pot-pie  for  the 

"  Well,  we  have  happily  frightened  the  birds  from  this  side 
of  the  valley,"  sud  Marmaduke,  "and  the  carnage  must  of 
necessity  end,  for  the  present  Boys,  I  will  give  you  sixpence 
a  hundred  for  the  pigeons'  heads  only :  so  go  to  work,  and 
bring  them  into  the  village." 

This  expedient  produced  the  desired  effect,  for  every  urchin 
on  the  ground  went  industriously  to  work  to  wring  the  necks 
of  the  wounded  birds.  Judge  Temple  retired  towards  his 
dwelling  with  that  kind  of  feeling  that  many  a  man  has  experi- 
enced before  him,  who  discovers,  afler  the  excitement  of  the 
moratnt  has  passed,  that  he  has  purchased  pleasure  at  the  price 
of  misery  to  otheis.  Hoisi»  were  loaded  with  tlio  dead ;  and, 
after  this  first  burst  of  sporting,  the  shooting  of  pigeons  became 
a  business,  with  a  fbw  idlers,  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
Richard,  however,  boasted  for  many  n  year,  of  his  shot  with  the 
"cricket;"  and  Benjamin  gravely  asserted,  that  he  thought  they 
killed  nearly  as  many  pigeons  on  that  day,  as  there  were  French- 
men destroyed  on  the  memorable  occasion  of  Rodney's  vidoiy. 
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The  advance  of  the  season  now  became  as  rapid  as  its  firal 
approach  had  been  tedious  and  lingering.  He  daya  were 
nniforml;  mild,  while  the  nights,  tliougli  cool,  were  no  longer 
diilled  hj  frosts.  The  whip-poor-will  was  heard  whistling  bis 
melancholy  notes  along  the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  the  ponds 
and  meadows  were  sending  fortb  the  music  of  their  thousand 
tenante.  The  leaf  of  the  native  poplar  was  seen  quivering  in 
the  woods ;  the  sides  of  tlie  mountains  began  to  lose  their  hue 
of  brown,  as  the  lively  green  of  tlie  different  members  of  the 
forest  blended  their  shades  with  the  permanent  colors  of  the 
pine  and  hemlock  ;  and  even  the  buda  of  the  tardy  oak  were 
swelling  with  the  promise  of  the  coming  summer.  The  gay  and 
fluttering  blue-bird,  the  social  robin,  and  the  industrioua  little 
wren,  were  all  to  be  seen  enlivening  the  fields  with  their  pre- 
sence and  their  songs  ;  while  the  soaring  fish-hawk  was  already 
hovering  over  the  waters  of  the  Otsego,  watching,  witli  native 
Toradty,  for  tiie  appearance  of  his  prey. 

The  tenants  of  the  lake  were  far-famed  for  both  their  quanti- 
ties and  their  quality,  and  the  ice  had  hardly  disappeared, 
before  numberless  little  boats  were  launched  from  the  shores, 
and  the  lines  of  the  fishermen  were  dropped  into  the  inmost 
recesses  of  its  deepest  cavema,  tempting  the  nnwary  animala 
with  every  variety  of  bait  that  the  ingenuity  or  the  art  of  man 
had  invented.  But  the  slow,  though  certain  adventuiea  with 
hook  and  tine  were  ill  suited  to  the  profusion  and  impatience 
of  the  settlers.     More  destructive  means  were  resorted  to ;  and, 
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as  the  season  had  now  arrived  when  the  bass-fisheries  were 
allowed  by  the  provisions  of  the  law  that  Judge  Temple  had 
procured,  the  Sheriff  declared  his  intention,  by  availing  himself 
of  the  first  dark  night,  to  enjoy  the  sport  in  person. 

''  And  you  shall  be  present,  cousin  Bess,"  he  .added,  when  he 
announced  this  design,  ^  and  Miss  Grant,  and  Mr.  Edwards ; 
and  I  will  show  you  what  I  call  fishing — not  nibble,  nibble, 
nibble,  as  'duke  does  when  he  goes  after  the  salmon-trout 
There  ho  will  sit  for  hours,  in  a  broiling  sun,  or,  perhaps,  over 
a  hole  in  the  ice,  in  tlie  coldest  days  in  winter,  under  the  lee  of 
a  few  bushes,  and  not  a  fish  will  he  caU;h,  after  all  this  mortifi- 
cation of  the  flesh.  No,  no— give  mo  a  good  seine  that's  fifty  or 
sixty  fathoms  in  length,  with  a  jolly  parcel  of  boatmen  to  crack 
their  jokes  the  while,  with  Benjamin  to  steer,  and  let  us  haul 
thein  in  by  thousands  ;  I  call  that  fishing." 

**  Ah  !  Dickon,"  cried  Marmaduke,  "  thou  knowest  but  little 
of  the  pleasure  there  is  in  playing  with  the  hook  and  line,  or 
thou  wouldst  be  more  saving  of  the  game.  I  have  known 
thee  to  leave  fragments  enough  behind  thee,  when  thou  hast 
headed  a  night-party  on  the  lake,  to  feed  a  dozen  famishing 
families." 

**  I  shall  not  dispute  the  matter.  Judge  Temple  :  this  night 
will  I  go ;  and  I  invite  the  company  to  attend,  and  then  let 
them  decide  between  us." 

Richard  was  busy,  during  most  of  the  afternoon,  making  his 
preparations  for  the  important  occasion.  Just  as  the  light  of 
the  setting  sun  had  disappeared,  and  a  new  moon  had  begun 
to  throw  its  shadows  on  the  earth,  the  fishermen  took  their 
departure  in  a  boat,  for  a  point  that  was  situated  on  the  western 
shore  of  the  lake,  at  the  distance  of  rather  more  than  half  a 
mile  from  the  village.  The  ground  had  become  settled,  and 
the  walking  was  good  and  dry.  Marmaduke,  with  his  daughter, 
her  friend,  and  young  Edwards,  continued  on  the  high  grassy 
banks  at  tlie  outlet  of  the  placid  sheet  of  water,  watching  tlie 
dark  object  that  was  moving  across  the  lake,  until  it  entered  the 
shade  of  the  western  hills,  and  was   lost  to  the  eye.     The 
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dtttaDce  round  by  land  to  the  point  of  destJDfttioii  wan  a  mile, 
and  lie  observed — 

"  It  is  time  for  us  to  be  moving :  the  moon  will  be  down  ere 
wo  reach  the  point,  and  then  tlie  miraculous  hauls  of  Dickon 
will  commence." 

The  evening  was  warm,  and,  after  the  long  and  dreary  win- 
ter from  which  they  had  just  escaped,  delightfully  in vigt, rating. 
Inspirited  by  the  scene  and  their  anticipated  amusement,  the 
youthful  companions  of  the  Judge  followed  his  stepe,  as  be  led 
them  along  the  shores  of  the  Otsego,  and  through  the  skirts  of 
llie  village. 

"See!"  said  young  Edwards,  "ihey  are  building  their  firn 
already  ;  it  glimmers  for  a  moment,  and  dies  ag^n  like  tbo 
light  of  afire-Uy.'" 

"Now  it  blazes,"  cried  Elizabeth  :  "you  can  perceive  figures 
moving  around  the  lighL  Oh  !  I  would  liet  my  jewels  against 
the  gold  beads  of  Remarkable,  that  my  impatient  cousin  Dickon 
had  an  agency  in  raising  that  bright  flamo  ; — and  see ;  it  fiules 
again,  like  moat  of  his  britliaat  schemes." 

"Thou  hast  guessed  the  truth,  Bess,"  said  her  father;  "he 
has  tlirown  an  armful  of  brush  on  tlie  pile,  which  has  burnt  out 
as  soon  as  lighted.  But  it  has  enabled  them  to  find  a  better 
fuel,  for  their  fire  begins  to  blaze  with  a  more  steady  flame.  It 
is  the  true  fisherman's  be.ieou  now  ;  observe  how  beautifully  it 
throws  its  little  circle  of  light  on  the  water  I" 

The  appearance  of  the  fire  urged  the  pedestrians  on,  for  even 
the  ladies  had  become  eager  to  witness  the  miraculous  draught. 
By  the  time  they  reached  the  bank,  which  rose  above  the  low 
point  where  the  fishermen  had  landed,  the  moon  had  sunk 
behind  the  lope  of  the  western  pines,  and,  as  most  of  the  stara 
were  obscured  by  clouds,  there  was  but  little  other  light  than 
that  which  proceeded  from  the  fire.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mar 
maduke,  his  companions  paused  to  listen  to  the  conversation  of 
those  below  them,  nnd  examine  tlie  parly  for  a  moment  beforo 
they  descended  to  the  shore. 

Hie  whole  group  were  seated  around  the  fire,  with  the  excep- 
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tion  of  Richard  and  Benjamin ;  the  former  of  whom  oocnpiod 
the  root  of  a  decayed  stump,  that  had  been  drawn  to  the  spot 
as  part  of  their  fuel,  and  the  latter  was  standing,  with  his  arms 
a-kimbo,  so  near  to  the  flame,  that  the  smoke  occasionally 
obscured  his  solemn  visage,  as  it  waved  around  the  pile,  in  obe 
dience  to  the  night  airs  that  swept  gently  over  the  water. 

**  Why,  look  you,  Squire,"  said  the  major-domo,  "  you  may 
call  a  lake-fish  that  will  weigh  twenty  or  thirty  pounds  a  serious 
matter ;  but  to  a  man  who  has  hauled  in  a  shovel-nosed  shirk, 
d'ye  see,  it's  but  a  poor  kind  of  fishing  after  all." 

"  I  don't  know,  Benjamin,"  returned  the  Sheriff:  "  a  haul  of 
one  thousand  Otsego  bass,  without  counting  pike,  pickerel, 
perch,  bull-pouts,  Salmon-trouts,  and  suckers,  is  no  bad  fishing, 
let  me  tell  you.  There  may  be  sport  in  sticking  a  shark,  br.t 
what  is  he  good  for  afler  you  have  got  him  ?  Now,  any  one  of 
the  fish  that  I  have  named  is  fit  to  set  before  a  king." 

"  Well,  Squire,"  returned  Benjamin,  "just  listen  to  the  philo- 
sophy of  the  thing.  Would  it  stand  to  reason,  that  such  fish 
should  live  and  be  catched  in  this  here  little  pond  of  water, 
where  it's  hardly  deep  enough  to  drown  a  man,  as  you'll  find 
in  the  wide  ocean,  where,  as  everybody  knows,  that  is,  every- 
body that  has  followed  the  seas,  whales  and  grampuses  are  to 
be  seen,  that  are  as  long  as  one  of  the  pine  trees  on  yonder 
mountain  ?" 

"  Softly,  softly,  Benjamin,"  siiid  the  Sheriflf,  as  if  he  wished  to 
save  the  credit  of  his  favorite ;  "  why  some  of  the  pines  will 
measure  two  hundred  feet,  and  even  more." 

"  Two  hundred  or  two  thousand,  it's  all  the  same  thing," 
cried  Benjamin,  with  an  air  which  manifested  that  he  was  not 
easily  to  be  bullied  out  of  his  opinion,  on  a  subject  hke  the  pre- 
sent. "  Haven't  I  been  there,  and  haven't  I  seen  ?  I  have  said 
that  you  fall  in  with  whales  as  long  as  one  of  them  there  pines ; 
and  what  I  have  once  said  I'll  stand  to !" 

During  this  dialogue,  which  was  evidently  but  the  close  of  a 
much  longer  discussion,  the  huge  frame  of  Billy  Kirby  was  seen 
extended  on  one  side  of  tJie  fire,  where  he  was  picking  his  teetli 
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with  splinters  of  the  chips  near  him,  and  occaMonallj  shaking 
hit  hend  with  distrust  of  Bcnjsmiti's  assertions. 

"  Tve  a  notion,"  said  the  wood-chopper,  "  that  there's  vnier  in 
this  lake  to  swim  the  biggest  whale  that  ever  was  invented ;  and, 
as  to  the  pines,  I  think  1  ought  to  know  su'thing  consarning 
them ;  I  have  chopped  many  a  on(«  that  was  urty  times  the 
length  of  my  helve,  without  counting  the  eye  :  and  I  beheve, 
Benny,  that  if  the  old  pine  that  stands  in  the  hollow  of  tht  ' 
Vision  Mountain,  just  over  the  village — ^you  may  see  the  tree 
itself  by  looking  up,  for  the  moon  is  on  lis  top  yet : — well,  now 
I  believe,  if  that  same  tree  was  planted  out  in  the  deepest  part 
of  the  lake,  there  would  be  water  enough  for  the  biggest  ship 
that  ever  was  built  to  float  over  it,  without  touching  its  upper 
branches,  I  do." 

"  Did'ee  ever  see  a  ship,  Master  Eirby  V  roared  the  steward 
— "  did'ee  ever  see  a  ship,  man  1  or  any  craft  bigger  than  a 
lime-scow,  or  a  wood-boat,  on  this  here  small  bit  of  fresh 
water  V 

"  Yes,  I  have,"  said  the  wood-chopper,  stoutly ;  "  I  can  say 
that  I  have,  and  tell  no  lie." 

"  Did'ee  ever  see  a  British  ship.  Master  Eirby  t  an  English 
line-of-battle  ship,  boy  !  Where  away  did'ee  ever  fell  in  with 
A  regular  built  vessel,  with  starn-poet  and  cut-water,  garboard 
streak  and  plank-shear,  gangways,  and  hatchways,  and  water- 
ways, quarter-deck  and  forecastle,  ay,  and  flush-deck  f — tell  me 
thst,  man,  if  you  can  ;  where  away  did'ee  ever  fall  in  with  a  full 
rigged,  regular  built,  decked  vessel  V 

The  whole  company  were  a  cood  deal  astounded  with  this 
overwhelming  question,  and  even  Richard  afterwards  remarked, 
that  it  "  was  a  thousand  pities  that  Benjaniin  could  not  read,  or 
he  must  have  made  a  valuable  olicer  to  the  British  marine.  It 
is  no  wonder  that  they  overcame  the  French  so  easily  on  the 
water,  when  even  the  lowect  sailor  so  well  tindeislood  the  dif- 
ferent parta  of  a  vessel."  But  Billy  Eirby  was  a  fearleas  wight, 
and  had  great  jealousy  of  foreign  dictation  ;  he  had  arisen  on  hn 
feet,  and  turned  his  back  to  the  fire,  durinir  the  voluble  delivery 
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of  this  interrogatory  ;  and  when  the  steward  ended,  contnuy  to 
all  expectation,  he  gave  the  following  spirited  reply : — 

"  Where !  why  on  the  North  River,  and  maybe  on  Cham- 
plain.'  There^s  sloops  on  the  river,  boy,  that  would  give  a  hard 
time  on't  to  the  stoutest  vessel  King  George  owns.  They  carry 
masts  of  ninety  feet  in  the  clear  of  good  solid  pine,  for  Fve  been 
at  the  chopping  of  many  a  one  in  Varmount  state.  I  wish  I 
was  captain  in  one  of  them,  and  you  was  in  that  Board-dish  that 
you  talk  so  much  about ;  and  we'd  soon  see  what  good  Yankee 
stuff  is  made  on,  and  whether  a  Varmounter's  hide  an*t  as  thick 
as  an  Englishman's.*^ 

llie  echoes  from  the  opposite  hills,  which  were  more  than 
half  a  mile  from  the  fishing  point,  sent  back  the  discordant 
laugh  that  Benjamin  gave  forth  at  this  cliallenge ;  and  the 
woods  that  covered  their  sides  seemed,  by  the  noise  that  issued 
from  their  shades,  to  be  full  of  mocking  demons. 

"  Let  us  descend  to  the  shore,"  whispered  Marmaduke,  "  or 
there  will  soon  be  ill-blood  between  them.  Benjamin  is  a  fear- 
less boaster ;  and  Eirby,  though  good-natured,  is  a  careless  son 
of  the  forest,  who  thinks  one  American  more  than  a  match  for 
six  Englishmen.  I  marvel  that  Dickon  is  silent,  where  there  is 
such  a  trial  of  skill  in  the  superlative  l^ 

The  appearance  of  Judge  Temple  and  the  ladies  produced,  if 
not  a  pacification,  at  least  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  Obedient  to 
the  directions  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  fishermen  prepared  to  launch 
their  boat,  which  had  been  seen  in  the  background  of  the  view, 
with  the  net  carefully  disposed  on  a  little  platform  in  its  stern, 
ready  for  service.  Richard  gave  vent  to  his  reproaches  at  the 
tardiness  of  the  pedestrians,  when  all  the  turbulent  passions  of 
the  party  were  succeeded  by  a  calm,  as  mild  and  as  placid  as 
that  which  prevailed  over  the  beautiful  sheet  of  water  that  they 
were  about  to  rifle  of  its  best  treasures. 

The  night  had  now  become  so  dark  as  to  render  objects, 
without  the  reach  of  the  light  of  the  fire,  not  only  indistinct,  but 
in  most  cases  invisible.  For  a  little  distance  tlie  water  was  dis- 
cernible, glistening,  as  the  glare  from  the  fire  danced  over  its 
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■nr&c^,  loucliing  it  here  and  there  witli  red  quivering  Btreaka  ■ 
but  at  a  hundred  feet  from  the  shore,  there  lay  a  boundary  of 
impenetrable  gloom.  One  or  two  stare  were  shining  through 
the  openings  of  the  cloudfi,  and  the  lights  nere  seen  in  the 
village,  glinmeriDg  faintly,  us  if  at  an  im measurable  distance. 
At  times  Hs  the  fire  lowered,  or  as  the  horizon  cleared,  the  out- 
line of  the  mountain,  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake,  might  be 
traced  by  its  undulations ;  but  ita  shadow  was  cast,  wide  and 
dense,  on  the  bosom  of  the  water,  rendering  the  darknees  in 
that  direction  trebly  deep. 

Benjamin  Pump  was  invariably  the  cockswain  and  net^caster 
of  Richard's  boat,  unless  llie  Sheriff  saw  fit  to  preside  in  person ; 
and,  on  the  present  occasion,  Billy  Kirby,  and  a  youth  of  about 
half  his  strength,  were  assigned  to  the  oars.  The  remainder  of 
the  assistants  were  stationed  at  the  drug  ropes.  The  arrange- 
ments were  speedily  made,  and  Richard  gave  the  signal  to 
"  shove  off." 

Ehzabeth  watched  the  motion  of  the  battenu  as  it  pulled 
from  the  shore,  letting  loose  its  rope  as  it  went,  but  it  soon  dis- 
appeared in  the  darkness,  when  the  ear  wns  her  only  guide  to 
its  evolutions.  There  was  great  affectation  of  stillness  during 
all  these  manteuvres,  in  order,  ns  Richard  assured  them,  "  not  to 
frighten  the  bass,  who  were  running  into  the  shoal  waters,  and 
who  would  approach  the  light  if  not  disturbed  by  the  sounds 
from  tlie  fishermen," 

The  hoarse  voice  of  Benjamin  was  alone  heard  issuing  out  of 
the  gloom,  as  he  uttered,  in  authoritative  tones,  "  pull  larboard 
oar,"  "  pull  starboard,"  "  give  way  tt^ther,  boys,"  and  such 
other  diclatjve  mandates  as  were  necessary  for  the  right  dispo- 
sition of  his  seine.  A  long  time  was  passed  in  this  necessary 
part  of  the  process,  for  Benjamin  prided  himself  greatly  on  his 
skill  in  throwing  the  net,  and,  in  fact,  most  of  the  success  of  the 
sport  depended  on  its  being  done  with  judgment  At  length  a 
loud  splash  in  the  water,  as  he  threw  away  the  "  staff,"  or 
"  stretcher,"  with  a  hoaree  call  from  iJie  steward,  of  "  clear," 
announoed  that  the  boat  was  returning  ;  when  Richard  seized  a 
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brand  from  the  fire,  and  ran  to  a  point,  as  far  a)x)ve  the  centre 
of  the  fifthing  ground,  as  the  one  from  which  the  batteau  had 
started  was  below  it 

''  Stick  her  in  dead  for  the  Squire,  boys,^  said  the  steward, 
*^  and  we'll  have  a  look  at  what  grows  in  this  here  pond.** 

In  place  of  the  falling  net  were  now  to  be  huird  the  quick 
strokes  of  the  oars,  and  the  noise  of  the  rope  running  out  of  the 
boat.  Presently  the  battr^au  shot  into  the  circle  of  light,  and  in 
an  instant  she  was  pulled  to  shore.  Several  eager  hands  were 
extended  to  receive  the  line,  and  both  rojK'S  being  e<|ually  well 
manned,  tlie  fishermen  commenced  hauling  in  with  slow  and 
steady  drags,  Richard  standing  in  the  centre,  giving  orders,  first 
to  one  party,  and  then  to  the  other,  to  increase  or  slacken  their 
efibrts,  as  occasion  required.  The  visitors  were  posted  near  him, 
and  enjoyed  a  fair  view  of  the  whole  operation,  which  wa<i 
slowly  advancing  to  an  end. 

Opinions  as  to  the  result  of  their  adventure  were  now  freely 
hazarded  by  all  the  men,  some  declaring  that  the  net  came  in 
as  light  as  a  feather,  and  others  affirming  that  it  seemed  to  be 
full  of  logs.  As  the  ropes  were  many  hundred  feet  in  length, 
these  op[)Osing  sentiments  were  thought  to  be  of  littlo  moment 
by  the  Sheriff,  who  would  go  first  to  one  line  and  then  to  the 
other,  giving  each  a  small  pull,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  form 
an  opinion  for  himself. 

"  Why,  Benjamin,"  he  cried,  as  he  made  his  first  effort  in 
this  way,  "  you  did  not  throw  the  net  clear.  I  can  move  it 
with  my  little  finger.     The  rope  slackens  in  my  hand." 

"  Did  you  ever  see  a  whale,  Squire  ?"  responded  the  steward : 
'*  I  say  that  if  that  there  net  is  foul,  the  devil  is  in  the  lake  in 
the  shape  of  a  fish,  for  I  cast  it  as  fair  as  ever  rigging  was  rove 
over  the  quarter-deck  of  a  flag-ship." 

But  Richard  discovered  his  mistake,  when  he  saw  Billy  Kirby 
before  him,  standing  with  his  feet  in  the  water,  at  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees,  inclining  8horewards,nnd  expending  his  gigantic 
strength  in  sustaining  himself  in  that  posture.  Ho  ceased  his 
remonstrances,  and  proceeded  to  the  party  at  the  oUier  line. 
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"  I  see  the  '  staffs,' "  shouted  Mr.  Jones  ; — "  gather  in,  boys, 
And  away  with  it ;  to  shore  with  her ! — to  shore  with  her  T 

At  this  cheerful  sound,  Elizabeth  strained  her  eyes  and  saw 
the  ends  of  the  two  sticks  on  the  seine  emorging  from  the  dark- 
ness, while  the  men  closed  near  to  each  other,  and  funned  a 
deep  bag  of  tlieir  net  The  exertions  of  the  fishermen  sensibly 
increased,  and  the  voice  of  Richard  was  beard  encouraging  them 
to  make  their  greatest  efforts  at  the  present  moment. 

"  Now's  the  time,  my  lads,"  he  cried  ;  "  lot  us  get  the  ends 
(o  land,  and  all  we  have  will  be  our  own — away  with  her  1" 

"  Away  with  her,  it  is,"  echoed  Benjamin  ! — "  hurrah  I  ho-a- 
hoy,  ho-a-hoy,  ho-a !" 

"  In  with  her,"  shouted  Kirby,  exerting  himself  in  a  manner 
that  left  nothing  for  those  in  his  rear  to  do,  but  to  gather  up 
the  slack  of  the  rope  which  passed  through  bis  hands. 

"  Staff,  ho  !"  shouted  the  atewnrd. 

"  Staff,  ho  I"  echoed  Kirby,  from  the  other  rope. 

The  men  rushed  to  the  water's  edge,  some  seizing  the  upper 
rope,  and  some  the  lower,  or  lead-rope,  and  began  to  haul  with 
great  activity  and  zeal.  A  deep  semicircular  sweep  of  the  httle 
balls  that  supported  the  seine  in  its  perpendicular  position,  vras 
plainly  visible  to  the  spectators,  and,  as  it  rapidly  lessened  in 
size,  the  bag  of  the  net  appeared,  while  an  occasional  flutter 
on  the  water  announced  the  uneasiness  of  the  prisoners  it 
contained. 

"  Haul  in,  my  lads,"  shouted  Richard — "I  can  see  the  iog» 
kicking  to  get  free.  Haul  in,  and  here's  a  cast  that  will  pay  tor 
the  labor." 

Fishes  of  various  sorts  were  now  to  be  seen,  entangled  in  tho 
meshes  of  the  net,  as  it  was  passed  through  the  hands  of  the 
laborers ;  and  the  water,  at  a  little  distance  from  the  shore,  was 
alive  with  the  movements  of  tlie  alarmed  victims.  Hundreds 
of  white  sides  were  glancing  up  to  the  surface  of  tho  water, 
and  glistening  in  the  fire-light,  when,  frightened  at  the  uproar 
and  loe  change,  the  fish  would  ag»n  dart  to  the  bottom,  in 
fruitless  efforts  for  freedom. 


"  Uurriili  ! "  shouted  Ricliard  ;  ''one  or  two  more  hcHVj" 
drags,  boys,  and  we  are  Bafr." 

"  Cheprily,  lioys,  choerily  ! "  cried  Benjamin  ;  "  I  »K<i  n  sil- 
mon-trout  that  is  big  enough  for  a  chowder." 

"  Away  with  you,  you  varmint ! "  said  Billy  Kirby,  plucking 
ii  bull-pout  from  the  meshes,  «nA  casting  the  animal  back  into 
till.'  liike  wiili  cont«nipt.  "Pull,  boys,  pull;  here's  all  kinds, 
^Tiii  the  Lord  condenia  me  for  a  liar,  if  there  an't  a  thoosftod 
biiss  ! " 

Inllamed  beyond  the  boimds  of  discretion  at  the  sight,  and 
furjretful  of  the  season,  the  wood-chopper  rushed  to  his  middle 
into  the  water,  and  begnn  to  drive  the  reliiclatil  animnU  before 
him  from  their  native  element. 

"  Pull  heartily,  boys,"  cried  Marmaduke,  yielding  to  the 
exdt<'ineut  of  the  moment,  and  laying  his  hands  to  the  net, 
with  no  trifling  addition  to  tlie  force.  Edwards  had  preceded 
him  ;  for  the  sight  of  the  immense  piW  of  fish,  that  were  slowly 


Ihe  bass  of  Otsego  :  it  unitea  the  iichm«s  of  the  aliad  •  to  the 
firmness  of  the  salmon." 

"  But  surely,  dear  sir,"  cried  Elizabctb,  "  they  must  prove  a 
great  blessing  to  tiie  country,  and  a  powerful  friend  to  the 
poor." 

"  The  poor  are  always  prodigal,  luy  child,  where  there  is 
plenty,  and  seldom  think  of  a  provision  gainst  the  morrow. 
But  if  there  can  be  any  excuse  for  destroying  animals  in  this 
manner,  it  is  in  taking  the  basa.  During  the  winter,  you 
know,  they  are  entirely  protected  from  our  assaults  by  the  ice, 
for  tliey  refuse  the  liook  ;  and  during  the  hot  months  tliey  are 
not  seen.  It  is  supposed  they  retreat  to  the  deep  and  cool 
waters  of  the  lake,  at  that  season;  and  it  ia  only  id  the  spriog 
and  autumn,  that,  for  a  few  days,  they  are  to  be  found  around 
the  points  where  they  are  witliin  the  reach  of  a  seine.  But, 
like  all  tlie  other  treasures  of  the  wilderness,  they  already  begin 
to  disappear  before  the  wasteful  extravagance  of  man," 

"  Disappear, 'duke !  disappear!"  exclaimed  the  Sheriff;  "if 
you  don't  call  this  appearing,  I  know  not  what  you  will.  Here 
are  a  good  thousand  of  the  shiners,  some  hundreds  of  suckers, 
and  a  jiowerful  quantity  of  otlier  fry.  But  this  is  always  the 
way  with  you,  Marmaduke ;  first  it's  the  trees,  then  it's  the 
deer,  atWr  that  it's  the  maple  sugar,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of 
the  chapter.  One  day  you  talk  of  canals  through  a  country 
where  there's  a  river  or  a  hike  ev>;ry  half-mile,  just  because  the 
water  won't  run  the  way  you  wish  it  to  go ;  and  the  next,  you 
aay  something  about  mines  of  coal,  though  any  man  who  has 
good  eyes  like  myself — I  aay  with  good  eyes — can  see  more 
wood  than  would  keep  the  city  of  London  in  fuel  for  fifty 
years ;  wouldn't  it,  Benjamin  !  " 

"  Why,  for  that,  Squire,"  aaid  the  ateward,  "  Lon'on  is  no 
small  place.  If  it  waa  stretched  an  end,  all  the  same  as  n  town 
on  one  side  of  a  riier,  it  would  cover  some  such  matter  as  thia 
here  lake.     Tho'f  I  dar'st  to  say,  that  the  woo<1  in  aigbt  might 
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sarve  them  a  good  turn,  seeing  that  the  Londoners  mainly  bum 
coal." 

"  Now  we  are  on  the  subject  of  conl,  Judge  Temple,"  inter- 
rupted the  SIierifF,  "I  have  a  tiling  of  much  importance  to 
communicate  to  you ;  but  I  will  defer  it  until  to-morrow.  I 
know  that  you  intend  riding  into  the  eastern  part  of  the  Patent, 
and  I  will  accompany  you,  and  conduct  you  to  a  spot  where 
some  of  your  projects  may  be  realized.  We  will  say  no  more 
now,  for  there  are  listeners ;  but  a  secret  has  this  evening  been 
revealed  to  me,  'duke,  that  is  of  more  consequence  to  your 
welfare  tlian  all  your  estate  united." 

Marmaduke  laughed  at  the  im])ortant  intelligence,  to  which 
in  a  variety  of  sha|)es  he  was  accustomed,  and  the  Sheriff,  with 
an  air  of  great  dignity,  as  if  pitying  his  want  of  faith,  proceeded 
in  the  business  more  immediately  b^ifore  them.  As  the  hibor 
of  drawing  the  net  had  been  very  great,  he  directed  one  party 
of  his  men  to  commence  throwing  the  fish  into  piles,  prepaiatory 
to  the  usual  division,  while  another,  under  the  superintendence 
of  Benjamin,  prepared  the  seine  for  a  second  h'^1. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

White  tmia  Id  mnrglii.  unlbLa  to  Mil  i 

Tluw  hIJoh  wIiJi  their  gallinl  bmuwaln  ttU.         Fitcojiil, 

While  the  fisLermen  were  employed  in  making  the  prepn 
rations  fur  an  equitable  division  of  the  spoil,  Elizabeth  and  hel 
Iriend  Etrolled  a  rihort  distance  from  the  gron|i,  along  the  shore 
of  the  lake.  After  reaching  a  point,  to  which  even  the  brightest 
of  the  occa»onal  gleams  of  the  fire  did  not  extend,  they  turned, 
and  paused  a  moment,  in  contemplation  of  the  busy  and  lirely 
party  they  had  letl,  and  of  the  obscurity,  which,  like  the  gloom 
of  oblivion,  seemed  to  envelope  the  rest  of  the  creation. 

"'illis  is  indeed  a  subject  for  the  pencil  1"  exclumed  EIJEft- 
beth.  "  Observe  the  countenance  of  that  wood-chopper,  while 
he  exults  in  presenting  ii  larger  &h  than  common  to  my  cousin 
Sheriff;  and  see,  Louisa,  how  handsome  and  considerate  my 
dear  father  looks,  by  the  hght  of  that  fire,  where  he  stands 
viewing  the  havoc  of  the  game.  He  seems  melancholy,  as  if  he 
actnally  thought  that  a  day  of  retribution  was  to  follow  this 
hour  of  abundance  and  prodigality  1  Would  they  not  make  a 
picture,  Louisa!" 

"  You  know  that  I  am  ignorant  of  all  such  accomplislimente, 
Miss  Temple." 

"Call  me  by  my  Christian  name,"  interrupted  Elizabeth; 
"  this  is  not  a  place,  neither  is  this  a  scene,  for  forms." 

"  Well,  then,  if  I  may  venture  an  opinion,"  sud  Louisa, 
timidly,  "  1  should  think  it  might  indeed  make  a  picture.  The 
selfish  earnestness  of  that  Kirby  over  his  fish  would  contrast 
finely  with  the — the — expression  of  Mr.  Edwards's  face.  I 
hardly  know  what  to  call  it;  but  it  is — a — is — you  know 
what  I  would  "ay,  dear  Elizabeth." 
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**  You  do  ine  too  much  credit.  Miss  Grant,''  said  the  heiress ; 
*  I  am  no  diviner  of  thoughts,  or  interpreter  of  expressions.** 

Tliere  was  certainly  nothinij  harsh,  or  even  cold,  in  the 
manner  of  the  speaker,  but  still  it  repress^'d  the  conversation, 
and  they  continued  to  stroll  still  further  from  tlie  party,  retain- 
ing each  other's  arm,  but  observing  a  profound  silence.  Eliza- 
beth, j>erhai>s,  conscious  of  the  impro^Hir  phraseolog}*  of  her  last 
speech,  or  perha[^  excited  by  the  new  object  that  met  her  gaze, 
was  the  first  to  break  the  awkward  cessation  in  the  discourse,  by 
exclaiming — 

"  IxH^k,  Jjouisa !  we  are  not  alone  ;  there  are  fishermen  light- 
ing a  fire  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake,  immediately  opposite 
to  us ;  it  must  be  in  front  of  the  cabin  of  Leather-stocking  !" 

Through  the  obscurity,  which  prevailed  most  immediately 
under  the  ea<%tern  mountain,  a  small  and  uncertain  lii^ht  was 
plainly  to  be  seen,  though,  as  it  was  occasionally  lost  to  the  eye, 
it  seemed  struggling  for  existence.  They  obsen'ed  it  to  move, 
and  sensibly  to  lower,  as  if  carried  down  the  descent  of  the 
bank  to  the  shore.  Here,  in  a  very  short  time,  its  flame 
gradually  expanded,  and  grew  brighter,  until  it  became  of  the  size 
of  a  man's  head,  when  it  continued  to  shine  a  steady  ball  of  fire. 

Such  an  object,  lighted  as  it  were  by  magic,  under  the  brow 
of  the  mountain,  and  in  that  retired  and  unfrequented  place, 
gave  double  interest  to  the  beauty  and  singularity  of  its  apj>ear- 
ance.  It  did  not  at  all  resemble  the  large  and  unsteady  light 
of  their  own  fire,  being  much  more  clear  and  bright,  and  retain- 
ing its  size  and  shape  with  jxurfect  uniformity. 

There  are  moments  when  the  best  regulated  minds  are  more 
or  less  subjected  to  the  injurious  impressions  which  few  have 
encaped  in  infancy  ;  and  Elizabeth  smiled  at  her  own  weakness, 
while  she  remembered  the  idle  tales  which  were  circulated 
through  the  village,  at  the  ex|)ense  of  the  Leather -^tA.^•;^ing. 
The  same  ideas  seized  her  companion,  and  at  the  same  instant, 
for  Louisa  pressed  nearer  to  her  friend,  as  she  said  in  a  low 
voice,  stealing  a  timid  glance  towards  the  bushes  and  trees? 
that  overhung  the  bank  near  them : 
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"  Did  you  wcr  lienr  tlie  singular  ways  of  this  Natty 
upoken  of,  Miss  Temple )  Tliey  say  that,  in  hia  youth,  he  was 
an  lodiao  warrior ;  or,  what  is  the  samo  thing,  a  whit#  man 
leagued  with  the  savages ;  and  it  ia  thought  he  has  been  con- 
cerned in  many  of  their  inroads,  in  tho  old  wars." 

"The  thing  is  not  at  nil  improbable,"  returned  Elizabeth; 
"  he  is  not  alone  in  that  pnrticular." 

"  No,  surely  ;  but  is  it  not  strange  that  he  is  so  cautious  with 
liis  hut )  He  never  Icsves  il,  without  fastening  it  in  a  remarka- 
ble manner;  and  in  several  instances,  when  the  children,  or  even 
the  men  of  the  village,  have  wished  to  seek  a  shflter  there  from 
the  storms,  he  has  been  known  to  drive  them  from  his  door 
with  rudeness  and  throaK  That,  surely,  is  singular  in  this 
country!" 

"  It  is  certainly  not  very  liospitabie ;  but  we  must  remember 
his  aversion  to  the  customs  of  civilized  life.  You  heard  my 
father  say,  a  few  days  since,  how  kindly  he  was  treated  by  him 
on  his  fir^t  visit  to  this  jilaee."  Elizabeth  paused,  and  smiled, 
with  an  expression  of  peculiar  archness,  though  the  darkness  hid 
its  meaning  from  her  companion,  as  she  continued — "  Besides, 
ho  certainly  admits  the  visits  of  Mr,  Eilwnrds,  whom  we  both 
know  to  he  far  from  a  savage." 

To  this  speech  Louisa  miido  no  reply ;  but  continued  gn^tig 
on  the  object  which  had  elicited  her  remarks.  In  addition  to 
tho  bi'iglit  and  circular  llnme,  was  now  to  be  seen  a  f;iinter, 
(hough  a  vivid  light,  of  an  equal  diameter  to  the  other  at  the 
upper  end ;  but  which,  after  extending  downwards  for  many  feet, 
gradually  tapered  to  a  pirtnt  at  its  lower  extremity.  A  dark 
space  was  plainly  visible  between  the  two ;  and  tho  new  illumi- 
nation was  placed  beneath  tlie  other ;  the  whole  forming  an 
apjwarunco  not  unlike  an  inverted  note  of  admiration.  It  was 
si>on  evident  that  tlie  latter  was  nothing  but  the  rellection, 
from  tlic  water,  of  the  former;  and  that  the  object,  whatever  it 
might  l>e,  was  advancing  across,  or  rather  over,  tho  lake,  for  it 
wemed  to  be  several  feet  above  its  surface,  in  a  direct  line  with 
themselves.     Its  motion  was  amazingly  rapid,  the  ladies  having 


hardly  discovered  Uiat  it  whs  moving  nt  nil,  before  the  waving 
light  of  a  flame  wns  discerned,  losing  its  regular  shape,  while 
it  increased  in  si/e,  as  it  npproached. 

"  It  appeara  to  be  supernatural !"  whispered  Louisa,  begiu- 
ning  to  retrace  her  stepe  towards  tlie  party. 

"  It  is  beautifiil  f   exclaimed  Elizaboth. 

A  brilliiuit.  tliongh  waving  flarne,  was  now  plainly  viuble, 
gracefully  gliding  over  the  lake,  nnd  throwing  its  light  on  the 
water  in  such  a  manner  as  to  tinge  it  slightly  ;  though  in  the 
air,  so  strong  w!ia  the  contrast,  the  darkness  seemed  to  have  the 
distinctness  of  inatcrial  substances,  as  if  the  fire  were  imbedded 
in  a  setting  of  ebony.  This  ajipearance,  however,  graduHlly 
wore  off;  nnd  the  rays  from  the  torch  struck  out,  and  enlight- 
ened the  atmosphere  in  front  of  it,  leaving  the  background  in  a 
darkness  that  was  more  im{)enctrable  than  ever. 

"Ho!  Natty,  is  that  yon !"  shouted  the  Sheriff.  "Paddle  in, 
old  boy,  and  I'll  give  yon  a  iness  of  fish  that  is  lit  to  jilaco  before 
the  Governor." 

The  light  suddenly  changed  its  direction,  and  a  long  and 
slightly-built  boat  hove  up  out  of  the  gloom,  while  the  red  glare 
fell  on  the  weather-beaten  features  of  the  Leather-stocking, 
whose  tall  person  was  seen  erect  in  the  frail  veusc!,  wielding, 
with  the  grace  of  an  tjiperienced  bontninn,  a  long  fishing-spear, 
which  he  held  by  its  centR',  first  dropping  one  end  and  then  the 
other  into  the  water,  to  aid  in  [)rope!ling  the  little  canoe  of 
bark,  we  will  not  say  through,  but  over,  the  water.  At  the  fur- 
ther end  of  the  vessel  a  form  was  faintly  seen,  guiding  its 
motions,  nnd  using  a  puddle  with  the  cnse  of  one  who  felt  there 
was  no  necessity  for  exertion.  The  Leather-stocking  struck  his 
spear  tightly  against  the  short  staff  which  upheld,  on  a  rude 
grating  framed  of  old  hoops  of  iron,  the  knots  of  pine  tliat  com- 
posed the  fuel,  and  the  light,  which  glared  high,  for  an  instaut 
fell  on  the  swarthy  features,  and  dark,  glancing  eyes  of  Moha- 
gan. 

Tlie  boat  glided  along  the  shore  until  it  arrived  opposite  the 
fishtng-^niund,  when  it  again  changed  iu  direction,  and  moved 
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ou  to  the  ktid,  witli  a  motion  so  graceful,  and  yet  bo  rapid,  thai 
It  seemed  to  possess  the  power  of  regulating  ite  own  progress. 
The  water  in  front  of  tlie  canoe  was  hardly  ruffled  by  its 
passage,  and  no  sound  betrayed  tlte  collision,  nhen  the  light 
fabric  shot  on  the  gravelly  beach  for  nearly  half  its  length, 
Natty  receding  a  step  or  two  from  its  bow,  in  order  to  &dlitate 
tlie  landing. 

"Approach,  Mohegan,"  said  Mnmiadukc;  "approach,  Lea- 
thcr-slockin;;,  and  load  your  canoe  with  bass.  It  would  be  b 
shame  to  assail  the  anitnals  witli  the  spear,  when  such  multi- 
tudes of  victims  lie  here,  that  will  be  lost  as  food  for  the  want 
of  mouths  to  consume  them." 

"  No,  no.  Judge,"  returned  Natty,  his  tall  figure  stalking  over 
the  narrow  beach,  and  ascending  to  the  little  gr.issy  bottom 
where  the  Gsh  were  laid  in  piles :  "  I  eat  of  no  man's  wasty 
ways.  I  strike  my  spear  into  the  eels  or  the  trout,  when  I  crave 
the  creaters ;  but  I  wouldn't  be  helping  to  such  a  sinful  kind  of 
fishing  for  the  best  ril]e  that  was  ever  brought  out  from  the  old 
countries.  If  they  had  fur,  like  a  beaver,  or  yon  could  tan  their 
liides,  like  a  buck,  something  might  be  said  in  favor  of  taking 
them  by  the  thonsands  with  your  nets ;  but  as  God  made  them 
for  man's  food,  and  for  no  other  disarnable  reasion,  I  call  it  sinful 
and  wasty  lo  catch  more  than  can  be  eat " 

"  Your  reasoning  is  mine  :  for  once,  old  hunter,  we  agree  in 
O]ii[iion  ;  and  1  heartily  wish  we  could  make  a  convert  of  the 
Sheriff.  A  net  of  half  the  si7.e  of  this  would  supply  the  whole 
village  with  fish  for  a  week  at  one  haul." 

The  Leather-stocking  did  not  relish  this  alliancD  in  a<:nti- 
ment;  and  he  shook  his  head  doubtingly,  as  he  answered — 

"  No,  no;  we  are  not  much  of  one  mind.  Judge,  or  you'd 
never  turn  good  hunting  grounds  into  stumpy  pastures.  And 
you  fish  and  hunt  out  of  rule;  but,  to  me,  the  flesh  is  sweeter 
where  the  creator  has  some  chance  for  its  life  :  for  that  reason, 
f  always  use  a  single  hall,  even  if  it  be  at  a  bird  or  a  squirrel. 
Besides,  it  saves  lead ;  for,  when  a  body  knows  how  to  shoot, 
>ne  pie^e  of  lead  is  enorigb  for  all,  encept  hard-lived  animals." 


Tbp  Slierifi'  heard  theao  opiuiuns  witb  great  indignntiati ;  and 
H'hdi  he  completed  the  lust  nrrungcniiiut  fur  tlie  dinsiuii,  by 
cnrr^'ing,  witli  iiis  own  hnnds,  a  trout  of  a  large  size,  and  placing 
it  on  four  different  pile»  iu  sucuessLon,  as  his  vacillating  ideas  uf 
justice  required,  he  gave  vent  to  his  spleen. 

■'  A  very  pretty  confederacy,  indeed !  Judge  Temple,  the 
iaiullord  and  owner  of  a  lowaship,  v/idt  Nathaniel  Bumppo,  a 
hiwleiis  squatter,  and  professed  deer-killer,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  game  of  tlie  county  I  But,  'duke,  when  I  fish  I  fish ;  so, 
away,  boys,  for  another  haul,  and  we'll  send  out  wi^na  and 
carts  in  the  morning,  to  bring  in  our  priaes." 

Marrnaduke  ajjpeared  to  uuder^tand  that  all  opposition  to  the 
will  of  the  Sheriff  would  be  useless  ;  and  he  strolled  from  the 
fire  to  the  place  where  tlie  canoe  of  the  huntera  lay,  whither  the 
Indies  and  Oliver  Edwards  had  already  preceded  him. 

Curiosity  induced  the  females  to  approach  this  spot ;  but  it 
1  different  motive  that  led  the  youth  thither.     Elizabeth 
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are  uaed  to  the  ptiddle,  and  ore  good  hands  in  a  boat  of  this 
Dster.  If  die  young  lady  would  like  to  Bee  uii  old  man  strike  a 
trout  for  his  breakfHst,  she  »  welcome  to  a  seaL  John  will  say 
the  same,  seeing  that  he  built  the  canoe,  which  was  only  launched 
yesterday  ;  for  I'm  not  over  curous  at  Huch  email  work  as  brooms, 
and  bnsket  making,  and  other  like  Indian  trades. " 

Natty  gave  Elizabeth  one  of  his  significant  laughh,  with  a 
kind  nod  of  (be  liead,  when  be  concluded  his  invitation :  but 
Mohegan,  wiih  the  native  grace  of  an  Indian,  apjiroached,  and 
taking  her  soft  while  hand  into  his  own  swarthy  and  wrinkled 
palm,  said — 

"  Come,  grand'daughter  of  Miquon,  and  John  will  be  glad. 
Trust  the  Indian ;  hU  head  is  old,  though  his  hand  h  not 
steady.  The  young  Eagle  will  go,  and  see  that  no  harm  hurts 
his  sister.'' 

"  Hr.  Edwards,"  said  Elizabeth,  blushing  slightly,  "  your  friend 
Moliegan  has  given  a  promise  for  you.  Do  you  redeem  the 
pledge  f ' 

"  With  my  life,  if  necessary.  Miss  Temple,"  cried  the  youth, 
with  fervor.     "  I'he  sight  is  worth  some  little  apprehension ;  for 


II  go  with  you  and  Miss  Grant. 


of  real  danger  there  is  none.     1 
however,  to  save  a|ipearances." 

"  With  me !"  exclaimed  Louisa.  "  No,  not  with  me,  Mr. 
Edwards ;  nor,  surely,  do  you  mean  to  trust  yourself  in  that 
slight  eanoe," 

"  But  I  shall ;  for  I  have  no  apprehensions  any  longer,"  said 
Elixabeth,  stepping  Into  the  boat,  and  taking  a  seat  where  the 
Indian  directed.  "  Mr.  Edwards,  you  may  remain,  as  three  do 
seem  to  be  enough  for  such  an  egg-sbell." 

"  It  shall  hold  a  fourth,"  cried  the  young  man,  springing  to 
her  side,  with  a  violence  that  nearly  shook  the  weak  fabric  of 
the  vessel  asunder.  "  Pardon  me.  Miss  Temple,  that  I  do  not 
permit  these  venerable  Charons  to  lake  you  to  the  shades  unat- 
tended by  your  genius." 

"Ib  it  a  good  or  evil  spirit  J"  asked  Elizabeth, 

"  Goo^  to  you." 
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"  And  mine,"  added  the  raaidc-n,  with  an  air  that  strangely 
blended  pique  with  satisfaction.  But  the  motion  of  ihe  canoe 
gave  rise  to  new  ideas,  and  fortunately  afforded  a  good  excuse 
to  the  young  man  to  change  the  discourse. 

It  appeared  to  Elizabeth  that  they  glided  over  the  water  by 
magic,  80  easy  and  graceful  was  the  manner  in  which  Mohegan 
guided  his  little  bark.  A  slight  gesture  with  his  spear  indicated 
the  way  in  which  the  Leather-stocking  wished  to  go,  and  a  pro- 
found silence  was  preserved  by  the  whole  party,  as  a  precaution 
necessary  to  the  success  of  their  fishery.  At  that  point  of  the 
lake,  the  water  shoaled  regularly,  differing  in  this  particular, 
altogether,  from  those  parts  where  the  mountains  rose,  nearly  in 
perpendicular  precipices,  from  the  beach.  There,  the  largest 
vessels  could  have  lain,  with  their  yards  interlocked  with  the 
pines ;  while  here  a  scanty  growth  of  rushes  lifted  their  tops 
above  the  lake,  gently  curling  the  waters,  as  their  bending  heads 
waved  with  the  passing  breath  of  the  night  air.  It  was  at  the 
shallow  points,  only,  that  the  bass  could  be  found,  or  the  net 
cast  with  success. 

Elizabeth  saw  thousands  of  these  fish  swimming  in  shoals 
along  the  shallow  and  warm  waters  of  the  shore  ;  for  the  flaring 
light  of  their  torch  laid  bare  the  mysteries  of  the  lake,  as  plainly 
as  if  the  linijiid  sheet  of  the  Otsego  was  but  another  atmo- 
sphere. Every  instant  she  expected  to  see  the  impending  spear 
of  Leather-stocking  darting  into  the  thronging  hosts  that  were 
rushing  beneath  her,  where  it  would  seem  that  a  blow  could  not 
go  amiss  ;  and  where,  as  her  father  had  already  said,  the  prize 
tliat  would  be  obUiined  was  worthy  any  epicure.  But  Natty 
had  his  peculiar  habits,  and,  it  would  scom,  his  peculiar  tastes 
also.  His  tall  stature,  and  his  erect  posture,  enabled  him  to  see 
much  further  than  those  who  were  seated  in  the  bottom  of  the 
canoe ;  and  he  turned  his  head  warily  in  every  direction,  fre- 
quently bending  his  body  forward,  and  straining  his  vision,  as 
if  desirous  of  penetrating  the  water  that  surrounded  their  boun- 
dary of  light.     At  length  his  anxious  scrutiny  was  rewarded 


TMK      H10MiKII>r.  295 

Htli  success,  and,  wa\-ing  hie  apear  from  tlia  atioro,  he  said  in  a 
cautious  tone — 

"  Send  her  outside  the  bass,  John  ;  1  see  a  laker  there,  tlial 
has  run  out  of  the  school.  It's  seldom  one  finds  such  a  crenti-r 
in  shallow  water,  where  a  spear  can  touch  it." 

Mciliegan  gave  a  wave  of  aiuent  with  his  hand,  and  in  the 
next  instant  the  canoe  was  without  the  "  run  of  the  bass,"  and 
in  water  nearly  twenty  feet  in  depth.  A  few  additional  knote 
were  laid  on  the  grating,  and  the  light  penetrated  to  the 
bottom.  Elizabeth  then  saw  a  fish  of  unuanal  size  floating 
above  small  pieces  of  logs  and  sticks.  The  animal  was  only 
distinguishable,  at  that  distance,  by  a  slight,  but  almost  im- 
perceptible motion  of  its  fins  and  tail.  The  curiosity  excited  by 
this  unusual  exposure  of  the  secretin  of  the  lake  seemed  to  be 
mutual  between  the  heiress  of  the  land  and  the  lord  of  these 
waters,  for  the  "salmon-trout"  soon  announced  his  Interest  by 
raising  his  head  and  body  for  a  few  degrees  above  a  horisontal 
hne,  and  tlien  dropping  them  again  into  a  horizontal  posilJoD. 

"  Whist !  whist !"  said  Natty,  in  a  low  voice,  on  hearing  a 
slight  sound  made  by  Elizabeth  in  bending  over  the  side  of  the 
canoe  in  curiosity  ; — "  'tis  a  skeary  animal,  and  it's  a  &r  stroke 
for  a  spear.  My  handle  is  but  fourteen  fool,  and  the  creater 
lies  a  good  eighteen  from  the  tAp  of  the  water ;  but  I'll  try  him, 
for  he's  a  ten-pounder." 

While  speaking,  the  Leather-stocking  was  poisiirg  and  direct- 
ing his  weapon.  Elizabeth  saw  the  bright,  polished  tines,  as 
they  slowly  and  silently  entered  the  water,  where  the  refraction 
pointed  them  many  degrees  from  the  true  direction  of  the  fish ; 
and  she  thought  that  the  intended  victim  saw  tliem  also,  as  he 
seemed  to  increase  the  play  of  his  tail  and  fins,  though  without 
moving  his  station.  At  the  next  instant  the  tall  body  of  Natty 
bent  to  the  water's  edge,  and  the  handle  of  his  spear  disap- 
peared in  the  lake.  The  long,  dark  streak  of  tlie  gliding 
weapon,  and  the  little  bubbling  vortex  which  followed  its  rapid 
flight,  were  easily  to  be  seen ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  handle 
shot  again  into  the  air  by  its  own  reaction,  and  its  master 
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catching  it  in  his  hand,  threw  its  tines  uppermost,  that  Eliza- 
beth was  acquainted  with  the  succes?*  of  the  blow.  A  fish  of 
great  size  was  transfixed  by  the  barbed  steel,  and  was  very 
soon  shaken  fix>m  its  impaled  situation  into  the  bottom  of  the 
canoe. 

"  That  will  do,  John,"  said  Natty,  raising  his  prize  by  one  of 
his  fingers,  and  exhibiting  it  before  the  torch ;  **  I  shall  not 
strike  another  blow  to-night." 

The  Indian  again  waved  his  hand,  and  replied  with  the  simple 
and  energetic  monosyllable  of — 

"  Good." 

Elizabeth  was  awakened  from  the  trance  created  by  this 
scene,  and  by  gazing  in  that  unusual  manner  at  the  bottom  of 
the  lake,  by  the  hoarse  sounds  of  Benjamin's  voice,  and  the 
dashing  of  oars,  as  the  heavier  boat  of  the  seine-drawers 
approached  the  spot  where  the  cjmoe  lay,  dragging  after  it  the 
folds  of  the  net. 

"  Haul  off,  haul  ofii  Master  Bumppo,"  cried  Benjamin  ;  **  your 
top-light  frightens  the  fish,  who  see  the  net  and  sheer  off 
soundings.  A  fish  knows  as  much  as  a  horse,  or,  for  that 
matter,  more,  seeing  that  it's  brought  up  on  the  water.  Haul 
off,  Master  Bumppo,  haul  off,  I  say,  and  give  a  wide  berth  to 
the  seine." 

Mohegan  guided  their  little  canoe  to  a  point  where  the  move- 
ments of  the  fishermen  could  be  observed,  without  interruption 
to  the  business,  and  then  suffered  it  to  lie  quietly  on  the  water, 
looking  like  an  imaginary  vessel  floating  in  air.  There  appeared 
to  be  much  ill-humor  among  the  party  in  the  batteau,  for  the 
directions  of  Benjamin  were  not  only  frequent,  but  issued  in  a 
voice  that  partook  largely  of  dissatisfaction. 

"  Pull  larboard  oar,  will  ye.  Master  Kirby  ?"  cried  the  old 
seaman ;  "  Pull  larboard  best.  It  would  puzzle  the  oldest 
admiral  in  the  British  fleet  to  cast  this  here  net  fair,  with  a 
wake  like  a  cork-screw.  Pull  starboard,  boy,  pull  starboard  oar, 
with  a  will." 

"Harkee,  Mister  Pump"  said  Kirby,  ceasing  to  row,  and 
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^peakiDg  with  some  spirit ;  *^  Vm  a  man  that  likes  civil  lan- 
guage and  decent  treatment,  such  as  is  right  *twixt  man  and 
man.  If  you  want  us  to  go  hoj,  say  so,  and  hoy  I'll  go,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  company  ;  but  I'm  not  used  to  being  ordered 
about  like  dumb  cattle." 

"  Who's  dumb  cattle !"  echoed  Benjamin  fiercely,  turning 
his  forbidding  face  to  the  glare  of  light  from  the  canoe,  and 
exhibiting  every  feature  teeming  with  the  expression  of  disgust 
^  If  you  want  to  come  aft  and  cun  the  boat  round,  come  and 
be  damned,  and  pretty  steerage  you'll  make  of  it  There's  but 
another  heave  of  the  net  in  the  stern-sheets,  and  we're  clear  of 
the  thing.  Give  way,  will  ye  ?  and  shoot  her  ahead  for  a 
fathom  or  two,  and  if  you  catch  me  afloat  again  with  such  a 
horse-marine  as  yourself,  why  rate  me  a  ship's  jackass,  that's  all." 

Probably  encouraged  by  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  termina- 
tion to  his  labor,  the  wood-chopper  resumed  his  oar,  and, 
under  strong  excitement,  gave  a  stroke,  that  not  only  cleared 
the  boat  of  the  net,  but  of  the  steward,  at  the  same  instant. 
Benjamin  had  stood  on  the  little  platform  that  held  the  seine, 
in  the  stern  of  the  boat,  and  the  violent  whirl  occasioned  by  the 
vigor  of  the  wood-chopper's  arm  completely  destroyed  his 
balance.  The  position  of  the  lights  rendered  objects  in  the 
batteau  distinguishable,  both  from  the  canoe  and  the  shore; 
and  the  heavy  fall  on  the  water  drew  all  eyes  to  the  steward, 
as  he  lay  struggling,  for  a  moment,  in  sight. 

A  loud  burst  of  merriment,  to  which  the  lungs  of  Kirby  con- 
tributed no  small  part,  broke  out  like  a  chorus  of  laughter,  and 
rang  along  the  eastern  mountain,  in  echoes,  until  it  died  away 
in  distant,  mocking  mirth,  among  the  rocks  and  woods.  The 
body  of  the  steward  was  seen  slowly  to  disappear,  as  was  ex- 
pected ;  but  when  the  light  waves,  which  had  been  raised  by 
his  fall,  began  to  sink  in  calmness,  and  the  water  finally  closed 
over  his  head,  unbroken  and  still,  a  very  difiTerent  feeling  per- 
vaded the  spectators. 

"How  fare  you,  Benjamin!"  shouted  Richard  from  the 
shore. 

IS* 
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"llie  dumb  devil  can't  swim  a  stroke!"  exclairaed  Kirby, 
rising,  and  beginning  to  throw  !iside  his  clothes. 

"Paddle  up,  Mohegan,"'  ciied  young  Edwards,  "the  light 
will  show  us  where  he  lies,  and  I  will  dive  for  the  body." 

'*  Oh  !  save  him  !  for  God's  sake,  save  him  !"  exclaimed  Eliza- 
beth, bowing  her  head  on  the  side  of  the  canoe  in  horror. 

A  powerful  and  dexterous  sweep  of  Mohegan's  paddle  sent 
the  canoe  directly  over  the  spot  where  the  steward  had  fallen, 
and  a  loud  shout  from  the  Leather-stocking  announced  that  he 
saw  the  body. 

"  Steady  the  boat  while  I  dive,"  again  cried  Edwards. 

"  Gently,  lad,  gently,"  said  Natty ;  '*  I'll  spear  the  creater  up 
in  half  the  time,  and  no  risk  to  anybody." 

The  form  of  Benjamin  was  lying,  about  half  way  to  the 
bottom,  grasping  with  both  hands  some  broken  rushes.  The 
blood  of  Elizabeth  curdled  to  her  heart,  as  she  saw  the  figure 
of  a  fellow-creature  thus  extended  under  an  immense  sheet  of 
water,  apparently  in  motion,  by  the  undulations  of  the  dying 
waves,  with  its  face  and  hands,  viewed  by  that  light,  and  through 
the  medium  of  the  fluid,  alreadv  colored  with  hues  like  death. 

At  the  same  instant,  she  saw  the  shining  tines  of  Natty's 
spear  approaching  the  head  of  the  sufferer,  and  entwining  them- 
selves, rapidly  and  dexterously,  in  the  hairs  of  his  queue  and 
the  cape  of  his  coat.  The  lx>dy  was  now  raised  slowly,  looking 
ghastly  and  grim,  as  its  features  turned  upwards  to  the  hght, 
and  approached  the  surfjice.  The  arrival  of  the  nostnls  of  Ben- 
jamin into  their  own  atmosphere  was  announced  by  a  breathing 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  a  porpoise.  For  a  moment, 
Natty  held  the  steward  suspended,  with  his  head  just  above  the 
water,  while  his  eyes  slowly  opened,  and  stared  about  him,  as 
if  he  thought  that  he  had  reached  a  new  and  unexplored 
country. 

As  all  the  parties  actt.d  and  spoke  together,  much  less  time 
was  consumed  in  the  occurrence  of  these  events,  than  in  their 
narration.  To  bring  the  batteau  to  the  end  of  the  spear,  and 
to  raise  the  form  of  Benjamin  into  the  boat,  and  for  the  whole 
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party  to  gain  the  shore,  required  but  a  minute.  Eirby,  aided 
by  Richard,  whose  anxiety  induced  him  to  run  into  the  water 
to  meet  his  favorite  assistant,  carried  the  motionless  steward 
up  the  bank,  and  seated  him  before  the  fire,  while  the  Sheriff 
pioceeded  to  order  the  most  approved  measures  then  in  use,  for 
tlie  resuscitation  of  the  drowned. 

"  Run,  Billy,"  he  cried,  "  to  the  village,  and  bring  up  the 
rum-hogshead  that  lies  before  the  door,  in  which  I  am  making 
vinegar,  and  be  quick,  boy,  don't  stay  to  empty  the  vinegar ; 
and  stop  at  Mr.  Le  Quoi's,  and  buy  a  paper  of  tobacco  and  half- 
a-dozen  pipes ;  and  ask  Remarkable  for  some  salt,  and  one  of 
her  flannel  petticoats ;  and  ask  Dr.  Todd  to  send  his  lancet,  and 

to  come  himself;   and ha!   'duke,  what  are  you  about? 

would  you  strangle  a  man  who  is  full  of  water,  by  giving  hira 
rum  !     Help  me  to  open  his  hand,  that  I  may  pat  it." 

All  this  time  Benjamin  sat,  with  his  muscles  fixed,  his  mouth 
shut,  and  his  hands  clenching  the  rushes,  which  he  had  seized 
in  the  confusion  of  the  moment,  and  which,  as  he  held  fast,  like 
a  true  seaman,  had  "^een  the  means  of  preventing  his  body  from 
rising  again  to  the  surface.  His  eyes,  however,  were  open,  and 
stared  wildly  on  the  group  about  the  fire,  while  his  lungs  were 
playing  like  a  blacksmith's  bellows,  as  if  to  compensate  them- 
selves for  the  minute  of  inaction  to  which  they  had  been  sub- 
jected. As  he  kept  his  lips  compressed,  with  a  most  inveterate 
determination,  the  air  was  compelled  to  pass  through  his 
nostrils,  and  he  rather  snorted  than  breathed,  and  in  such  a 
manner,  that  nothing  but  the  excessive  agitation  of  the  Sheriff 
could  at  all  justify  his  precipitous  orders. 

Tlie  bottle,  applied  to  the  steward's  lips  by  Marmaduke, 
acted  like  a  charm.  His  mouth  opened  instinctively ;  his 
hands  dropped  the  rushes,  and  seized*  the  glass  ;  his  eyes  raised 
from  their  horizontal  stare  to  the  heavens ;  and  the  whole  man 
was  lost,  for  a  moment,  in  a  new  sensation.  Unhappily  for  the 
propensity  of  the  steward,  breath  was  as  necessary  after  one  of 
these  draughts  as  after  his  submersion,  and  the  time  at  length 
irrived  when  he  was  comi^elled  to  let  (fo  tlie  bottle. 
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"  Why,  Benjamin  r  roared  the  Sheriff;  **yoii  amaze  me! 
for  a  man  of  your  experience  in  drownings  to  act  so  foolishly ! 
just  now,  you  were  half  full  of  water,  and  now  you  are " 

"  Full  of  grog,"  interrupted  the  steward,  his  features  settling 
down,  with  amazing  flexibility,  into  their  natural  economy. 
'*'  But,  d*ye  see,  Squire,  I  ke])t  my  hatches  close,  and  it  is  but 
little  water  that  ever  gets  into  my  scuttle-butt  Harkee,  Master 
Kirby !  I've  followed  the  salt  water  for  the  better  part  of  a 
man's  life,  and  have  seen  some  navigation  on  the  fresh  ;  but  this 
here  matter  I  will  say  in  your  favor,  and  that  is,  that  you're 
the  awk'ardest  grcen'un  that  ever  straddled  a  boat's  thwart 
Them  that  likes  you  for  a  shipmate,  may  sail  with  you  and  no 
thanks ;  but  dam'me  if  I  even  walk  on  the  lake  shore  in  your 
company.  For  why?  you'd  as  lief  drown  a  man  as  one  of 
them  there  fish  ;  not  to  throw  a  Christian  creature  so  much  as 
a  rope's  end,  when  he  was  adrift,  and  no  life-buoy  in  sight ! — 
Natty  Buinppo,  give  us  your  fist  There's  them  that  says 
you're  an  Indian,  and  a  scalper,  but  you've  served  me  a  good 
turn,  and  you  may  set  me  down  for  a  friend ;  tho'f  it  would 
have  been  more  ship-shape  to  lower  the  bight  of  a  rope,  or 
running  bow-line,  below  me,  than  to  seize  an  old  seaman  by 
his  head-lanyard ;  but  I  suppose  you  are  used  to  taking  men 
by  the  hair,  and  seeing  you  did  rue  good  instead  of  harm 
thereby,  why,  it's  the  same  thing,  d'ye  see." 

Marmaduke  prevented  any  reply,  and  assuming  the  direction 
of  matters  with  a  dignity  and  discretion  that  at  once  silenced 
all  opposition  from  his  cousin,  Benjamin  was  despatched  to 
the  village  by  land,  and  the  net  was  hauled  to  shore  in  such 
a  manner,  that  the  fish  for  once  escaped  its  meshes  with 
impunity. 

The  division  of  the  8j)oil8  was  made  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
by  placing  one  of  the  party  with  his  back  to  tlie  game,  who 
named  the  owner  of  each  pile,  Billy  Kirby  stretched  his  large 
frame  on  the  grass  by  the  side  of  the  fire,  as  sentinel  until 
morning,  over  net  and  fish ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  party 
embarked  in  the  batteau,  to  return  to  the  village. 
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Tile  wood  cliopper  was  seen  broiling  ha  supper  on  the  coale 
as  ttiey  lost  sight  of  tlic  fire ;  and  when  the  boAt  approached 
the  shore,  tlie  torch  of  Mohegati's  canoe  was  shining  Hgain 
under  the  gloom  of  the  eastern  mountain.  Its  motion  ceased 
suddenly  ;  a  scattering  of  brands  was  in  the  air,  and  then  all 
remained  dark  as  the  conjunction  of  night,  forest,  and  mountain 
could  render  the  scene. 

The  thoughts  of  Elixabetli  wandered  from  the  youth,  who 
was  holding  a  canopy  of  shawls  over  herself  and  Louisa,  to  the 
hunter  and  the  Indian  warrior ;  and  she  felt  an  awakening 
curiosity  to  visit  a  hut,  where  men  of  such  diSi;rent  habita 
and  lempcrament  were  drawn  together  as  by  common  impulse. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Osase  all  this  pariance  about  hills  and  dales ; 

None  listen  to  thy  scenes  or  lx>>ish  frolic, 

Fond  dotard  !  with  sach  tickled  ears  ns  thou  dost ; 

Conie !  to  thy  tale.  I>r  j. 

Mr.  Jones  arose  on  the  following  morning  with  the  sun,  and 
ordering  his  own  and  Marmaduke^s  steeds  to  be  saddled,  he 
proceeded,  with  a  countenance  big  with  some  business  of  imu 
sual  moment,  to  the  apartment  of  the  Judge.  The  door  was 
unfastened,  and  Kichard  entered,  with  the  freedom  that  charac- 
terized not  only  the  intercoui-se  between  the  cousins,  but  the 
ordinary  manners  of  the  Sheriff. 

"  Well,  'duke,  to  horse,"  he  cried,  **  and  I  will  explain  to  you 
my  meaning  in  the  allusions  I  made  last  night.  David  says,  in 
the  Psalms — no,  it  was  Solomon,  but  it  was  all  in  the  family — 
Solomon  said  there  was  a  time  for  all  things ;  and  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  a  fishing  party  is  not  the  moment  for  discussing 
important  subjects.  Ha !  why,  what  the  devil  ails  you,  Mar- 
maduke  ?  an't  you  well  ?  let  me  feel  your  pulse :  my  grand- 
father, you  know 

"Quite  well  in  the  body,  Richard,"  interrupted  the  Judge, 
repulsing  his  cousin,  who  was  about  to  assume  the  functions 
that  properly  belonged  to  Dr.  Todd ;  "  but  ill  at  heart.  I 
received  letters  by  the  post  of  last  night,  after  we  returned  from 
the  point,  and  this  among  the  number." 

The  Sheriff  took  the  letter,  but  without  turning  his  eyes  on 
the  writing,  for  he  was  examining  the  appearance  of  the  other 
with  astonishment  From  the  face  of  his  cousin  the  gaze  of 
Richard  wandered  to  the  table,  which  was  covered  with  letters, 
packets,  nnd  newspapers  ;  then  to  the  apartment  and  all  that  it 
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contained.  On  the  bed  there  was  the  impression  that  had  been 
made  by  a  human  form,  but  the  coverings  were  unmoved,  and 
everything  indicated  that  the  occupant  of  the  room  had  passed 
a  sleepless  night  The  candles  had  burned  to  the  sockets,  and 
had  evidently  extinguished  themselves  in  their  own  fragments. 
Marmaduke  had  drawn  his  curtains,  and  opened  both  the  shut- 
ters and  the  sashes,  to  admit  the  balmy  air  of  a  spring  morning ; 
but  his  pale  cheek,  his  quivering  lip,  and  his  sunken  eye, 
presented  altogether  so  very  different  an  appearance  from  the 
usual  calm,  manly,  and  cheerful  aspect  of  the  Judge,  that  the 
Sheriff  grew  each  moment  more  and  more  bewildered  with 
astonishment.  At  length  Richard  found  time  to  cast  his  eyes 
on  the  direction  of  the  letter,  which  he  still  held  unopened, 
crumbling  it  in  his  hand. 

"  What !  a  ship-letter !  "  he  exclaimed :  "  and  from  England  I 
ha !  Muke,  there  must  be  news  of  importance  indeed ! " 

^  Read  it,"  said  Marmaduke,  pacing  the  floor  in  excessive 
agitation. 

Richard,  who  commonly  thought  aloud,  was  unable  to  read  a 
letter  without  suffering  }>art  of  its  contents  to  escape  him  in 
audible  sounds.  So  much  of  the  epistle  as  was  divulged  in 
that  manner,  we  shall  lay  before  the  reader,  accomj^anied  by  the 
passing  remarks  of  the  Sheriff: — 

"*  London,  February  12th,  1793.'  What  a  devil  of  a  pas- 
sage she  had  !  but  the  wind  has  been  north-west  for  six  weeks, 
until  within  the  hist  fortnight. 

"*Sir,  your  favors  of  August  10th,  September  28d,  and  of 
December  1st,  were  received  in  due  season,  and  the  first 
answered  by  return  of  packet.  Since  the  receipt  of  the  last,  I'  " 
— Here  a  long  passage  was  rendered  indistinct,  by  a  kind  of 
humming  noise  made  by  the  Sheriff.  "  '  I  grieve  to  say,  that' 
— hum,  hum,  bad  enough  to  be  sure — *  but  trust  that  a  merciful 
Providence  has  seen  fit ' — hum,  hum,  hum ;  seems  to  be  a  good 
pious  sort  of  a  man,  'duke  ;  belongs  to  the  established  church, 
I  dare  say ;  hum,  hum — *  vessel  sailed  from  Falmouth  on  or 
ibout  the  Ist  September  of  last  year,  and ' — hum,  hum,  hum. 
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*  If  Anything  should  transpire  on  this  afflicting  subject  shall  ud 
fail ' — hum,  hum  ;  roallj  a  good-hearted  man,  for  a  lawyer, — 

*  but  can  communicate  nothing  further  at  present ' — hum,  hum 
'  Tlio  national  convention  ' — hum,  hum — *  unfortunate  Louis ' — 
hum,  hum — *  example  of  your  Washington ' — ^a  very  sensible 
man,  I  declare,  and  none  of  your  crazy  democrats.  Hum,  hum 
— *  our  gallant  navy  ' — hum,  hum — '  under  om  most  excellent 
monarch ' — ay,  a  good  man  enough,  that  King  George,  but  bad 
advisers ;  hum,  hum — *  I  beg  to  conclude  with  assurances  of 
my  perfect  respect' — hum,  hum — *  Andrew  Holt.' — Andrew 
Holt — a  very  sensible,  feeling  man,  this  Mr.  Andrew  Holt — but 
the  writer  of  evil  tidings.  What  will  you  do  next,  cousin 
Marmaduke  ? " 

"  What  aiu  I  do,  Richard,  but  trust  to  time,  and  the  will  of 
Heaven  ?  Here  is  another  letter  from  Connecticut,  but  it  only 
repeats  the  substance  of  the  last.  There  is  but  one  consoling 
reflection  to  be  gathered  from  the  English  news,  which  is,  that 
my  hist  letter  was  received  by  him  before  the  ship  sailed." 

"  This  is  bad  enough,  indeed  !  'duke,  bad  enough,  indeed ! 
and  away  go  all  my  plans  of  putting  wings  to  the  house,  to  the 
devil.  I  had  made  arrangements  for  a  ride  to  introduce  you  to 
something  of  a  very  important  nature.  You  know  how  much 
you  think  of  mines " 

"Talk  not  of  mines,"  interrupted  the  Judge;  "there  is  a 
sacred  duty  to  be  performed,  and  that  without  delay.  I  must 
devote  this  day  to  writing ;  and  thou  must  be  my  assistant, 
Richard ;  it  will  not  do  to  employ  Oliver  in  a  matter  of  such 
Becresy  and  int<?rest." 

"  No,  no,  'duke,"  cried  the  Sheriff,  squeezing  his  hand ;  **  1 
am  your  man,  just  now :  we  are  sisters'  children,  and  blood, 
after  all,  is  the  l>e8t  cement  to  make  friendship  stick  together. 
Well,  well,  there  is  no  hurry  about  the  silver  mine,  just  now ; 
another  time  will  do  as  well.  We  shall  want  Dirky  Van,  I 
suppose  ? " 

Marmaduke  assented  to  this  indirect  question,  and  the  SheriflP 
relinquished  all  his  intentions  on  the  subject  of  the  ride,  and 


repairiug  to  the  broakrast  parlor,  lie  despatclied  a  mesMiiger  to 
require  tbe  immediate  presence  of  Oirck  Van  der  School. 

The  village  of  Teiii|i1e(on  at  that  lime  supiiorled  but  two 
lawyers,  one  of  whom  waa  introduced  to  our  readera  in  tbe  bar- 
room of  the  "  liold  Dragoon,"  and  the  other  irne  tbe  gentleman 
of  whom  Richard  spoke  by  the  friendly  yet  familiar  appellation 
of  Dirck,  or  Dirky  Van.  Great  good-nature,  a  very  tolerable 
eliaro  of  skill  in  bis  profession,  and  considering  tbe  circumstan- 
ces, no  contemptible  degree  of  honesty,  were  the  principal 
ingredients  in  the  character  of  this  man,  who  was  known  to  tlie 
settlers  as  Squire  Van  der  School,  and  sometimes  by  the  flatter- 
ing, though  anomalous  title  of  tbe  "DuL;b''or  "honest  lawyer." 
We  would  not  wish  to  mislead  our  readers  in  their  conccptiona 
of  any  of  our  characters,  and  we  thercfure  feci  it  neeeasary  to 
add,  that  the  adjective,  in  the  preceding  agnomen  of  Mr.  Van 
di.T  School,  was  used  in  direct  reference  to  its  substantive.  Our 
orthodox  friends  need  not  be  told,  tliat  all  merit  in  this  world 
is  comparative ;  and  once  for  all,  we  desire  to  say,  that  where 
anything  which  involves  qualiljes  or  character  is  asserted,  we 
must  be  understood  to  mean,  "  under  tlic  cireumstances." 

During  tJie  remainder  of  the  day,  the  Judge  was  cloncted 
with  his  cousin  and  bis  lawyer;  and  no  one  else  was  admitt«d 
to  bis  apartment,  excepting  his  daugbl«r.  The  deep  distress, 
that  so  evidently  affected  Marmaduke,  was  in  some  measure 
communicated  lo  Elizabeth  also :  for  a  look  of  dejection  shaded 
her  intelligent  features,  and  tbe  buoyancy  of  her  animated 
spirits  was  sensibly  sofUned.  Orice  on  that  day,  young  Edwards, 
who  was  a  wondering  and  observant  spectator  of  tbe  sudden 
alteraljon  produced  in  tbe  beads  of  the  family,  detected  a  tear 
stealing  over  the  check  of  Elizabeth,  and  suffusing  her  bright 
eyes  with  a  softness  that  did  not  always  belong  to  their 
expression. 

"Have  any  evil  tjdings  been  received,  Miss  Temple!"  he 
inquired,  with  an  interest  and  voice  that  caused  Ijouisa  Grant 
lO  raise  her  head  from  her  needlework,  with  a  quickness  at 
which  she  instantly  blushed  herself.     "  I  would  olTer  my  ae^ 
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vices  to  your  iatber,  if,  as  I  suspect,  he  needs  an  agent  in  some 
distant  place,  and  I  thought  it  would  give  you  relief." 

"  We  have  certainly  heard  bad  news,"  returned  Elizabeth, 
"and  it  may  be  necessary  that  my  father  should  leave  home 
for  a  short  period  ;  unless  I  can  persuade  him  to  trust  my  cousin 
Richard  with  the  business,  whose  absence  from  the  country,  just 
at  this  time,  too,  might  be  inexpedient." 

The  youth  paused  a  moment,  and  the  blood  gathered  slowly 
to  his  temples,  as  he  continued — 

"  If  it  be  of  a  nature  that  I  could  execute " 

"  It  is  such  as  can  only  be  confided  to  one  we  know— one  of 
ourselves." 

"Surely,  you  know  me.  Miss  Temple!"  he  added,  with  a 
warmth  that  he  seldom  exhibited,  but  which  did  sometimes 
e8cai>e  him,  in  the  moments  of  their  frank  communications. 
"  Have  I  lived  five  months  under  your  roof  to  be  a  stranger  ?" 

Elizabeth  was  engaged  with  her  needle  also,  and  she  bent 
her  head  to  one  side,  aflfecting  to  arrange  her  muslin ;  but  her 
hand  shook,  her  color  heightened,  and  her  eyes  lost  their 
moisture  in  an  expression  of  ungovernable  interest,  as  she 
said — 

"  How  much  do  we  know  of  you,  Mr.  Edwards  ?" 

"  How  much !"  echoed  the  youth,  gazing  from  the  speaker  to 
the  mild  countenance  of  Louisa,  that  was  also  illuminated  with 
curiosity ;  "  how  much !  have  I  been  so  long  an  inmate  with 
you  and  not  known  ?" 

The  head  of  Elizabeth  turned  slowly  from  its  affected  position, 
and  the  look  of  confusion  that  had  blended  so  strongly  with  an 
expression  of  interest  changed  to  a  smile. 

"  We  know  you,  sir,  indeed :  you  are  called  Mr.  Oliver 
Edwards.  I  understand  that  you  have  informed  my  friend. 
Miss  Grant,  that  you  are  a  native " 

"  Elizabeth  !"  exclaimed  Louisa,  blushing  to  the  eyes,  and 
*renibling  like  an  aspen;  "you  misunderstx)od  me,  dear  Miss 
Temple;  I — I — it  was  only  conjecture.  Besides,  if  Mr. 
Edwards  is  related   to  the  natives,  why  should  we  reproach 
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him  ?     In  what  are  we  better  ?  at  le'ist  I,  who  am  the  child  of 
a  poor  and  unsettled  clergyman  I" 

Elizabeth  shook  her  head  doubtingly,  and  even  laughed,  but 
made  no  reply ;  until,  observing  the  melancholy  which  pervaded 
the  countenance  of  her  companion,  who  was  thinking  of  the 
poverty  and  labors  of  her  father,  she  continued — 

"  Nay,  Louis.1,  humility  carries  you  too  fer.  The  daughter 
of  a  minister  of  the  church  can  have  no  superiors.  Neither  I 
nor  Mr.  Edwards  is  quite  your  equal,  unless,"  she  added,  again 
smiling,  "  he  is  in  secret  a  king." 

'^  A  faithful  servant  of  the  King  of  kings.  Miss  Temple,  is 
inferior  to  none  on  earth,"  said  Louisa ;  "  but  his  honors  are 
his  own ;  I  am  only  the  child  of  a  poor  and  friendless  man,  and 
can  claim  no  other  distinction.  Why,  then,  should  I  feel 
myself  elevated  above  Mr.  Edwards,  because — because — per- 
haps he  is  only  very,  very  distantly  related  to  John  Mohegan  ?" 

Glances  of  a  very  comprehensive  meaning  were  exchanged 
between  the  heiress  and  the  young  man,  as  Louisa  betrayed, 
while  vindicating  his  lineage,  the  reluctance  with  which  she 
admitted  his  alliance  with  the  old  warrior ;  but  not  even  a 
smile  at  the  simplicity  of  their  companion  was  indulged  by 
either. 

'*  On  reflection,  I  must  acknowledge  that  my  situation  here  is 
somewhat  equivocal,"  said  Edwards,  **  though  I  may  be  said  to 
have  purchased  it  with  my  blood." 

"  The  blood,  too,  of  one  of  the  native  lords  of  the  soil !" 
cried  Elizabeth,  who  evidently  put  little  faith  in  his  aboriginal 
descent. 

*^  Do  I  bear  the  marks  of  ray  lineage  so  very  plainly  impressed 
on  my  appearance  ?  I  am  dark,  but  not  very  red — not  more 
so  tlian  common  ?" 

**  Rather  more  so,  just  now." 

**  I  am  sure,  Miss  Temple,"  cried  Louisa,  "  you  cannot  have 
ttiken  much  notice  of  Mr.  Edwards.  His  eyes  are  not  so  black 
as  Mohegan's,  or  even  your  own,  nor  is  his  hair  !" 

'^  Very  possibly,  then,  I  can  lay  claim  to  the  same  descent. 


I  would  be  a  grcnt  relief  tu  toy  mind  to  tfaiok  m,  fi>r  I  own 
liKl  I   grieve  nlien   1  fee  M   Mobegan  nalkiDg  about   Ui«9C 
utds,  like  the  L,'liiL«t  of  one  of  tlinr  aut^ient  ]M>s$essore.  and  leel 
uw  small  is  my  own  rigbt  lo  possess  them." 
"  Do  you  r'  cried  the  youlb,  with  a  lehemence  that  startled 

"  I  do,  indeed,"  retomed  Elizabelb,  after  suffering  a  niomcnt 
.  fiass  in  surjirir*  ;  "  but  wLnt  can  I  do !  what  can  my  fntjier 
I.I  i  Should  we  offer  the  old  man  n  home  and  a  mainleniiDce, 
is  babils  Hould  compel  him  to  refiiEQ  us.  Neitiier,  were  we 
n  silij  as  to  wish  sucli  a  thing,  could  we  convert  these  clearings 
igain  into  hunting-grounds,  na  the  Leather-stocking 


..,M  wish  t 


ether 


■■  ■^'ou  Bp;ak  the  truth,  Hiss  Temple,"  Enid  Edwards.  »  What 
I  you  do,  indeed  !  liut  there  is  one  thing  that  1  am  certain 
u  cjin  anil  will  do,  when  you  become  the  mistress  of  these 
iiuliful  valleys— use  your  wealth  wilh   indulgence  to  the  poor 
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for  a  minute  oti  the  door  through  which  the  young  man  had 
passed,  then  glanced  quickly  towards  her  companion,  when  the 
,  long  silence  that  succeeded,  manifested  how  much  zest  may  be 
given  to  tlie  conversation  of  two  maidens  under  eighteen,  by  the 
presence  of  a  youth  of  three-and-twenty. 

The  first  person  encountered  by  Mr.  Edwards,  as  he  rather 
rushed  than  walked  from  the  house,  was  the  little  square-built 
Uiwyer,  with  a  large  bundle  of  papers  under  his  arm,  a  pair  of 
green  spectacles  on  his  nose,  with  glasses  at  the  sides,  as  if  to 
multiply  hia  power  of  detecting  frauds,  by  additional  organs  of 
vision. 

Mr.  V^an  der  School  was  a  well  educated  man,  but  of  slow 
comprehension,  who  had  imbibed  a  wariness  in  his  speeches  and 
actions,  from  having  suffered  by  his  collisions  with  his  more 
mercurial  and  apt  brethren  who  had  laid  the  foundations  of  theii 
practice  in  the  eastern  courts,  and  who  had  sucked  in  shrewd- 
ness with  their  mother^s  milk.  The  caution  of  this  gentleman 
was  exhibited  in  his  actions,  by  the  utmost  method  and  punctu- 
ality, tinctured  with  a  good  deal  of  timidity ;  and  in  his 
speeches,  by  a  parenthetical  style,  that  frequently  left  to  his 
auditors  a  long  search  after  his  meaning. 

"  A  good  morning  to  you,  Mr.  Van  der  School,**  said 
Edwards  ;  *'  it  seems  to  be  a  busy  day  with  us  at  the  Mansion- 
house." 

"  Good  morning,  Mr.  Edwards  (if  that  is  your  name  (for, 
being  a  stranger,  we  have  no  other  evidence  of  the  fact  than 
your  own  testimony),  as  I  understand  you  have  given  it  to 
Judge  Temple),  good  morning,  sir.  It  is,  apparently,  a  busy 
day  (but  a  man  of  your  discretion  need  not  be  told  (^''"*  „, 
doubtless,  discovered  it  of  your  own  accord),  that  appearances 
are  often  deceitful)  up  at  the  Mansion  house." 

"  Have  you  papers  of  consequence  that  will  require  copying ! 
can  I  be  of  assistance  in  any  way  ?" 

"  There  are  papers  (as  doubtless  you  see  (for  your  eyes  are 
young)  by  the  outsides)  that  require  copying." 

**  Well,  then,  I  will  accompany  you  to  your  office,  and  receive 

14 
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bucb  as  are  most  needed,  and  by  night  I  shall  have  theiii  doiio, 
if  there  be  much  haste/' 

^  I  shall  be  always  glad  to  see  you,  sir,  at  my  office  (as  in 
duty  bound  (not  thai  it  is  obligatory  to  receive  any  man  within 
your  dwelling  (unless  so  inclined),  which  is  a  castle),  according 
to  the  forms  of  politeness),  or  at  any  other  place ;  but  the  papers 
are  most  strictly  confidential  (and  as  such,  cannot  be  read  by 
any  one),  unless  so  directed  (by  Judge  Temple's  solemn  injunc- 
tions), and  are  in\isible  to  all  eyes ;  excepting  those  whose 
duties  (I  mean  assumed  duties)  require  it  of  them.'' 

"  Well,  sir,  as  I  perceive  that  I  can  be  of  no  service,  I  wish 
you  another  good  morning ;  but  beg  you  will  remember  that  I 
am  quite  idle  just  now,  and  I  wish  you  would  intimate  as 
much  to  Judge  Temple,  and  make  him  a  tender  of  my  services 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  unless — unless — it  be  far  from  Tem- 
pleton." 

"  I  will  make  the  communiciition,  sir,  in  your  name  (with  your 
own  qualifications),  as  your  agent.  Good  morning,  sir. — But 
stay  proceedings,  Mr.  Edwards  (so  called),  for  a  moment  Do 
you  wish  me  to  sUite  tlie  oflfer  of  travelling  as  a  final  contract 
(for  which  consideration  has  been  received  at  former  dates  (by 
sums  advanced),  which  would  be  binding),  or  as  a  tender  of 
services  for  which  compensation  is  to  be  paid  (according  to 
future  agieement  between  the  parties),  on  ])erfonnance  of  the 
conditions  ?" 

**  Any  way,  any  way,"  said  Edwards :  "  he  seems  in  distress, 
and  I  would  assist  him." 

"The  motive  is  good,  sir  (according  to  appearances  (which 
are  often  deceitful)  on  first  impressions),  and  does  you  honor. 
I  will  mention  your  wish,  young  gentleman  (as  you  now  seem), 
and  will  not  fail  to  communicate  the  answer  by  five  o'clock  p.m. 
of  this  present  day  (God  willinij),  if  you  give  me  an  opportunity 
so  to  do." 

Tlie  ambiguous  nature  of  the  situation  and  character  of  Mr. 
Edwards  had  rendered  him  an  object  of  peculiar  suspicion  to 
(he  lawyer,  and   the  youth  was  consequently  too  much  aocus- 
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toincd  to  similar  equivocal  and  guarded  speeches  to  feel  any 
unusual  disgust  at  the  present  dialogue.  He  saw  at  once  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  practitioner  to  conceal  the  nature  <if 
his  business,  even  from  the  private  secretary  of  Judge  Temple  ; 
and  he  knew  too  well  the  difficulty  of  comprehending  the 
meaning  of  Mr.  Van  der  School,  when  the  gentleman  most 
wished  to  be  luminous  in  his  discourse,  not  to  abandon  all 
thoughts  of  a  discovery,  when  he  perceived  that  the  attorney 
was  endeavoring  to  avoid  anything  like  an  approach  to  a  cross- 
examination.  They  j>arted  at  the  gate,  the  lawyer  walking, 
with  an  important  and  hurried  air,  towards  his  office,  keeping 
his  right  hand  firmly  clenched  on  the  bundle  of  papers. 

It  must  have  been  obvious  to  all  our  readers,  that  the  youth 
entertained  an  unusual  and  deeply  seated  prejudice  against  the 
character  of  the  Judge ;  but,  owing  to  some  counteracting 
cause,  his  sensations  were  now  those  of  powerful  interest  in  the 
state  of  his  patron's  present  feelings,  and  in  the  cause  of  his 
secret  uneasiness. 

He  remained  gazing  after  the  lawyer,  until  the  door  closed  on 
both  the  bearer  and  the  mysterious  packet,  when  he  returned 
slowly  to  the  dwelling,  and  endeavored  to  forget  his  curiosity  in 
the  usual  avocations  of  his  office. 

When  the  Judge  made  his  re-appearance  in  the  circles  of  his 
family,  his  cheerfulness  was  tempered  by  a  shade  of  melancholy 
that  lingered  for  many  days  around  his  manly  brow ;  but  the 
magical  progression  of  the  season  aroused  him  from  his  tempo- 
rary apathy,  and  his  smiles  returned  with  the  summer. 

The  heats  of  the  days,  and  the  frequent  occurrence  of  balmy 
showers,  had  completed,  in  an  incredibly  short  period,  the 
growth  of  plants,  which  the  lingering  spring  had  so  long 
retarded  in  the  germ  ;  and  the  woods  presented  every  shade  of 
green  that  the  American  forests  know.  The  stumps  in  the 
cleared  fields  were  already  hidden  beneath  the  wheat  that  was 
waving  with  every  breath  of  the  summer  air,  shining,  and 
changing  its  hues  like  velvet 

During  the  continuance  of  his  cousin's  dejection,  Mr.  Jones 
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fi^ffbore,  with  mnefa  eoimderatioii,  to  pce»  oo  his  atteiitioB  a 
bosiiiew  that  each  hour  was  drawio<T  nearer  to  the  heart  of  tiie 
SheriSf  and  which,  if  any  optDion  ooold  be  fMined  br  his  fre- 
quent prirate  coDferenoes  with  the  man  who  was  introdoeed  in 
these  pages  bj  the  name  of  JoCham,  at  the  barroom  of  the  Bold 
Dragoon,  was  becoming  also  of  great  imfM>rtance. 

At  length  the  Sheriff  ventured  to  aliode  i^ain  to  the  subject; 
and  one  evening,  in  the  beginning  of  Julv,  Marmaduke  made 
him  a  promise  of  devotinj  the  following  day  to  the  desinxl 
excniskm. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Speak  on,  my  deareit  fiither ! 
Thy  wordB  are  like  the  breezes  of  the  west 

MiLHAM. 

It  was  a  mild  and  soft  morning,  when  Marmaduke  and 
Richard  mounted  their  horses  to  proceed  on  the  expedition  that 
had  so  long  been  uppermost  in  the  thoughts  of  the  latter :  and 
Elizabeth  and  Louisa  appeared  at  the  same  instant  in  the  hall, 
attired  for  an  excursion  on  foot. 

The  head  of  Miss  Grant  was  covered  by  a  neat  little  hat  of 
green  silk,  and  her  mode<*t  eyes  peered  from  under  its  shade, 
with  the  soil  languor  that  characterized  her  whole  appearance  ; 
but  Miss  Temple  trod  her  father^s  wide  apartments  with  the  step 
of  their  mistress,  holding  in  her  hand,  dangling  by  one  of  its 
ribands,  the  gipsy  that  was  to  conceal  the  glossy  locks  that 
curled  around  her  polished  forehead  in  rich  profasion. 

"  What !  are  you  for  a  walk,  Bess  ?"  cried  the  Judge,  sus- 
pending his  movements  for  a  moment,  to  smile,  with  a  father^s 
fondness,  at  the  display  of  womanly  grace  and  beauty  that  his 
child  presented.  "  Remember  the  heats  of  July,  my  daughter ; 
nor  venture  further  than  thou  canst  retrace  before  the  meridian. 
Where  is  thy  parasol,  girl  ?  thou  wilt  lose  the  polish  of  that 
brow,  under  this  sun  and  southern  breeze,  unless  thou  guard  it 
with  unusual  care." 

"  I  shall  then  do  more  honor  to  my  connexions,"  returned 
the  smiling  daughter.  '^  Cousin  Richard  has  a  bloom  that  any 
lady  might  envy.  At  present  the  resemblance  between  us 
is  90  trifling,  that  no  stranger  would  know  us  to  be  *  sisters- 
children.'  " 

*^  Grand-children,  you  mean,  cousin  Bess,"  said  the  Sheriff. 
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"  But  on,  Judge  Temple  ;  time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man  ;  and 
if  you  take  my  counsel,  sir,  in  twelve  months  from  this  day  you 
may  make  an  umbrella  for  your  daughter  of  her  camels  hair 
shawl,  and  have  its  frame  of  solid  silver.  I  ask  nothing  for 
myself,  'duke ;  you  have  been  a  good  friend  to  me  already ; 
besides,  all  that  I  have  will  go  to  Bess  there,  one  of  these 
melancholy  days,  so  it's  as  long  as  it's  short,  whether  I  or  you 
leave  it.  But  we  have  a  day's  ride  before  us,  sir ;  so  move 
forward,  or  dismount,  and  say  you  won't  go  at  once." 

"  Patience,  patience,  Dickon,"  returned  the  Judge,  checking 
his  horse,  and  turning  again  to  his  daughter.  *'  If  thou  art  for 
the  mountains,  love,  stray  not  too  deep  into  the  forest,  1  entreat 
thee ;  for,  though  it  is  done  often  with  impunity,  there  is  some- 
times danger." 

"  Not  at  this  season,  I  believe,  sir,"  said  Elizabeth  ;  "  for,  I 
will  confess,  it  is  the  intention  of  Louisa  and  myself  to  stroll 
among  the  hills." 

"  Less  at  this  season  than  in  the  winter,  dear ;  but  still  there 
may  be  danger  in  venturing  loo  far.  But  though  thou  art 
resolute,  Elizabeth,  thou  art  too  much  like  thy  mother  not  to  be 
prudent." 

The  eyes  of  the  parent  turned  reluctantly  from  his  child,  and 
the  Judge  and  Sheriff  rode  slowly  through  the  gateway,  and 
disappeared  among  the  buildings  of  the  village. 

During  this  short  dialogue,  young  Edwards  stood,  an  atten- 
tive listener,  holding  in  his  hand  a  fishing-rod,  the  day  and  the 
season  having  tempted  him  also  to  desert  the  house,  for  the 
pleasure  of  exercise  in  the  air.  As  the  equestrians  turned  through 
the  gate,  he  approached  the  young  females,  who  were  already 
moving  towards  the  street,  and  was  about  to  address  them,  as 
Louisa  paused,  and  said  quickly — 

"  Mr.  Edwards  would  speak  to  us,  Elizabeth." 

The  other  stopped  also,  and  turned  to  the  youth,  politely,  but 
with  a  slight  coldness  in  her  air,  that  sensibly  checked  the  free- 
dom with  which  he  had  approached  them. 

**  Your  father  is  not  pleased  that  you  should  walk  unattended 
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m  the  hills,  Miss  Temple.     If  I  might  offer  myself  as  a  pro- 
tector  " 

'*  Does  my  father  select  Mr.  Oliver  Edwards  as  the  organ  of 
his  displeasure  ?^'  interrupted  the  lady. 

^  Good  Heaven  !  you  misunderstood  my  meaning  :  I  should 
have  said  uneasy  for  not  pleased.  I  am  his  servant,  madam, 
and  in  consequence  yours.  I  repeat  that,  with  your  consent,  1 
will  change  my  rod  for  a  fowling-piece,  and  keep  nigh  you  on 
the  mountain." 

'*  I  thank  you,  Mr.  Edwards ;  but  where  there  is  no  danger, 
no  protection  is  required.  We  are  not  yet  reduced  to  wandering 
among  these  free  hills  accompanied  by  a  body-guard.  If  such 
a  one  is  necessary,  there  he  is,  however. — Here,  Brave, — ^Brave, 
— my  noble  Brave !" 

The  huge  mastiff,  that  has  been  already  mentioned,  appeared 
from  his  kennel,  gaping  and  stretching  himself,  with  pampered 
laziness ;  but  as  his  mistress  again  called — '^  Come,  dear  Brave ; 
once  have  you  served  your  master  well ;  let  us  see  how  you 
can  do  your  duty  by  his  daughter" — the  dog  wagged  his  tail, 
as  if  he  understood  her  language,  walked  with  a  stately  gait  to 
her  side,  where  he  seated  himself,  and  looked  up  at  her  &oe, 
with  an  intelligence  but  little  inferior  to  that  which  beamed  in 
her  own  lovely  countenance. 

She  resumed  her  walk,  but  again  paused,  after  a  few  steps, 
and  added,  in  tones  of  conciliation — 

'*  You  can  be  serving  us  equally,  and,  I  presume,  more  agree- 
ably to  yourself,  Mr.  Edwards,  by  bringing  us  a  string  of  your 
&ivorit«  perch,  for  the  dinner-table." 

When  they  again  began  to  walk  Miss  Temple  did  not  look 
b'ick  to  see  how  the  youth  bore  this  repulse ;  but  the  head  of 
Louiba  was  turned  several  times  before  they  reached  the  gate  on 
that  considerate  errand. 

**  I  am  afraid,  Elizabeth,"  she  said,  *'  that  we  have  mortified 
Oliver.  He  is  still  standing  where  we  left  him  leaning  on  his 
nxl.     Perhaps  he  thinks  us  proud." 

**  He  thinks  justly,"  exclaimed  Miss  Temple,  as  if  awaking 
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from  a  deep  musing;  ^he  thinks  justly,  then.  We  are  too 
proud  to  admit  of  such  particular  attentions  from  a  young  man 
in  an  equivocal  situation.  What !  make  him  the  companion  of 
our  most  private  walks !  It  is  pride,  Louisa,  but  it  is  the  pride 
of  a  woman." 

It  was  several  minutes  before  Oliver  aroused  himself  from  tlie 
abstracted  position  in  which  he  was  standing  when  Louisa  last 
saw  him ;  but  when  he  did,  he  muttered  something  rapidly  and 
incoherently,  and  throwing  his  rod  over  his  shoulder,  he  strode 
down  the  walk,  through  the  gate,  and  along  one  of  the  streets 
of  the  village,  until  he  reached  the  lake-shore,  with  the  air  of  an 
emperor.  At  this  spot  boats  were  kept  for  the  use  of  Judge 
Temple  and  his  family.  The  young  man  threw  himself  into  a 
light  skiff,  and  seizing  the  oars,  he  sent  it  across  the  lake 
towards  the  hut  of  Leather-stocking,  with  a  pair  of  vigorous  arms. 
By  the  time  he  had  rowed  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  his  reflections 
were  less  bitter :  and  when  he  saw  the  bushes  that  lined  the 
shore  in  front  of  Natty ^s  habitation  ghding  by  him,  as  if  they 
possessed  the  motion  which  proceeded  from  his  own  efforts,  he 
was  quite  cooled  in  mind,  though  somewhat  heated  in  body. 
It  is  quite  possible,  that  the  very  same  ^-eason  which  guided  the 
conduct  of  Miss  Temple,  suggested  itself  to  a  man  of  the  breed- 
ing and  education  of  the  youth ;  and  it  is  very  certain,  that  if 
such  were  the  case,  Elizabeth  rose  instead  of  falling  in  the  esti- 
mation of  Mr.  Edwards. 

The  oars  were  now  raised  from  the  water,  and  the  boat  shot 
close  in  to  the  land,  where  it  lay  gently  agitated  by  waves  of 
its  own  creating,  while  the  young  man,  first  casting  a  cautious 
and  searching  glance  around  him  in  every  direction,  put  a  small 
whistle  to  his  mouth,  and  blew  a  long,  shrill  note,  that  rang 
among  the  echoing  rocks  behind  the  hut.  At  this  alarm,  the 
hounds  of  Natty  rushed  out  of  their  bark  kennel,  and  com- 
menced their  long  piteous  howls,  leaping  about  as  if  half  frantic, 
though  restrained  by  the  leashes  of  buck-skin  by  which  they 
were  fastened. 

'*  Quiet,   Hector,   quiet,"  said   Oliver,   again    applying    his 
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whistle  to  bis  mouth,  and  drawing  out  notes  still  more  shrill 
than  before.  No  reply  was  made,  the  dogs  having  returned  to 
their  kennel  at  the  sounds  of  his  voice. 

Edwards  pulled  the  bows  of  the  boat  on  the  shore,  and  land- 
ing, ascended  the  beach  and  approached  the  door  of  the  cabin. 
The  fastenings  were  soon  undone,  and  he  entered,  closing  th<' 
door  after  him,  when  all  was  as  silent,  in  that  retired  spot,  as  if 
the  foot  of  man  had  never  trod  the  wilderness.  The  sounds  of 
the  hammers,  that  were  in  incessant  motion  in  the  village,  were 
faintly  heard  across  the  water ;  but  the  dogs  had  crouched  into 
their  lairs,  satisfied  that  none  but  the  privileged  had  approached 
the  forbidden  ground. 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  elapsed  before  the  youth  re-appeared, 
when  he  fastened  the  door  again,  and  spoke  kindly  to  the 
hounds.  The  dogs  came  out  at  the  well  known  tones,  and  the 
slut  jumped  upon  his  person,  whining  and  barking,  as  if  entreat- 
ing Oliver  to  release  her  from  prison.  But  old  Hector  raised 
his  nose  to  the  light  current  of  air,  and  opened  a  long  howl, 
that  might  have  been  heard  for  a  mile. 

"  Ha  1  what  do  you  scent,  old  veteran  of  the  woods  ?"  cried 
Edwards.  *'  If  a  beast,  it  is  a  bold  one ;  and  if  a  man,  an 
impudent" 

He  sprang  through  the  top  of  a  pine  that  had  fallen  near 
the  side  of  the  hut,  and  ascended  a  small  hillock  that  sheltered 
the  cabin  to  the  south,  where  he  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  formal 
figure  of  Hiram  DoolitUe,  as  it  vanished  with  unusual  rapidity 
for  the  architect,  amid  the  bushes. 

"  What  can  that  fellow  be  wanting  here  ?"  muttered  Oliver. 
*^  He  has  no  business  in  this  quarter,  unless  it  be  curiosity, 
which  is  an  endemic  in  these  woods.  But  against  that  I  will 
effectually  guard,  though  the  dogs  should  take  a  liking  to  his 
ugly  visage,  and  let  him  pass."  The  youth  returned  to  the 
door,  while  giving  vent  to  this  soliloquy,  and  completed  the 
fastenings,  by  pi  icing  a  small  chain  through  a  staple,  and 
securiTtg  it  there   by  a  padlock.     "He  is  a'  pettifogger,  and 
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surely  must  know  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as   felouioa^ly 
breaking  into  a  man's  house.*' 

Apparently  well  satisOed  with  this  arrangement,  the  youth 
again  spoke  to  the  hounds ;  and,  descending  to  the  shore,  he 
launched  his  boat,  and  taking  up  his  oars,  pulled  off  into 
the  lake. 

There  were  several  places  in  the-Otsego  that  were  celebrated 
fishing-ground  for  perch.  One  was  nearly  opposite  to  the 
cabin,  and  another,  still  more  famous,  was  near  a  point,  at  the 
distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  above  it,  under  Uio  brow  of  the 
mountain,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  lake  with  the  hut 
Oliver  Edwards  pulled  his  little  skiff  to  the  fir^t,  and  sat,  for  a 
minute,  undecided  whether  to  continue  there,  with  his  eyes  on 
the  door  of  the  cabin,  or  to  change  his  ground,  with  a  view  to 
get  superior  game.  While  gazing  about  him,  he  saw  the  light- 
oolored  bark  canoe  of  his  old  companions,  riding  on  the  water, 
at  the  point  we  have  mentioned,  and  containing  two  figures, 
that  he  at  once  knew  to  be  Mohegan  and  the  Leather-stocking. 
This  decided  the  matter,  and  the  youth  pulled,  in  a  very  few 
minutes,  to  the  place  where  his  friends  were  fishing,  and 
fiistened  his  boat  to  the  light  vessel  of  the  Indian. 

The  old  men  received  Oliver  with  welcoming  nods,  but 
neither  drew  his  line  from  the  water,  nor  in  the  least  varied  his 
occupation.  When  Edwards  had  secured  his  own  boat,  he 
baited  his  hook  and  threw  it  into  the  lake,  without  speaking. 

**  Did  you  stop  at  the  wigwam,  lad,  as  you  rowed  past  ?" 
asked  Natty. 

^  Yes,  and  I  found  all  safe ;  but  that  carpenter  and  justice  of 
the  peace,  Mr.,  or  as  they  call  him.  Squire,  Doolittle,  was 
prowling  through  the  woods.  I  made  sure  of  the  door  before  I 
left  the  hut,  and  I  think  he  is  too  great  a  coward  to  approach 
the  hounds." 

"  There's  little  to  be  said  in  favor  of  that  man,"  said  Natty, 
while  he  drew  in  a  perch  and  baited  his  hook.  "  lie  craves 
dreadfully  to  come  into  the  cabin,  ap^  f^^s  a^  good  as  asked  vaa 
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OS  much  to  my  face ;  but  I  put  him  off  with  uasartaiu  answers, 
80  that  he  is  no  wiser  than  Solomon.  This  comes  of  having  so 
many  laws  that  such  a  man  may  bo  called  on  to  intarpret  them." 

"I  fear  he  is  more  knave  than  fool,"  cried  Edwards ;  "he 
makes  a  tool  of  that  simple  man,  the  Sheriff;  and  I  dread  that 
his  imj)ertinent  curiosity  may  yet  give  us  much  trouble." 

"  If  he  harbors  too  much  about  the  cabin,  lad,  Til  shoot  the 
creator,"  said  the  Leather-stocking,  quite  simply. 

"  No,  no,  Natty,  you  must  remember  the  law,"  said  Edwards, 
**  or  we  shall  have  you  in  trouble ;  and  that,  old  man,  would  be 
an  evil  day,  and  sore  tidings  to  us  all." 

**  Would  it,  boy !"  exclaimed  the  hunter,  raising  his  eyes  with 
a  look  of  friendly  interest,  towards  the  youth.  "  You  have  the 
true  blood  in  your  veins,  Mr.  Oliver ;  and  Fll  support  it  to  the 
face  of  Judge  Temple,  or  in  any  court  in  the  country.  How  is 
it,  John  ?  Do  I  speak  the  true  word  ?  Is  the  lad  staunch,  and 
of  the  right  blood  «" 

"  He  is  a  Delaware,"  said  Mohegan,  "  and  my  brother.  The 
young  E^gle  is  brave,  and  he  will  be  a  chief.  No  harm  can 
come." 

"  Well,  well,"  cried  the  youth,  impatiently,  **  say  no  more 
about  it,  my  good  friends ;  if  I  am  not  all  that  your  partiality 
would  make  me,  I  am  yours  through  life,  in  prosperity  as  in 
poverty.     We  will  Uilk  of  other  matters." 

The  old  hunters  yielded  to  his  wish,  which  seemed  to  be  their 
law.  For  a  short  time  a  profound  silence  prevailed,  during 
which  each  man  was  very  busy  with  his  hook  and  line ;  but 
Edwards,  probably  feeling  that  it  remained  with  him  to  renew 
the  discourse,  soon  observed,  with  the  air  of  one  who  knew  not 
what  he  said — 

"  How  beautifully  tranquil  and  glassy  the  lake  is !  Saw  you 
it  eve.-  more  calm  and  even  than  at  this  moment.  Natty  ?" 

"  I  have  known  the  Otsego  water  for  five  and  forty  years," 
said  Leather-stocking ;  "  and  I  will  say  that  for  it,  which  is,  that 
a  cleaner  spring  or  better  fishing  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  land. 
Yes,  yes  ;  I  had  the  place  to  myself  once,  and  a  cheerful  time  I 
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hnd  <•(  it  Till?  game  ww  plenty  hb  heart  could  w'nh  ;  sod 
there  wa.c  noue  to  meddle  with  the  groTmd,  utilecs  there  might 
hattf  been  a  liuntiDg  part;  of  the  Delawarcs  eroding  the  hilb, 
or,  luavbe,  a  lifliDg  scout  of  them  thieres,  the  Imqoois.  There 
was  one  or  two  Frenchmen  that  squatted  in  the  flats,  further 
wiat,  and  marriel  squaws  ;  and  sotue  of  the  Scotch-Irishers, 
fmm  Uie  Cherry- Valley,  would  come  on  to  tlie  lake,  and  borrow 
iiiy  canoe  to  take  a  me^  of  parch,  or  drop  a  line  for  salmon- 
trout  ;  but,  in  tbe  main,  it  was  a  cheerful  place,  and  I  liad  bnt 
little  to  disturb  me  in  iL    John  would  catnip,  and  John  kncwn." 

Mu>iei;Hti  tiiriiiHl  li  is  dark  face  at  this  appeal;  and,  moving 
liis  band  forward  with  a  graceful  motion  of  assent,  be  spoke, 
using  the  Delaware  language —  • 

"  The  land  was  owned  by  my  people ;  we  gave  it  to  my 
brotlier,  in  council — to  the  Fire-ealer ;  and  whal  ibe  Di-lawares 
give  Lists  as  Ions  as  the  waters  run.  Unwk-eve  'nioked  .it  that 
or  wi'  loved  liim." 
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**  Where  !  why  up  on  the  Cattskills.  I  used  often  to  go  up 
into  the  mountains  after  wolves'  skins  and  bears  ;  once  they  paid 
me  to  get  them  a  stuffed  painter,  and  so  I  often  went  Theresa 
a  place  in  them  hills  that  I  used  to  climb  to  when  I  wanted  to 
see  the  carryings  on  of  the  world,  that  would  well  pay  any  man 
for  a  barked  shin  or  a  torn  moccasin.  You  know  the  Cattskills, 
lad  ;  for  you  must  have  seen  them  on  your  left,  as  you  followed 
the  river  up  from  York,  looking  as  blue  as  a  piece  of  clear  sky, 
and  holding  the  clouds  on  their  tops,  as  the  smoke  curls  over 
the  head  of  an  Indian  chief  at  the  council  fire.  Well,  there  b 
the  High-peak  and  the  Round-top,  which  lay  back  like  a  father 
and  mother  among  their  children,  seeing  they  are  far  above  all 
the  other  hills.  But  the  place  I  mean  is  next  to  the  river, 
where  one  of  the  ridges  juts  out  a  little  from  the  rest,  and  where 
the  rocks  fall,  for  the  best  part  of  a  thousand  feet,  so  much  up 
and  down,  that  a  man  standing  on  their  edges  is  fool  enough  to 
think  he  can  jump  from  top  to  bottom." 

"  What  see  you  when  you  get  there  ?''  asked  Edwards. 

**  Creation,"  said  Natty,  dropping  the  end  of  his  rod  into  the 
water,  and  sweeping  one  hand  around  him  in  a  circle  :  ^^  all 
creation,  lad.  I  was  on  that  hill  when  Vaughan  burned  'Sopua 
in  the  last  war ;  and  I  saw  the  vessels  come  out  of  the  High- 
lands as  plain  as  I  can  see  that  lime-scow  rowing  into  the  Sus 
quehanna,  though  one  was  twenty  times  further  from  me  than 
the  other.  The  river  was  in  sight  for  seventy  miles,  looking 
like  a  curled  shaving  under  my  feet,  though  it  was  eight  long 
miles  to  its  banks.  I  saw  the  hills  in  the  Hampshire  grants, 
the  highlands  of  the  river,  and  all  that  God  had  done,  or  man 
could  do,  far  as  eye  could  reach — ^you  know  that  the  Indians 
named  me  for  my  sight,  lad ;  and  from  the  flat  on  the  top  of 
that  mounUiin,  I  have  often  found  the  place  where  Albany 
stands.  And  as  for  'Sopus,  the  day  the  royal  troops  burnt  the 
town,  the  smoke  seemed  so  nigh,  that  I  thought  I  could  hear 
the  screeches  of  the  women." 

**  It  must  have  been  worth  the  toil  to  mi>(.a  with  such  u 
;ylorious  view." 
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'^  If  being  the  best  part  of  ai  mile  in  the  air,  and  having  men's 
fiums  and  housen  at  jonr  feet,  with  riTers  looking  like  ribbons, 
and  mountains  bisrsrer  than  the  '  Vision/  seeming  to  be  hav- 
stacks  of  green  grass  under  vou,  irivts  anj  satisfiKrtion  to  a  man, 
I  can  recommend  the  sfot.  When  I  first  came  into  the  woods 
to  live,  I  use!  to  have  weak  sjielis  when  I  felt  lonesome  ;  and 
then  I  would  go  into  the  Catukills,  and  ^pend  a  few  days  on 
that  hill  to  look  at  the  wavs  of  man  :  but  it*s  now  manv  a  vear 
since  I  ft-lt  any  such  longings  and  I  am  getting  too  old  for 
rugged  rocks.  But  there's  a  place,  a  short  two  miles  back 
of  that  very  hilL  that  in  late  times  I  relished  better  than 
the  mountain ;  for  it  was  more  covered  with  the  treefs  and 
nateral.*^ 

^  And  where  was  that  ?**  inquired  Edwards,  whose  curiosity 
was  strongly  excited  by  the  simple  description  of  the  hunter. 

**  Whv,  there's  a  fa\\  in  the  hills  where  the  water  of  two 
little  ponds,  that  lie  near  each  other,  breaks  out  of  their  bounds 
and  runs  over  the  rocks  into  the  vnllev.  The  stream  i*,  mavbe, 
such  a  one  as  would  turn  a  mill,  if  so  useler«s  a  thinir  was 
wanted  in  the  wilderness.  But  the  hand  that  made  that '  Leap* 
never  made  a  mill.  Tliere  the  water  comes  crookinij  and  wind- 
ing  among  the  rocks  ;  first  so  slow  that  a  trout  could  swim  in 
it,  and  then  startini;  and  running  like  a  crater  that  wanted  to 
make  a  far  spring,  till  it  gets  to  where  the  mountain  divides, 
like  the  cleft  hoof  of  a  deer,  leaving  a  deep  hollow  for  the  brook 
to  tumble  into.  The  first  pitch  is  nigh  two  hundred  feet,  and 
the  water  looks  like  flakes  of  driven  snow  afore  it  touches  the 
bottom  ;  and  there  the  stream  gathers  itself  together  again  for 
a  new  start,  and  maybe  flutters  over  fifty  feet  of  flat  nxik  before 
it  falls  for  another  hundred,  when  it  jumps  alx)ut  from  shelf  to 
shelf,  first  turning  this-away  and  then  turning  that-away.  striN-ing 
to  get  out  of  the  hollow,  till  it  finally  comes  to  the  plain." 

**  I  have  never  heard  of  this  spot  l»efore ;  it  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  books.** 

**  I  never  read  a  book  in  my  life,"  said  Leather-stocking ; 
~  and   how  should  a  man  who  has  livi'd  in  towns  and  schools 
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know  anything  about  the  wonders  of  the  woods  ?  No,  no,  lad ; 
there  has  that  little  stream  of  water  been  playing  among  the 
hills  since.  He  made  the  world,  and  not  a  dozen  white  men 
have  ever  laid  eyes  on  it.  The  rock  sweeps  like  mason-work, 
in  a  balf-round,  on  botli  sides  of  the  fall,  and  shelves  over  the 
bottom  for  fifty  feet ;  so  that  when  I've  been  sitting  at  the  foot 
of  the  first  pitch,  and  my  hounds  have  run  into  the  caverns 
behind  the  sheet  of  water,  they've  looked  no  bigger  than  so 
many  rabbits.  To  my  judgment,  lad,  it's  the  best  piece  of 
work  that  I've  met  with  in  the  woods ;  and  none  know  how 
often  the  hand  of  God  is  seen  in  the  wilderness,  but  them  that 
rove  it  for  a  man's  life." 

"  What  becomes  of  the  water  ?  In  which  direction  does  it 
run  ?     Is  it  a  tributary  of  the  Delaware  ?" 

"  Anan  1"  said  Natty. 

'*  Does  the  water  run  into  the  Delaware  ?" 

**  No,  no  ;  it's  a  drop  for  the  old  Hudson,  and  a  merry  time 
it  has  till  it  gets  down  off  the  mountain.  I've  sat  on  the  shelv- 
ing rock  many  a  long  hour,  boy,  and  watched  the  bubbles  as 
they  shot  by  me,  and  thought  how  long  it  would  be  before  that 
very  water,  which  seemed  made  for  the  wilderness,  would  be 
under  the  bottom  of  a  vessel,  and  tossing  in  the  salt  sea.  It  is 
a  spot  to  make  a  man  solemnize.  You  can  see  right  down  into 
the  valley  that  lies  to  the  east  of  the  High  Peak,  where,  in  the 
fall  of  the  year,  thousands  of  acres  of  woods  are  before  your 
eyes,  in  the  deep  hollow,  and  along  the  side  of  the  mountain, 
painted  like  ten  thousand  rainbows,  by  no  hand  of  man,  though 
without  the  ordering  of  God's  providence." 

"You  are  eloquent,  Leather-stocking,"  exclaimed  the  youth. 

"  Anan  !"  repeated  Natty. 

**  The  recollection  of  the  sight  has  warmed  your  blood,  old 
man.     llow  many  years  is  it  since  you  saw  the  p/ace  ?" 

The  hunter  made  no  reply ;  but,  bending  his  ear  near  the 
water,  he  sat  holding  his  breath,  and  listening  attentively  as  if 
to  some  distant  sound.  At  length  he  raised  his  head,  and 
said — 
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"'  If  1  hadn^t  fastened  the  hounds  with  my  owu  hands,  with  a 
fresh  leash  of  green  buckskin,  Fd  take  a  Bible  oath  that  1  heard 
old  Hector  ringing  his  cry  on  the  mountain." 

^  It  is  impossible,'^  said  Edwards  ;  '^  it  is  not  an  hour  since  I 
saw  him  in  his  kennel." 

By  this  time  the  attention  of  Mohegan  was  attracted  to  the 
sounds ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  youth  was  both  silent  and 
attentive,  he  could  hear  nothing  but  the  lowing  of  some  cattle 
fix>m  the  western  hills.  He  looked  at  the  old  men.  Natty  sitting 
with  his  hand  to  his  ear,  like  a  trumpet,  and  Mohegan  bending 
forward,  with  an  arm  raised  to  a  level  with  his  fiice,  holding 
the  forefinger  elevated  as  a  signal  for  attention,  and  laughed 
aloud  at  what  he  deemed  to  be  their  imaginary  sounds. 

**  Laugh  if  you  will,  boy,"  said  Leather-stocking ;  "  the 
hounds  be  out,  and  are  hunting  a  deer.  No  man  can  deceive 
me  in  such  a  matter.  I  wouldn't  have  had  the  thing  happen 
for  a  beaver's  skin.  Not  that  I  care  for  the  law !  but  the  venison 
is  lean  now,  and  the  dumb  things  run  the  tiesh  off  their  own 
bones  for  no  good.     Now  do  you  hear  the  hounds  ?" 

Edwards  started,  as  a  full  cry  broke  on  his  ear,  changing 
from  the  disUint  sounds  that  were  caused  by  some  intervening 
hill,  to  confused  echoes  that  rang  among  the  rocks  that  the 
dogs  were  passing,  and  then  directly  to  a  deep  and  hollow  bay- 
ing that  pealed  under  the  forest  on  the  lake  shore.  These 
variations  in  the  tones  of  the  hounds  passed  with  amazing 
rapidity ;  and  while  his  eyes  were  glancing  along  the  margin 
of  the  water,  a  tearing  of  the  branches  of  the  alder  and  dog- 
wood caught  his  attention,  at  a  spot  near  them,  and  at  the 
next  moment  a  noble  buck  sprang  on  the  shore,  and  buried 
himself  in  the  lake.  A  full-mouthed  cry  followed,  when  Hector 
and  the  slut  shot  through  the  opening  in  the  bushes,  and  darted 
into  the  lake  also,  bearing  their  breasts  gallantly  against  the 
water. 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

f>ft  in  the  fall  descending  flood  he  tries 

To  lose  the  seent,  and  laye  his  burning  sides. 

TaJMsoN. 

*  I  know'd  it — I  know'd  it ! "  cried  Natty,  when  both  deer 
and  hounds  were  in  full  view ; — **  the  buck  has  gone  by  them 
with  the  wind,  and  it  has  been  too  much  for  the  poor  rogues ; 
but  I  must  break  them  of  these  tricks,  or  theyMl  give  me  a  deal 
of  trouble.  He-ere,  he-ere — shore  with  you,  rascals — shore 
with  you — will  ye  ? — Oh  I  off  with  you,  old  Hector,  or  I'll 
hatchel  your  hide  with  my  ramrod  when  I  get  ye." 

The  dogs  knew  their  master^s  voice,  and  after  swimming  in  a 
circle,  as  if  reluctant  to  give  over  the  chase,  and  yet  afraid  to 
persevere,  they  finally  obeyed,  and  returned  to  the  land,  where 
they  filled  the  air  with  their  cries. 

In  the  meantime  the  deer,  urged  by  his  fears,  had  swum 
over  half  the  distance  between  the  shore  and  the  boats,  before 
his  terror  permitted  him  to  see  the  new  danger.  But  at  the 
sounds  of  Natty's  voice,  he  turned  short  in  his  course,  and  for  a 
few  moments  seemed  about  to  rush  back  again,  and  brave  the 
dogs.  His  retreat  in  this  direction  was,  however,  effectually  cut 
ofl^  and  turning  a  second  time,  he  urged  his  course  obliquely  for 
the  centre  of  the  lake,  with  an  intention  of  landing  on  the 
western  shore.  As  the  buck  swam  by  the  fishermen,  raising  his 
nose  high  into  the  air,  curling  the  water  before  his  slim  neck 
like  the  beak  of  a  galley,  the  X«eather-stocking  began  to  sit  very 
uneasy  in  his  canoe. 

" '  Tis  a  noble  creater ! "  he  exclaimed ;  **  what  a  pair  of 
horns !  a  man  might  hang  up  all  his  garments  on  the  branches. 
Let  roe  see— July  is  the  last  month,  and  the  flesh  must   be 


^tting  good."     While  be  nas  talking,  Naltv  lind  instinctively 

fmploycd  himself  in  fastening  the  inner  end  of  tbe  bark  rope, 
that  served  him  fur  a  cahle,  to  a  paddle,  and  rising  suddenlj'  im 
his  legs,  he  cast  this  buoy  away,  and  cried — "  Strike  out,  John  I 
let  her  go.     The  creater's  a  fool  to  tempt  a  mnn  in  thi*  way." 

Mohegan  threw  the  fastening  of  the  youths  buat  from  the 
citnoc,  and  with  one  strobe  of  his  paddia  sent  the  light  bark 
over  tlij  water  like  a  meteor. 

"  Hold  I "  exclaimed  Edwards.  "  Remtmber  tiie  law,  ray  old 
friends.  You  are  in  plain  sight  of  the  village,  and  I  know 
tii.1t  Judge  Terajile  is  determined  to  prosecute  all  indiscrimi- 
nately, who  kill  di-er  out  of  season." 

The  remoiistraijce  came  too  lat« :  tbe  canoe  was  already  br 
frorn  the  tkitf,  and  the  two  hunters  were  too  much  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  to  h<ten  to  his  voice. 

Thy  butk  was  now  within  fifty  yards  of  hia  pursuers,  cutting 
er  gi  Untl\,  and  snorting  at  each  breath  > 
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to  fish  With  the  line,  the  canoe  was  invariably  furnished  with 
all  of  its  utensils,  even  to  its  grate.  This  precaution  grew  out 
of  the  habits  of  the  hunter,  who  was  often  led,  by  his  necessities 
or  his  sports,  far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  original  destination* 
A  few  years  earlier  than  the  date  of  our  tale,  the  Leather-stock- 
ing  had  left  bis  hut  on  the  shores  of  the  Otsego,  witu  his  rifio 
and  his  hounds,  for  a  few  days'  hunting  in  the  hills ;  but  before 
he  returned  he  had  seen  the  waters  of  Ontario.  One,  two,  or 
even  three  hundred  miles  had  once  been  nothing  to  his  sinews, 
which  were  now  a  little  stiffened  by  age.  The  hunter  did  as 
Mohegan  advised,  and  prepared  to  strike  a  blow,  with  the 
barbed  weapon,  into  the  neck  of  the  buck. 

**  Lay  her  more  to  the  left,  John,"  he  cried,  "  lay  her  more 
to  the  left ;  another  stroke  of  the  paddle,  and  I  have  him.'' 

While  speaking,  he  raised  the  spear,  and  darted  it  from  him 
hke  an  arrow.  At  that  instant  the  buck  turned,  the  long  pole 
glanced  by  him,  the  iron  striking  against  his  horn,  and  buried 
itself,  harmlessly,  in  the  lake. 

**  Back  water,"  cried  Natty,  as  the  canoe  glided  over  the 
place  where  the  spear  had  fallen ;  "  hold  water,  John." 

The  pole  soon  re-appeared,  shooting  upwards  from  the  lake, 
and  as  the  burner  seized  it  in  his  hand,  the  Indian  whirled  the 
light  canoe  round,  and  renewed  the  chase.  But  this  evolution 
gave  the  buck  a  great  advantage  ;  and  it  also  allowed  time  for 
Edwards  to  approach  the  scene  of  action. 

"  Hold  your  hand.  Natty ! "  cried  the  youth,  **  hold  your 
hand  !  remember  it  is  out  of  season." 

This  remonstrance  was  made  as  the  batteau  arrived  close  to 
the  place  where  the  deer  was  struggling  with  the  water,  his 
back  now  rising  to  the  surface,  now  sinking  beneath  it,  as  the 
waves  curled  from  his  neck,  the  animal  still  sustaining  itself 
nobly  against  the  odds. 

**  Hurrah  ! "  shouted  Edwards,  inflamed  beyond  prudence  at 
the  sight ;  "  mind  him  as  he  doubles — mind  him  as  he  doubles ; 
sheer  more  to  the  right,  Mohegan,  more  to  the  right,  and  Til 
have  him  by  the  horns  ;  I'll  throw  the  rope  over  his  antlers." 


TIte  dark  eye  of  tbe  old  warrior  wus  dnncing  in  Ilia  bend 
wilh  a  wild  niiiination,  nnd  the  Eluggisli  repose  in  which  his 
Hged  frame  had  been  resting  in  the  canoe  iras  now  changed  to 
ail  tlie  rapid  inflpcliona  of  practised  agility.  Tlie  caiioe  nbirled 
ivith  each  cunning  evolution  of  tbe  chase,  lilio  a  bubble  floating 
in  a  whirlpool ;  nnd  when  the  direction  of  tbe  pursuit  admitted 
of  a  straifrbt  course,  tbe  little  barK  skimmed  tbe  lake  with  a 
velocity  that  urged  the  deer  to  seek  its  safely  in  soTne  new  turn. 

It  was  Ibo  frequency  of  these  circuitous  movernents,  that,  by 
confining  tbe  action  to  so  small  a  compass,  enabled  tiio  youth 
to  k«ej)  near  liis  companions.  More  than  twenty  times  both 
the  pursued  and  the  pursuers  glided  by  him,  just  without  the 
reach  of  his  oars,  until  he  thought  the  best  way  U)  view  the 
sport  was  to  remain  stationary,  and,  by  watching  a  favorable 
opportunity,  a-saiat  as  much  ns  he  could,  in  taking  the  victim. 

He  was  not  required  to  wait  long,  for  no  sooner  bad  be 
adopted  tliis  resolution,  and  risen  in  tbe  iMiat,  than  be  saw  the 
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lake  afore  this,  sin*  many  a  year.  I  call  that  good  venison,  lad  ; 
and  I  know  them  that  will  relish  the  creater's  steaks,  for  all  the 
betterments  in  the  land." 

The  Indian  had  long  been  drooping  with  his  years,  and  per 
haps  under  the  calamities  of  his  race,  but  this  invigorating  and 
exciting  sport  caused  a  gleam  of  sunshine  to  cross  his  swarthy 
face  that  had  long  been  absent  from  his  features.  It  was  evi- 
dent the  old  man  enjoyed  the  chase  more  as  a  memorial  of  his 
youthful  sports  and  deeds,  than  with  any  expectation  of  profit- 
ing by  the  success.  He  felt  the  deer,  however,  lightly,  his  hand 
already  trembling  with  the  re-action  of  his  unusual  exertions, 
and  smiled  with  a  nod  of  approbation,  as  he  said,  in  the  emphatic 
and  sententious  manner  of  his  people — 

"  Good." 

*^  I  am  afraid.  Natty,"  said  Edwards,  when  the  heat  of  the 
moment  had  passed,  and  his  blood  began  to  cool,  ^Uhat  we 
have  all  been  equally  transgressors  of  the  law.  But  keep  your 
own  counsel,  and  there  are  none  here  to  betray  us.  Yet,  how 
came  those  dogs  at  large  ?  I  left  them  securely  fastened,  I 
know,  for  I  felt  the  thongs,  and  examined  the  knots,  when  I 
was  at  the  hut." 

"  It  has  been  too  much  for  the  poor  things,"  said  Natty,  "  to 
have  such  a  buck  take  the  wind  of  them.  See,  lad,  the  pieces 
of  the  buck-skin  are  hanging  from  their  necks  yet.  Let  us 
paddle  up,  John,  and  I  will  call  them  in,  and  look  a  little  into 
the  matter." 

When  the  old  hunter  landed,  and  examined  the  thongs  that 
were  yet  fast  to  the  hounds,  his  countenance  sensibly  changed, 
and  he  shook  his  head  doubtingly. 

"  Here  has  been  a  knife  at  work,"  he  said  : — "  this  skin  was 
never  torn,  nor  is  this  the  mark  of  a  hound's  tooth.  No,  no — 
Hector  is  not  in  fault,  as  I  feared." 

"  Has  the  leather  been  cut  ? "  cried  Edwards. 

"Wo,  no— I  didn't  t=ay  it  had  been  cut,  lad;  but  this  is  u 
mark  that  was  never  made  by  a  jump  or  a  bite." 

"  Could  that  rascally  carpenter  have  dared  !" 
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*^Aj\  he  iurst  to  do  anything  when  there  is  no  danger/' 
told  Natty :  '^  he  is  a  curious  body,  and  loves  to  be  helping 
other  people  on  with  their  consarns.  But  he  had  best  not 
harbor  so  much  near  the  wigwara  I  ^ 

In  the  meantime,  Mohegan  had  been  examining,  with  an 
Indian^s  sagacity,  the  place  where  the  leather  thong  had  been 
separated.     After  scrutinizing  it  closely,  he  said,  in  Delaware — 

"  It  was  cut  with  a  knife — a  sharp  blade  and  a  long  handle 
— ^the  man  was  afraid  of  the  dogs." 

"  flow  is  this,  Mohegan  i "  exclaimed  Edwards  :  **  you  saw 
it  not !  how  can  you  know  these  facts  ? " 

"  Listen,  son,"  said  the  warrior.  **  The  knife  was  sharp,  for 
the  cut  is  smooth ; — the  handle  was  long,  for  a  man^s  arm 
would  not  reach  from  this  gash  to  the  cut  that  did  not  go 
through  the  skin  : — he  was  a  coward,  or  he  would  have  cut 
the  thongs  around  the  necks  of  the  hounds." 

**  On  my  life,"  cried  Natty,  "  John  is  on  the  scent !  It  was 
the  carpenter ;  and  he  has  got  on  the  rock  back  of  the  kennel, 
and  let  the  dogs  loose  by  fastening  his  knife  to  a  stick.  It 
would  be  an  easy  matter  to  do  it,  where  a  man  is  so  minded." 

**  And  why  should  he  do  so  ? "  asked  Edwards  :  "  who  has 
done  him  wrong,  that  he  should  trouble  two  old  men  like 
you?" 

*'  If s  a  hard  matter,  lad,  to  know  men's  ways,  I  6nd,  since 
the  settlers  have  brought  in  their  new  fashions.  But  is  there 
nothing  to  be  found  out  in  the  plac«  ?  and  maybe  he  is  troubled 
with  his  longings  after  other  people's  business,  as  he  often  is." 

"  Your  suspicions  are  just  Give  me  the  canoe  :  I  am  young 
and  strong,  and  will  get  down  there  yet,  perhaps,  in  time  to 
interrupt  his  ])lans.  Heaven  forbid  that  we  should  be  at  the 
mercy  of  such  a  man  ! " 

His  proposal  was  accepted,  the  deer  being  placed  in  the  skiff 
m  order  to  lighten  the  canoe,  and  in  less  than  five  minutes  the 
little  vessel  of  bark  was  gliding  over  the  glassy  lake,  and  was 
soon  hi<l  by  the  points  of  land,  as  it  shot  close  along  the 
ahore. 


Uob^u  followed  Kluwly  with  the  akifi,  while  NsUjr  called 
his  lioundj  to  bim,  bade  them  keep  close,  and,  ihouldering  hit 
rifle,  he  ascended  the  mouatain,  with  an  ialention  of  gmag  to 
the  hut  bv  land. 
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IV'rrh.'itir*',  a  rniinij:*'  not 

IJr.ic«'»'  hrr  iir.H'l  I'l  dt-^jf 


While  the  chase  was  occurring  oi 
and  her  companion  pursued  their  walk 
attendants  on  such  excursions  were  t 
unnecessary,  for  none  were  ever  know 
female,  wlio  respected  lierself.  After  i\ 
by  the  parting  discourse  with  Edwards 
maintained  a  conversation  that  was  as 
themselves. 

The  path  tliey  took   led  them  but 
the  hut  of  Leather-stocking,  and  the 
road  which  commanded  a  bird's  eye 
spot 

From  a  feeling  that  might  have  been 
been  powerful,  neither  of  the  friends,  in 
fidential  dialogues,  had  ever  trusted  her 
concerning  the  equivocal  situation  in 
who  was  now  so  intimately  associated 
found.     If  Judge  Temple  liad  deemed 
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oeity.  With  his  breeding,  it  might  have  been  diiTerent ;  but 
the  youth  himself  had  so  effectually  guarded  against  surprise  on 
this  subject,  by  his  cold,  and  even,  in  some  cases,  rude  deport- 
ment, that  when  his  manners  seemed  to  soften  by  time,  the 
Judge,  if  he  thought  about  it  at  all,  would  have  been  most 
likely  to  imagine  that  the  improvement  was  the  result  of  his 
late  association.  But  women  arc  always  more  alive  to  such 
subjects  than  men  ;  and  what  the  abstraction  of  the  father  had 
overlooked,  the  observation  of  the  daughter  had  easily  detected. 
In  the  thousand  little  courtesies  of  polished  life,  she  had  early 
discovered  that  Edwards  was  not  wanting,  though  his  gentle- 
ness was  so  often  crossed  by  marks  of  what  she  conceived  to  be 
tierce  and  uncontrollable  passions.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  unneces- 
sary to  tell  the  reader  that  Louisa  Grant  never  reasoned  so 
much  after  the  fashions  of  the  world.  The  gentle  girl,  however, 
had  her  own  thoughts  on  the  subject,  and,  like  others,  she  drew 
her  own  conclusions. 

**  I  would  give  all  my  other  secrets,  Louisa,"  exclaimed  Miss 
Temple,  laughing,  and  shaking  Vjack  her  dark  locks,  with  a 
Icok  of  childish  simplicity  that  her  intelligent  face  seldom 
expressed,  **  to  be  mistress  of  all  that  those  rude  logs  have  heard 
and  witnessed." 

Tliey  were  both  looking  at  the  secluded  hut  at  the  instant, 
and  Miss  Grant  raised  her  mild  eyes  as  she  answered — 

*^  I  am  sure  they  would  tell  nothing  to  the  disadvantage  of 
Mr.  Edwards." 

"  Perhaps  not ;  but  they  might,  at  least,  tell  who  he  is." 

"  Why,  dear  Miss  Temple,  we  know  all  that  already.  I  have 
heard  it  all  very  rationally  explained  by  your  cousin — " 

"The  executive  chief !  he  can  explain  anything.  His  inge- 
nuity will  one  day  discover  the  philosopher's  stone.  But  what 
did  he  say  ?" 

**  Say !"    echoed   Louisa,   with   a   look  of  surprise ;   "  why 

everything  that  seemed  to  me  to  be  satisfactor}',  and  I  have 

believed  it  to  be  true.     He  said  that  Natty  Bumppo  had  lived 

most  of  his  life  in  the  woods,  and  among  the  Indians,  by  which 
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iicfjUuititiiriuQ 


vith  old  Jubn,  tie  Di!l» 


inallof-of-fiict   tale  tor  < 


iiii'nnE  ht:  had  foJiued  ii 

'' lriil<.-«.'d  !    Iliot  was 
Dickun.     Wluit  came  nest !" 

"  I  bvlk'vc  iifi  accounted  for  their  cluee  inliniacy,  by  6ora<) 
story  nbout  the  Leatlier-stocking  saving  Che  life  uf  John  in  u 
I     "lo 

Not)     <r  I  or    1  Uly,"  said  Elizubetb,  a  liub  imp;iliL>]itly  ; 
i  u   nl  at  ■*  all  th  i  to  the  purpose  i" 

Nn  El  /  beti  }ou  Diiiat  bear  with  my  ij;uoraacc,  and  I 
11  re;  at  til  ll  at  I  rcmemWr  to  have  overlipjird ;  fur  thu 
d  loi,  u  njs  Ktwecn  my  father  and  the  Sheri^  so  Uitcly  oe  tbu 
I  1 1  c  tl  T  cL  He  then  added,  tliat  the  kings  uf  Englaud 
d  lo  k  p  ^fnil  men  as  agcn^  nniimg  the  different  Inb^s  of 
I  J  «  d  BO  net  nea  oRicers  in  the  army,  who  &equeally 
1  a^    d  ball  ll       I    -s  on  the  edge  of  the  wililerness." 

lold  w  tl      ond  rfnl  historical  awuracy !     And  did  liu  eud 
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within  fifty  miles  of  us,  whose  door  is  not  open  to  every  person 
who  may  choose  to  lift  its  latch  ?" 

"I  have  never  heard  him  say  anything  on  this  subject," 
returned  the  clergyman's  daughter ;  '*  but  I  suppose  that,  as 
I  hey  are  poor,  they  very  naturally  are  anxious  to  keep  the  little 
that  they  honestly  own.  It  is  sometimes  dangerous  to  be  rich, 
Miss  Temple  ;  but  you  cannot  know  how  hard  it  is  to  be  very, 
very  poor." 

'^  Nor  you,  I  trust,  Louisa ;  at  least  I  should  hope  that,  in 
this  land  of  abundance,  no  minister  of  the  church  could  be  left 
to  absolute  suffering." 

"There  cannot  be  actual  misery,"  returned  the  other,  in  a 
low  and  humble  tone,  "  where  there  is  a  dependence  on  our 
Maker  ;  but  there  may  bo  such  suffering  as  will  cause  the  heart 
to  ache." 

"  But  not  you — not  3'ou,"  said  the  impetuous  Elizabeth — 
**  not  you,  dear  girl :  you  have  never  known  the  misery  that  is 
connected  with  poverty." 

"  Ah  !  Miss  Temple,  you  little  understand  the  troubles  of  this 
life,  I  believe.  My  father  has  spent  many  years  as  a  missionary 
in  the  new  countries,  where  his  people  were  poor,  and  frequently 
we  have  been  without  bread  ;  unable  to  buy,  and  ashamed  to 
beg,  because  we  would  not  disgrace  his  sacred  calling.  But 
liow  often  have  I  seen  him  leave  his  home,  where  the  sick  and 
the  hungry  felt,  when  he  left  them,  that  they  had  lost  their 
only  earthly  friend,  to  ride  on  a  duty  which  could  not  bo 
neglected  for  domestic  evils.  Oh !  how  hard  it  must  be  to 
preach  consolation  to  others,  when  your  own  heart  is  bursting 
with  anguish !" 

"  But  it  is  all  over  now  !  your  father's  income  must  now  be 
equal  to  his  wants — it  must  be-  -it  shall  be " 

"  It  is,"  replied  Louisa,  dropping  her  head  on  her  bosom,  to 
conceal  the  tears  which  flowed  in  spite  of  her  gentle  Christianity 
— "  for  there  are  none  left  to  be  supplied  but  me." 

The  turn  the  conversation  had  tiiken  drove  from  the  minds 
of  the  young  maidens  all  other  thoughts  but  those  of  holy 
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chanty ;  and  Elizabeth  folded  her  friend  in  her  arms,  when  the 
latter  gave  vent  to  her  momentary  grief  in  audible  sobs.  When 
this  burst  of  emotion  hnd  subsided,  Louisa  raised  her  mild 
countenance,  and  they  continued  their  walk  in  silence. 

By  this  time  they  had  gained  the  summit  of  the  mountain, 
whe^-e  they  left  the  highway,  and  pursued  their  course  under 
the  shade  of  the  stately  trees  that  crowned  the  eminence.  The 
day  was  becoming  warm,  and  tlie  girls  plunged  more  deeply 
into  the  forest,  as  they  found  its  invigorating  coolness  agreeably 
contrasted  to  the  excessive  heat  they  had  experienced  in  the 
ascent.  The  conversation,  as  if  by  mutual  consent,  was  entirely 
changed  to  the  Httle  incidents  and  scenes  of  their  walk,  and 
every  tall  pine,  and  every  shrub  or  flower,  called  forth  some 
simple  expression  of  admiration. 

In  this  manner  they  proceeded  along  the  margin  of  the  pre- 
cipice, catching  occasional  glimpses  of  the  placid  Otsego,  or 
pausing  to  listen  to  the  rattling  of  wheels  and  the  sounds  of 
hammers,  that  rose  from  the  valley,  to  mingle  the  signs  of  men 
with  the  scenes  of  nature,  when  Elizabeth  suddenly  started,  and 
exclaimed — 

*'  Listen !  there  are  the  cries  of  a  child  on  this  mountain  ! 
is  there  a  clearing  near  us  ?  or  can  some  little  one  have  strayed 
from  its  parents  ?" 

"  Such  things  frequently  happen,"  returned  Louisa.  *'  Let 
us  follow  the  sounds  :  it  may  be  a  wanderer  starving  on  the 
hill." 

Urged  by  this  consideration,  the  fei  tales  pursued  the  low, 
mournful  sounds,  that  proceeded  from  the  forest,  with  quick  and 
impatient  steps.  More  than  once,  the  ardent  Elizabeth  was  on 
the  point  of  announcing  that  she  saw  the  sufferer,  when  Louisa 
caught  her  by  the  arm,  and  pointing  behind  them,  cried — 

"  Look  at  the  dog  I" 

Brave  had  been  their  companion,  from  the  time  the  voice 
of  his  young  mistress  lured  him  from  his  kennel^  to  the  present 
moment.  His  advanced  age  had  long  before  deprived  him  of 
bis  activity ;  and  when  his  companions  stopped  to  view  the 
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BoiiDery,  or  to  add  to  their  bouquets,  the  mastiff  would  lay  his 
hn^re  frame  on  the  ground,  and  await  their  movements,  with 
his  eyes  closed,  and  a  listlossness  in  his  air  that  ill  accorded 
with  the  character  of  a  protector.  But  when,  aroused  by  this 
cry  from  Louisa,  Miss  Temple  turned,  she  saw  the  dog  with  his 
eyes  keenly  set  on  some  distant  object,  his  head  bent  near  the 
ground,  and  his  hair  actually  rising  on  his  body,  through  fright 
or  anger.  It  was  most  probably  the  latter,  for  he  was  growling 
in  a  low  key,  and  occasionally  showing  his  teeth,  in  a  manner 
that  would  have  terrified  his  mistress,  had  she  not  so  well  known 
his  good  qualities. 

"  Brave  I"  she  said,  "  be  quiet.  Brave !  wliat  do  you  see, 
fellow  r 

At  the  sounds  of  her  voice,  the  rage  of  the  mastiff  instead  of 
being  at  all  diminished,  was  very  sensibly  increased.  Ho 
stalked  in  front  of  the  ladies,  and  seated  himself  at  the  feet  of 
his  mistress,  growling  louder  than  before,  and  occasionally  giving 
vent  to  his  ire,  by  a  short,  surly  barking. 

'^  What  does  he  see  ?''  said  Elizabeth  :  '*  there  must  be  some 
animal  in  sight." 

Hearing  no  answer  from  her  companion.  Miss  Temple  turned 
her  head,  and  beheld  Louisa,  standing  with  her  face  whitened 
to  the  color  of  death,  and  her  finger  pointing  upwards,  with  a 
sort  of  flickering,  convulsed  motion.  The  quick  eye  of  Eliza- 
beth glanced  in  the  direction  indicated  by  her  friend,  where  she 
saw  jLhe  fierce  front  and  glaring  eyes  of  a  female  panther,  fixed 
on  them  in  horrid  malignity,  and  threatening  to  leap. 

"Let  us  fly,"  exclaimed  Elizabeth,  grasping  the  arm  of 
Louisa,  whose  form  yielded  like  melting  snow. 

There  was  not  a  single  feeling  in  the  temperament  of  Eliza- 
beth Temple  that  could  prompt  her  to  desert  a  companion  in 
such  an  extremity.  She  fell  on  her  knees,  by  the  side  of  the 
inanimate  Louisa,  tearing  from  the  person  of  her  friend,  with 
instinctive  readiness,  such  parts  of  her  dress  as  might  obstruct 
her  respiration,  and  encouraging  their  only  safeguard,  the  do^, 
At  the  same  time,  by  the  sounds  of  her  voice. 
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"  Courage,  Brave  I"  she  cried,  her  own  tones  beginning  to 
tremble,  "  courage,  courage,  good  Brave !" 

A  quarter-grown  cub,  that  had  hitherto  been  unseen,  now 
appeared,  dropping  from  the  branches  of  a  sapling  that  grew 
under  the  shade  of  the  beech  which  held  its  dam.  This  igno- 
rant, but  ncious  creature,  approached  the  dog,  imitating  the 
actions  and  sounds  of  its  parent,  but  exhibiting  a  strange  mix- 
ture of  the  playfulness  of  a  kitten  with  the  ferocity  of  its  race. 
Standing  on  its  hind  legs,  it  would  rend  the  bark  of  a  tree  with 
its  fore  paws,  and  play  the  antics  of  a  cat ;  and  then,  by  lashing 
itself  with  its  tail,  growling,  and  scratching  the  earth,  it  would 
attempt  the  manifestations  of  anger  that  rendered  its  parent  so 
terrific. 

All  this  time  Brave  stood  firm  and  undaunted,  his  short  tail 
erect,  his  body  drawn  backward  on  its  haunches,  and  his  eyes 
following  the  movements  of  both  dam  and  cub.  At  every 
gambol  played  by  the  latter,  it  approached  nigher  to  the  dog, 
the  growling  of  the  three  becoming  more  horrid  at  each 
moment,  until  the  younger  beast  overleaping  its  intended 
bound,  fell  directly  before  the  mastiff.  There  was  a  moment 
of  fearful  cries  and  struggles,  but  they  ended  almost  as  soon  as 
commenced,  by  the  cub  appearing  in  the  air,  hurled  from  the 
jaws  of  Brave,  with  a  violence  that  sent  it  against  a  tree  so 
forcibly  as  to  render  it  completely  senseless. 

Elizabeth  witnessed  the  short  struggle,  and  her  blood  was 
warming  with  the  triumph  of  the  dog,  when  she  saw  the  form 
of  the  old  panther  in  the  air,  springing  twenty  feet  from  the 
branch  of  the  beech  to  the  back  of  the  mastiff.  No  words  of 
ours  can  describe  the  fury  of  the  conflict  that  followed.  It  was 
a  confused  stniggle  on  the  dry  leaves,  accompanied  by  loud  and 
terrific  cries.  Miss  Temple  continued  on  her  knees,  bending 
over  the  form  of  Louisa,  her  eyes  fixed  on  the  animals,  with 
an  interest  so  horrid,  and  yet  so  intense,  that  she  almost  forgol 
her  own  stake  in  the  result.  So  raj)id  and  vigorous  were  the 
bounds  of  the  inhabitant  of  the  forest,  that  its  active  frame 
Deemed  constantly  in  the  air,  while  the  dog  nobly  faced  his  foe 
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at  each  successive  leap.  When  the  panther  lighted  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  mastifl:^  which  was  its  constant  aim,  old  Brave, 
though  torn  with  her  talons,  and  stained  with  his  own  blood, 
that  already  flowed  from  a  dozen  wounds,  would  shake  off  his 
furious  foe  like  a  feather,  and  rearing  on  his  hind  legs,  rush  to 
lie  fray  again,  with  jaws  distended,  and  a  dauntless  eye.  *  But 
age,  and  his  pampered  life,  greatly  disqualified  the  noble  mastiff 
fur  such  a  struggle.  In  everything  but  courage,  he  was  only 
the  vestige  of  what  he  had  once  been.  A  higher  bound  than 
over  raised  the  wary  and  furious  beast  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  dog,  who  was  making  a  desperate  but  fruitless  da<^h  at  her, 
from  which  she  alighted  in  a  favorable  position,  on  tlie  back  of 
her  aged  foe.  For  a  single  moment  only  could  the  panther 
remain  there,  the  grejit  strength  of  the  dog  returning  with  a 
convulsive  effort  I^ut  Elizabeth  saw,  as  Brave  fastened  his  teeth 
in  the  side  of  his  enemy,  that  the  collar  of  brass  around  his 
neck,  which  had  been  glittering  throughout  the  fray,  was  of  the 
color  of  blood,  and  directly,  that  his  frame  was  sinking  to  the 
earth,  where  it  soon  lay  prostrate  and  helpless.  Several  mighty 
efforts  of  the  wild-cat  to  extricate  herself  from  the  jaws  of  the 
dog  followed,  but  they  were  fruitless,  until  the  mastiff  turned 
on  his  back,  his  lips  collapsed,  and  his  teeth  loosened,  when  the 
short  convulsions  and  stillness  that  succeeded,  announced  the 
death  of  poor  Brave. 

Elizabeth  now  lay  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the  beast  There 
is  said  to  be  something  in  the  front  of  the  image  of  the  Maker 
that  daunts  the  hearts  of  the  inferior  beings  of  his  creation ; 
and  it  would  seem  that  some  such  power,  in  the  present 
instance,  sus|>ended  the  threatened  blow.  The  eyes  of  the 
monster  and  the  kneeling  maiden  met  for  an  instant,  when  the 
former  stooped  to  examine  her  fallen  foe;  next  to  scent  her 
luckless  cub.  From  the  latter  examination,  it  turned,  however, 
with  its  ey<*8  apparently  emitting  flashes  of  fire,  its  tail  lashing 
its  sides  furioasly,  and  ita  claws  projecting  inches  from  her  brond 
feet 

Miss  Temple  did  not  or  could  not  move.     Her  hands  were 
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clasped  in  the  attitude  of  pniycr,  but  her  cyee  were  still  drawn 
to  her  terrible  enemy — her  checks  were  blanched  to  the  white- 
ness of  marble,  and  her  lips  were  slightly  separated  with  horror. 

The  moment  seemed  now  to  have  arrived  for  the  fatal 
termination,  and  the  beautiful  figure  of  Elizabeth  was  bowing 
meekly  to  the  stroke,  when  a  rustling  of  leaves  behind  seemed 
rather  to  mock  the  orsfans  than  to  meet  her  ears. 

**  Hist !  hist ! "  said  a  low  voice,  "  steep  lower,  gal ;  your 
bonnet  hides  the  crejiter's  head." 

It  was  rather  the  yielding  of  nature  than  a  compliance  witii 
this  unexpected  order,  that  caused  the  head  of  our  heroine  to 
sink  on  her  bosom  ;  when  she  heard  the  report  of  the  rifle,  the 
whizzing  of  the  bullet,  and  the  enraged  cries  of  the  beast,  who 
was  rolling  over  on  the  earth  biting  its  own  flesh,  and  tearing 
the  twigs  and  branches  within  its  reach.  At  the  next  instant 
the  form  of  the  Leather-stocking  rushed  by  her,  and  he  called 
aloud — 

"  Come  in,  Hector,  come  in,  old  fool ;  'tis  a  hard-lived  ani- 
mal, and  may  jump  ag'in." 

Natty  fearlessly  maintained  his  position  in  front  of  the 
females,  notwithstanding  the  violent  bounds  and  threatening 
aspect  of  the  wounded  panther,  which  gave  several  indications 
of  returning  strength  and  ferocity,  until  his  rifle  was  again 
loaded,  when  he  stepped  up  to  the  enraged  animal,  and  placing 
the  muzzle  close  to  its  head,  every  spark  of  Hfe  was  extin- 
guished by  the  discharge. 

The  death  of  her  terrible  enemy  appeared  to  Elizabeth  like  a 
resurrection  from  her  own  grave.  There  was  an  elasticity  in 
the  mind  of  our  heroine  that  rose  to  meet  the  pressure  of  instnnt 
danirer.  and  the  more  direct  it  had  been,  the  more  her  nature 
had  struggled  to  overcome  them.  But  still  she  was  a  woman. 
Had  she  been  lefli  to  herself  in  her  late  extremity,  she  would 
probably  have  used  her  faculties  to  the  utmost,  and  with  discre- 
tion, in  protecting  her  person  ;  but  encumbered  with  her  inani- 
mate friend,  retreat  was  a  thing  not  to  be  attempted.  Not- 
withstandino:  the  foarful  aspect  of  her  foe,  the  eye  of  Elizabeth 
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had  never  shrunk  from  its  gaze,  and  long  after  the  event  her 
thoughts  would  recur  to  her  passing  sensations,  and  the  sweet- 
ness of  her  midnight  sleep  would  be  disturbed,  as  her  active 
fancy  conjured,  in  dreams,  the  most  trifling  movements  of 
savage  fury  that  the  beast  had  exhibited  in  its  moment  of 
power. 

We  shall  leave  the  reader  to  imagine  the  restoration  of 
Louisa's  senses,  and  the  expressions  of  gratitude  which  fell  from 
the  young  women.  The  former  was  effected  by  a  little  water, 
that  was  brought  from  one  of  the  thousand  springs  of  those 
mountains,  in  the  cap  of  the  Leather-stocking ;  and  the  latter 
were  uttered  with  the  warmth  that  might  be  expected  from  the 
character  of  Elizabeth.  Natty  received  her  vehement  protesta- 
tions of  gratitude  with  a  simple  expression  of  good-will,  and 
with  indulgence  for  her  present  excitement,  but  with  a  careless- 
ness that  showed  how  little  he  thought  of  the  service  he  had 
rendered. 

"  Well,  well,"  he  said,  "  be  it  so,  gal ;  let  it  be  so,  if  you  wish 
it — we'll  talk  the  thing  over  another  time.  Come,  come — let 
us  get  into  the  road,  for  you've  had  terror  enough  to  make  you 
wish  yourself  in  your  father's  house  ag'in." 

This  was  uttered  as  they  were  proceeding,  at  a  pace  that  was 
adapted  to  the  weakness  of  Louisa,  towards  the  highway  :  on 
-caching  which  the  ladies  separated  from  their  guide,  declaring 
themselves  equal  to  the  remainder  of  the  walk  without  his  assist- 
ance, and  feeling  encouraged  by  the  sight  of  the  village  which 
lay  beneath  their  feet  like  a  picture,  with  its  limpid  lake  in  front, 
the  winding  stream  along  its  margin,  and  its  hundred  chimneys 
of  whitened  bricks. 

The  reader  need  not  be  told  the  nature  of  the  emotions  which 
two  youthful,  ingenuous,  and  well  educated  girls  would  experi- 
ence at  thoT  escape  from  a  death  so  horrid  as  the  one  which 
had  impended  over  them,  while  they  pursued  their  way  in 
silence  along  the  track  on  the  side  of  the  mountain ;  nor  how 
deep  were  their  mental  thanks  to  that  Power  which  had  given 
them  their  existence,  and  which  had  not  deserted  them  in  their 
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extremity ;  neither  how  often  they  pressed  each  other's  arms, 
as  the  assurance  of  their  present  safety  came,  like  a  healing 
balm  athwart  their  troubled  spirits,  when  their  thoughts  were 
recurring  to  the  recent  moments  of  horror. 

Leather-stocking  remained  on  the  hill,  gai^ng  after  their  retir- 
ing figures,  until  they  were  hidden  by  a  bend  in  the  road,  when 
he  whistled  in  his  dogs,  and  shouldering  his  rifle,  he  returned 
into  the  forest. 

"  Well,  it  was  a  skeary  thing  to  the  young  creaters,"  said 
Natty,  while  he  retrod  the  j)ath  towards  the  plain.  "  It  might 
frighten  an  older  woman,  to  see  a  she  painter  so  near  her,  with 
a  dead  cub  by  its  side.  I  wonder  if  I  had  aimed  at  the 
varmint's  eye,  if  I  shouldn't  have  touched  the  life  sooner  than 
in  the  forehead ;  but  they  are  hard-lived  animals,  and  it  was  a 
good  shot,  consid'ring  that  I  could  see  nothing  but  the  he»id 
and  the  peak  of  its  tail.     Hah  !  who  goes  there  ?" 

"How  goes  it,  Natty  ?"  said  Mr.  Doolittle,  stepping  out  of  the 
bushes,  with  a  motion  that  was  a  good  deal  accelerated  by  tlie 
sight  of  the  rifle,  that  was  already  lowered  in  his  direction. 
"  What  1  shooting  this  warm  day  !  mind,  old  man,  Uie  law 
don't  get  hold  on  you." 

"  The  law,  squire !  I  have  shook  hands  with  the  law  these 
forty  year,"  returned  Natty  ;  "  for  what  has  a  man  who  lives  in 
the  wilderness  to  do  with  the  ways  of  the  law  ?" 

"  Not  much,  may  be,"  said  Hiram  ;  "  but  you  sometimes  trade 
in  venison.  I  s'pose  you  know,  Leather-stocking,  that  there  is 
an  act  passed  to  lay  a  fine  of  five  ix)und8  currency,  or  twelve 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  by  decimals,  on  every  man  who  kills  a 
deer  betwixt  Januarj'  and  August.  The  Judge  had  a  great 
hand  in  getting  the  law  through." 

"  I  can  believe  it,"  returned  the  oKl  hunter  ;  **  I  can  believe 
that  or  anything,  of  a  man  who  carries  on  as  he  does  in  the 
30untry." 

"  Yes,  the  law  is  quite  positive,  and  the  Judge  is  bent  on 
Dutdng  it  in  force — ^ya  pounds  penalty.     I  thought  I  heard 
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your  hounds  out  on  the  scent  of  so'tbing  this  morning :  I  didnH 
know  but  they  might  get  you  in  diflaculty." 

"  They  know  their  manners  too  well "  said  Natty,  carelessly. 
**  And  how  much  goes  to  the  state's  evidence,  squire  f 

^*  How  much !''  repeated  Hiram,  quailing  under  the  honest 
but  sharp  look  of  the  hunter : — "  the  informer  gets  half  I — I 
believe; — ^yes,  I  guess  it's  half.  But  there's  blood  on  your 
sleeve,  man — ^you  haven't  been  shooting  anything  this  mom- 
ing!" 

**  I  have,  though,"  said  the  hunter,  nodding  his  head  signifi- 
cantly to  the  other,  ^*and  a  good  shot  I  made  of  it." 

"H-e-m!"  ejaculated  the  magistrate;  "and  where  is  the 
game  ?  I  s'pose  it's  of  a  good  nater,  for  your  dogs  won't  hunt 
at  anything  that  isn't  choice." 

"  They'll  hunt  anything  I  tell  them  to,  squire,"  cried  Natty, 
favoring  the  other  with  his  laugh.  "  They'll  hunt  you,  if  I  say 
so.  He-e-e-re,  he-e-e-re,  Hector — ^he-e-e-re,  slut — come  this 
away,  pups — come  this  away — come  hither." 

"  Oh !  I  have  always  heard  a  good  character  of  the  dogs," 
returned  Mr.  Doolittle,  quickening  his  pace  by  raising  each  leg 
m  rapid  succession,  as  the  hounds  scented  around  his  person. 
'*  And  where  is  the  game,  Leather-stocking  ?" 

During  this  dialogue,  the  speakers  had  been  walking  at  a 
very  fast  gait,  and  Natty  swung  the  end  of  his  rifle  round, 
pointing  through  the  bushes,  and  replied — 

"There  lies  one.     How  do  you  like  such  meat?" 

"  This !"  exclaimed  Hiram  ;  "  why  this  is  Judge  Temple's  dog 
Brave.  Take  care.  Leather  Stocking,  and  don't  make  an  enemy 
of  the  Judge.     I  hope  you  haven't  harmed  the  animal  ?" 

*'  Look  for  yourself,  Mr.  Doolittle,"  said  Natty,  drawing  his 
knife  from  his  girdle,  and  wiping  it,  in  a  knowing  manner,  once 
or  twice  across  his  garment  of  buckskin ;  **  does  his  throat  look 
Ob"  if  I  had  cut  it  with  this  knife  ?" 

**  It  is  dreadfully  torn  !  it's  an  awful  wound — no  knife  nevei 
did  this  deed.     Who  could  have  done  it  ?" 

"  The  painter*  behind  you,  squire.** 
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"  Painters !"  echucd  Hiram,  wbirling  on  hia  heel  witli  aa 
ngilitj  tliat  woulil  hino  done  credit  to  n  (laacing- master. 

"  Be  easy,  man,"  said  Nally ;  "  thert'a  two  of  the  venoRioja 
Uiings;  but  the  dog  Gnishcd  oni;,  hdeI  I  have  ftistencd  the 
iiihor's  jjtwB  for  her;  so  don't  be  frightened,  squire,  they  wont 
liurl  you." 

"  And  whcrt's  the  deer  t"  cried  Hiram,  staring  about  him 
ivith  a  bewildead  air 

■'  Allan !  deer '"  repeaud  Nnlty, 

"  Sarlain,  an  t  there  venison  here,  or  didn't  you  kill  a  buck  I" 

"  What !  whi.n  the  law  forbids  the  thing,  Bipiiro  1"  said  tlie 
old  liuntiT.     "I  hope  there's  no  law  ag'in  killing  the  painl^is." 

"  No  ;  there's  a  bounty  on  the  scalps — hut — will  your  d<^ 
liurit  painters,  Natty  !" 

"  Anything ;  didn't  I  tell  yon  they'd  hunt  a  man  )     He-e-re, 
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anollier^s.  Come,  the  carcases  are  worth  nothing,  man  ;  let  us 
20  down  and  take  the  oath." 

"  Softly,  sofily,  squire,"  said  tlie  hunter,  lifting  his  trophies 
very  deliberately  from  the  ground,  and  shouldering  his  rifle; 
"  why  do  you  want  an  oath  at  all,  for  a  thing  that  your  own 
eyes  has  seen  ?  won't  you  believe  yourself,  that  another  man 
must  swear  to  a  fact  that  vou  know  to  be  true  ?  You  have 
seen  me  scalp  the  creaters,  and  if  I  must  swear  to  it,  it  shall  be 
before  Judge  Temple,  who  needs  an  oath." 

"  But  we  have  no  pen  or  paper  here,  Leather-stocking ;  we 
must  ffo  to  the  hut  for  them,  or  how  can  I  write  the  order." 

Natty  turned  his  simple  features  on  the  cunning  magistrate 
with  another  of  his  laughs,  as  he  said — 

"  And  what  should  I  be  doing  with  scholars'  tools  )  I  want 
no  pens  or  paper,  not  knowing  the  use  of  either ;  and  I  keep 
none.  No,  no,  Pll  bring  the  scalps  into  the  village,  squire,  and 
you  can  make  out  the  order  on  one  of  your  law-books,  and  it 
will  be  all  the  better  for  it  Tue  deuce  take  this  leather  on  the 
neck  of  the  dog,  it  will  strangle  the  old  fool.  Can  you  lend  me 
a  knife,  squire  ?" 

Hiram,  who  seemed  particularly  anxious  to  be  on  good  terms 
with  his  companion,  unhesitatingly  complied.  Natty  cut  the 
thong  from  the  neck  of  the  hound,  and,  as  he  returned  the 
knife  to  its  owner,  carelessly  remarked — 

"  Tis  a  good  bit  of  steel,  and  has  cut  such  leather  m  this  very 
same,  before  now,  I  dare  say." 

"  Do  you  mean  to  charge  me  with  letting  your  hounds  loose  ?" 
exclaimed  Hiram,  with  a  consciousness  that  disarmed  his  caution. 

"  Loose  !"  repeated  the  hunter — "  I  let  tliem  loose  myself. 
1  always  let  them  loose  before  I  leave  the  hut." 

The  ungovernable  amazement  with  which  Mr.  Doolittle  listened 
to  this  falsehood,  would  have  betrayed  his  agency  in  the  libera- 
tion of  the  dogs,  had  Natty  wanted  any  further  confirmation ; 
and  the  coolness  and  management  of  the  old  man  now  disap- 
peared in  open  indignation. 

"  rxx)k  you  here,  Mr.  Doolittle,"  he  said,  striking  the  breech 


of  Ilis  rifle  violenUy  on  the  ground  ;  "  wliat  there  »  in  the  vt'ig- 
ivam  of  u  poor  ninn  like  nie,  that  one  like  you  can  crave,  1  don'l 
know  ;  but  tliis  I  tell  you  lo  your  taix,  tliat  you  never  shall  put 
fii(]t  under  the  roof  of  my  cabin  with  my  consent,  and  that  if 
juu  harbor  round  the  spot  as  you  bavo  done  lately,  you  may 
TTioet  with  treatment  that  you  will  little  relish-" 

"  And  let  mc  tell  you,  Mr.  Bumppo,"  said  Hiram,  retreating, 
liuwever,  with  a  quick  sb-p,  "that  1  know  you've  broke  the  law, 
»nd  that  I'm  a  magistrate,  and  will  make  you  tcel  it  too,  before 
ji'U  are  n  day  older." 

"  That  for  you  and  your  luw  too,"  cried  Natty,  snapping  hia 
lingers  at  the  justice  of  the  peace : — "  away  wilh  you,  you 
\'arinint,  before  the  devil  tempts  me  to  give  you  your  dosarls. 
'J'»ku  aire,  if  I  ever  ottch  your  prowling  fiice  in  the  woods 
sg'in,  that  I  don't  shoot  it  for  an  owl." 

There  is  sometliing  at  all  tiuics  commanding  in  honest  indig- 
1,  and  Hiram  did  not  stay  !o  provoke  the  wrath  of  the  old 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 


It  is  noUed,  he  hath  a  maas  of  treasure. 

Timor  op  Arninv. 


When  Marmaduke  Temple  and  his  cousin  rode  through 
the  gate  of  the  former,  the  heart  of  the  father  had  been  too 
recently  touched  with  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature,  to  leave 
inclination  for  immediate  discourse.  There  was  an  importance 
in  the  air  of  Richard,  which  would  not  have  admitted  of  the 
ordinary  informal  conversation  of  the  Sheriff,  without  violating 
all  the  rules  of  consistency  ;  and  the  equestrians  pursued  their 
way  with  great  diligence,  for  more  than  a  mile,  in  profound 
silence.  At  length  the  soft  expression  of  parental  affection  was 
slowly  chased  from  the  handsome  features  of  the  Judge,  and 
was  gradually  supplanted  by  the  cast  of  humor  and  benevolence 
that  was  usually  seated  on  his  brow. 

**  Well,  Dickon,"  he  said,  "  since  I  have  yielded  myself  so  far 
implicitly  to  your  guidance,  I  think  the  moment  has  arrive*] 
when  I  am  entitled  to  further  confidence.  Why  and  wherefore 
are  we  journeying  together  in  this  solemn  gait  ?" 

The  Sheriff  gave  a  loud  hem,  that  rang  far  in  the  forest,  and 
keeping  his  eyes  fixed  on  objects  before  him,  like  a  man  who  is 
looking  deep  into  futurity — 

**  There  has  always  been  one  point  of  difference  between  us, 
Judge  Temple,  I  may  say,  since  our  nativity,"  he  replied ;  "  not 
that  I  would  insinuate  that  you  are  at  all  answerable  for  the 
acts  of  nature  ;  for  a  man  is  no  more  to  be  condemned  for  the 
misfortunes  of  his  birth,  than  he  is  to  be  commended  for  the 
natural  advantages  he  may  jwssess ;  but  on  one  point  we  may 
bo  said  to  have  differed  from  our  births,  and  they,  you  know, 
occurred  within  two  days  of  each  other." 


"  1  ri'nlly  uian'el,  lUcbnrd,  what  this  one  point  can  )<c;  Ejr,  (o 
iii_v  fives,  we  eeeiii  Ui  JifE.T  so  materially,  and  so  ofU'n " 

"Mere  consequencw,  sir"  inteiTU filed  the  Sberiff;  "nil  our 
minor  diflarencts  proceed  from  odc  cna.se,  and  that  is,  our 
ofJinions  of  the  uoivereal  attain metils  of  genius." 

"  In  what,  Dickon  \" 

'■  1  spealc  plain  English,  I  believe,  Judga  Temple ;  st  lea^t  I 
aui;lit ;  for  my  fiitlier,  ivho  taught  me,  (»«ld  8[»?nk " 

■'  Greek  and  Latin,"  int<}rnipt«d  MarmRdukc.  "  I  well  know 
the  i^ualiScatioDs  of  your  family  in  tongues,  Dickon.  Bat 
|)rueecd  to  the  point ;  why  are  we  travelling  over  tfaia  mountain 
to-day  r 

"  To  do  justice  to  any  subject,  sir,  the  narrator  must  be 
suffiTed  to  proceed  in  his  own  way,"  continued  the  Sheriff. 
"  You  are  of  opinion.  Judge  Temple,  that  a  man  is  to  be  quali- 
fied by  nature  and  ednention  to  do  only  one  thing  well,  whereas 
I  know  that  genius  will  s^upply  the  place  of  le.irning,  and  thai  a 
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he  who  changes  his  county  every  three  years,  his  farm  every 
six  months,  and  his  occupation  every  season !  an  agriculturist 
yesterday,  a  shoemaker  to-day,  and  a  schoolmaster  to-morrow  ? 
that  epitome  of  all  the  unsteady  and  profitless  propensities  of 
the  settlers  without  one  of  their  good  qualities  to  counterbalance 
the  evil !     Nay,  Richard,  this  is  too  bad  for  even but  the 

third  r 

'*  As  the  third  is  not  used  to  hearing  such  comments  on  his 
character,  Judge  Temple,  I  shall  not  name  him." 

"  Tlie  amount  of  all  this,  then,  Dickon,  is,  that  the  trio,  of 
which  you  are  one,  and  the  principal,  have  made  some  import- 
ant discovery." 

**  I  have  not  said  that  I  am  one.  Judge  Temple.  As  I  told 
you  before,  I  say  nothing  egotistical.  But  a  discovery  has  been 
made,  and  you  are  deeply  interested  in  it" 

"  Proceed — T  am  all  ears." 

"  No,  no,  'duke,  you  are  bad  enough,  I  own,  but  not  so  bad 
as  that  either  :  your  ears  are  not  quite  full  grown." 

The  Sheriflf  laughed  heartily  at  his  own  wit,  and  put  himself 
in  good  humor  thereby,  when  he  gratified  his  patient  cousin 
with  the  following  explanation  : — 

**  You  know,  'duke,  there  is  a  man  living  on  your  estate  that 
goes  by  the  name  of  Natty  Bumppo.  Here  has  this  man  lived, 
by  what  I  can  learn,  for  more  than  forty  years — by  himself, 
until  lately  ;  and  now  with  strange  companions." 

"  Part  veiy  true,  and  all  very  probable,"  said  the  Judge. 

"  All  true,  sir ;  all  true.  Well,  within  these  last  few  months 
have  appeared  as  his  companions,  an  old  Indian  chief,  the  last, 
or  one  of  the  last  of  his  tribe  that  is  to  be  found  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  a  young  man,  who  is  sjiid  to  be  the  son  of 
some  Indian  agent,  by  a  squaw." 

"  Who  says  that  ?"  cried  Marmaduke,  with  an  interest  that 
1  e  had  not  manifested  before. 

"  Who  ?  why  common  sense— common  report — the  hue  and 
cry.  But  listen  till  you  know  all.  This  youth  has  very  pretty 
talents — ^yes,  what  I  call  xory  pretty  talents — and  has  been  well 
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eilutakii,  has  seen  Tcry  tolerable  company,  and  knows  how  tc 
Ijclmve  liiiiiaelf,  ivtien  be  bna  a  mind  to.  Now,  Judge  Temple, 
cnii  you  tpU  mc  wliat  hns  bmuglit  three  such  men  aa  Indian 
JdIiii,  Nutty  Bumppo,  and  Oliver  Edwsrds  tof^lber!" 

Murnindulie  turned  hia  countenance,  in  evident  surjirise,  to  hb 
i?cvis)n,  and  replied  quickly — 

'■  Thou  hnst  uneiilH«>tcdly  hit  on  a  subject,  Kichard,  that  has 
(ificii  occupied  my  mind.  But  knowest  ihou  anything  of  thU 
iiiysf-Ty,  or  arc  they  only  ibe  crude  conjectures  of " 

"Crude  nothing, 'duke,  crude  nothing;  but  tHcta,  stubborn 
fints.  YoH  know  there  are  mines  in  these  mountains ;  I  haw 
iiflen  heard  you  say  that  you  believed  in  their  existence," 

"  JIu'.Tsoning  froni  an slugy,  Richard,  but  not  with  any  certainty 
of  the  fact." 

"  Vou  have  heard  ihem  tnentioneil,  and  have  seen  Epecimena 
of  the  ore,  sir  ;  you  will  not  deny  tliat !  and,  reasoning  from 
analogy,  as  you  say,  if  there  be  mini's  in  South  America,  ought 
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after  waiting  a  moment,  to  see  the  effect  of  this  extraordinary 
development,  proceeded — 

"  Yes,  sir,  1  have  my  reasons,  and  at  a  proper  time  you  shall 
know  them." 

*'  No  time  is  so  good  as  the  present" 

**  Well,  well,  be  attentive,"  continued  Richard,  looking  cau- 
tiously about  him,  to  make  certain  that  no  eavesdropper  was 
hid  in  the  forest,  though  they  were  in  constant  motion.  "I 
have  seen  Mohegan  and  the  Leather-stocking,  with  my  own 
eyes — and  my  eyes  are  as  good  as  anybody's  eyes — I  have 
seen  them,  I  say,  both  going  up  the  mountain  and  coming 
down  it ;  with  spades  and  picks ;  and  others  have  seen  them 
carrying  things  into  their  hut,  in  a  secret  and  mysterious 
manner,  after  dark.     Do  you  call  this  a  fact  of  importance  ? " 

The  Judge  did  not  reply,  but  his  brow  had  contracted,  with 
a  tboughtfulness  that  he  always  wore  when  much  interested, 
and  his  eyes  rested  on  his  cousin  in  expectation  of  hearing 
more.     Richard  continued — 

"  It  was  ore.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  if  you  can  tell  me  who  this 
Mr.  Oliver  Edwards  is.  that  has  made  a  part  of  your  household 
since  Christmas  ? " 

Marmaduke  again  raised  his  eyes,  but  continued  silent,  shak- 
inff  his  head  in  the  nespttive. 

"  That  he  is  a  haif-breed  we  know,  for  Mohegan  does  not 
scruple  to  call  him  openly  his  kinsman ;  that  he  is  well  edu- 
cated we  know.  But  as  to  his  business  here — do  you  remem- 
ber that  about  a  month  before  this  young  man  made  bis 
appearance  among  us.  Natty  was  absent  from  home  several 
days?  You  do;  for  you  inquired  for  him,  as  you  wanted 
some  venison  to  take  to  your  friends,  when  you  went  for  Bess. 
Well,  he  was  not  to  be  found.  Old  John  was  left  in  the  hut 
alone ;  and  when  Natty  did  appear,  although  he  came  on  in 
the  night,  he  was  seen  drawing  one  of  those  jumpers  that  they 
carry  their  grain  to  mill  in,  and  to  take  out  something  with 
great  care,  that  he  had  covered  up  under  his  bear-skins.  Now 
let  me  ask  you.  Judge  Temple,  what  motive  could  induce  a 


man  like  ihe  r^atlipr-slocking-  to  mske  a  eled,  and  toil  with  ■ 
load  over  tbese  moanUins,  if  he  had  nothing  but  his  rifle  or 

"  They  fi'e']U';ntly  make  these  junipera  to  convoy  thdr  gams 
bonie,  anil  you  s.iy  he  bikd  been  absent  many  days," 

"How  did  he  kill  it!  His  rifle  was  in  tlie  village,  to  bo 
mended.  No,  no — that  he  vraa  gone  to  some  unusual  ]>laoe  ii 
certain  ;  that  be  brought  back  some  secret  utensils  is  m^ire  cer- 
tain ;  and  that  lie  has  not  allowed  a  soul  to  approach  his  hut 
eince,  is  most  certain  of  all.'' 

"  lie  was  never  fond  of  intruders- — -" 

"I  know  it,"  interrupted  Iticliard  ;  "but  did  he  drive  them 
from  hi:*  cabin  morosely !  Within  n  fortnight  of  his  return, 
tbia  Mr.  Blwardi  appears.  Tliey  spend  whole  days  in  the 
mountains,  prt-ti^nding  to  be  shooting,  but  in  reality  exploring; 
the  frosts  prevent  their  digging  at  tbat  time,  nnd  he  avails 
hiitifelf  of  a  lucky  iicci'lent  to  get  into  good  quiirters.    But  even 


THE     PIONEERS.  853 

expedients ;  and  as  there  was  certainly  sometbing  mysterious, 
not  only  in  tlie  connexion  between  the  old  hunters  and  Edwards, 
but  in  what  his  cousin  had  just  related,  he  began  to  revolve  the 
subject  in  his  own  mind  with  more  care.  On  reflection,  he 
remembered  various  circumstances  that  tended  to  corroborate 
these  suspicions,  and,  as  the  whole  business  favored  one  of  his 
infirmities,  he  yielded  the  more  readily  to  their  impression.  The 
mind  of  Judge  Temple,  at  all  times  comprehensive,  had  received, 
from  his  peculiar  occupations,  a  bias  to  look  far  into  futurity, 
in  his  speculations  on  the  improvements  that  posterity  were  to 
make  in  his  lands.  To  his  eye,  where  others  saw  nothing  but 
a  wilderness,  towns,  manufactories,  bridges,  canals,  mines,  and 
all  the  other  resources  of  an  old  country,  were  constantly  pre- 
senting themselves,  though  his  good  sense  suppressed,  in  some 
degree,  the  exhibition  of  these  expectations. 

As  the  Sheriff  allowed  his  cousin  full  time  to  reflect  on  what 
he  had  heard,  the  probability  of  some  pecuniary  adventure  being 
the  connecting  link  in  the  chain  that  brought  Oliver  Edwards 
into  the  cabin  of  leather-stocking,  api)eared  to  him  each 
moment  to  be  stronijer.  But  Marmaduke  was  too  much  in 
the  habit  of  examifiing  both  sides  of  a  subject,  not  to  perceive 
the  objections,  and  he  reasoned  with  himself  aloud  : — 

"  It  cannot  be  so,  or  the  youth  would  not  be  driven  so  near 
the  verge  of  poverty." 

"  What  so  likely  to  make  a  man  dig  for  money,  as  being 
poor  ? "  cried  the  Sheriff. 

"  Besides,  there  is  an  elevation  of  character  about  Oliver,  that 
proceeds  from  education,  which  would  forbid  so  clandestine  a 
proceeding." 

"  Could  an  ignorant  fellow  smelt  ? "  continued  Richard. 

**  Bess  hints  that  he  was  reduced  even  to  his  last  shilling, 
when  we  took  him  into  our  dwelling.'* 

"  He  had  been  buying  tools.  And  would  he  spend  his  last 
sixpence  for  a  shot  at  a  turkey,  had  he  not  known  where  to  get 
more  « " 

**  Can  I  ha\e  possibly  been  so  long  a  dupe !     His  manner 
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has  been  nidc  to  inc  at  times ;  but  I  attributed  it  to  his  con- 
ceiving himself  injured,  and  to  his  mistaking  the  forms  of  the 
world." 

"  Haven't  you  been  a  dupe  all  your  life,  'duke  ?  and  aii't 
what  yuu  call  ignorance  of  forms  deep  cunning,  to  conceal  his 
real  character  ? " 

"If  he  were  bent  on  deception,  he  would  have  concealed  his 
knowledge,  and  passed  with  us  for  an  inferior  man." 

"  Ho  caimot.  I  could  no  more  pass  for  a  f»x>l,  myself,  than  I 
could  fly.  Knowledge  is  not  to  be  concealed,  like  a  caiidlo 
under  a  bushel." 

"  Itichard,"  said  the  Judge,  turning  to  his  cousin,  "  there  aro 
many  reasons  against  the  truth  of  thy  conjectures ;  but  thou 
hast  awakened  saspicions  which  must  be  satisded.  But  why  are 
we  travelling  here  ?" 

"  Jotliam,  who  has  been  much  in  the  mountain  latterly,  being 
kept  there  by  me  and  Hiram,  has  made  a  discovery,  which  he 
will  not  explain,  he  says,  for  he  is  bound  by  an  oath  ;  but  the 
amount  is,  that  he  knows  where  the  ore  lies,  and  he  has  this 
day  begun  to  dig.  I  would  not  consent  to  the  thing,  'duke, 
without  your  knowledg»»,  for  the  land  is  yours ;  and  now  you 
know  the  reason  of  our  ride.     I  call  this  a  countermine,  ha  !" 

"  And  where  is  the  desirable  spot  ?"  a«*ked  the  Judge,  with 
an  air  half  comical,  half  serious. 

**  At  hand  ;  and  when  we  have  visited  that,  I  will  show  you 
one  of  the  places  that  we  have  found  within  a  week,  where  oui 
lumters  have  been  amusing  themselves  for  s'x  months  pa^t." 

The  gentlemen  continufd  to  discuss  the  matter,  while  their 
horses  i)icked  their  way  under  the  branches  of  trees,  atid  over 
the  uneven  ground  of  the  mountiiin.  They  soon  arrived  at 
the  end  of  their  journt-y,  where,  in  truth,  they  ft)und  Jotham 
already  buried  to  his  neck  in  a  hole  that  he  had  Wn  digging. 

Marmaduke  <]uestioned  the  miner  very  closely,  as  to  his 
reasons  for  believing  in  the  existence  of  the  i)reciou8  metals  near 
that  particular  spot;  but  the  fellow  maintiuned  an  obstinat»3 
mystery  in  his  answers.     Ho  asserted  that  he  had  the  best  of 


reasons  fur  wlial  ho  did.  And  inquired  of  ibo  Judge  whnt 
]iortioD  of  the  profits  would  (all  to  his  own  sharu,  in  the  event 
of  succeM,  with  an  earnestness  that  proved  liis  faith.  AtU-r 
itpendiug  an  hour  near  tlie  place,  examining  the  stones,  and 
Bearcliing  fur  the  usual  indications  of  the  proxijnily  of  ore,  thu 
Judge  remountijd,  and  auffisred  hia  cousin  lo  lead  tlie  way  to 
the  place  where  the  mysterious  trio  had  been  making  tlieir 
excavation. 

I'he  spot  chosen  by  Jotham  was  on  the  back  of  the  mountain 
thiit  overhung  the  hut  of  Leather-stocking,  and  the  place 
ielecled  by  Natty  aud  his  companions  was  on  the  other  side  of 
the  same  liill,  but  above  the  road,  and,  of  coni'se,  in  an  o[>pusito 
direction  to  the  route  tiiken  by  the  ladies  in  their  walk. 

**  We  shall  be  safe  in  approaching  tlie  place  now,"  said 
Richard,  while  they  disinuuntcd  and  fastened  their  horses; 
"  for  I  took  a  look  wiili  tlie  glass,  and  saw  John  and  Lenther- 
itocking,  in  their  canoe  fishing,  before  we  left  home,  and  Oliver 
is  in  the  same  pursuit;  but  these  may  be  nothing  but  shams, 
to  blind  our  eyes,  so  we  will  be  ex|>cditious,  for  it  would  not 
be  pleasant  to  be  caught  here  by  them." 

"  Not  on  my  own  land  !"  said  Mannaduke  sternly.  '*  If  it  bo 
as  yon  susp<'et,  I  Kill  know  their  reasons  for  making  this  exca- 

"  Mum,"  said  lUchard,  laying  a  linger  on  bis  li|>,  and  leading 
the  way  down  a  very  diflicult  descent  to  a  sort  of  natural 
cavern,  which  was  found  in  the  face  of  the  rock,  and  was  not 
unlike  a  fire-place  in  shape.  In  Iront  of  this  place  lay  a  pile  of 
earth,  which  had  evidently  been  taken  from  tlia  recess,  and 
part  of  which  was  yet  fresh.  An  examination  of  ihe  exterior  of 
the  cavern  left  the  Jud^^c  in  doubt  wi.elber  it  was  one  of 
nature's  frolics  tliat  had  thrown  it  into  that  Hh.ijie,  or  whether 
it  liad  been  wrought  by  llie  hands  of  man,  at  some  earlier 
period.  Dut  tliere  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  whole  of  the 
interior  was  of  recent  formation,  and  the  marks  of  the  pick  were 
■till  visible,  where  tlie  soh,  lead-colored  rock  Iiad  opposed  itself 
lo  the  progress  of  the  miners.     Tlie  whole  &rmed  an  excava- 


Uon  of  Hlnjut  twenty  ri>et  \u  widlh,  and  nearly  twice  thnt  dis 
tiiiiec  in  de[>lli.  Tlie  heiglit  was  mticli  grenlur  than  was 
required  for  die  ordiimry  purjioaes  of  exjicriment ;  but  this  wan 
evidently  tlic  effect  of  chance,  as  the  roof  of  llie  cavern  was  a 
iiulurnl  stratum  of  rock,  that  projected  many  feet  beyond  tbo 
base  of-  the  jiile.  Immediately  iii  front  of  the  recess,  or  cave, 
was  a  little  terrace,  partly  Ibrmed  by  nature,  and  partly  by  the 
earth  that  had  been  carelessly  thrown  aside  br  the  laborers. 
The  mountain  fell  off  predpitously  in  front  of  ilie  terrace,  and 
(he  approach  by  ila  sides,  under  the  ridge  of  the  rocks,  whs  dif- 
ficult and  a  little  diingerous.  The  whole  wa^  nHd,  rude,  and 
apparently  incomplete:  for,  while  looking  anioii^r  the  bushes, 
tlis  Sheriff  found  the  very  iniplementa  that  hnJ  been  used  in 

When  the  SlicriH  thought  that  his  cousiu  bad  eiamiued  the 
Kjiot  sufficiently,  he  asked  solemnly — 
"  Judge  Temple,  are  you  satisfied  1" 
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It  H  true,  on  the  snme  scene  that  hitd,  ten  minutui  before,  been 
so  soothing  to  tlie  feelinga  of  his  ikughter  and  her  fHend,  as 
they  emerged  from  the  forest;  but  it  rusted  in  vacancy.  He 
threw  the  reins  to  his  sure-footed  beast,  and  suffered  the  animal 
to  travel  at  its  own  gait,  while  he  soliloquized  as  follows : — 

"  There  may  bo  more  in  this  than  I  at  first  supposed.  I 
have  suffL'red  my  feeling  to  blind  my  reason,  in  admitting  an 
unknown  youth  in  this  manner  to  my  dwelling ;  yet  this  is 
not  the  land  of  suspicion.  I  will  have  the  Leather«tocking 
before  me,  and,  by  a  few  direct  questions,  extract  Uie  truth 
from  the  simple  old  man." 

At  that  instant  the  Judge  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  figures  of 
Elizabeth  and  Louisa,  who  were  slowly  descending  the  mountain, 
a  short  distance  before  hira.  He  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and 
riding  up  to  them,  dismounted,  and  drove  his  steed  along  the 
narrow  path.  While  the  agitated  parent  was  listening  to  the 
vivid  deacriptioQ  that  Ins  daughter  gave  of  her  recent  danger, 
and  her  unexpected  escape,  all  thoughts  of  mines,  vested  rights, 
and  examinations,  were  absorbed  in  emotion ;  and  when  the 
image  of  Natty  again  crossed  his  recollection,  it  was  not  as  a 
lawless  and  depredating  sqnatt«r,  but  as  the  preserver  of  his 
child. 


38S  turn    riosKKAs. 


CHAFTEB  : 


am  0lk  m 


^Lmmamkabul  Pcrmosn,  who  had  hretAXen  the  wound 
nt^nrfA  br  her  pride,  in  eootempUtioa  of  the  eane  mnd  oom- 
(ortA  of  her  situation,  mnd  who  still  retained  her  station  in  the 
Cunilr  of  Jndq;e  Temple,  wm  despniehed  to  the  hamble  dwell- 
ing which  Richard  alreadj  stjied  **  The  Rectorr,'*  in  attendance 
on  Loima,  who  wns  s«jon  consigned  to  the  arms  of  her  Coher. 

In  the  meantime,  Marmadake  and  his  danghter  were  doseted 
for  more  than  an  hoar,  nor  shall  we  inTade  the  sanctnarr  of 
parental  love,  br  relatinsf  the  conversation.  When  the  cortiin 
mf9i  (rti  tiie  rearJer,  the  JmJge  is  seen  walking  up  and  dt)wn  the 
ajjartment,  with  a  tender  melancholy  in  his  air,  and  his  diild 
reclinirig  on  a  settee,  with  a  flashed  cheek,  and  her  dark  eyes 
seeming  to  fV/at  in  crystals. 

**  It  was  A  timely  rescue !  it  was,  indeed,  a  tiiriely  rescue,  my 
child  r  cried  the  Judge.  **Tben  thou  didst  not  desert  thy 
friend,  my  noble  liess  f 

**  I  believe  I  may  as  well  take  the  credit  of  fortitude,^  said 
Elizabeth,  ^  though  I  much  doubt  if  flight  would  have  availed 
me  anything,  had  I  even  courage  to  execute  such  an  intention. 
Hut  I  thought  not  of  the  expedient,** 

**  Of  what  did^t  thou  think,  love  ?  where  did  thy  thoughts 
dwell  mofit,  at  that  fearful  moment  ?" 

**Tlie  bffMst!  the  beast  T  cried  Elizabeth,  veiling  her  face 
irith  her  band :  "  Oh !  I  saw  nothing,  I  thought  of  nothing  but 
tlie  U'ast  I  tried  to  think  of  better  thing*,  but  the  horror  was 
loo  glaritig,  the  danger  too  raucli  before  my  eyes." 

**  Well,  well,  thou  art  safe,  and  we  will  converse  no  more  on 


THE     t'lOHBIKS.  3fi9 

the  unpleasant  subject.  I  <jid  not  think  such  an  animat  jrel 
remained  in  our  forests ;  but  they  will  stray  &r  from  their  haunts 
when  pressed  by  hunger,  and " 

A  loud  knocbiug  at  the  door  of  the  apartment  inCerrupteJ 
what  be  was  about  to  utter,  and  he  bid  the  applicant  ent«r. 
The  door  was  opened  by  Benjamin,  who  came  in  with  a  dis- 
contented air,  as  if  he  felt  Uiat  be  had  a  communication  to 
make  that  would  be  out  of  season. 

"  Here  is  Squire  Dooltttle  below,  sir,"  commenced  tne  major- 
domo.  "  He  has  been  standing  off  and  on  in  the  door-yard,  for 
the  matter  of  a  glass ;  and  be  has  sum'mat  on  his  mind  tliat  be 
wants  to  heave  up,  d'ye  sc-e ;  but  I  telle  him,  says  I,  roan, 
would  you  be  coming  aboard  with  your  complaints,  said  I, 
when  tlie  judge  has  gotten  his  own  child,  as  it  were,  out  of  the 
jaws  of  a  lion  }  But  damn  the  t»t  of  manners  has  the  fvllow, 
any  more  than  if  he  was  one  of  them  Guineas  down  in  the 
kitchen  there ;  and  so  as  he  was  iiheering  :it:arer,  every  Htretcli 
he  made  towards  the  bouse,  I  could  do  no  Ix'tler  ih^ii  to  let 
your  honor  know  that  the  chap  was  in  the  offing.*" 

"  lie  must  have  business  of  importance,"  said  Marmaduke  ; 
"  something  in  relutjon  to  his  office,  moat  probably,  as  the 
court  siU  so  shortly." 

"  Ay,  ay,  you  have  it,  sir,"  cried  Benjamin,  "  it's  aurn'mat 
about  a  complaint  that  he  has  to  make  of  the  old  Leather- 
stocking,  who,  to  my  judgment,  is  the  better  man  of  the  two. 
It's  a  very  good  sort  of  a  man  is  this  Master  Bumppo,  and  ho 
has  a  way  with  a  spear,  all  the  same  as  if  he  was  brought  up 
at  the  bow  oar  of  the  captain's  bai^e,  or  was  born  with  a  bout- 
hook  in  his  hand." 

"Against  the  Leather-stocking T'  cried  Eliubeth,  neng  fiwn 
her  reclining  posture. 

"  Rest  easy,  my  child ;  some  trifle,  I  pledge  you ;  I  belteve 
I  am  already  acquainted  with  its  import  Trust  roe,  Beea, 
your  champion  shall  be  safe  in  my  care.  Show  Mr.  Doolittle 
b,  Benjamin." 

Miw   Temple   appeared  satisfied   with  this   aaaurance,   but 
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festened  her  dark  eyes  on  the  person  of  the  architect,  who  pro- 
Ijtnd  by  the  permission,  and  instantly  made  his  appearance. 

All  the  impatience  of  Iliram  seemed  to  vanish  the  instant 
he  entered  the  apartment  Afler  sahiting  the  Judge  and  hia 
daughter,  he  took  the  cliair  to  which  Marmaduke  pointed,  and 
sat  for  a  minute,  composing  his  straight  black  hair,  with  a 
gravity  of  demeanor  that  was  intended  to  do  honor  to  hi:i 
official  station.     At  length  he  said — 

**  It's  likely,  from  what  I  hear,  that  Miss  Temple  had  a 
pretty  narrow  chance  with  the  painters,  on  the  mountain.** 

Marmaduke  made  a  gentle  inclination  of  his  head,  by  way 
of  assent,  but  continued  silent. 

*'  I  s'pose  the  law  gives  a  bounty  on  the  scalps,**  continued 
Hiram,  **  in  which  case  the  Leather-stocking  will  make  a  good 
job  on't.** 

"  It  shall  be  my  care  to  see  that  he  is  rewarded,*'  returned 
the  Judge. 

"Yes,  yes,  I  rather  guess  that  nobody  hereabouts  doubts 
the  Judge's  generosity.  Does  he  know  whether  the  Sheriff 
has  fairly  made  up  his  mind  to  have  a  reading-desk  or  a 
deacon's  pew  under  the  pulpit  ?*' 

"  I  have  not  heard  my  cousin  speak  on  that  subject,  lately,** 
replied  Marmaduke. 

**  I  think  it's  likely  that  we  will  have  a  pretty  dull  court 
on't,  from  what  I  can  gather.  I  hear  that  Jotham  Riddel 
and  the  man  who  bought  his  betterments,  have  agreed  to 
leave  their  difference  to  men,  and  I  don't  think  there'll  be 
more  than  two  civil  cases  in  the  calendar." 

**  I  am  glad  of  it,**  said  the  Judge ;  "  nothing  gives  me 
more  pain  than  to  see  my  settlers  wasting  their  time  and 
substance  in  the  unprofitable  struggles  of  the  law.  I  hope 
it  may  prove  true,  sir.** 

'*l  rather  guess  *twill  be  left  out  to  men,**  added  Iliram, 
with  an  air  equally  balanced  between  doubt  and  assurance,  but 
which  Judge  Temple  understood  to  mean  certainty  ;  *'  I  some 
think   that  I  am   appointed   a   referee  in   the  case   myself; 


Jotham  as  much  as  tulil  me  tlmi  lie  should  take  me.  The 
defeiikhint,  I  gues.1,  menm  to  tiike  C.ii)!^!!)  Holliater,  and  we 
two  hHcu  ]iartly  turrecd  uii  Squire  Junes  for  the  third  nian." 

"  Are  there  any  criminals  to  be  trit^d !"  aiked  Marmaduke. 

"There's  tho  coiiulerfeilers,"  returned  tiic  magistrate;  "  ;n 
tluy  v/are  caugtit  in  the  fact,  T  tliiiik  it  hkely  that  tliey'll  be 
hidictdd,  in  which  case  it's  probable  they'll  be  tried." 

"  CeTtiinly,  sir,  I  had  forgotten  those  men.  Tliore  are  uo 
moie,  I  liojie." 

"  <Vhy,  tliere  is  a  threaten  to  come  furrad  with  an  asaanlt, 
that  ]iap|>envd  nt  the  lust  iiidejieudence  day ;  but  I'm  not 
sartaiii  ttiat  the  law'tl  Likt;  huIJ  on'L  lliere  was  plagncy 
hard  words  passed,  l>ut  whetlier  tliey  struck  or  not  1  havfii't 
hoard.  There's  some  folks  Ujk  of  a  deer  or  two  being  killed 
out  of  scivioii,  over  on  the  west  sida  of  the  Pattint,  by  some  of 
the  sqnaltera  on  the  '  Fractions.' " 

"  Let  a  comiilaint  bo  made,  by  all  means,"  cried  the  Judge , 
"I  nin  determined  to  see  the  law  executed  to  the  letter,  on  all 
such  depredators." 

''  Why,  yes,  I  thought  the  Judge  was  of  that  miud  ;  I  come 
pailly  on  such  a  business  myself." 

"You!"  exclaimed  Marmaduke,  comprehending  in  an  in- 
stant how  completely  he  hsd  been  caught  bj  tlie  other's 
euiining ;  "  and  what  have  you  to  sny,  sir  t" 

"  I  some  think  that  Natty  Itumppo  has  tbc  carcase  of  a 
deer  in  his  h>it  at  this  moment,  and  a  considerable  part  of  my 
business  was  to  get  a  search -warrant  to  examine." 

"You  think,  sir  !  do  yuu  know  that  the  law  exacts  an  oath, 
before  I  can  issue  sui;h  a  prece|>tt  The  haUtntion  of  a  dtizeti 
is  not  to  be  idly  invaded  on  light  suspidon." 

"I  rather  think  I  can  swear  to  it  myself,"  returned  the  im- 
iiiovable  Ilirani ;  "  and  Jotham  is  in  the  street,  and  ns  good  as 
ready  to  come  in  and  make  oath  to  the  same  thing." 

"  ilien  issue  the  warrant  thyself ;  thon  art  a  magistr^ite,  Hr. 
Dxilittle ;  why  trouble  me  with  tlie  matter  t" 

"  ^Vhy,  seeing  it's  the  first  complaint  under  the  law,  and 
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knowing  the  Judge  set  his  heart  on  the  thing,  I  thought  it  best 
that  the  authority  to  search  should  come  from  himself.  Be- 
sides, as  Fm  much  in  the  wood."^,  among  the  timber,  I  don^t 
altogether  like  making  an  enemy  of  the  Leather-stocking. 
Now  the  Judge  has  a  weight  in  the  county  that  puts  him 
above  fear." 

Miss  Temple  turned  her  face  to  the  callous  architect,  as  she 
said — 

'*  And  what  has  any  honest  person  to  dread  from  so  kind  a 
man  as  Bumppo  ?'' 

**  Why,  it's  as  easy.  Miss,  to  pull  a  rifle-trigger  on  a  magis- 
trate as  on  a  painter.  But  if  the  Judge  don't  conclude  to 
issue  the  warrant,  I  must  go  home  and  make  it  out  myself." 

"  I  have  not  refused  your  application,  sir,"  said  Marmaduke, 
perceiving  at  once  that  his  reputation  for  impartiality  was  at 
stake  ;  "  go  into  my  office,  Mr.  Doolittle,  where  I  will  join  you, 
and  sign  the  warrant." 

Judge  Temple  stopped  the  remonstrances  which  Elizabeth 
was  about  to  utter,  after  Hiram  had  withdrawn,  by  laying  his 
hand  on  her  mouth,  and  saying — 

"  It  is  more  terrific  in  sound  than  frightful  in  reality,  ray 
child.  I  suppose  that  the  Leather-stocking  has  shot  a  deer, 
for  the  season  is  nearly  over,  and  you  say  that  he  was  hunting 
with  his  dogs  when  he  came  so  timely  to  your  assistance.  But 
it  will  be  only  to  examine  his  cabin,  and  find  the  animal,  when 
you  can  pay  the  penalty  out  of  your  own  pocket,  Bess. 
Nothing  short  of  the  twelve  dollars  and  a  half  will  satisfy  this 
harpy,  I  perceive;  and  surely  my  reputation  as  a  Judge  is 
worth  that  trifle." 

Elizabeth  was  a  good  deal  pacified  with  this  assurance, 
and  suffered  her  father  to  leave  her,  to  fulfil  his  promise  to 
Hiram. 

When  Marmaduke  left  his  office  after  executing  his  disagree- 
able duty,  he  met  Oliver  Edwards,  walking  up  the  gravelled 
walk  in  front  of  the  Mansion-house,  with  great  strides,  and  with 
a  face  agita^3d   by   feeling.     On  seeing  Judge   Temple,  the 


y<tuth  turned  aude,  and  with  a  warmth  in  hU  manner  that 
was  not  uflen  exhibited  U)  Nfarmndake,  he  cried — 

"  I  congnttulnte  you,  sir ;  from  the  bottom  of  my  sonl  I 
congratulate  you.  Judge  Temple.  Oh !  it  would  hftve  been 
too  horrid  to  have  recollected  for  a  moment !  I  have  just 
left  the  hut,  where,  nfter  showing  me  hij  scalps,  old  Natty  told 
roe  of  the  escape  of  tha  kdie*,  ai  a  thing  to  be  mentioned 
last  Indeed,  indeed,  sir,  no  worda  of  mine  can  express  half  of 
what  I  have  felt " — the  youth  paused  a  moment,  as  if  suddenly 
recollecting  that  he  was  overstepping  prescribed  limits,  and 
concluded  with  a  gubd  deal  of  embarrassment — "  what  I  have 
felt  at  this  danger  to  Mi» — Grant,  and — and  your  daughter, 

But  the  heart  of  Marmaduke  was  too  much  softened  to 
admit  of  his  cavilling  at  trifles,  and  without  regarding  the  con- 
fusion  of  the  other,  he  replied — 

"  I  thank  thee,  thank  thee,  Oliver ;  as  thou  sayest,  it  is 
almost  too  horrid  to  be  remembered.  But  come,  let  us  hasten 
to  Bess,  for  L'juisa  hjs  already  gone  to  the  Rectory." 

The  young  man  apranjj  forward,  and  throwing  open  a  door, 
barely  permitted  the  Jud.;a  to  precede  him,  when  he  was  in 
the  prt-senco  of  EliMbeth  in  a  moment. 

The  cold  distance  that  often  crossed  the  demeanor  of  the 
heiress,  in  her  intercourse  with  Edwards,  was  now  entirely 
banished,  and  two  hours  were  passed  by  the  party,  in  the  free, 
unembarrassed,  and  confiding  manner  of  oKI  and  esteemed 
friends.  Judge  Temple  had  forgotten  the  suspicions  engendered 
during  his  morning's  ride,  and  the  youth  and  maiden  conversed, 
laughed,  and  were  sad  by  turns,  as  impulse  directed.  At 
length  Edwards,  after  repenting  his  intention  to  do  so  for  the 
third  lime,  left  the  Mansion-house  to  go  to  tlie  rectory  on  n 
similar  errand  of  friendship. 

During  this  short  period,  a  scene  was  passing  at  the  hut  that 
completely  frustrated  the  benevolent  intentions  of  Judge  Temple 
in  favor  of  the  Leather-stocking,  and  at  once  destroyed  the 
short-lived  hnnnony  between  the  youth  and  Marmndalie. 
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When  IlirHin  Doolittle  had  obtaioeJ  liiu  search-warrant,  his 
Snt  haiinvss  was  to  procure  a  proper  officer  to  see  U  executed. 
The  gheriff  w.i»  absont,  summoniug  in  person  thu  grand  inquest 
for  the  county  ;  the  deputy,  who  resided  in  the  villogo,  was 
riding  on  the  atune  errand,  in  h  diOerent  part  of  the  settlement ; 
and  the  regiihir  L'onitabl't  of  the  township  had  been  selected  for 
liis  station  from  iiiotivua  of  charity,  bi:ing  lame  of  a  leg. 
Iliram  intended  to  aciMnnpany  the  officer  as  a  spectator,  hut  Ite 
felt  no  very  strong  desire  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle.  It 
was,  liowever,  Saturday,  and  the  sun  was  already  turning  tlio 
sliadowj  of  tlie  pines  towards  the  east ;  on  the  morrow  the  con- 
Bcientious  inagii-trate  could  not  engage  in  such  an  expedition  at 
thi'  peril  of  his  soul ;  and  lung  before  Monday,  the  venison,  and 
all  vestiges  of  the  death  of  the  deer,  inigiit  be  secreted  or 
di»troyed.  Uappily,  the  lounging  fi>rm  of  Hilly  KIrby  met  hig 
eye,  ntid  llirara,  at  all  times  fruitful  in  similar  expedients,  saw 
Lis  way  clear  at  once.  Jotham,  who  was  associated  in  llie 
whole  business,  and  who  hmi  left  the  mountain  in 


"  Bulb  gone  on  the  skirts  of  the  PxUnt" 

"But  I  saw  the  constnble  hobbling  nbiut  town  aa  huur 
•go." 

•'  Yes,  yes,"  said  Hiram  with  h  cua^iiig  smile  and  knowing 
nod,  "  but  this  bu'^iness  wanbt  n  man — not  h  cripple." 

"  Why,"  said  Billy,  laughing,  "  will  tho  ehap  make  figlit !" 

"  He's  a  little  quarrel«>me  at  times,  and  thinks  ho'6  tlio  bvsl 
man  in  tlie  country  at  rough  and  tumble." 

"  I  heaiil  hini  brng  once,"  said  Jotham,  "that  there  wasn't  a 
man  'twixt  the  Muhawk  Flata  and  the  Pennsylvauy  line  thut 
was  lii^  match  at  a  close  hug-" 

"Did  you  )"  exciiiimed  Kirby,  raising  his  huge  frame  in  liis 
«eat,  like  a  lion  stretching  in  bis  l.iir  ;  "  I  rathtr  guiss  he  nuver 
felt  a  VurmouTiter's  knuckles  on  hi)  bncklxine.  But  whi>  is  tho 
chnpT 

"  Why,"  said  Jotham,  "  it's  " 

"  It's  ag'in  law  to  t«ll,"  interrupted  Ilinim,  "  unless  you'll 
qualify  to  sarve.  Vou'd  be  the  very  man  to  lake  him,  Bill ; 
and  I'll  mako  out  a  special  deputation  in  a  minute,  when  you 
will  gel  the  fees." 

"  What's  the  fees  T  said  Kirby,  laying  his  large  band  on 
tlie  leaves  of  a  statute-book,  that  Iliram  had  o|>ened  in  order 
to  give  dignity  to  his  office,  which  be  turned  over,  in  his  rough 
manner,  as  if  ho  were  reflecting  on  a  subject  about  which  he 
had,  in  truth,  already  dedded ;  "  will  they  pay  a  man  for  k 
broken  head  1" 

"They'll  be  something  handsome,"  said  Hiram. 

"Damn  the  fees,"  said  Billy,  again  laughing: — "does  tba 
fellow  think  he's  the  best  wrestler  in  the  county,  though  I  what'e 
his  inches !" 

"  He's  taller  than  you  be,*"  said  Jotham,  "  and  one  of  the 

Talkers,  he  was  about  to  ndd,  but  the  impatience  of  Kirby 
interrupted  him.  llie  wood-chopper  had  nothing  fierce  or  even 
brutal  in  his  appearance ;  tlie  character  of  his  expression  was 
that  of  good-natured  vanity.     It  was  evident  he  prided  himself 
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on  tlie  powers  of  the  physical  man,  like  all  who  have  nothing 
better  to  boast  of ;  and,  stretching  out  his  broad  hand,  with  the 
palm  downwards,  he  said,  keeping  his  eyes  fastened  on  his  own 
bones  and  sinews — 

"  Come,  give  us  a  touch  of  the  book.  I'll  swear,  and  jou'll 
Bee  that  Fm  a  man  to  keep  my  oath.*' 

Hiram  did  not  give  the  wood-chopper  time  to  change  his 
mind,  but  the  oath  was  administered  without  unnecessary  delay. 
So  soon  as  this  preliminary  was  completed,  the  three  worthies 
led  the  house,  and  proceeded  by  the  nearest  road  towards  the 
hut.  They  had  reached  the  bank  of  the  lake,  and  were  diverg- 
ing from  the  route  of  the  highway,  before  Kirby  recollected  that 
he  was  now  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  the  initiated,  and 
repeated  his  question  as  to  the  name  of  the  offender. 

"Which  way,  which  way,  Squire?"  exclaimed  the  hardy 
wood-chopper ;  "  I  thought  it  was  to  search  a  house  that  you 
wanted  me,  not  the  woods.  There  is  noboily  lives  on  this  side 
of  the  lake,  for  six  miles,  unless  you  count  the  LeAther-stocking 
and  old  John  for  settlers.  Come,  tell  me  the  chap's  name,  and 
I  warrant  me  that  I  lead  you  to  his  clearing  by  a  straighter 
path  than  this,  for  I  know  every  sapling  that  grows  within  two 
miles  of  Templetown." 

"  Tliis  is  the  way,"  said  Hiram,  pointing  forward  and  quick- 
ening his  step,  as  if  apprehensive  that  Kirby  would  desert, 
•*  a:id  Bumppo  is  the  man." 

Kirby  stopped  short,  and  looked  from  one  of  his  companions 
to  the  other  in  astonishment.  He  then  burst  into  a  loud 
laugh,  and  cried — 

*'  Who  ?  Leather-stocking !  he  may  brag  of  his  aim  and  his 
rifle,  for  he  has  the  best  of  both,  as  I  will  own  myself,  for  sin' 
he  shot  the  pigeon  I  knock  under  to  him  ;  but  for  a  wrestle  I 
why,  I  would  take  the  creatur'  between  my  finger  and  thumb, 
and  tie  him  in  a  bow-knot  around  my  neck  for  aBarcelony.  The 
mau  is  seventy,  and  was  never  anything  particular  for  strength." 

"  He's  a  deceiving  man,"  said  Hiram,  "  like  all  the  hunters ; 
he  is  stronger  than  he  seems ;  besides,  he  has  his  rifle." 
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"That  for  his  rifie  I"  cried  Billy:  "ha'd  no  more  hurt  rcK 
will)  hia  rifle  tlian  he'd  fly.  He  is  a  hannless  creater,  and 
I  miiet  say  that  I  think  he  has  in  good  right  to  kill  deer  u 
any  roan  on  the  Patent  It's  hJs  mtin  support,  and  this  ia  a 
tree  country,  where  a  man  is  privileged  to  follow  any  calling  he 
likes." 

'     "According  to  that  doctrine,"  aaid  Jotham,  "  anybody  may 
shoot  a  deer." 

"  This  is  the  man's  calling,  I  tell  you,"  returned  Kirby,  "  and 
the  law  was  never  made  for  such  as  he." 

"  The  law  was  made  for  all,"  observed  Iliram,  who  began  to 
think  that  the  danger  was  likely  to  foil  to  his  own  share,  not- 
withstanding his  management ;  "  and  the  law  is  particular  in 
noticing  parjury." 

"See  here.  Squire  Doolittle,"  said  the  reckless  wood-chopper; 
"I  don't  care  the  ralie  of  a  beetlering  for  you  and  your  paijury 
too.  But  as  I  have  come  so  far,  Fll  go  down  and  have  a 
talk  with  the  old  man,  and  maybe  we'll  frv  a  steak  of  the  deer 

"  Well,  if  you  can  get  in  peaceably,  so  mach  the  better,"  said 
the  magistrate.  "To  roy  notion,  strife  is  very  unpopular;  I 
pre&r,  at  alt  tiroes,  clever  conduct  to  an  ugly  teroper." 

As  the  whole  party  moved  at  a  great  pace,  they  soon  reached 
the  hut,  where  Hiram  thought  it  prudent  to  halt  on  the  outmde 
of  the  top  of  the  fallen  pine,  which  formed  a  chevaux.de-Trise, 
to  defend  the  approach  to  the  fortress,  on  the  side  next  the 
village.  The  delay  was  little  relished  by  Kirby,  who  clapped 
his  hands  to  his  mouth,  and  gave  ft  liwd  halloo  that  brought 
the  dogs  out  of  their  kennel  and,  almost  at  the  same  instant, 
the  scantily  covered  head  of  Nnity  from  the  door. 

"Lie down, old  fool,"  cried  the  hunter;  "do yon  think  there's 
more  painters  about  you  ! " 

"Ha!  Leather-slocking,  I've  an  arrand  with  you,"  cried 
Kirby  ;  "  here's  the  good  people  of  the  state  have  been  writing 
yon  a  small  letter,  and  they've  hired  me  to  ride  posL" 

"  What  would  you  have  with  me,  Billy  Kirby  ! "  said  Natty, 


808  THB     PIOHEItRS. 

■tepping  acnxss  lib  tlireeliold,  and  nusiog  bn  hand  urer  fan 
eyes  to  Bcreen  tliem  from  ihe  rays  of  tlie  setting  »un,  while  be 
took  a  Burvey  of  ]iis  visitor.  "  I've  no  land  to  clear ;  and 
Leaven  knows  I  would  set  out  «x  treen  afore  I  would  cut  down 
one.     Down,  Hector,  I  say ;  into  your  kennel  witb  ye." 

"  Would  yuu,  old  boy ! "  roared  Billy  ;  "  tlicn  so  mucli  ibo 
better  for  me.  Hut  1  must  di>  my  Hrrimd.  Here's  a  ktur  fur 
you,  Leather-stocking.  If  you  can  rciid  it,  it's  all  well,  and  if 
you  cjm't,  here's  Squire  Doolittle  at  hand,  to  let  you  know  what 
it  means.  It  seems  you  mistook  the  twentieth  of  Ju.y  for  tho 
first  of  Auj^ust,  tbat's  all." 

By  tbis  Uine  Matty  bad  discovered  the  lank  ]>crson  of  Uiram, 
drawn  up  under  the  cover  of  a  high  stump  ;  and  all  tliat  was 
complacent  in  his  manner  instantly  gave  way  to  marked  distrust 
and  dissatisfaction.  He  jihwed  his  head  within  tlie  door  of  his 
hat,  and  awd  a  few  words  in  an  under  tone,  when  he  again 
appeared,  and  continued — 

"  I've  nothing  for  ye ;  so  away,  afore  the  evil  one  tempts  me 
to  do  you  harm.  I  owe  you  no  spite,  Billy  Kirby,  and  what 
for  should  you  trouble  an  old  man,  who  has  done  you  no 
hiirm!" 

Kirby  advanced  through  the  top  of  the  pine,  to  witliin  a  few 
feet  of  tho  hunter,  where  he  seateil  himself  on  the  end  of  a  log 
witli  great  composure,  and  began  to  examine  the  none  of  Hec- 
tor, with  whom  he  was  familiar,  from  their  frequently  iTieetlug 
in  the  woods,  where  he  sometimes  fed  the  dog  from  his  own 
basket  of  provisions. 

"You've  outshot  me,  and  I'm  not  ashamed  to  aa^  it,"  said 
tho  wood-chopper ;  "  but  I  don't  owe  yon  a  grudge  for  that. 
Natty  !  though  it  seems  that  you've  shot  onoe  too  often,  for  the 
story  goes  that  you've  killed  a  buck." 

"  I've  fired  but  twice  to-day,  and  both  times  at  the  painters," 
returned  the  Leather  stocking;  "see,  here  are  the  scaljis  !  I  was 
just  giiing  in  with  them  to  the  Judge's  to  ask  the  bounty." 

WhiL'  Natty  was  speaking,  he  tossed  tho  ears  to  Kirby,  who 
continued  playing  with  them,  with  a  careless  air,  holding  them 


to  the  dogB,  and  laugbing  at  tlieir  movemenU  when  ^cy  scented 
the  unusual  game. 

But  ninim,  emboldened  by  the  advanoo  of  thu  deputed  con- 
stable, now  vcutured  to  approach  also,  and  took  up  the  di<tcour«e 
with  the  air  of  authority  that  became  his  coniiniuiioii.  Uis 
lirst  measure  was  to  rend  the  warrant  aloud,  taking  care  to  give 
due  emphasis  to  thu  most  materiai  parts,  and  concluding  witli 
the  name  of  the  Judge  in  very  audible  and  disUnct  tuue*. 

"  Did  Marinttduke  Temple  put  his  mime  to  that  l»t  of 
paper  t  "  said  Nutty,  shjiking  his  head ; — "  well,  well,  that  man 
loves  the  new  ways,  and  his  hutteruicnta,  and  his  lands,  afore 
his  own  ttcsh  and  blood.  But  I  wun't  mistrust  Uk  gal :  she 
has  ao  eye  like  a  full-grown  buck  !  poor  thing,  slio  didi.'t  cItooM 
her  fatlicr,  and  can't  help  it.  I  know  but  little  of  tlie  hiw, 
Mr.  IXwIittle ;  what  is  to  be  done,  now  you've  read  your  com- 
mission ! " 

"Oh  !  it's  nothing  but  form,  Natty,"  said  Hiram,  endeavor- 
ing to  assume  a  friendly  aspect  "  Let's  go  in,  and  tulk  the 
thing  over  in  reason  ;  I  dare  to  say  that  the  money  can  bo 
easily  found,  and  I  partly  conclude,  from  what  j>assed,  that 
Judge  Temple  will  pay  it  hirosuir." 

The  old  hunter  lind  kept  a  keen  eye  on  tlie  movements  of  his 
three  visitors,  from  the  beginning,  and  had  miuntained  )iis  posi- 
tion, just  without  the  tlireshold  of  his  cabin,  with  a  d<ilerruined 
manner,  that  showed  ho  was  not  to  be  easily  driven  from  his 
post.  When  Iliram  drew  nigher,  as  if  exi>ecting  his  proposi- 
tion would  be  accepted,  Natty  lifted  his  hand,  and  motioned  for 
him  to  retreat. 

**  Haven't  I  told  you  more  than  once,  not  to  tempt  me!"  he 
aaid.  "I  trouble  no  man;  why  can't  the  law  leave  me  to 
myself)  Go  bock — go  back,  and  tell  your  J'idge  that  he  may 
keep  bis  bounty ;  but  I  won't  have  bis  wasty  ways  brought  into 
my  liuL" 

This  offer,  however,  instead  of  nppeasing  the  curiosity  'jf 
Biram,  seemed  to  inflame  it  tho  more ;  while  Kirby  cried — 

"Well,  that's  fhir,  squire;  he  foi^ives  the  county  l.is  demand, 
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and  the  county  should  forgive  him  the  fine  ;  it^s  what  I  call  an 
even  trade,  and  should  be  concluded  on  the  spot  I  like  quick 
dealings,  and  what's  fair  'twixt  man  and  man/' 

^^  I  demand  entrance  into  this  house,''  said  Hiram,  summon- 
ing all  the  dignity  he  could  muster  to  his  assistance,  *^  in  the 
name  of  the  people  ;  and  by  virtue  of  this  warrant,  and  of  my 
office,  and  with  this  peace-officer." 

'*  Stand  back,  stand  back,  squire,  and  don't  tempt  me,"  said 
the  Leather-stocking,  motioning  for  him  to  retire,  with  great 
earnestness. 

"  Stop  us  at  your  peril,"  continued  Hiram.  "  Billy  !  Jotham  I 
close  up — I  want  testimony." 

Hiram  had  mistaken  the  mil<i  but  determined  air  of  Natty 
for  submission,  and  had  already  put  his  foot  on  the  threshold  to 
enter,  when  he  was  seized  unexpectedly  by  his  shoulders,  and 
hurled  over  the  little  bank  towards  the  lake,  to  the  distance 
of  twenty  feet  The  suddenness  of  the  movement,  and  the 
unexpected  display  of  strength  on  the  part  of  Natty,  created 
a  momentary  astonishment  in  his  invaders,  that  silenced  all 
noises ;  but  at  the  next  instant  Billy  Kirby  gave  vent  to 
his  mirth  in  peals  of  laughter,  that  he  seemed  to  heave  up 
from  his  very  soul. 

"  Well  done,  old  stub !  "  hu  shouted :  "  the  squire  know'd  you 
better  than  I  did.  Come,  come,  here's  a  green  spot ;  take  it 
out  like  men,  while  Jotham  and  I  see  fair  play." 

**  William  Kirby,  I  order  you  to  do  your  duty,"  cried  Hiram, 
from  under  the  bank  ;  **  seize  that  man  ;  I  order  you  to  seize 
him  in  the  name  of  the  people." 

But  the  Leather-stocking  now  assumed  a  more  threatening 
attitude  ;  his  rifle  was  in  his  hand,  and  its  muzzle  was  directed 
towards  the  wood-chopper. 

**  Stand  off,  I  bid  ye,"  said  Natty ;  "  you  know  my  aim,  Billy 
Kirby ;  I  don't  crave  your  blood,  but  mine  and  youm  both 
shall  turn  this  green  grass  red,  afore  you  put  foot  into  the 
hut" 

While  the  affair  appeared  trifling,  the  wood-chopper  seemed 
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dinpused  to  take  eides  nith  the  nesker  party ;  bnt  when  the 
fire-arms  were  introduced,  his  manner  verv  sensibly  changed. 
n«  raised  his  large  frame  from  the  log,  and  facing  the  hunter 
with  an  open  front,  he  replied—' 

"  I  didn't  come  here  as  your  enemy,  LeRther-stocking ;  but  I 
don't  value  the  hollow  piece  of  iron  in  your  hand  no  much  m  n 
broken  axe-helve;  so,  squire,  Biiy  the  word,  and  keep  withiti 
the  law,  and  we'll  soon  see  who's  the  best  roan  of  the  two," 

But  no  magistrate  was  to  be  seen !  The  instant  the  rifle  was 
produced  Hiram  and  Jotham  vanished ;  and  when  the  wood- 
chopper  bent  his  eyes  about  him  in  surprise  at  receiving  no 
answer,  he  discovered  their  retreating  figurea  moving  towards 
the  village  at  a  rate  that  sufficiently  indicated  that  they  had 
not  only  calculated  the  velocity  of  a  rifle-bullet,  but  also  ita 
probable  range. 

"  You've  scared  the  creaters  off,"  said  Kirby,  with  great  con- 
tempt expressed  on  his  broad  features;  "  but  you  are  not  going 
to  scare  me;  so,  Kir.  Bumppo,  down  with  your  gun,  or  there'll 
be  trouble  'twixt  us." 

Natty  dropped  liis  rifle,  and  replied — 

"  I  wish  you  no  harm,  Billy  Kirby  ;  bnt  I  leave  it  to  your 
sel^  whether  an  old  man's  hut  b  to  be  run  down  by  snch 
tarmint.  I  won't  deny  the  buck  to  you,  Billy,  and  you  may 
take  the  skin  in,  if  you  please,  and  show  it  as  testimony.  The 
bounty  wil'  pay  the  fine,  and  that  ought  to  satisfy  any  man." 

"  'Twill,  old  hoy,  'tvrjll,"  cried  Kirby,  every  shade  of  displea- 
sure vanishing  from  his  open  brow  at  the  peace-offering ;  "  throw 
out  the  hide,  and  that  shall  satisfy  the  law." 

Natty  entered  the  hut,  and  soon  re-appeared,  bringing  with 
him  the  desired  tesUmonial ;  and  the  wood-chopper  departed, 
aa  thoroughly  reconciled  to  the  hunter  as  if  nothing  had 
happened.  As  he  paced  along  the  mai^n  of  the  lake  be. 
would  burst  into  frequent  fits  of  laughter,  while  he  recollected 
tho  summerset  of  Himm  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  he  thought  the 
nffair  a  very  capital  joke. 

Long  before  Billy  reached  the  village,  however,  the  news  of 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

And  diur*»t  tboa  then 
To  beard  the  lion  in  his  dca 
The  Dongiaas  in  his  hail  t 


Marmioii. 


The  commotion  was  jast  siil>siding,  and  tlie  inhabitants  of  the 
village  had  begun  to  dispei*se  from  the  little  groups  they  had 
formed,  each  retiring  to  his  own  home,  and  closing  his  door 
after  him,  with  the  grave  air  of  a  man  who  consulted  public 
feeling  in  his  exterior  deportment,  when  Oliver  Edwards,  on  his 
return  from  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Grant,  encountered  the  young 
lawyer,  who  is  known  to  the  reader  as  Mr.  Lippet.  There  was 
very  little  similarity  in  the  manners  or  opinions  of  the  two ; 
but  as  they  both  belonged  to  the  more  intelligent  class  of  a 
very  small  community,  they  were,  of  course,  known  to  each 
other,  and  as  their  meeting  was  at  a  point  where  silenco 
would  have  been  rudeness,  the  following  conversation  was  the 
result  of  their  interview  : — 

"A  fine  evening,  Mr.  Edwards,"  commenced  the  lawyer, 
whose  disinclination  to  the  dialogue  was,  to  say  the  least,  very 
doubtful ;  **  we  want  rain  sadly ;  that^s  the  worst  of  this 
climate  of  ours,  it's  either  a  drought  or  a  deluge.  It's  likely 
you've  been  used  to  a  more  equal  temi>erature  ?" 

*M  am  a  native  of  this  state,''  returned  Edwards,  coldly. 

"  Well,  I've  often  heard  that  point  disputed ;  but  it's  so 
easy  to  get  a  man  naturalized,  that  it's  of  little  consequence 
where  he  was  born.  I  wonder  what  course  the  Judge  means  tu 
take  in  this  business  of  Natty  Bumppo !" 

"  Of  Natty  Bumppo  I"  echoed  Edwards  ;  "  to  what  do  you 

allude,  sir  ?" 

"  Haven't  von  heard  I"  exclaimed  the  other,  with  ri  look  of 

16*  » 


surprise,  BO  naturally  assnmiHl,  as  completely  to  dec«ire  Im 
auditor  ;  "  it  iitny  turu  tral  an  ugly  businesit.  It  seems  diHt  the 
old  man  hns  l>een  out  in  tlie  hills,  and  haa  shot  H  buck  this 
iiiornitifr,  anil  tlint,  you  know,  is  a  criminal  matter  in  the  eyes 
ijf  JiiilgQ  IViiiple." 

"  0 !  he  lifts,  Las  he  V  said  Edwarilit,  averting  bio  face  to 
conceal  the  color  that  collected  in  lii«  sun-bunit  cheek.  "  Well, 
if  that  be  iill,  he  must  even  pay  the  fine." 

" it's  fivs  pounds  currency,"  wud  the  lawyer;  "could  Nat^ 
muster  so  much  money  at  once  I" 

"  Could  he  !"  cried  the  youth.  "  I  am  not  rich,  Mr.  Lippet ; 
Tar  from  it — I  am  poor,  and  I  have  been  hoarding  my  ulary 
for  a  p'irposo  that  lies  near  my  heart ;  but  before  tljat  old  man 
should  lie  one  hour  in  a  jait,  I  would  spend  the  last  cent  to 
prevent  it.  Besides,  he  haa  killed  two  panthers,  and  the  bounty 
will  discharge  the  fine  many  times  over." 

"  Yes,  yes,"  said  the  lawyer,  rubbing  his  hand*  lugother,  with 
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The  lawyer  fastened  his  eyes  in  astonishment  on  the  youth, 
but  as  his  wonder  gave  way  to  the  thoughts  that  were 
commonly  uppermost  in  his  mind,  he  replied — 

"It's  no  laughing  matter,  let  me  tell  you,  sir;  the  forty 
dollars  of  bounty,  and  your  six  mouths  of  salary,  will  be  much 
reduced  before  you  can  get  the  matter  fairly  settled.  Assault- 
ing a  magistrate  in  the  execution  of  his  dury,  and  menacing  a 
constable  with  fire-arms  at  the  aa  ne  time,  is  a  pretty  serious 
affair,  and  is  punishable  with  both  fine  and  imprisonment.'' 

**  Imprisonment !"  repeated  Oliver ;  "  imprison  the  Leather- 
stocking  !  no,  no,  sir ;  it  would  bring  the  old  man  to  his  gprave. 
They  shall  never  imprison  the  Leather-stocking." 

"  Well,  Mr.  Edwards,"  said  Lippet,  dropping  all  reserve  from 
his  manner,  "  you  are  called  a  curious  man ;  but  if  you  can  tell 
me  how  a  jury  is  to  be  prevented  from  finding  a  verdict  of 
guilty,  if  this  case  comes  fairly  before  them,  and  the  proof  is 
clear,  I  shall  acknowledge  that  you  know  more  law  than  I  do, 
who  have  had  a  license  in  my  pocket  for  three  years." 

By  this  time  the  reason  of  Edwards  was  getting  the 
ascendency  of  his  feelings,  and  as  he  began  to  see  the  real 
difficulties  of  the  case,  he  listened  more  readily  to  the  conversa- 
tion of  the  lawyer.  The  ungovernable  emotion  that  escaped 
the  youth,  in  the  first  moments  of  his  surprise,  entirely  passed 
away ;  and  although  it  was  still  evident  that  he  continued  to 
be  much  agitated  by  what  he  had  heard,  he  succeeded  in 
yielding  forced  attention  to  the  advice  which  the  other  uttered. 

Notwithstanding  the  confused  state  of  his  mind,  Oliver  soon 
discovered  that  most  of  the  expedients  of  the  lawyer  were 
grounded  in  cunning,  and  plans  that  required  a  time  to  execute 
them  that  neither  suited  his  disjiositiou  nor  his  necessities.  Afler, 
however,  giving  Mr.  Lippet  to  understand  that  he  retained  him 
in  the  event  of  a  trial,  an  assurance  that  at  once  satisfied  the 
lawyer,  they  parted,  one  biking  his  course,  with  a  deliberate 
tread,  in  the  direction  of  the  little  building  that  had  a  wooden 
sign  over  its  door,  with  "  Chester  Lippet,  Attorney  at  Law,'' 
painted  on  it;  and  the  other  pacing  over  tlie   ground   with 
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enormous  strides  towards  the  Mansion-house.  Wc  shall  take 
leave  of  the  attorney  for  the  present,  and  direct  the  attention 
of  the  reader  to  his  client. 

When  Edwards  entered  the  hall,  whose  enormous  doors  were 
opened  to  the  passage  of  tlio  air  of  a  mild  evening,  he  fuunc^ 
Denjamin  engaged  in  some  of  his  d  >mestic  avocations,  and  in  h 
hurried  voice  inquired  where  Judge  Temple  was  to  be  found. 

**  Why,  the  Judge  has  stept  into  his  office,  with  that  m.'Lster 
carpenter,  Mister  Doolitlie ;  but  Miss  Lizzy  is  in  that  there 
j>arlor.  I  say,  Master  Oliver,  we'd  like  to  have  had  a  bad  job 
of  that  panther,  or  painter's  work — some  calls  it  one,  and 
some  ciills  it  t'other — but  I  know  little  of  the  Ixiast,  seeing 
that  it  is  not  of  Hrilish  growth.  I  said  ;;s  much  as  that  it  w;is 
in  the  hills  tlie  last  winteT ;  for  I  heard  it  moaning  on  tlie  lake 
shore  one  evening  in  the  fall,  when  1  wa-^  pulling  down  from 
the  fishing  point  in  the  skiff.  Had  the  animal  come  into  open 
water,  where  a  man  could  see  where  and  how  to  work  his 
vessel,  I  would  have  engaged  the  thing  myself;  but  looking 
aloft  among  the  tre<^  is  all  the  same  to  me  as  standing  on  the 
deck  of  one  ship,  and  loc^king  at  another  vessel's  tops.  I  never 
can  tell  one  ro|)e  from  anotlier " 

'*  Well,  well,"  intcTrupttni  Edwards ;  "  I  must  see  Miss  Temple.** 

"And  you  shall  see  her,  sir," said  the  steward;  "she's  in  this 
here  room.  Lord,  Master  Edwanls,  what  a  loss  she'd  have 
been  to  the  Judtje !  Dam'me  if  I  know  where  he  would  have 
gotten  such  another  daught<?r  ;  that  is,  full  grown,  d'ye  see.  I 
say,  sir,  this  Miuster  Bumppo  is  a  worthy  man,  and  seems  to 
have  a  handy  way  with  him,  with  fire-arms  and  lioat-hooks. 
I'm  his  friend,  M;ister  Oliver,  and  he  and  vou  may  lx)th  set  me 
down  as  the  same." 

"  We  may  want  your  friendship,  my  worthy  fellow,'*  cried 
Edwards,  squeezing  his  hand  convulsively  :  "  we  may  want 
your  friendship,  in  which  case  you  shall  know  it." 

Without  waiting  to  liear  the  earnest  reply  that  I^nj:imin  ' 
meditiited.  the  youtli  extric!ite<l  himself  from  tlie  vigorous  grasp 
of  the  steward,  and  entered  the  jMirlor. 


^H        »*iSlM| 


'  be  said,  "  I  hope  I  do  Dot 
II  interview,  if  it  be  ooly  for  a 


T  hce,  and  exhibited  ber  dark  eyes  ewim- 


id,  with  a  sweetneM  in  hci 
that  abe  ohen  ust'd   to   her 
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filizabelh  was  alone,  and  atill  reclining  on  the  sufa,  where  wo 
Jsst  k-ft  lier,  A  band,  which  exceeded  fill  that  the  ingenuity 
of  art  could  mixJi-l,  in  sliapc  and  color,  veiled  her  eyes ;  and 
the  maiden  was  xitting  as  if  in  deep  communion  with  hcrselC 
Struck  by  tbe  altitude  and  lovelineira  of  the  form  that  met  Ilia 
eye,  the  young  mm  checked  his  impatience,  and  approached 
bcr  with  respect  and  cnution. 

"Miss  Temple — Miss  Temple, 
intrude ;  but  I  am  aniioua  for  i 
moment" 

Elizabeth  raised 
ming  in  moisture. 

"  Is  it  you,  Edwards  !"  sb 
voice,  and  a  M>ftnpss  in  ber 
father,  but  wbicb,  from  its  novelty  to  himself,  thrilled  on  every 
nerve  of  tbe  youth  ;  "  liow  left  you  our  poor  Louisa  ?" 

"  She  is  with  ber  father,  happy  and  grateful,"  said  Oliver. 
"I  never  witnessed  more  feeling  than  she  manifesled,  when  I 
ventured  to  express  my  pleasure  at  her  escape.  MisB  Temple, 
when  I  first  beard  of  your  horrid  situation,  my  feelings  were  too 
powerful  for  utterance  ;  and  I  did  not  properly  find  my  tongue, 
until  the  walk  to  Mr.  Grant's  had  given  me  time  to  collect 
myself.  I  believe — I  do  believe,  I  acquitted  myself  better  there, 
for  Miss  Grant  even  wept  at  my  eilly  speecbes." 

For  a  moment  Elizabeth  did  not  reply,  but  again  veiled  her 
eyes  with  her  band.  The  feeling  that  caused  the  action,  bow- 
ever,  soon  passed  away,  and,  raising  ber  fiico  again  to  his  gaze, 
she  continued,  with  a  smile — 

"Your  friend,  the  Leather-stocking,  has  now  become  my 
fiiend,  Edwards;  I  have  been  thinking  how  I  can  best  serve 
him ;  perhaps  you,  who  know  his  habila  and  liis  wants  so  well, 
can  tell  me " 

"  I  can,"  pried  llie  yoiilh,  with  an  impetuosity  that  startled 
bis  companion — "  I  can,  and  may  Heaven  reward  you  for  the 
wish.  Natty  has  been  so  imprudent  as  to  forget  the  law,  and 
has  this  day  killed  a  deer.     Nay,  I  beUeve  I  must  eban  in  the 
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criint)  *ind  the  penalty,  for  I  wjis  an  accomplice  throughout.  A 
complaint  has  been  made  to  your  Either,  and  he  has  granted  a 
search " 

^  I  know  it  all/'  interrupted  Elizabeth ;  "  I  know  it  all.  The 
tbrms  of  the  law  must  be  complied  with,  however  ;  the  search 
must  be  made,  the  deer  found,  and  the  {)enalty  paid.  But  [ 
must  retort  your  own  question.  Have  you  lived  so  long  in  our 
fiimily  not  to  know  us  i  Look  at  me,  Oliver  Edwards.  Do  J 
api>ear  like  one  who  would  permit  the  man  that  has  just  saved 
her  life  to  linger  in  a  jail  for  so  small  a  sum  as  this  tine  ?  No, 
no,  sir ;  my  father  is  a  Judge,  but  he  Is  a  man  and  a  Christian. 
It  is  all  understood,  ?md  no  h<arm  shall  follow.*' 

"  What  a  load  of  apprehension  do  your  declarations  remove !" 
exclaimed  Edwards.  **  II j  shall  not  be  disturbed  again  !  yout 
father  will  protect  him  I  I  have  your  assurance,  Miss  Temple, 
that  he  will,  and  I  must  believe  it" 

"  You  may  have  his  own,  Mr.  E<lwards,"  returned  Elizabeth, 
**  for  here  he  comes  to  make  it." 

But  the  n])[)earance  of  Marmaduke,  who  entered  the  apart- 
ment, contradicted  the  tlattering  anticipations  of  his  daughter. 
His  brow  was  contracted,  and  his  manner  disturbed.  Neither 
Elizabeth  nor  the  youth  s[>oke ;  but  the  Judge  was  allowed  to 
pace  once  or  twice  across  the  room  without  interruption,  when 
he  cried — 

"  Our  plans  are  defeated,  girl ;  the  obstinacy  of  the  Leather- 
stocking  has  brought  down  the  indignation  of  the  law  on  his 
head,  and  it  is  now  out  of  my  power  to  av  ?rt  it." 

**  How  ?  in  what  manner  ?"  cried  Elizabeth ;  '*  the  fine  is 
nothing;  surely " 

**  I  did  not — I  could  not  anticipate  that  an  old,  a  friendless 
man  like  him,  would  dare  to  opjKwe  the  officera  of  justice," 
interrupted  the  Judge ;  *^  I  supposed  that  he  would  submit  to 
the  search,  when  the  fine  could  have  been  paid,  and  the  law  would 
have  been  a{)peased  ;  but  now  he  will  have  to  meet  its  rigor." 

**  And  what  must  the  punishment  be,  sir  ?"  asked  Edwards, 
itrugRfling  to  speak  with  firmness. 
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Msmiiidube  turned  quickly  to  the  spot  where  the  youth  hod 
withdrawn,  nnd  exclaimed — 

"  You  here !  I  did  not  ubserve  yon.  I  know  not  what  it 
will  be,  air;  it  ie  not  usuiil  for  a  Judge  to  decide,  until  he  btia 
heard  the  testimony,  and  tlie  jury  have  convicted.  Of  oue 
thing,  however,  you  may  be  assured,  Mr.  Edwards  ;  it  shall  be 
whatever  the  law  demnnd:!,  notwithstanding  any  uximeDtary 
weakness  I  may  have  exhibited,  because  the  luckloes  man  has 
been  of  nuch  eminent  service  to  my  daughter." 

"No  one,  I  believe,  doubts  the  sense  of  justice  which  Judge 
Temple  entertains  !"  returned  Edwards  bitterly.  "  But  let  u« 
converse  calmly,  sir.  Will  not  the  years,  ihe  hnbits,  nay,  the 
ignorance  of  roy  old  friend,  avail  him  anything  against  this 
charge  I" 

"Ouglit  they)  They  may  extenuate,  but  can  they  ucquttl 
Would  any  society  be  tolerable,  young  man,  where  the  minis- 
ten  of  justice  are  to  be  opposed  by  men  armed  with  rifles!  Is 
it  for  this  that  I  have  tamed  tlie  wilderness  F 

"Uitd  yuu  tamed  the  beasts  that  so  lately  threatened  the 
life  of  Miss  Temple,  sir,  your  ai^umente  would  apply  belter." 

"  Edwards !"  exclaimed  Elizabeth 

"Peace,  my  child,"  interrupted  the  father;  "the  youth  is 
unjust ;  but  I  have  not  given  him  cause.  1  overlook  thy 
remark,  Oliver,  for  I  know  thee  to  be  tlie  friend  of  Natty,  and 
zeal  in  his  behalf  lias  overcome  thy  discretion." 

"  Yes,  he  is  my  friend,"  cried  Edwards,  "  and  I  glory  in  the 
title.  lie  is  simple,  unlettered,  even  ignorant;  prejudiced,  pel- 
haps,  though  I  feet  that  his  opinion  of  the  world  is  too  true ; 
but  ho  has  a  heart.  Judge  Tempjf,  that  would  atone  for  a 
thousand  faults;  he  knows  his  friends,  and  never  deserts  them, 
oven  if  it  be  his  dog." 

"This  is  a  good  character,  Mr.  Edwards,"  returuud  Marma- 
duke,  mildly ;  "  hut  I  have  never  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure 
liis  esteem,  for  to  me  he  has  been  uniformly  repuUive ;  yet  I 
have  endured  it,  as  an  old  man's  whim.  However,  when  he 
appeon  before  me,  as  his  Judge,  he  shall  find  that  his  forma 
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conduct  shall  not  aggravate,  any  more  than  his  recent  services 
shall  extenuate,  his  crime.^ 

"  Crime  !"  echoed  Edwards ;  ^  is  it  a  crime  to  drive  a  prying 
miscreant  from  his  door?  Crime!  Oh,  no,  sir;  if  there  be  a 
criminal  involved  in  this  affair,  it  is  not  he." 

**  And  who  may  it  be,  sir  T  asked  Judge  Temple,  facing  the 
agitated  youth,  his  features  settled  to  their  usual  composure. 

This  appeal  was  more  than  the  young  man  could  bear. 
Hitherto  he  had  been  deeply  agitated  by  his  emotions ;  but  now 
the  volcano  burst  its  boundaries. 

"  Who !  and  this  to  me !"  he  cried ;  "  ask  vour  own  con- 
science.  Judge  Temple.  Walk  to  that  door,  sir,  and  look  out 
upon  the  valley,  that  placid  lake,  and  those  dusky  mountains, 
and  say  to  your  own  heart,  if  heart  you  have.  Whence  came 
these  riches,  this  vale,  those  hills,  and  why  am  T  their  owner  ? 
I  should  think,  sir,  that  the  ap[>earance  of  Mohegan  and  the 
Leather-stocking,  stalking  through  the  country,  impoverished 
and  forlorn,  would  wither  your  sight." 

Mannaduke  heard  this  burst  of  passion,  at  first,  with  deep 
amazement :  but  when  the  youth  had  ended,  ho  beckoned  to 
his  impatient  daughter  for  silence,  and  replied — 

"Oliver  Edwards,  thou  forgettest  in  whose  presence  thou 
standest  I  have  heard,  young  man,  that  thou  claimest  descent 
from  the  native  owners  of  the  soil ;  but  surely  thy  education  has 
been  given  thee  to  no  effect,  if  it  has  not  taught  thee  the 
validity  of  the  claims  that  have  transferred  the  title  to  the 
whites.  These  lands  are  mine  by  the  very  grants  of  thy  ances- 
try, if  thou  art  so  descended ;  and  I  appeal  to  Heaven  for  a 
testimony  of  the  uses  I  have  put  them  to.  After  this  language, 
we  must  separate.  1  have  too  long  sheltered  thee  in  my  dwell- 
ing ;  but  the  time  has  arrived  when  thou  must  quit  it  Come 
to  my  office,  and  I  will  discharge  tlw  debt  I  owe  thee.  Neither 
shall  thy  present  intemperate  language  mar  thy  future  fortunes, 
if  thou  wilt  hearken  to  the  advice  of  one  who  is  by  many  years 
thy  senior." 

The  ungovernable  feeling  that  caused  the  violence  of  the 
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youth  had  passed  away,  and  he  stood  gazing  after  the  retiring 
figure  of  Marmaduke,  with  a  vacancy  in  his  eye  that  denoted 
the  absence  of  his  raind.  At  length  he  recollected  himself,  and, 
turning  his  head  slowly  around  the  apartment,  he  beheld  Eliza- 
beth, still  seated  on  the  sofa,  but  with  her  head  dropped  on  her 
bosom,  and  her  face  again  condoled  by  her  hands. 

"  Miss  Temple,"  he  said — all  violence  had  left  his  manner — 
"  Miss  Temple — ^I  have  forgotten  myself — forgotten  you.  You 
have  heard  what  your  father  has  decreed,  and  this  night  I  leave 
here.     "With  you,  at  least,  I  would  part  in  amity." 

Elizabetli  slowly  raised  her  fiice,  across  which  a  momentary 
expression  of  sadness  stole ;  but  as  she  left  her  seat,  her  dark 
eyes  lighted  with  their  usual  fire,  her  cheek  flushed  to  burning, 
and  her  whole  air  seemed  to  belong  to  another  nature. 

"  I  forgive  you,  Edwards,  and  my  father  will  forgive  you," 
she  said,  when  she  reached  the  door.  ^  You  do  not  know  us, 
but  the  time  may  come  when  your  opinions  shall  change " 

"  Of  you  !  never  !"  interrupted  the  youth  :  "  I — ^" 

"  I  would  speak,  sir,  and  not  listen.  There  is  something  in 
this  affair  that  I  do  not  comprehend ;  but  tell  the  Leather- 
stocking  he  has  friends  as  well  as  judges  in  us.  Do  not  let  the 
old  man  experience  unnecessary  uneasiness  at  this  rupture.  It 
is  impossible  that  you  could  increase  his  claims  here ;  neither 
shall  they  be  diminished  by  anything  you  have  said.  Mr. 
Edwards,  I  wish  you  happiness,  and  warmer  friends." 

The  youth  would  have  spoken,  but  she  vanished  from  the 
door  so  rapidly,  that  when  he  reached  the  hall  her  form  was  no- 
where to  be  seen.  He  paused  a  moment,  in  stupor,  and  then, 
rushing  from  the  house,  instead  of  following  Marmaduke  to  his 
**  ofiioo,"  lie  took  his  way  directlv  for  the  cabin  of  the  hnnsers. 

17 
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hou-iQ  opened,  Bud  the  conree  features  of  Benjamin  went  thnut 
over  Uie  tbrekhold,  witli  a  candle  elevated  above  them,  sheddiog 
its  dim  rays  around  in  such  a  mariner  as  to  exhibit  the  hgbts 
md  shBdowH  of  his  countenance.  Iticltard  threw  his  bridle  to 
the  blacb,  and  bidding  him  look  to  the  tiorse,  he  entered  tho 
lialL 

"What  is  the  meanioi;  of  the  dund  dog  I"  he  criud. 
*  Where  is  Miss  Temple  )" 

Benjamin  made  one  of  his  square  gestures,  with  the  thumb 
of  bts  left  band  pointing  over  bis  right  stiouldcr,  as  he 
nuBwered — 

"  Judge  Temple — wbero  is  lie  V 

"  In  bis  berth." 

"  But  cxpbin  ;  wliy  is  Brave  dead  ?  and  wliat  is  the  chus« 
of  Aggy'u  grief!" 

"  Why,  it's  all  down,  Squire,"  said  Beiijiimin,  point'ng  to  h 
tlute  that  lay  on  the  tiible,  by  the  side  of  a  mug  of  toddy,  a 
short  pipe,  in  witich  tho  tobacco  was  yet  burning,  and  a  Prayer- 
book. 

Among  the  other  piirsuile  of  Richard,  be  had  a  passion  to 
keep  a  register  of  all  ]iaHtiing  events ;  and  bis  diary,  wbicli  waa 
written  in  the  manner  of  a  journal,  or  log-book,  embraced  not 
only  sue!)  circumstances  as  affected  himself,  but  observations  on 
the  weather,  and  all  the  occurrences  of  the  family,  and  frequently 
of  the  vilbigc.  Since  his  appointment  to  tlie  oBice  of  Sheriff, 
and  Iiis  consequent  Rbsenc<>s  from  home,  he  hnd  employed 
Benjamin  tii  make  memornnda,  on  a  slate,  of  whatever  might 
be  thought  worth  remembering,  which,  on  his  return,  were 
regularly  transferred  to  the  journal,  witli  projier  notxtjons  of 
the  lime,  manner,  and  other  little  particulars.  There  was,  to  be 
sure,  one  material  objection  to  the  clerkship  of  Benjamin,  which 
the  ingenuity  of  no  one  but  liicliard  could  have  overcome. 
Tlie  steward  read  nothing  but  his  Prsyer-book,  and  tliat  only 
in  particular  parts,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  good  deal  of  spelling, 
and  some  misnomers ;  but  lie  could  not  form  a  single  letter 
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with  a  pen.  This  would  have  been  an  insuperable  bar  to  jou^ 
nalizing,  with  most  men  ;  but  Richard  invented  a  kind  of  hiero- 
glyphical  character,  which  was  intended  to  note  all  the  ordinary 
occurrences  of  a  day,  such  as  how  the  wind  blew,  whether  the 
sun  shone,  or  whether  it  rained,  the  hours,  ice, ;  and  for  the 
extraordinary,  after  gi\nng  certain  elementary  lectures  on  the 
subject,  the  Sheriff  was  obliged  to  trust  to  the  ingenuity  of  the 
major-domo.  The  reader  will  at  once  perceive,  that  it  was  to 
this  chronicle  that  Benjamin  pointed,  instead  of  directly  answer- 
ing the  Sheriff's  interrogatory. 

When  Mr.  Jones  had  drunk  a  glass  of  toddy,  he  brought  forth, 
from  its  secret  place,  his  proper  journal,  and,  seating  himself  by 
the  table,  he  prepared  to  transfer  the  contents  of  the  slate  to  the 
paper,  at  the  same  time  that  he  appeased  his  curiosity.  Benja- 
min Inid  one  hand  on  the  back  of  the  Sheriff's  chair,  in  a  familiar 
manner,  while  he  kept  the  other  at  liberty,  to  make  use  of  a  fore- 
finger, that  was  bent  like  some  of  his  own  characters,  as  an  index 
to  point  out  his  meaning. 

The  first  thing  referred  to  by  the  sheriff  was  the  diagram  of 
a  compass,  cut  in  one  comer  of  the  slate  for  permanent  use. 
The  cardinal  points  were  plainly  marked  on  it,  and  all  the 
usual  divisions  were  indicated  in  such  a  manner,  that  no  man 
who  had  ever  steered  a  ship  could  mistake  them. 

"Oh  !"  said  the  Sherifl^  settling  himself  down  comfortably  in 
his  chair — "  you'd  the  wind  south-ea«»t,  I  see,  all  last  night ;  I 
thought  it  would  have  blown  up  rain.'' 

"  Devil  the  drop,  sir,"  said  Benjamin ;  "  I  believe  that  the 
scuttle-butt  up  aloft  is  emptied,  for  there  hasn't  so  much  water 
fell  in  the  country,  for  the  last  three  weeks,  as  would  float  Indian 
John's  canoe,  and  that  draws  just  one  inch  nothing,  light." 

"  Well,  but  didn't  the  wind  change  here  this  morning  f 
there  was  a  change  where  I  was." 

"  To  be  sure  it  did,  Squire  ;  and  haven't  Hogged  it  as  a  shift 
of  wind." 

**  T  don't  see  where,  Benjamin " 

**  DoB't  see  !"  interrupted  the  steward,  a  little  crustily ;  "  an*t 


880  THE      PIONEERS. 

tlipre  a  mark  ag^in  east-and-by-nuthe^half-nothe,  with  sunfmat 
like  a  rising  sun  at  the  end  of  it,  to  show  ^twas  in  the  rooming 
watch  r 

"  Yes,  yes,  that  is  very  legible ;  but  where  b  the  chan|i[c 
noted  r 

"  Where  !  why  doesn^t  it  see  this  here  tea-kettle,  with  a  mark 
run  from  the  spout  straight,  or  mayhap  a  little  crooked  or  so, 
into  west-and-by-southe-half-southe  ?  now  I  call  this  a  shift;  of 
wind,  Squire.  Well,  do  you  see  this  here  boar's  head  that  you 
made  for  me,  along-side  of  the  comj>ass " 

**  Ay,  ay — ^Boreas — I  see.  Why  you've  drawn  lines  from  its 
mouth,  extendinnr  from  one  of  vour  marks  to  the  other." 

"  It's  no  fault  of  mine.  Squire  Dickens ;  'tis  your  d — d  climrite. 
The  wind  has  been  at  all  them  there  marks  this  vorv  dav ;  and 
that's  all  round  the  compass,  excej>t  a  little  matter  of  an  Irish- 
man's hurricane  at  meridium,  which  you'll  find  marked  right  up 
and  down.  Now,  I've  known  a  sow-wester  blow  for  three 
weeks,  in  the  channel,  with  a  clean  drizzle,  in  which  you  might 
wash  your  face  and  hands,  without  the  trouble  of  hauling  in 
water  from  alonjjside." 

*' Very  well,  Benjamin,"  said  the  Sheriff,  writing  in  his  journal ; 
"  I  believe  I  have  cau^jht  the  idea.  Oh  !  here's  a  cloud  over 
the  rising  sun  ; — so  you  had  it  hazy  in  the  morning  V 

"  Ay,  ay,  sir,"  said  Benjamin. 

"  Ah  !  it's  Sunday,  and  here  are  the  marks  for  the  length  of 
ihe  sermon — one,  two,  three,  four  :--what !  did  Mr.  Grant  preach 
forty  minutes?" 

**  Ay,  sum'mat  like  it ;  it  was  a  good  half-hour  by  my  own 
glass,  and  then  there  was  the  time  lost  in  turning  it,  and  some 
little  allowance  for  leeway  in  not  being  over-smart  about  it." 

"  Benjamin,  this  is  as  long  as  a  Presbyterian ;  you  never 
could  have  been  ten  minutes  in  turnin^j  the  glass  T' 

"  Why,  do  you  see.  Squire,  the  parson  was  very  solemn,  and 
I  just  closed  my  eyes  in  order  to  think  the  better  with  myself, 
just  the  same  as  you'd  put  in  the  dead-lights  to  make  all  snug, 
and  when  1  opened  them  ag'in  T  found  the  congregation  were 
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g^ng  UDder  weigh  for  home,  so  I  calculated  iLe  ten  minutea 
would  covci  the  leewav  aher  the  gloss  was  out.  It  wivi  only 
Koine  Buch  mntter  tu  n  cat's  nap." 

"  Oh,  ho !  master  BeDJamio,  you  were  ualtiep,  were  you !  but 
ni  set  down  no  sucli  slander  against  an  orthodox  divine." 
Richard  wrote  twenty-nine  minutes  in  his  journal,  and  continued 
— ''  Why,  what's  this  you've  got  opposite  ten  o'clock  a.  u.1  A 
full  moon  !  had  you  n  inoon  visible  by  day !  I  have  heard  of 
such  |>ortent«  before  now,  but— eh  !  what's  this  alongside  of  it  I 
an  hour-glass  ?" 

"Tbat!"  said  Benjamin,  looking  coolly  over  the  Sheriff's 
shoulder,  and  rolling  the  tobncco  about  in  his  mouth  with  a 
jocular  air ;  "  w!iy,  that's  a  small  matter  of  my  own.  It's  no 
moon.  Squire,  but  only  Betty  Hoilistcr's  fiice ;  for,  d'jc  see,  sir, 
hearing  alt  the  same  as  if  she  had  got  up  a  new  cargo  of 
Jamaiky  from  the  river,  I  called  in  as  I  was  going  to  tlic  church 
this  morning — ten  a.m.  was  it? — just  the  time — and  tried  a 
glass ;  and  so  I  lugged  it,  to  put  me  in  mind  of  calling  to  pay 
her  like  an  honest  man." 

"Tliat  was  it,  whs  'At"  s.iid  the  Sheriff,  with  some  displeasure 
at  lliis  innovation  on  his  memorand.i ;  "  and  could  you  not  make 
a  better  glass  than  this)  it  looks  like  a  death's  head  and  an 

"  Why,  as  I  liked  the  stuff.  Squire,"  returned  the  steward,  "  I 
turned  in,  homeward  bound,  and  took  t'otlier  glass,  which  1  set 
down  at  the  bottyiu  of  t!ie  firet,  and  tlisl  gives  tiie  thing  the 
shape  it  has.  But  as  I  was  there  again  tu-night,  and  paid  for 
the  three  at  once,  your  honor  may  as  well  run  the  sponge  over 
the  whole  business." 

"I  will  buy  you  a  slate  for  your  own  affairs,  Benjamin,"  snld 
(he  Sheriff;  "  I  don't  like  to  have  the  journal  marked  over  in 
this  manner." 

"  You  needn't— you  needn't.  Squire ;  for  seeing  that  I  was 
likely  to  trade  often  witli  the  woman  while  this  barrel  last«d, 
Ttc  <^ned  a  bir  account  with  Bettv,  and  she  keeps  her  marks 
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For  at  least  five  miDutes  after  Richard  disappeared,  Benjamin 
stood  with  his  arms  a-kimbo,  and  his  eyes  fastened  on  the  door ; 
wlien,  having  collected  his  astonished  faculties,  he  prepared  to 
execute  the  orders  he  had  received. 

It  has  been  already  said  that  the  '^  court  of  common  pleas 
and  general  sessions  of  the  peace,*^  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called, 
the  "  county  court,"  over  which  Judge  Temple  presided,  held 
one  of  its  stated  sessions  on  the  following  morning.  The 
attendants  of  Richard  were  officers  who  had  come  to  the 
village,  as  much  to  discharge  their  usual  duties  at  this  court,  as 
to  escort  the  prisoners ;  and  the  Sheriff  knew  their  habits  too 
well,  not  to  feel  confident  he  should  find  most,  if  not  all  of 
them,  in  the  public  room  of  the  jail,  discussing  the  qualities 
of  the  keeper's  liquors.  Accordingly  he  held  his  way  through 
the  silent  streets  of  the  village,  directly  to  the  small  and  inse- 
cure building  that  contained  all  the  unfortunate  debtors,  and 
some  of  the  criminals  of  the  county,  and  where  justice  was 
administered  to  such  unwary  applicants  as  were  so  silly  as  to 
throw  away  two  dollars,  in  order  to  obtain  one  from  their 
neighbors.  The  arrival  of  four  malefactors  in  the  custody  of 
n  dozen  officers,  was  an  event,  at  that  day,  in  Templeton  ;  and 
when  the  Sheriff  reached  the  jail,  he  found  every  indication 
that  his  subordinates  intended  to  make  a  night  of  it. 

The  nod  of  the  Sheriff  brought  two  of  his  deputies  to  the 
door,  who  in  their  turn  drew  off  six  or  seven  of  the  constables. 
With  tliis  force  Richard  led  the  way  through  the  village, 
towards  the  bank  of  the  lake,  undisturbed  by  any  noise,  exeept 
the  barking  of  one  <or  two  curs,  who  were  alarmed  by  the 
measured  tread  of  the  p^rty,  and  by  the  low  murmurs  that  ran 
through  their  own  numbc^  Bs  a  few  cautious  questions  and 
answers  were  exchanged,  relative  to  the  object  of  their  expedi- 
tion. When  they  had  crossed  tiio  little  bridge  of  hewn  logs 
that  was  thrown  over  the  Susquehanna,  they  left  the  highway, 
and  struck  into  that  field  which  had  been  the  scene  of  the 
victory  over  the  pigeons.  From  this  they  followed  their  leader 
into  the  low  bushes  of  pines  and  chestnuts  which  had  sprung 
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BucceeUed  tlie  fall  of  the  trees,  and  soon  ent^-red  the  forest 
itMlf.  Here  Richard  {lauscd,  and  collected  Lis  troop  around 
him. 

"I  hare  required  your  «ssistance,  my  friends,"  he  naid,  in  n  I 
low  voice,  "  in  order  to  arrest  Nathaniel  Bumppo,  commonly 
called  tlia  Leather-stockiug.  He  has  nss-iulted  a  inagiatrab*, 
and  resisted  the  execution  of  a  M^arcli-imrrant,  by  thruateninf; 
the  life  of  a  constable  with  his  rifle.  In  short,  my  friends,  he 
has  set  an  example  of  rebellion  to  the  laws,  and  has  become  a 
kind  of  outlaw.  He  is  suspected  of  other  mitdemcanon  and 
oSences  against  private  rights  ;  and  I  hrtvo  this  niglil  taken  on 
myself,  by  the  virtue  of  my  office  of  Sheriff^  to  arrest  the  siiid 
liumppo,  and  bring  him  to  the  county  jnil,  that  be  n.oy  be 
present  and  forthcoming  to  answer  to  these  heavy  charges 
before  the  court  to-morrow  morning.  In  executing  this  duty, 
friends  and  fellow-citizens,  you  are  to  use  courage  and  discre- 
tion. Courngc.  that  you  may  not  be  daunted  by  any  lawktM 
attempts  that  this  man  may  make  with  his  ntle  and  his  dogH, 
to  oppose  you  ;  and  discretion,  which  hero  means  caution  and 
pnidence,  that  he  may  not  escape  from  this  sudden  attack — 
and  for  other  good  reasons  that  I  need  not  mention.  You  will 
form  yourselves  in  a  complete  circle  around  his  hut,  and  at  the 
word  '  advance,'  called  aloud  by  ine,  you  will  rush  forward, 
and,  without  giving  the  criminal  time  for  deliberation,  enter 
liis  dwelling  by  force,  and  make  him  your  prisoner.  Spread 
yourselves  for  this  purpose,  while  I  shall  descend  to  the  shorn 
with  a  deputy,  to  take  charge  of  that  point ;  and  all  communi- 
cations must  be  made  directly  to  me,  under  lh<i  hank  in  front 
of  the  hut,  where  I  shall  station  myself^  and  remain  in  order  to 

This  speech,  which  Kchard  had  been  studying  during  his 
walk,  had  the  effect  that  all  similar  perfonnancea  produce,  of 
bringing  the  dangeis  of  the  expedition  immediately  before  tlio 
eyes  of  his  forces.  Tlie  men  divided,  some  plunging  deeperint^ 
the  fbrrsi,  in  order  to  gfiin  th^r  atations  without  giving  nn  alanii. 
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aDd  others  continuing  to  advance,  at  a  gait  that  would  allow 
the  whole  party  to  go  in  order :  but  all  devising  the  best  pluu 
to  repulse  the  attack  of  a  dog,  or  to  escape  a  rifle  bullet  It 
was  a  moment  of  dread  expectation  and  interest 

When  the  Sheriff  thought  time  enough  had  elapsed  for  the 
different  divisions  of  his  force  to  arrive  at  their  stations,  he  raised 
liis  voice  in  the  silence  of  the  forest,  and  shouted  the  watch- 
word. The  sounds  played  among  the  arched  branches  of  the 
trees  in  hollow  cadences ;  but  when  the  l:v«t  sinking  tone  was 
lost  on  the  ear,  in  place  of  the  expected  ho^vls  of  tlie  dogs,  no 
other  noises  were  returned  but  the  crackling  of  torn  branches  and 
dried  sticks,  as  they  yielded  before  the  advancing  steps  of  the 
officers.  Even  this  soon  ceased,  as  if  by  a  common  consent,  when 
the  curiosity  and  impatience  of  the  Sheriff  getting  tlie  complete 
ascendency  over  discretion,  he  rushed  up  the  bank,  and  in  a 
moment  stood  on  the  little  piece  of  cleared  ground  in  front  of 
the  spot  where  Natty  had  so  long  lived.  To  his  amazement, 
in  place  of  the  hut  he  saw  only  its  smouldering  ruins. 

The  party  gradually  drew  together  about  the  heap  of  ashes 
and  the  ends  of  smoking  logs  ;  while  a  dim  flame  in  the  centre 
of  the  ruin,  which  still  found  fuel  to  feed  its  lingering  life,  threw 
its  pale  light,  flickering  with  the  passing  currents  of  the  air, 
around  the  circle, — now  showing  a  face  with  eyes  fixed  in 
astonishment,  and  then  glancing  to  another  countenance,  leaving 
the  former  shaded  in  the  obscurity  of  night.  Not  a  voice  was 
rais(>d  in  inquiry,  nor  an  exclamation  made  in  astonishment 
The  transition  from  excitement  to  disappointment  was  too  pow- 
erful for  speech  :  and  even  Richard  lost  the  use  of  an  organ 
that  was  seldom  known  to  fail  him. 

The  whole  group  were  yet  in  the  fulness  of  their  surprise, 
when  a  tall  form  stalked  from  the  gloom  into  the  circle,  treading 
down  the  hot  ashes  and  dying  embers  with  callous  feet ;  and 
standing  over  the  light,  lifted  his  cap,  and  exposed  the  bare 
head  and  weather-beaten  features  of  the  Leather-stocking.  For 
a  moment  he  gazed  at  the  dusky  figures  who  surrounded  him, 
more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger,  before  he  spoke. 


"  Wliat  woulil  ye  witli  iin  old  niiJ  holjileis  innn  T  he  said.' 
*'  Vou'vu  (IrivL-u  Gild's  creaters  fruiii  tlic  nildcriii-SH,  wliere  his 
[irovideoce  liad  put  tlicm  for  liJH  un'n  j>lcasiirc :  uud  yon'va 
brought  in  the  tmiibWs  atid  diviitics  of  thu  law,  where  no  iiiHa 
wua  ever  known  to  disturb  another.  Vou  have  driten  me,  tliat. 
Iiave  lived  forty  long  yetiTi  of  my  n]ii)ointcd  time  in  lliis  very 
spot,  from  my  home  and  the  shehur  of  my  head,  lest  you  siionld 
put  your  wicked  feet  and  nnsty  wsya  in  my  oabin.  You've  driven 
■lie  to  burn  these  Jo^,  under  which  I've  eaten  and  drunk — the 
first  of  Heaven's  gifts,  and  the  otlier  of  the  pure  springs — fur  the 
halfofn  hundred  years;  and  tomoum  the  allies  under  my  feet,  as 
a  man  would  weep  and  muurnfor  the  children  of  his  Uidy.  Yoo've 
rankled  the  heart  of  an  old  miUi,  tliat  has  Dever  harmed  you  or 
you'rn,  with  bitter  feelings  towards  his  kind,  at  a  time  wlien  \m 
thoughta  should  be  on  a  belter  worid  ;  and  you've  driven  him 
to  wish  that  the  bensta  of  the  forest,  who  never  feast  on  the 
blood  of  their  own  families,  was  his  kindred  and  race  :  and  now, 
wh<'n  he  has  come  to  see  the  last  braird  of  his  hut,  before  it  i* 
melted  into  ashes,  you  follow  him  up,  at  midnight,  like  hungiy 
hounds  on  the  track  of  a  worn-out  and  dying  deer.  What 
more  would  ye  have !  for  I  am  here — one  too  many.  I  coma 
to  mourn,  not  to  fight ;  and,  if  it  is  God's  pleasure,  work  yonr 

When  the  old  man  ended,  he  stood,  with  the  light  glimmer 
ing  around  his  thinly-covered  head,  looking  earueatly  nt  the 
group,  wiiioh  receded  from  the  pile  with  an  involuntary  move- 
ment, without  the  reach  of  the  quivering  rays,  leaving  a  frii 
passage  for  liis  retreat  into  the  bushes,  where  pureuit,  in  tJie 
dark,  would  have  been  fruitless.  Natty  seemed  not  to  regard 
thia  advantage  ;  but  stuotl  fiicing  each  individual  in  the  circle 
in  succession,  as  if  to  see  who  would  be  the  first  to  arrest  bin;. 
After  a  ]iause  of  a  few  moments,  llichard  began  to  rally  his 
confused  faculties;  and,  advancing,  ajwlogized  for  his  duty,  and 
made  him  bis  prisoner.  The  party  now  collected ;  and,  pre- 
ceded by  the  Sheriff,  with  Natty  in  their  centre,  they  took  their 
way  towards  the  village. 
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During  tbe  walk,  divers  questions  were  put  to  the  prisonet 
concerning  his  reasons  for  burning  the  hut,  and  whither  Mohe- 
gan  had  retreated  ;  but  to  all  of  them  he  observed  a  profound 
silence,  until,  fatigued  with  their  previous  duties,  and  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour,  the  Sheriff  and  his  followers  reached  the 
village,  and  dispersed  to  their  several  places  of  rest,  after  turn- 
ing the  key  of  a  jail  on  the  aged  and  apparently  friendleBs 
Lcather-stocki  ng. 


CHAPTER  XXXm. 

Petch  hin  Ihs  iloelii.  ho ! 


Tns  long  days  and  carlj  sun  of  July  allowed  time  for  a 
galheriDg  of  the  intereatod,  before  the  little  belt  of  the  acndeiny 
announced  that  the  appointed  hour  had  arrived  for  administer- 
ing right  to  the  wronged,  and  punishment  to  the  guilty.  Ever 
since  the  dawn  of  day,  the  highway  and  wuodpaths  that, 
issuing  from  the  forests,  and  winding  along  the  sides  of  the 
mountains,  centred  in  Templeton,  Imd  been  thronged  with 
equestrians  and  footmen,  bound  to  the  haven  of  justice.  Tliere 
was  to  be  seen  a  well-chul  yeoman,  mounted  on  a  sleek,  swilcli- 
twled  steed,  ambling  along  the  highway,  with  his  red  face 
elevated  in  a  manner  that  said,  "  I  have  paid  for  my  land,  and 
fear  no  man  ;"  while  his  bosom  was  swelling  with  the  pride  of 
being  oue  of  the  grand  inquest  for  the  county.  At  his  side 
rode  a  companion,  his  equal  in  independence  of  feeling,  perhaps, 
but  his  inferior  in  thrift,  aa  in  property  and  consideration.  This 
wa."  a  professed  dealer  in  lawsuits, — a  man  whose  name  appeared 
in  every  calendar, — whuse  substance,  gained  in  the  nmltifarious 
expedients  of  a  settler's  changeable  Labits,  was  wasted  in  feed- 
ing the  harpiee  of  the  courts.  Ue  was  endeavoring  to  impress 
the  mind  of  the  grand  juror  with  the  merits  of  n  cause  now  at 
issue.  Along  with  these  was  a  pedestrian,  who,  l.Aviog  thrown 
8  rifle  frock  over  his  shirt,  and  placed  his  best  wool  hat  abo\'e 
his  suu-bumt  visage,  had  issued  from  his  retreat  In  the  woods 
by  a  fcmtpaUi,  and  was  striving  to  keep  company  with  the 
otheis,  on  his  way  to  hear  and  to  decide  the  disputes  i>f  hia 
Bcighbors,  as  a  petit  juror.     Fifty  similar  tittle  knots  of  conn- 
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trymon  iniglit  have  been  scM»n,  on  that  morning,  journeying  to- 
wards the  shire-town  on  the  same  errand. 

l^y  ten  o'clock  tlie  streets  uf  the  vilhige  were  tilled  vnth  busy 
faces ;  some  talking  of  thi'ir  ])rivate  concerns,  some  listening  to 
a  iK)pular  expounder  of  political  creeds  ;  and  others  gaping  in 
at  the  open  stores,  admiring  the  finery,  or  examining  scythes. 
axe**,  and  siidi  other  manufactures  as  attracted  their  curiosity 
uf  excited  their  admiration.  A  fi-w  women  were  in  the  crowd, 
most  carrying  infants,  and  followed,  at  a  lounging,  listless  gait, 
by  their  rustic  lords  and  masters.  There  was  one  young  coupl«», 
in  whom  connubial  love  was  yet  fresli,  walking  at  a  r'»spectful 
disti'.nce  from  eacli  other ;  while  the  swain  directed  the  timid 
Btejw  of  his  bride,  by  a  gallant  offering  (»f  a  thumb  I 

At  tlie  tii-st  stroke  of  the  bell,  Richard  issued  from  tlie  door 
of  the  **  Hold  Dragoon,"  tlourishing  a  sheatlu-d  sword,  that  he 
was  fond  of  saving  his  ancestors  had  carried  in  one  of  CrDin- 
Wfll's  victories,  and  crying,  in  an  authoritative  tone,  to  "  clear 
the  way  for  the  court."  The  order  was  obeyed  promptly, 
though  not  servilely,  the  members  of  the  crowd  nodding  fami- 
liarly to  the  members  of  the  procession  as  it  parsed.  A  party 
of  constables  with  their  staves  followed  the  Sherifl^  preceding 
Marmaduke,  and  four  plain,  grave-looking  yeomen,  who  were 
his  associates  on  the  binch.  There  was  notliing  to  distinguisli 
these  subordinate  judges  from  the  better  part  of  the  spectators, 
except  gravity,  which  they  aftlcted  a  little  more  than  common, 
and  tliat  one  of  tlieir  number  was  attired  in  an  old-fa^^liioned 
military  coat,  with  skirts  tliat  readied  no  lower  than  the  middh 
of  his  thighs,  and  bearing  two  little  silver  epaulettes,  not  half 
80  big  as  a  modern  pair  of  shoulder-knots.  This  gentleman 
was  a  colonel  of  the  militia,  in  attendance  on  a  court-martial, 
who  found  leisure  tt)  steal  a  moment  from  his  militiuv  to 
attend  to  his  civil  jurisdiction ;  but  this  incongruity  excited 
neither  notice  nor  comment.  Thne  or  four  clean-shaved  law- 
yers followed,  as  meekly  as  if  they  were  lambs  going  to  the 
slaughter.  One  or  two  of  their  numl»er  liad  contrived  to 
obtiun  an  air  of  scholastic  gravity  by  wearing  sjxictacles.     The 
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rear  waa  brought  up  by  another  po6se  of  constables,  and  the 
mob  Ibllowed  the  whole  into  the  room  where  the  court  held  ite 

sittitigs. 

The  edifice  nas  compowd  of  a  basement  of  squared  logs, 
Iteiforated  here  and  there  with  small  grated  windows,  through 
uhich  a  few  wistiul  faces  were  gszing  at  the  crowd  without. 
Among  the  captives  were  the  guilty,  downcast  countenances  of 
the  counterfeiters,  and  the  simple  but  honest  features  of  the 
Lesther-BtockiDg.  The  dungeons  were  to  be  distinguished, 
externally,  from  the  debtors'  BpartmeDts  on)}'  by  the  size  of  the 
apertures,  the  thickness  of  the  grates,  and  by  the  beads  of  the 
spikes  that  were  driven  into  the  li^  as  a  protection  against  the 
illegal  use  of  edge-tools-  The  upper  story  was  of  frame-work, 
regularly  covered  with  boards,  and  contained  ono  room  decently 
fitted  up  for  the  purposes  of  justice.  A  bench,  raised  on  a 
narrow  platform  to  the  height  of  a  man  above  the  floor,  and 
protected  in  front  by  a  light  raihng,  ran  along  one  of  its  sides. 
In  the  centre  was  a  sent,  furnished  with  rude  nrms,  that  was 
always  filled  by  the  presiding  judge.  In  front,  on  a  level  with 
the  floor  of  the  room,  was  a  large  table  covered  with  green 
baize,  and  surrounded  by  benches ;  and  at  either  of  its  ends 
were  rows  of  seats,  rising  one  over  the  otlier,  for  jury  boxes. 
Each  of  these  divisions  was  surrounded  by  a  railing.  The 
remainder  of  the  room  was  an  open  square,  appropriated  to  the 
spectators. 

When  the  judges  were  seated,  the  lawyers  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  table,  and  the  noise  of  moving  feet  had  ceased  in 
the  area,  the  proclamations  were  mnOc  in  the  usual  form,  the 
jurors  were  sworn,  the  charge  was  given,  and  the  court  pro- 
needed  to  hear  the  business  before  them. 

We  shall  not  detain  the  reader  with  a  description  of  the 
captious  discussions  that  occupied  the  court  for  the  first  two 
hours.  Judge  Temple  Imd  impressed  on  the  jury,  in  his 
charge,  the  necessity  for  despatch  on  their  part,  recommending 
to  their  notice,  from  motives  of  humanity,  the  prisoners  in  the 
jail,  as  the  first  objects  of  their  attention.     Accordingly,  niler 
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the  periml  we  have  mentioned  had  elapsed,  tlie  cry  of  Ute 
officer  to  "clear  tlie  way  fur  tlie  grand  jurj,"  aaQounoed  the 
entrance  of  that  body.  The  iL-ual  forms  w<fre  ofaaerved,  when 
Uie  furemao  handed  up  to  the  bench  two  bill^  on  both  of 
which  the  Judge  observed,  at  the  first  glance  of  hU  eye,  thd 
Dame  of  NalhanicI  liiuiip]>o.  It  was  a  leisure  moment  with 
the  court ;  some  low  whispering  passed  between  the  beDch  and 
the  Sherif!^  who  gave  a  signal  to  his  officers,  and  in  n  very  few 
niiniit*8  tlie  silence  Uiat  prevailed  was  interrupted  by  a  general 
movement  in  tlie  outer  crowd ;  wlieu  presently  the  Leather- 
stocking  made  his  appearance,  ushered  into  the  criminara  bar 
under  the  custody  of  two  constables.  Tiie  lium  censed,  tlie 
[leoplc  closed  into  the  open  space  again,  and  the  ^lence  soon 
became  so  deep,  that  the  hard  breathing  of  the  prisoner  was 
audible. 

Natty  vim  dressed  in  his  buck-skin  garments,  without  his 
coat,  in  place  of  which  he  wore  only  a  .^hirt  of  coarse  linen- 
check,  fastened  at  his  throat  by  the  sinew  uf  a  deer,  leaving  his 
red  neck  and  weather-beaten  face  exjiosed  nod  bare.  It  was  the 
first  time  tliat  he  had  ever  crossed  the  tliresliold  of  a  court  of 
justice,  and  curiosity  seemed  to  be  strongly  blended  witli  his 
personal  feelings.  He  raised  his  eyes  to  the  b^nch,  thence  to 
the  jury-l>o:ue8,  the  bar,  and  tlic  crowd  without,  meeting  every- 
where looks  fastened  on  himself.  After  surveying  his  own 
pereon,  as  searching  the  cause  or  this  unusual  attraction,  he 
once  more  turned  his  fece  around  the  nsseinblage,  and  opened 
his  mouth  in  one  of  his  i-ilent  ami  remarkable  laughs. 

"  Prisoner,  remove  your  cap,"  said  Judge  Temple. 

The  order  was  either  unheard  or  unheeded. 

"  Nathaniel  Bumppo,  be  uncovered,"  repijated  the  Judge. 

Nntty  started  at  the  sound  of  his  nani'.',  and  raising  his  faco 
wuTicPtly  towards  tlie  bench,  he  said — 

Mr.  Lippet  arose  from  his  seat  nt  the  table,  and  whispered 
in  the  ear  of  tlie  prisoner ;  when  Natty  gave  him  a  nod  of 
ixtient,  and  took  the  deer-skin  covering  from  his  head. 
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"Mr.  District  Attorney,"  said  tbe  Judge,  "the  prisoner  in 
ready  ;  wti  wiiit  fur  tliu  iiidictment." 

Tbe  dudes  of  jiublic  prosMutor  were  discharged  by  Direk 
\'an  dur  School,  who  adjusted  hb  spectacles,  cast  a  cautious 
louk  arouoJ  iiim  ut  his  brethren  of  the  bar,  which  he  ended  by 
throning  bis  head  aside  so  as  to  catch  uiic  ghioce  over  the 
glasses,  when  be  proceeded  to  read  tlie  bill  aloud.  It  was  thn 
usual  charge  for  an  assiiult  and  battery  on  the  person  of  Uirnni 
Dooliltle,  and  was  couched  in  the  ancient  lunguiige  of  such 
instruments,  especial  care  having  been  taken  by  the  scribe  not 
tu  omit  the  name  of  a  singlu  oiFunsivo  weapon  known  to  tlie 
lunr.  When  he  had  done,  Mr.  Vim  der  School  removed  hts 
K|>ectacles,  whicli  he  closed  nnd  placed  in  Lis  pocket,  seemingly 
fur  the  pleasure  of  again  opening  and  replacing  them  on  his 
nose.  Alter  this  evolution  was  lepeatcd  once  or  twice,  he 
handed  the  bill  over  to  Mr.Lippet,  witli  a  cavalier  air,  that  sud 
as  mucli  as  "  Pick  a  hole  in  that  if  you  can." 

Natty  listened  to  the  charge  with  great  attention,  leaning 
forward  towards  the  reader  with  an  eaineatness  that  denoted 
his  interest;  and  when  it  was  ended,  he  raised  his  Ijill  body  to 
the  utmost,  and  drew  a  long  sigh.  All  eye*  were  turned  to  tlie 
prisoner,  whose  voice  was  vainly  expected  to  break  the  BtilliKus 
of  the  room. 

"  Ytiu  have  heard  tbe  presentment  that  the  grand  jury  have 
ronde,  Nathaniel  Gumppo,**  said  the  Judge ;  "  what  do  you 
plead  to  the  charge  ?" 

The  old  man  dropiied  bis  head  for  n  moment  in  a  reflecting 
attitude,  and  then  raising  it,  lie  laughed  before  he  answered — 

"  That  I  bandied  the  man  a  little  rough  or  so,  is  not  to  be 
denied  ;  but  that  there  was  occasion  to  make  use  of  all  tlie 
things  tliat  the  gentleman  has  sjKiken  of,  is  downright  untrue. 
I  am  not  much  of  a  wrestler,  seeing  that  I'm  getting  old ;  but 
1  was  out  among  tlie  Scotch-Irishers — lelH  me  see — it  most 
Inve  been  as  long  ago  as  the  first  year  uf  tlie  old  war " 

"  Mr.  Lippet,  if  jou  are  retuned  for  the  prisoner,"  interruiited 
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Judge  Temple,  ^  instrocC  jour  client  how  to  pleiui ;  if  not,  the 
court  will  aasign  bim  counsel.** 

Aroused  from  studying  the  indictment  by  this  appeftl,  the 
attomej  got  up,  and  after  a  short  dialogue  with  the  hunter  in 
a  low  voice,  he  informed  the  court  that  thej  were  ready  to  pro- 
i%ed. 

"*  Do  you  plead  guilty  or  not  guilty  V*  said  the  Judge. 

^]  may  say  not  guilty  with  a  clean  coascience,**  returned 
Natty ;  ^  fur  there^s  no  guilt  in  doing  what^s  right ;  and  Fd 
rather  died  on  the  spot,  than  had  him  put  foot  in  the  hut  at 
that  moment.'* 

Richard  started  at  this  declaration,  and  bent  his  evea  si^rnjii. 
cantly  on  Uiram,  who  returned  the  look  with  a  slight  move- 
ment of  his  eyebrows. 

"  Proc^ied  to  open  the  cause,  Mr.  District  Attorney,"  con- 
tinued the  Judge.     ^  Mr.  Clerk,  enter  tlie  plea  of  not  guilty.^ 

Afler  a  short  opening  address  from  Mr.  Van  dcr  School, 
Ilirnm  was  summoned  to  the  bar  to  give  his  testimony.  It 
was  delivered  to  the  letter,  i>erhap8,  but  with  all  that  moral 
coloring  which  can  be  conveyed  under  such  expressions  as, 
"  thinking  no  harm,"  "  feeling  it  my  bounden  duty  as  a  magis- 
trate," and  '*  seeing  that  the  constable  was  backward  in  the  busi- 
ness." When  he  had  done,  and  the  district  attorney  declined 
putting  any  furtlier  interrogatories,  Mr.  Lip|>et  arose,  with  an 
air  of  keen  investigation,  and  asked  the  following  questions  : 

"  Are  you  a  constable  of  this  county,  sir  ?" 

"  No,  sir,"  said  Hiram,  "  Tm  only  a  justice-peace." 

*^  I  ask  you,  Mr.  Doolittle,  in  the  face  of  tliis  court,  putting  it 
to  your  conscience  and  your  knowledge  of  the  law,  whether  you 
iiad  any  right  to  enter  that  man's  dwelling  ?" 

^  Ilem  !"  sjiid  Hiram,  undergoing  a  violent  struggle  between 
his  dfjsire  for  vengeance  and  his  love  of  legal  fame ;  "  I  do  su|>- 
pose — that  in — that  is — strict  law — that  supposing — maybe  I 
hadn't  a  real — lawful  right; — but  as  the  case  was — and  Billy 
was  so  backward — I  thought  I  might  come  for'ard  in  the  business." 
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**  1  ask  f ou  again,  sir,"  continued  tlie  lawyer,  following  op 
luB  succesR,  "whether  ihb  old,  this  friendless  old  mau,  did  oi 
did  not  repeatedly  forhid  your  entraoce  t" 

"  Why,  I  must  say,'  snid  Hiram,  "  tbat  he  was  L-onstderable 
croaa-grained  ;  Qot  what  I  enW  clever,  seeing  that  it  wss  only 
uue  neighhor  wanting  to  go  into  the  house  of  another." 

"  Oh !  then  you  own  it  was  only  meant  lur  a  neighborly 
vidit  on  yoar  part,  and  without  the  sanction  of  law.  Remem- 
ber, gentlemen,  the  words  of  the  witness,  '  one  neighbor  want- 
ing to  enter  the  house  of  another.'  Now,  sir,  I  ask  you  if 
Nathaniel  Butnppo  did  not  again  and  ^in  order  you  not  t*.* 

"There  was  some  words  passed  between  us,"  said  Uinun, 
"  but  I  read  the  warrant  to  him  aloud." 

"  I  repeat  my  questjon  ;  did  he  tell  you  not  to  enter  his 
haWtation  T 

"There  was  a  good  deal  passed  betwixt  us — but  I've  the 
warrant  in  my  pocket;  maybe  the  court  would  wish  to  see  it?" 

"  Witness,"  said  Judge  Temple,  "  answer  the  question 
direcUy  ;  did  or  did  not  the  prisoner  forlnd  your  entering  his 
hutr 

"  Why,  I  some  think " 

"  Answer  without  equivocation,"  continued  the  Judge, 
•temly. 

"  He  did." 

"  And  did  you  attempt  to  enter  after  this  order  V 

"  I  did  ;  but  the  warrant  was  in  my  hand." 

"  Proceed,  Mr.  Lippet,  with  your  examination." 

But  the  attorney  saw  tliat  the  impression  was  in  favor  of 
his  client,  and,  waving  his  hand  with  a  supercilious  manner,  as 
if  unwilling  to  insult  the  nnderttanding  of  the  jury  with  any 
further  defence,  he  replied — 

"  No,  ur ;  I  leiive  it  lor  your  honor  to  charge ;  I  rest  my 
case  here." 

"  Mr.  District  Attorney,"  said  the  Judge,  "  have  you  anything 
to  say  " 
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Mr.  Van  J>.-r  Scii'^jl  removed  Lk  sjiet^tacK-^.  fuM^tl  tlioiii, 
and  replacir;::  tLem  oDce  ni<>re  on  his  Dose,  eyvd  the  vdier  bill 
wfaicii  h^r  h'-Id  in  Lis  h^n  1  an  I  then  said,  looking  at  tlie  bar 
over  the  lop  of  his  gia*»« — 

"  1  <hal!  rw^t  ilie  pr><:-cj:i  ^n  h-ivr,  if  the  court  please,*" 

Jud^e  Teini^I-ir  aM»5it:  nnd  bec^an  the  clmrje. 

?  I  5  7 

*•  G^ntlem  ii  of  the  Junr."  he  said,  '•vou  have  heard  the 
tc^timonr.  and  I  <ball  d^Liin  vou  but  a  monivnt  If  an  oflScer 
meet  with  resi-itano-r  in  t!ie  ex-rcution  of  a  [»roc*2Si,  he  Las  an 
undoubted  rii^ht  t<:>  call  anv  citizen  to  his  assistance ;  and  the 
act^  of  »uc!i  a^i^iant  ome  within  the  protection  of  the  law.  I 
shall  li.-av.*  you  to  judge,  g'^nti  ?men,  from  the  testimony,  h  >w 
far  the  witness  in  this  pro>»-cutiun  can  be  so  considered,  feeling 
less  reluctance  to  submit  the  case  thus  iuformallv  to  vour  deci- 
sion,  bec'iuse  there  is  yet  another  indictment  to  be  tried,  which 
invulves  heavier  charges  agiiinst  the  unfortunate  prisoner." 

The  tone  of  Murm.-iduke  was  mild  and  insinuating,  and  as  his 
sentiments  were  given  with  such  apjyarent  impartiality,  they  did 
not  fail  of  carrying  due  weight  with  the  jury.  The  grave-look- 
ing yeomen  who  comjMjsed  this  tribunal,  laid  their  hezids 
together  for  a  few  minutes,  witliout  leaving  the  bo.\,  when  the 
foreman  arose,  and  after  the  forms  of  the  court  were  duly  ob- 
sen'ed,  he  pronounced  the  prisoner  to  be — 

"  Not  guilty." 

**  You  are  acquitti?d  of  this  charge,  Nathaniel  Llumppo,"  said 
the  judge. 

"  Anan ! "  said  Nattv. 

"  You  are  found  not  guilty  of  striking  and  assaulting  Mr. 
Doolittle." 

"  No,  no,  ril  not  deny  but  that  I  took  him  a  little  roughly 
by  the  shoulders,"  said  Natty,  looking  about  him  with  great 
liijnplicity,  "  and  that  I ^" 

"You  are  acquitted,"  interrupted  the  Judge,  " and  there  is 
nothing  further  to  ha  said  or  done  in  the  matter." 

A  look  of  joy  lighted  up  the  f(*atures  of  the  old  man,  who 
now  comprehended  the  case,  and  placing  his  cap  eagerly  on  his 


fiend  Bgfun,  he  threw  up  tlio  bnr  of  hie  little  prison,  and  said 
fetlingly — 

"  I  must  s»y  lliis  for  you.  Judge  Temple,  thnt  the  law  has  doI 
been  so  hard  on  me  ai  1  dreaded.  I  hope  God  will  bless  yon 
for  the  kind  things  you're  done  to  me  this  day." 

But  the  staff  of  the  constable  was  opposed  to  his  egresii,  and 
Mr.  Lippet  whitipered  a  few  wordi  in  bis  ear,  when  the  nged 
hunter  sank  back  into  his  place,  and,  removing  liia  cap,  stroked 
down  the  remnnnts  of  his  grey  and  sandy  locks,  with  an  air  of 
mortification  mingled  with  nnbrnission. 

"  Mr.  District  Attorney,"  said  Judge  Temple,  affecting  to  busy 
himself  witli  his  minutes,  "  proceed  with  the  second  indictment," 

Sfr.  Van  der  School  took  great  care  that  no  part  of  the  pre- 
sentment, which  he  now  read,  should  be  lost  on  his  auditors.  It 
accused  the  prisoner  of  reaistinir  the  execution  of  a  search-war- 
rant, by  foi«e  of  arms,  and  particularized,  in  the  vague  language 
of  the  law,  among  a  variety  of  other  weapons,  the  use  of  the  rifle. 
This  was  indeed  a  more  serious  charge  than  an  ordinary  assiiuU 
and  battery,  and  a  corresponding  dagree  of  interest  was  mani- 
fested by  the  spectators  in  its  result.  The  prisoner  was  duly 
arraigned,  and  his  plea  again  demanded.  Mr.  Lippet  had  anti' 
cipated  the  answers  of  Natty,  and  in  n  whisper  advised  him  how 
to  plead.  But  the  feelings  of  the  old  hunter  were  awakened  by 
some  of  the  expressions  of  the  indictment,  and,  forgetful  of  bis 
caution,  he  exclaimed — 

'"Tis  a  wicked  untruth;  I  crave  no  man's  blood.  Them 
thieves,  the  Iroquois,  won't  any  it  to  my  face,  that  I  ever  thirsted 
nfler  man's  blood.  1  have  fou't  as  a  soldier  that  feared  his  Kla- 
ker  and  his  officer,  but  I  never  pulled  trigger  on  any  but  a  war- 
rior that  was  up  and  anake.  No  man  can  say  that  I  ever  struck 
even  a  Mingo  in  bis  blanket.  I  believe  there's  some  who  thinks 
there's  no  God  in  a  wilderness ! " 

"  Attend  to  your  plea,  Bumppo,"  siud  the  Judge  ;  **  you  hear 
that  you  are  accused  of  using  your  rifle  against  an  officer  of  jus- 
tice 1  are  you  guilty  or  not  guilty  !  " 

By  this  time  tlie  irritated  feelings  of  Natty  had  fuund  rent; 
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and  he  rested  on  the  bar  for  a  moment,  in  a  iiiuisiiig  pobtarc, 
when  he  lifted  his  face,  with  his  silent  laugh,  and,  pointing  to 
where  the  wood-chopper  stood,  he  said — 

"Would  Billy  Kirby  be  standing  there,  d'ye  think,  if  I  had 
used  the  rifle  ? '' 

**  Then  you  deny  it,"  said  Mr.  Lippet ;  "  you  plead  not  (guil- 
ty?" 

"  Sartain,"  said  Natty  ;  **  Billy  knows  that  I  never  fired  at  all. 
Billy,  do  you  remember  the  turkey  last  winter?  ah !  me !  Uiat  was 
better  than  common  firing ;  but  I  can't  shoot  as  I  used  to  could.** 

"  Enter  the  plea  of  not  guilty,"  said  Judge  Temple,  strongly 
affected  by  the  simplicity  of  the  prisoner. 

Hiram  was  agiun  sworn,  and  his  testimony  given  on  tlie  se- 
cond charge.  He  had  discovered  his  former  error,  and  proceed- 
ed more  cautioasly  than  before.  He  related  very  distinctly,  and 
for  the  man,  with  amazing  terseness,  the  suspicion  against 
the  hunter,  the  complaint,  the  issuing  of  the  warrant,  and 
the  swearing  in  of  Kirby ;  all  of  which,  he  affirmed,  were 
done  in  due  form  of  law.  Ue  then  added  the  manner  in  which 
the  constable  had  beeti  received ;  and  stated  distinctly,  that 
Natty  had  |K>inted  the  rifle  at  Kirby,  and  threatened  his  life,  if 
he  attempted  to  execute  his  duty.  All  this  was  confirmed  by 
Jotharo,  who  was  observed  to  adhere  closely  to  the  story  of  the 
magistrate.  Mr.  Lippet  conducted  an  artful  cross-examination  of 
these  two  witnesses,  but  after  consuming  much  time,  was  com- 
pelled to  relinquish  the  attempt  to  obtain  any  advantage,  in 
despair. 

At  length  the  district  attorney  called  the  wood-chopper  to  the 
bar.  Billy  gave  an  extremely  confused  account  of  the  whole 
affair,  although  he  evidently  aimed  at  the  truth,  until  Mr.  Van 
der  School  aided  him,  by  asking  some  direct  questions : — 

"  It  appears  from  examining  the  papers,  that  you  demanded 
admission  into  the  hut  legally  ;  so  you  were  put  in  bodily  fear 
by  his  rifle  and  threats  ?  *' 

"  T  didn't  mind  them  that,  man,"  said  Billy,  snapping  his 
(ingers ;  "  I  should  be  a  poor  stick  to  mind  old  Leather-stocking.** 


"  But  I  underetood  you  to  say  (referring  to  your  previoiu 
words  (as  delivered  here  in  court)  in  the  comiDencenieDt  of 
your  testimony)  thiit  you  thought  he  meant  to  ahoot  yon  ( " 

"  To  be  sure  I  did  ;  and  so  would  you  too,  squire,  if  you  had 
seen  the  chap  dropping  a  muzzle  that  never  misses,  and  cocking 
BH  eye  that  has  a  natural  squint  by  long  practice.  I  thought 
there  would  be  a  dust  on't,  and  my  back  was  up  at  once ; 
but  Leather-stocking  gi'n  up  the  skin,  and  so  the  matter  ended." 

"  Ah  !  Billy  "  said  Natty,  shaking  his  head,  "  'twas  ft  lucky 
Uiought  in  me  to  throw  out  the  hide,  or  there  might  have  been 
Uood  spilt;  and  I'm  sure,  if  it  had  been  youm,  I  should  have 
moum'd  it  sorely  the  little  while  I  have  to  stay." 

"  Well,  Leather-stocking,"  returned  Billy,  facing  the  prisoner 
witu  a  freedom  and  familiarity  that  utterly  disregarded  the  pre- 
sence of  the  court,  "  as  you  are  on  the  subject,  it  may  be  that 

"  Go  on  with  your  exarainaUon,  Mr,  District  Attorney." 

That  gentleman  eyed  the  familiarity  between  his  witness  and 
the  prisoner  with  manifest  disgust,  and  indicated  to  the  court 
that  he  was  done. 

"  Then  you  didn't  feel  frightened,  Mr.  Kirby  I  "  stud  the  oouo- 
sel  for  the  prisoner. 

"  He !  no,"  said  Billy,  casting  his  eyes  over  his  own  huge 
frame  with  evident  self-satisfaction  ;  "  I'm  not  to  be  skeared  so 

"  You  look  like  a  hardy  man  ;  where  were  you  bom,  sir  I  "* 

"  Varmonnt  stAte ;  'tis  a  mountaynious  place,  but  there's  a 
stiff  soil,  and  it's  pretty  much  wooded  with  beech  and  maple." 

"  I  have  alwa}'8  heard  so,"  said  Mr.  Lippet,  soothingly.  "  Yon 
have  been  used  to  the  rii!e  yourself,  in  that  country  I " 

"  I  pull  the  second  best  trigger  in  this  county.  I  knock  un- 
der U>  Natty  Burappo  there,  sin'  he  shot  the  pigeon." 

Leather-stocking  raised  his  head,  and  laughed  again,  when 
lie  abrujitly  tlirust  out  a  wrinkled  hand,  and  said — 

"  You're  young  yet,  Billy,  and  hav'n't  seen  the  matches  that  I 

have ;  but  here's  my  hand ;  I  bear  no  malice  to  you,  I  don't" 

18 
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Mr.  Lippet  allowed  this  conciliatory  offering  to  be  accepted, 
and  judiciously  paused,  while  the  spirit  of  peace  was  exercising 
its  influence  over  the  two;  but  the  Judge  interposed  bis 
authority. 

"This  is  an  improper  place  for  such  dialogues,"  he  said 
"  Proceed  with  your  examination  of  this  witness,  Mr.  Lippet,  or  i 
shall  order  the  next" 

The  attorney  started,  as  if  unconscious  of  any  impropriety,  and 
continued — 

**  So  you  settled  the  matter  with  Natty  amicably  on  the  spot, 
did  you  ? " 

"  He  gi'n  me  the  skin,  and  I  didn't  want  to  quarrel  with  an 
old  man  ;  for  my  part,  I  see  no  sucli  mighty  matter  in  shooting 
a  buck ! " 

"  And  you  parted  friends  ?  and  you  would  never  have 
thought  of  bringing  the  business  up  before  a  court,  hadn't  you 
been  subpoenaed  ? " 

"  I  don't  think  I  should ;  he  gi'n  the  skin,  and  I  didn't  feel  a 
hard  thought,  though  Squire  Doolittle  got  some  affronted." 

"  I  have  done,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Lippet,  probably  relying  on  the 
charge  of  the  Judge,  as  he  again  seated  himself,  with  the  air  of 
a  man  who  felt  that  his  success  was  certain. 

When  Mr.  Van  der  School  arose  to  address  the  jury,  he 
commenced  by  saying— 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  should  have  interrupted  the  lead- 
ing questions  put  by  the  prisoner's  counsel  (by  leading  questions 
I  mean  telling  him  what  to  say),  did  I  not  feel  confident  that 
the  law  of  the  land  was  superior  to  any  advantages  (I  mean 
legal  advantages)  which  he  might  obtain  by  his  art.  The 
counsel  for  the  prisoner,  gentlemen,  has  endeavored  to  persuade 
you,  in  opposition  to  your  own  good  sense,  to  believe  that 
pointing  a  rifle  at  a  constable  (elected  or  deputed)  is  a  very 
innocent  affair;  and  that  society  (I  mean  the  commonwealth, 
gentlemen)  shall  not  be  endangered  thereby.  But  let  me  claim 
your  attention,  while  we  look  over  the  particulars  of  this  heinous 
offence."     Here  Mr.  Van  der  School  favored  the  jury  with  an 
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dbrliii^meDt  of  the  testimony,  recounted  in  audi  a  manner  ae 
utterly  to  confuse  the  faculties  of  his  worthy  listeners.  After 
this  exhibition  he  closed  as  follows: — "And  now,  gentlemen, 
having  thus  made  plain  to  your  senses  tlie  crime  of  which  this 
unfortunate  man  has  been  guilty  (unfortunate  both  on  account 
of  his  ignorance  and  his  guilt),  I  shall  U-are  you  lo  your  own 
consciences ;  not  in  the  least  doubting  that  you  will  see  the 
importance  (notwithstanding  the  prisoner's  counsel  (doubtless 
relying  on  youi'  former  verdict)  wishes  to  appear  so  confident  of 
success)  of  punishing  the  offender,  and  asserting  the  dignity  of 
the  laws." 

It  was  now  the  duty  uf  the  Judge  to  deliver  liis  charge.  It 
consisted  of  a  short,  coirjprehensive  summary  of  the  testimony, 
laying  hure  the  artifice  of  tiie  prisoner's  counsel,  and  placing  the 
facta  in  bo  obvious  a  light,  that  they  could  not  well  be  misunder- 
stood, "living  as  we  do,  gentlemen,"  he  concluded,  "on  the 
skirts  of  sodety,  it  beconiPS  doubly  necessary  lo  protect  the  minis- 
ters of  tlie  law.  If  you  believe  the  witnesses,  in  their  construc- 
tion of  the  acts  of  the  prisoner,  it  is  your  duty  to  convict  him  ; 
but  if  you  believe  that  the  old  man,  who  Uib  day  appe.ira  before 
you,  meant  not  to  h^rm  the  consLtblc,  but  was  acting  more 
under  tlio  influence  of  habit  thnn  by  the  instigations  of  malice, 
it  will  be  j'our  duty  to  judge  him,  but  lo  do  it  with  lenity." 

Aa  before,  the  jury  did  not  leave  their  box ;  but,  after  a  con* 
«uItation  of  some  httle  time,  their  foreman  arose,  and  pronounced 
the  prisoner — 

There  was  but  little  surprise  manifested  in  tie  court  room 
at  this  verdict,  as  the  testimony,  the  greater  part  of  which  wu 
have  omitted,  was  too  clear  and  direct  to  be  passed  over.  The 
judges  seemed  to  have  Rtiticipated  this  sentiment,  for  a  consulta- 
tion was  passing  among  them  also,  during  the  deliberation  of 
the  juiy,  and  the  preparatory  movements  of  the  "bench" 
announced  the  coming  sentence. 

"Nathaniel  Bum ppo,"  commenced  the  Judge,  making  t]ic 
cijttomary  jmuse. 
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The  old  hunter,  who  had  been  musing  again,  with  his  head 
on  the  bar,  raised  himself,  and  cried,  with  a  prompt,  military 
tone — 

"  Here." 

The  Judge  waved  his  hand  for  silence,  and  proceeded— 

"  In  forming  their  sentence,  the  court  have  been  governed  as 
niucl)  by  the  consideration  of  your  ignorance  of  the  laws,  as  by 
a  strict  sense  of  the  importance  of  punishing  such  outrages  as 
this  of  which  you  have  been  found  guilty.  They  have  therefore 
passed  over  the  obvious  punishment  of  whipping  on  the  bare 
back,  in  mercy  to  your  years ;  but  as  the  dignity  of  the  law 
requires  an  open  exhibition  of  the  consequences  of  your  crime,  it 
is  ordered,  that  you  be  conveyed  from  this  room  to  the  public 
stocks,  where  you  are  to  be  confined  for  one  hour :  that  you 
pay  a  fine  to  the  state  of  one  hundred  dollars ;  and  that  you 
be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  of  this  county  for  one  calendar  month, 
and  furthermore,  that  your  impri.sonment  do  not  cense  until 
the  said  fine  shall  be  paid.  I  feel  it  my  duty,  Nathaniel 
Bumppo " 

"  And  where  should  I  get  the  money  ?''  interrupted  tho 
Leather-Stocking,  eagerly  ;  **  where  should  1  get  the  money  ? 
you'll  take  away  the  bounty  on  the  painters,  because  I  cut  the 
throat  of  a  deer  ;  and  how  is  an  old  man  to  find  so  nmch  gold 
or  silver  in  the  woods  ?  No,  no,  judge  :  think  better  of  it,  and 
don't  talk  of  shutting  ine  up  in  a  jail  for  the  little  time  I  have 
to  stay." 

"If  you  have  anything  to  urge  against  the  passing  of  the 
sentence,  the  court  will  yet  hear  you,"  said  the  Judge,  mildly. 

"  I  have  enough  to  say  ag'in  it,"  cried  Natty,  grasping  the 
bar  on  which  his  fingers  were  workinn;  with  a  convulsed  motion. 
"  Where  am  I  to  get  the  money  ?  Let  me  out  into  the  woods 
and  hills,  where  I've  been  used  to  breathe  the  clear  air,  and 
though  I'm  threescore  and  ten,  if  you've  left  game  enough  in 
the  country,  I'll  travel  night  and  day  but  I'll  make  you  up  the 
Bum  afore  the  season  is  over.  Yes,  yes — ^)'ou  see  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  and  the  wickedness  of  shutting  up  an  old  man,  that 


haa  spent  his  d»yH,  aa  one  mny  aay,  where  he  could  always  look 
into  the  wiodows  of  heaven." 

"  I  must  be  governed  by  the  law " 

"Talk  not  to  me  of  kiv,  Marmadukc  Temple,"  iDt«rrupt«d 
tlie  hunter.  *'  Did  the  beast  of  tlie  forest  mind  your  law», 
when  it  was  thirsty  and  hungering  for  the  blood  of  your  own 
child  !  She  was  kneeling  to  her  God  for  a  greater  favor  than 
I  ask,  and  he  heard  her ;  and  if  you  now  say  do  to  my  prayer*, 
do  you  think  he  will  be  deaf!" 

"My  private  feelings  must  not  enter  into " 

''  Hear  me,  Marmaduke  Temple,"  interrupted  the  old  man, 
with  melancholy  earnestness,  "  and  hear  reason.  Fve  travelled 
tiiese  mountains  when  you  was  no  judge,  but  an  infant  in  your 
mother's  arms  ;  aud  I  feel  as  if  1  had  a  right  and  a  privilege  to 
travel  them  ag'in  afore  I  die.  Have  you  forgot  the  time  that 
you  come  on  to  the  lake-»hore,  when  there  wasn't  even  a  jail 
to  lodge  in  ;  and  didn't  I  give  }'ou  my  own  bear-skin  to  sleep 
on,  and  the  fat  of  a  noble  buck  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  your 
hunger  t  Yes,  yes — jou  thought  it  no  sin  tlien  to  kill  a  deer  ! 
And  this  I  did,  though  1  had  no  reason  to  love  you,  for  you 
had  never  done  anything  but  barm  to  them  that  loved  and 
sheltered  me.  And  now,  will  you  shut  me  up  in  your  dun- 
geena  to  pay  me  for  my  kindness  1  A  hundred  dollars  I  where 
should  I  get  the  money  I  No,  no — there's  them  that  says  hard 
things  of  you,  Marmaduke  Temple,  but  you  an't  so  bad  as  to 
wish  to  see  an  old  man  die  in  a  prison,  because  he  stood  up  for 
the  right.  Come,  friend,  let  ine  pass ;  it's  long  sin'  I've  been 
used  to  such  crowds,  and  I  crave  to  be  in  the  woods  ag'in. 
Don't  fear  me,  Judge — I  bid  you  not  to  fear  me  ;  for  if  there's 
beaver  enough  left  on  the  streams,  or  the  buckskins  will  sell  fur 
a  shilling  a-piece,  you  shall  have  the  last  penny  of  the  fine. 
Where  are  ye,  pups !  come  away,  dogs  1  come  away  !  we  have 
a  grievous  toil  to  do  for  our  years,  but  it  shall  be  done — yea, 
yes,  I've  promised  it,  and  it  shnll  be  done !" 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say,  that  the  movement  of  the  Leathe> 
eti<cking  was  again  intercepted  by  the  constable  ;  bnt  before  he 
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had  time  to  speak,  a  bustling  in  the  crowd,  and  a  loud  hem, 
drew  all  ejes  to  another  part  of  the  room. 

Benjamin  had  succeeded  in  edging  his  way  through  the 
people,  and  was  now  seen  balancing  his  short  body,  with  one 
foot  in  a  window  and  tlie  other  on  a  railing  of  the  jury-box. 
To  the  amazement  of  the  wliole  court,  the  steward  was  evidently 
preparing  to  speak.  After  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  drawing  from  his  pocki^t  a  small  bag,  and  then  found 
utterance. 

"  If-so-be,"  he  said,  "  tliat  your  honor  is  agreeable  to  trust 
the  poor  fellow  out  on  another  cruise  among  the  beasts,  here's 
a  small  matter  that  will  hel))  to  bring  down  the  risk,  seeing 
that  there's  just  thirty-five  of  your  Spaniards  in  it ;  and  I  wish, 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  that  they  was  raal  British  gui- 
neas, for  the  sake  of  the  old  boy.  But  'tis  as  it  is;  and  if 
Squire  Dickens  will  just  be  so  good  as  to  overhaul  this  small 
bit  of  an  account,  and  take  enough  from  the  bag  to  settle  the 
same,  he's  welcome  to  hold  on  upon  the  rest,  till  such  time  as 
the  Leather-stocking  can  grapj)le  with  them  said  beaver,  or,  for 
that  matter,  for  ever,  and  no  thanks  asked." 

As  Benjamin  concluded,  he  thrust  out  the  wooden  register 
of  his  arrears  to  the  **  Bold  Dragoon"  with  one  hand,  while  he 
offered  his  bag  of  dollars  with  the  other.  Astonishment  at  this 
singular  interruption  produced  a  profound  stillness  in  the  room, 
which  w}\s  only  interrupted  by  the  Sheriff,  who  struck  his  sword 
on  the  table,  and  cried — 

"  Silence !" 

"There  must  be  an  end  to  this,"  said  the  Judge,  struggling 
to  overcome  his  feehngs.  "  Constable,  lead  the  prisoner  to  the 
stocks.     Mr.  Clerk,  what  sUuuls  next  on  the  calendar  ?" 

Natty  seemed  to  yield  lo  his  destiny,  for  he  sank  his  head 
on  his  chest,  and  followed  the  officer  fronj  the  court-room  in 
silence.  The  crowd  moved  back  for  the  passage  of  the  prisoner, 
and  when  his  tall  form  was  seen  descending  from  the  outer 
door,  a  rush  of  the  people  to  the  scene  of  hb  dbgrace  followed. 


PIOHSBKU. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 


Ti!B  puniahraenU  of  the  common  law  were  atill  known,  at 
the  time  of  our  tale,  to  the  people  of  New  York ;  and  the 
whipping-jKist,  and  its  companion,  the  stocks,  were  not  yet 
supplanted  by  the  more  uierciful  expedients  of  the  publto 
prison.  Immediately  in  front  of  the  jnil  those  relics  of  the 
elder  times  were  situated,  as  a  lesson  of  precautionary  justjce  to 
the  evil-doers  of  the  settlement, 

K.itty  followed  the  constables  to  this  spot,  bowing  hi»  head 
with  submission  to  a  power  that  he  was  unable  to  oppose,  and 
surrounded  by  the  crowd  that  formed  a  circle  about  his  person, 
exhibiting  in  their  countenances  strong  curiosity.  A  constable 
nti^  the  upper  part  of  the  stocks,  and  pointed  with  his  finger 
to  the  holes  where  the  old  man  was  to  place  liis  feet.  Widiont 
making  the  least  objection  to  the  punishment,  the  Lenthe^ 
stocking  quietly  seated  himself  on  the  ground,  and  suffered  his 
limbs  to  be  laid  iu  the  openings,  without  even  a  murmur ; 
though  he  cast  one  glance  about  him,  in  quest  of  that  sympathy 
that  liuinan  nature  always  seems  to  require  under  suffering.  If 
he  met  no  direct  manifestations  of  pity,  neither  did  he  see  any 
unfeeling  exultation,  or  hear  a  single  reproachful  epithet  Ths 
character  of  the  mob,  if  it  could  be  called  by  such  a  name,  was 
that  of  atteiitive  subordination. 

The  constable  was  in  the  act  of  lowering  the  upper  plank, 
when  Benjamin,  who  had  pressed  close  to  the  side  of  the 
prisoner,  said,  in  his  hoarse  tones,  as  if  seeking  for  some  cause 
jo  creati  a  quarrel — 

"Where  away,  master  constable,  is  the  use  of  clapping  a  inao 
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in  them  here  bilboes  ?  it  neither  sto))S  his  grog  nor  hurts  Ids 
back  ;  what  for  is  it  that  you  do  the  thing  r 

^^  Tis  the  sentence  of  the  court,  Mr.  Penguillium,  and  there's 
law  for  it,  I  s'pose." 

"  Ay,  ay,  I  know  that  there's  law  for  the  thing ;  but  where 
uway  do  you  find  the  use,  I  say  ?  it  does  no  harm,  and  it  only 
keeps  a  man  by  the  heels  for  the  small  matter  of  two  glasses." 

**  Is  it  no  harm,  Benny  Pump,'"  said  Natty,  raising  his  eyes 
with  a  piteous  look  in  the  face  of  the  steward — ^^  is  it  no  harm 
to  show  oflf  a  man  in  his  seventy-first  year,  like  a  tame  bear,  for 
the  settlers  to  look  on  I  Is  it  no  harm  to  put  an  old  soldier, 
that  has  sar\'ed  through  the  war  of  "fifty-six,  and  seen  the  inimy 
in  the  Wventy-six  business,  into  a  place  like  this,  where  the 
boys  can  point  at  him  and  say,  I  have  known  the  time  when 
he  was  a  spectacle  for  the  county !  Is  it  no  harm  to  bring 
down  the  pride  of  an  honest  man  to  be  the  equal  of  the  beasts 
of  the  forest !" 

Benjamin  stared  about  him  fiercely,  and  could  he  have  found 
a  single  face  that  expressed  contumely,  he  would  have  been 
prompt  to  quarrel  with  its  owner ;  but  meeting  everywhere 
with  lo^>ks  of  sobriety,  and  occasionally  of  commiseration,  he 
very  deliberately  seated  himself  by  the  side  of  the  hunter,  and 
placing  his  legs  in  the  two  vacant  holes  of  the  stocks,  ho  said — 

"  Now  lower  away,  mjister  constible,  lower  away,  I  tell  ye  ! 
If-so-be  there's  such  a  thing  hereabouts  as  a  man  that  wants  to 
aee  a  bear,  let  him  look  and  be  d — d,  and  he  shall  find  two  of 
them,  and  mayhap  one  of  the  same  that  can  bite  as  well  as 
growl.'' 

"  But  I  have  no  orders  to  put  you  in  the  stocks,  Mr.  Pump," 
cried  the  constable  ;  "  you  must  get  up,  and  let  me  do  my  duty." 

**  You've  my  ordei*s,  and  what  do  you  need  bettor  to  meddle 
with  my  own  foot  ?  so  lower  away,  will  yc,  and  let  me  see  the 
man  that  chooses  to  open  his  mouth  with  a  grin  on  it." 

**  There  can't  be  any  harm  in  locking  up  a  creater  that  will 
enter  the  pound,"  said  the  constable,  laughing,  and  closing  the 
stocks  on  them  both. 


THE      HIONEKHB.  418 

Jt  was  fortuoBte  that  this  act  was  executed  with  Ueciaion,  fot 
the  wbole  of  the  spectators,  when  they  saw  Benjamin  assuina 
the  position  lie  took,  felt  an  inclination  for  merriinent,  which 
few  thought  it  worth  while  to  suppress.  Hie  steward  struggled 
violently  for  his  liberty  again,  with  an  evident  intention  of 
making  battle  on  those  who  stood  nearest  to  him  ;  but  the  bey 
was  already  turned,  and  all  his  efforts  were  vain. 

"  Hark  ye,  master  constable,"  he  cried,  "  just  clear  away  your 
Ixlboes  for  the  small  matter  of  a  log-glass,  will  ye,  aod  let  me 
show  some  of  them  there  chaps  who  it  is  they  are  bo  merry 

"  No,  no,  you  would  go  in,  and  you  cnn't  come  out,''  returned 
the  officer,  "  until  the  time  has  expired  tliat  the  Judge  directed 
for  the  keejiing  of  tlie  prisoner." 

Benjamin,  finding  tiiat  his  threats  and  his  struggles  were  use- 
lias,  had  good  sense  enough  to  learn  patience  from  the  resigned 
manner  of  his  companion,  and  soon  settled  himself  down  by  the 
side  of  Natty,  with  a  contemptuousncM  expressed  in  his  hard 
features,  that  showed  he  had  substituted  di.'gust  for  rage. 
When  the  violence  of  the  steward's  feelings  had  in  some  mea- 
sure subsided,  ho  turned  lo  his  fellow -sufferer,  and,  with  a  moUve 
that  might  have  vindicated  a  worse  effusion,  he  attempted  the 
charitable  office  of  consolation. 

"  Taking  it  by  and  large.  Master  Bump-ho,  'tjs  but  a  small 
matter  after  all,"  he  said.  "  Now,  I've  known  very  good  sort  of 
men,  aboard  of  the  Boadishey,  lud  by  the  heels,  for  nothing, 
mayhap,  but  forgetting  that  they'd  drunk  their  allowance 
already,  when  a  glass  of  gri^  has  come  in  their  way.  This  is 
nothing  more  than  riding  with  two  anchors  ahead,  waiting  for 
a  turn  in  the  tide,  or  a  shift  of  wind,  d'ye  see,  with  a  soft  bot- 
tom and  plenty  of  room  for  the  sweep  of  your  hawse.  Now 
I've  seen  many  a  man,  for  over-shooting  his  reckoning,  as  I  told 
ye,  moored  head  and  starn,  where  he  couldn't  so  much  as  heave 
bis  broadside  round,  and  mayhap  a  stopper  clapt  on  his  tongue 
too,  in  the  shape  of  apump-bolt  lashed  athwartsbip  his  jawa,  all 
the  same  as  an  out-rigger  nlonit-iiide  of  a  tafirel-nuL'' 
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Tho  hunter  ap))cnred  to  appreciate  the  kind  intentions  of  the 
other,  though  he  could  not  underst^ind  his  eloquence;  aad 
raising  his  humbled  countenance,  he  attempted  a  smile,  as  he 
said — 

"  Anan !" 

^^  Tis  nothing,  I  say,  but  a  small  matter  of  a  squall  that  will 
•-oon  blow  over,"  continued  Benjamin.  "  To  you  that  has  such 
a  length  of  keel,  it  must  be  all  the  same  as  nothing ;  tho'f,  see- 
ing that  I'm  a  little  short  in  my  lower  timbers,  they've  triced  my 
heels  up  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  me  a  bit  of  a  cant.  But  what 
cares  I,  Mjister  Bump-ho,  if  the  ship  strains  a  little  at  her 
anchor ;  it's  only  for  a  dog-watch,  and  dam'me  but  she'll  sail 
with  you  then  on  that  cruise  after  them  said  beaver.  I'm  not 
much  used  to  small-arms,  seeing  that  I  was  stationed  at  the 
ammunition-boxes,  being  sum'mat  too  low-rigged  to  see  over 
the  hammock  cloths ;  but  I  can  carry  the  game,  dye  see,  and 
mayhap  make  out  to  lend  a  hand  with  the  traps;  and  if-so-t>e 
you're  any  way  so  handy  with  them  as  ye  be  with  your  boat- 
hook,  'twill  be  but  a  short  cruise  after  all.  I've  squared  the 
yards  with  Squire  Dickens  this  morning,  and  I  shall  send  him 
word  that  he  needn't  bear  my  name  on  the  books  again  till 
such  time  as  the  cruise  is  over." 

"  You're  used  to  dwell  with  men,  I^nny,"  said  Leather- 
stocking,  mournfully,  "and  the  ways  of  the  woods  would  be 
hard  on  you,  if—" 

"  Not  a  bit — not  a  bit,"  cried  the  steward  ;  **  Fm  none  of 
your  fair-weather  chaps.  Master  Bump-ho,  as  saiU  only  in 
smooth  water.  When  I  find  a  friend,  I  sticks  by  him,  d'ye  see. 
Now,  there's  no  better  man  a-going  than  Squire  Dickens,  and  I 
love  him  about  the  same  as  I  loves  Mistress  Hollister's  new  keg 
of  Jamaiky."  The  steward  paused,  and  turning  his  uncouth 
visage  on  the  hunter,  he  surveyed  him  with  a  roguish  leer  of  his 
eye,  and  gradually  suftered  the  muscles  of  his  hard  features  to 
relax,  until  his  face  was  illuminated  by  the  display  of  his  white 
teeth,  when  he  dropped  his  voice,  and  added, — "  I  say.  Master 
Leather-stocking,  'tis   fresher  and  hvelier  than  any  Hollandd 


you'll  gel  ID  Garosey.  But  we'll  send  a  hand  over  and  asL  the 
womHD  for  a  tasU,  for  I'm  so  jnmb'd  in  the^  liere  bilboea,  that  1 
begin  to  want  surn'mat  to  li^jhten  my  upper  works." 

Natty  sighed,  and  gazed  about  Liin  on  tiie  crowd,  that 
alrendy  began  to  disperse,  and  which  had  now  diminished 
greatly,  as  its  members  scattered  in  their  various  pursuits.  Ho 
looked  nistfully  at  benjamin,  but  did  not  reply  ;  a  deeply  seated 
anxiety  seeming  to  absorb  every  other  sensation,  and  to  throw  a 
melancholy  gloom  over  his  wrinkled  features,  which  were  work- 
ing with  the  movenienla  of  his  (nind. 

The  steward  was  about  to  act  on  the  old  principle,  that 
silence  gives  consent,  when  Hiram  Doolittle,  attended  by  Jo- 
tliam,  stalked  out  of  the  crowd,  across  the  open  space,  and 
approached  the  stocks.  The  magistrate  passed  by  the  end 
where  Benjamin  was  seated,  and  posted  himself,  at  a  safe  dis- 
tance from  the  steward,  in  front  of  the  Leather-stocking.  Hiram 
stood,  for  a  niomeut,  cowering  before  the  keen  looks  that  Natty 
listened  on  him,  and  suffering  under  an  embarrassment  that 
was  quite  new ;  when,  having  in  some  degree  recovered  him- 
self, he  looked  at  the  heavens,  and  then  at  the  smoky  atmo- 
sphere, as  if  it  were  only  an  ordinaiy  meeting  with  a  friend,  and 
said  in  his  formal  hesitating  way — 

"  Quite  a  scurdty  of  rain  ktely  ;  I  some  think  we  shall  have 
u  long  drought  on'L" 

Benjamin  was  occupied  in  untying  biabag  of  dollars,  and  did 
not  observe  the  approach  of  the  magistrate,  while  Natty  turned 
his  £ice,  in  which  every  muscle  was  working,  away  from  him  in 
di^ust,  without  answering.  Rather  encouraged  than  daunted 
hy  this  exhibition  of  dishke,  Hiram,  after  a  short  pause,  conti- 

"  The  clouds  look  as  if  they'd  no  water  in  them,  and  the 
earth  is  dreadfully  parched.  To  my  judgment,  there'll  be  short 
crops  this  season,  if  the  rain  doesn't  fall  quite  speedily." 

Ilie  air  with  which  Mr.  Doolittle  delivered  this  prophMical 
opinion  was  peculiar  to  his  species.  It  was  a  Jesuitical,  cold, 
naEwling,  and  selfUh  manner,  that  seemed  to  say,  "  I  tikve  kapt 
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within  tli«  law,"  to  tbe  man  he  had  so  cruelly  injured.  It  quite 
overcame  the  restraint  tliat  tlie  old  hunter  had  been  laboring  to 
impotte  on  biituelf)  and  he  bunt  out  in  a  warm  glon  of  indigna- 
tion. 

"  Why  should  the  rain  fall  from  the  clouds,"  he  cried, 
**  when  you  force  the  (ears  from  the  eyes  of  the  old,  the  Mck, 
and  the  poor!  Away  with  ye — away  with  ye!  you  may  be 
formed  in  the  image  of  the  Maker,  but  Satan  dwells  m  your 
heart.  Away  with  ye,  I  say  1  I  am  moumfiil,  and  the  sight  of 
ye  brings  bitter  thouglits." 

Benjamin  ceased  thumbing  his  money,  and  raised  his  head  at 
the  instant  that  Hiram,  who  was  thrown  oft'  his  guard  by  the 
invectives  of  the  hunter,  unluckily  trusted  hb  person  within 
reach  of  the  steward,  who  grasped  one  of  his  legs,  with  a  hand 
(hat  had  the  grip  of  a  vice,  and  whirled  the  magistrate  from  Ikis 
feet,  before  he  had  cither  time  to  collect  his  senses  or  to  exercise 
the  strength  he  did  really  possess.  Benjamin  wanted  neither 
proportions  nor  manhood  in  his  head,  shoulders,  and  arms, 
tbough  all  the  rest  of  bis  frame  appeared  to  be  originally 
intended  for  a  very  different  sort  of  a  man.  He  exerted  his 
physical  powers  on  the  present  occasion,  with  much  discretion  ; 
and  as  he  had  taken  his  antagonist  at  a  great  disadvantage, 
the  struggle  resulted,  very  soon,  in  Benjamin  getting  the  magis- 
trate lixed  in  a  posture  somewhat  similar  to  his  own,  and 
manfully  placed  fac«  to  face. 

"  You're  a  ship's  cousin,  I  tell  ye,  Master  Doo- but-little," 
roared  the  steward  ;  "some  such  mntter  as  a  ship's  cousin,  sir. 
I  know  you,  I  do,  with  your  faii^weatber  speeches  to  Squire 
Dickens,  to  his  face,  and  then  you  go  and  sarve  out  your 
grumbling  to  all  the  old  women  in  the  town,  do  ye.  Au't  it 
enough  for  any  ChnstJHn,  let  him  harbor  never  so  much  malice, 
to  get  an  honest  old  fellow  laid  by  the  heels  in  this  fashion, 
without  carrying  sail  so  hard  on  tbe  poor  dog,  as  if  you  would 
ran  him  down  as  he  lay  at  his  anchors?  But  Tve  logged  many 
a  hard  thing  against  your  name,  mast«r,  and  now  the  time's 
come  to  foot  up  the  day's  work,  d'ye  see ;  so  square  yourself 
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you  lubber,  8qu<are  yourself,  and  we'll  soon  know  who's  the  bet- 
ter man." 

**  Jotham  !"  cried  the  frightened  magistrate — "  Jothara  I  call 
in  the  constables.  Mr.  Penguillium,  I  command  the  peace— I 
order  you  to  keep  the  peace." 

"  There's  been  more  peace  than  love  atwixt  us,  master,"  cried 
the  steward,  making  some  very  unequivocal  demonstrations 
towards  hostility;  "so  mind  yourself!  square  yourself^  I  say ! 
do  you  smell  this  here  bit  of  a  sledge-hammer  ]  " 

"  Lay  hands  on  me  if  you  dare  I "  exclaimed  Hiram,  as  well 
as  he  could  under  the  grasp  which  the  steward  held  on  his 
throttle — "  lay  hands  on  me  if  you  dare  ! " 

"  If  ye  call  this  laying,  master,  you  are  welcome  to  tlie  eggs," 
roared  the  steward. 

It  becomes  our  disagreeable  duty  to  record  here,  that  the  acts 
of  Benjamin  now  became  violent ;  for  he  darted  his  sledge- 
hammer violently  on  the  anvil  of  Mr.  DooHttle's  countenance, 
and  the  place  became,  in  an  instant,  a  scene  of  tumult  and 
confusion.  The  crowd  rushed  in  a  dense  circle  around  the 
spot,  while  some  ran  to  the  court-room  U:)  give  the  alarm,  and 
one  or  two  of  the  more  juvenile  part  of  the  multitude  had  a 
desperate  trial  of  speed  to  see  who  should  be  the  happy  man 
to  communicate  the  critical  situation  of  the  magistrate  to  his 
wife. 

Benjamin  worked  away  with  great  industry  and  a  good  deal 
of  skill,  at  his  occupation,  using  one  hand  to  raise  up  his  anta- 
gonist, while  he  knocked  him  over  with  the  other ;  for  he  would 
have  been  disgraced  in  his  own  estimation,  had  he  struck  a  blov/ 
on  a  fallen  adversary.  By  this  considerate  arrangement  he  had 
found  means  to  hammer  the  visage  of  Hiram  out  of  all  shape, 
by  the  time  Richard  succeeded  in  forcing  his  way  through  the 
throng  to  the  point  of  combat  The  Sheriff  afterwards  declared 
that,  independently  of  his  mortification,  as  preserver  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  at  this  interruption  to  its  harmony,  he  was 
never  so  grieved  in  his  life,  as  when  he  saw  this  breach  of  unity 


(18  THE     PtOHIBRS. 

between  his  lavoriles.  HirHin  hnd  id  twine  degree  become 
neccflsary  to  bis  vanity,  Hnd  Bf  njarnin,  BtraDge  as  it  may  appear, 
he  really  loved.  This  atlAchment  was  exhibited  in  the  first 
wordfl  that  he  uttered. 

**  Squire  Uooliltle !  Squire  Duolittle !  I  am  ashamed  to  see 
a  man  of  your  character  and  office  forget  liim-elf  so  much  as  to 
disturb  the  peace,  insult  the  court,  and  beat  poor  Benjatniu  in 
this  manner ! " 

At  the  sound  of  Mr.  Jones's  voice,  the  steward  ceased  his 
employment,  and  Hiram  hnd  an  opportunity  of  raising  his 
discomfited  visage  towards  the  mediator.  Emboldened  by 
the  sight  of  the  Sheri^  Mr.  Doolitlle  agitin  had  recourse  to 
his  lungH. 

"  I'll  have  the  law  on  you  for  this,"  lie  cried  desperately ; 
"  ril  have  the  law  on  you  for  this.  I  cull  on  you,  Mr.  Sheriff, 
to  seize  tills  man,  and  1  demand  that  you  tahe  his  body  itito 
custody." 

By  this  time  Richard  whs  master  of  the  true  stato  of  the  case, 
and,  turning  to  the  steward,  lie  said,  repronchfiilly — 

"  Benjamin,  how  came  you  in  the  stocks  f  I  always  thought 
you  were  mild  and  docile  as  a  lamb.  It  was  for  your  docility 
that  I  most  esteemed  yoii.  Benjamin  !  Benjamin  I  you  have 
not  only  di^raced  yourself,  hut  your  Iriends,  by  this  shameloai 
conduct.  Bless  me  I  bless  me  I  Mr.  Doolittle,  he  seems  to  have 
knocked  your  face  all  of  one  side.'' 

Hiram  by  this  time  had  got  on  his  feet  again,  and  witliout 
the  reach  of  the  steward,  when  he  broke  forth  in  violent  appeals 
for  vengeance.  The  offence  was  too  apparent  to  be  [>assed  over, 
and  the  Sheriff,  mindful  of  the  imimrtiality  exhibited  by  his 
cousin  in  the  recent  trial  of  the  Leather-stocking,  came  to  the 
painful  conclusion  that  it  was  necessary  to  commit  his  mnjor- 
domo  to  prison.  As  the  time  of  Natty's  punishment  wns 
expired,  and  Benjamin  found  that  they  were  to  be  ontined,  for 
that  night  at  least,  in  the  same  apartment,  he  made  no  very 
strong  objecUons  to  the  measure,  nor  spoke  of  bait,  though,  as 
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tbe  Sheriff  preceded  the  party  of  coDstables  that  conducted  them 
to  the  jail,  he  uttered  the  following  remonstrance : — 

*^  As  to  being  berthed  with  Master  6ump-ho  tor  a  night  or 
so,  it*s  but  little  I  think  of  it,  Squire  Dickens,  seeing  that  T  calls 
him  an  honest  man,  and  one  as  has  a  handy  way  with  boat- 
hooks  and  rifles ;  but  as  for  owning  that  a  man  desarves  any- 
thing worse  than  a  double  allowance,  for  knocking  that  carpen- 
ter's face  a-one-side,  as  you  call  it,  Pit  maintain  it's  ag'in  reason 
and  Christianity.  If  there's  a  bloodsucker  in  this  'ere  county, 
it's  that  very  chap.  Ay  !  I  know  him  !  and  if  he  hasn't  got  all 
the  same  as  dead  wood  in  his  head-works,  he  knows  sum'mat 
of  me.  Where's  the  mighty  harm,  Squire,  that  you  take  it  so 
much  to  heart  ?  It's  all  the  same  as  any  other  battle,  d'ye  see, 
sir,  being  broadside  to  broadside,  only  that  it  was  font  at  anchor, 
which  was  what  we  did  in  Port  Praya  roads,  when  Suff'ring 
came  in  among  us ;  and  a  suff'ring  time  he  had  of  it,  before  he 
got  out  again." 

Richar.l  thought  it  unworthy  of  him  to  make  any  reply  to 
this  speech ;  but  when  his  prisoners  were  safely  lodged  in  an 
outer  dungeon,  ordering  the  bolts  to  be  drawn  and  the  key 
turned,  he  withdrew. 

Benjamin  held  frequent  and  friendly  dialogues  with  different 
people,  through  the  iron  gratingn,  during  the  afternoon  ;  but 
his  companion  paced  their  narrow  limits,  in  his  moccasins,  with 
quick,  impatient  treads,  his  face  hanging  on  his  breast  in  dejec- 
tion, or  when  lifled,  at  moments,  to  the  idlers  at  the  window, 
lighted,  perhaps,  for  an  instant,  with  the  childish  aspect  of  aged 
forgetfulncss,  which  would  vanish  directly  in  an  expression  of 
deep  and  obvious  anxiety. 

At  the  close  of  the  day,  Edwards  was  seen  at  the  window,  in 
earnest  dialogue  with  his  friend  ;  and  after  he  de[)arted,  it  was 
thought  that  he  had  communicated  words  of  comfort  to  the 
hunter,  who  threw  himself  on  his  pallet,  and  was  soon  in  a  deep 
sleep.  The  curious  spectators  had  exhausted  the  conversation 
of  the  steward,  who  had  drunk  good  fellowship  with  half  of  his 
acquaintance,  and  as  Natty  was  no  longer  in  motion,  by  eight 
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Aod  to  iTold  the  fiw'i  pll^aL^ 
Wllb  iinnlal  fnl  Uieir  cinla  to't ; 
And  till  nil  roar  wan  oal  at  •mil, 
And  diiusc  loo.  m'oc  looked  buhliid. 

HCDULM. 

As  tbe  shades  of  eveoing  approached,  tbe  jurc^  witressee, 
and  other  atteodante  on  the  court,  began  to  di&perse,  and  before 
Ditie  o'clock  the  vilUge  was  quiet,  and  it«  streets  nearly  deserted. 
At  that  hour  Judge  Temple  and  his  daughter,  followed  at  a 
abort  distance  by  Louisa  Gmnt,  walked  slowly  down  the  avenue, 
under  the  shgbt  shadows  of  the  young  poplars,  holding  the 
following  discourse : — 

"  You  can  best  soothe  his  wounded  spirit,  my  child,"  said 
Harmaduke  ;  "  but  it  will  be  dangerous  to  touch  on  the  nature 
of  his  offence;  the  sanctity  of  the  laws  must  be  respected." 

"Surely,  sir,"  cried  the  impatient  Elizabeth,  "those  laws  that 
condemn  a  man  like  the  Leather-slocking  to  so  severe  a  punish- 
ment, for  an  offince  that  even  I  must  think  very  venial,  cannot 
be  perfect  in  themselves." 

"  Thou  talkest  of  what  thou  dost  not  understand,  Elizabeth," 
returned  her  father.  "  Society  cannot  exist  without  wholesome 
restraints.  Those  restrunts  cannot  be  inflicted,  without  security 
and  respect  to  the  persons  of  those  who  administer  them  ;  and 
it  would  sound  ill  indeed  to  report,  that  a  judge  had  e;itended 
Tdvor  to  a  convicted  criminal,  because  he  had  saved  the  life  of 
his  child." 

"  I  see — I  see  the  difficulty  of  your  situaUon,  dear  sir,"  cried 
the  daughter  ;  "  but  in  appreciating  the  offence  of  poor  Natty, 
I  cannot  separate  the  minister  of  the  Isw  from  the  man." 

"There  thou  talkest  as  a  woman,  child;  it  is  not  for  an 
18* 
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nw  commission,  fatlu-r,  and  K't  me  |»ro< 

'Ww  Ju<1lj«'  j»au<«-d  a  munK*nt,  smil 
and  tli«-'n  dropjM-d  his  hand  atl^clionate 
answ«*r«jd — 

"  Thou  hast  reason,  Bess,  and  much 
lies  too  near  thy  head.  But  listen  :  in 
hundred  dollars.  Go  to  the  prison— 
place  to  harm  thee — give  this  note  to  t 
seest  Bumppo,  say  what  thou  wilt  to 
scope  to  the  feelings  of  thy  warm  hear 
Elizabeth,  that  the  laws  alone  remove 
the  savages ;  that  he  has  been  crimina 
thy  fether." 

Miss  Temple  made  no  reply,  but  she 
held  the  pocket-book  to  her  bosom,  s 
the  arm,  they  issued  together  from  the 
cipal  street  of  the  village. 

As  they  pursued  their  walk  in  sil< 
houses,  where  the  deej)er  gloom  of  the 
cealed  their  persons,  no  sound  reach 
slow  tread  of  a  yoke  of  oxen,  with  the  r; 
moving  along  the  street  in  the  same  d 
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as  a  reward  for  their  patjeot  labor.  The  whole  of  this  was  so 
natural,  and  bo  common,  that  Elizabeth  saw  nothing  to  induce 
a  second  glance  at  the  team,  until  she  heard  the  teamster 
speaking  to  his  cattle  in  a  low  voice  : — 

"Mind  yourself,  Brindle;  will  you,  sir!  will  you  I" 

Tlie  language  itself  was  unusual  to  oxen,  with  which  all  who 
dwell  in  a  new  country  are  familiiir ;  but  there  was  somethiog 
in  the  voice  also,  that  atartlitd  Miss  Temple  On  turning  the 
comer,  she  necessarily  approached  the  man,  and  her  look  waa 
enabled  to  detect  the  person  of  Oliver  Edwnrds,  concenled  under 
the  coai^e  garb  of  a  teamster.  Their  eyes  met  at  the  same 
instant,  and,  not  withs  Ian  ding  the  gloom,  nnd  lb"  enveloping 
cloak  of  Elizabeth,  the  recognition  was  mutual. 

"  Uiss  Temple  '"  "  Mr.  Edwards  I"  were  exclaimed  simulla- 
ncously,  though  a  feeling  that  seemed  common  to  both,  ren- 
dered the  words  nearly  inaudible. 

"  Ja  it  possible  1"  exclaimed  Edwards,  after  the  moment  of 
doubt  had  passed  ;  "  do  I  see  you  so  nigh  the  jail !  but  yoa 
are  going  to  the  Rectory  ;  I  beg  pardon.  Miss  Grant,  I  believe  ; 
I  did  not  recognise  you  at  lirst" 

The  sigh  which  Louisa  uttered  was  so  faint,  that  it  was  only 
heard  by  Eliaibeth,  who  replied  quickly — 

"  We  arc  going  not  only  to  the  jail,  Mr.  Edwards,  but  into 
it  We  wish  to  show  the  Leather-stocking  that  we  do  not  for- 
g.;t  his  services,  and  that  at  the  same  time  we  must  be  just,  we 
are  also  grateful.  I  suppose  you  are  on  a  simitar  errand  ;  but 
let  me  beg  that  you  will  give  us  leave  to  precede  you  ten 
minutes:  Good  night,  sir ;  1 — I — am  quite  sorry,  Mr.  Edwards, 
to  see  you  reduced  to  such  labor;  I  am  sure  my  father 
would " 

"  1  shall  wait  your  pleasure,  madam,"  interrupted  the  youth, 
coldly.   "  Miy  I  beg  th  it  you  will  not  men^on  my  being  here  f 

"  Certainly,"'  said  Elizabeth,  returning  liis  bow  by  a  slight 
inclination  of  her  head,  and  ur^ng  the  tardy  Louisa  forward. 
As  they  entered  the  jailor's  house,  however,  Miss  Grant  found 
loaure  to  whisper — 
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"  Would  it  not  be  well  to  offer  part  of  your  money  to  Oliver! 
half  of  it  will  pay  the  fine  of  Bumppo  ;  and  he  is  so  unused  to 
hardships  I  I  am  sure  my  father  will  subscribe  much  of  hia 
little  pittance,  to  place  him  in  a  station  that  is  more  worthy  of 
him." 

The  involuntary  smile  that  passed  over  the  features  of  Eliza- 
beth was  blended  with  an  expression  of  deep  and  heartfelt 
pity.  She  did  not  reply,  however,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
jailor  soon  recalled  the  thoughts  of  both  to  the  object  of  their 
visit. 

The  rescue  of  the  ladies,  and  their  consequent  interest  in  his 
prisoner,  together  with  the  informal  manners  that  prevailed  in 
the  country,  all  united  to  prevent  any  surprise,  on  the  part  of 
the  jailor,  at  their  request  for  admission  to  Bumppo.  The  note 
of  Judge  Temple,  however,  would  have  silenced  all  objections, 
if  he  had  felt  them,  and  he  led  the  way  without  hesitation  to 
the  apartment  that  held  the  prisoners.  The  instant  the  key 
was  put  into  the  lock,  the  hoarse  voice  of  Benjamin  was  heard, 
demanding — 

**  Yo  !  hoy !  who  comes  there  ? " 

"  Some  visitors  that  youMl  be  glad  to  see,"  returned  the  jailor. 
"  What  have  you  done  to  the  lock,  that  it  won't  turn  ?" 

"  Ilandsomely,  handsomely,  master,"  cried  the  steward  ;  **  I 
have  just  drove  a  nail  into  a  berth  along-side  of  this  here  bolt, 
as  a  stopper,  d'ye  see,  so  that  Master  Do-but-little  can't  be  run- 
ning in  and  breezing  up  another  fight  atwixt  us ;  for,  to  my 
account,  there'll  be  but  a  ban-yan  with  me  soon,  seeing  that 
they'll  mulct  me  of  my  Spaniards,  all  the  same  as  if  I'd  over- 
flogged  the  lubber.  Throw  your  ship  into  the  wind,  and  lay 
by  for  a  small  matter,  will  ye  ?  and  I'll  soon  clear  a  passage.** 

The  sounds  of  hammering  gave  an  assurance  that  the  steward 
was  in  earnest,  and  in  a  short  time  the  lock  yielded,  when  the 
door  was  opened. 

Benjamin  had  evidently  been  anticipating  the  seizure  of  his 
money,  for  he  had  made  frequent  demands  on  the  favorite 
cask  at  the  "  Bold  Dragoon,"  during  the  afternoon  and  evenings 
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aud  was  now  in  that  state  which  by  marine  imagery  is  called 
"  half-seas-over."  It  was  no  easy  thing  to  destroy  the  balance 
of  the  old  tar  by  the  effects  of  liquor,  for,  as  he  expressed  it 
himself,  "  he  was  too  low-rigged  not  to  carry  sail  in  all  wea- 
thers;'* but  he  was  precisely  in  that  condition  which  is  so 
expressively  termed  "  muddy."  When  he  perceived  who  the 
visitors  were,  he  retreated  to  the  side  of  the  room  where  his 
pallet  lay,  and,  regardless  of  the  presence  of  his  young  mistress, 
seated  himself  on  it  with  an  air  of  great  sobriety,  placing  his 
back  firmly  against  the  wall. 

^*If  you  undertake  to  spoil  my  locks  in  this  manner,  Mr. 
Pump,"  said  the  jailor,  ^*  I  shall  put  a  stopper,  as  you  call  it,  on 
your  legs,  and  tie  you  down  to  your  bed." 

'*  What  for  should  ye,  master  ?"  grumbled  Benjamin  ;  "  I've 
rode  out  one  squall  to-day  anchored  by  the  heels,  and  I  wants 
no  more  of  them  Where  s  the  harm  of  doing  all  the  same  as 
yourself?  Leave  that  there  door  free  outboard,  and  you'll  find 
no  locking  inboard,  I'll  promise  ye." 

''  I  must  shut  up  for  the  night  at  nine,"  said  the  jailor,  **  and 
it's  now  forty-two  minutes  past  eight"  He  placed  the  little 
candle  on  a  rough  pine-table,  and  withdrew. 

*^  Leather-stocking  I"  said  Elizabeth,  when  the  key  of  the  door 
was  turned  on  them  again,  '*  my  good  friend  Leather-stocking  I 
I  have  come  on  a  message  of  gratitude.  Had  you  submitted 
to  the  search,  worthy  old  man,  the  death  of  the  deer  would 
have  been  a  trifle,  and  all  would  have  been  well " 

*^  Submit  to  the  sarch !"  interrupted  Natty,  raising  his  face 
from  resting  on  his  knees,  without  rising  from  the  corner  where 
he  had  seated  himself;  *M'ye  think,  gal,  I  would  let  such  a 
varmint  into  my  hut  ?  No,  no — I  wouldn't  have  opened  the 
door  to  your  own  sweet  countenance  then.  But  they  are 
wilcome  to  sarch  among  the  coals  and  ashes  now ;  theyll  find 
only  some  such  heap  as  is  to  be  seen  at  every  pot-ashery  in  the 
mountains." 

The  old  man  drop})ed  his  face  again  on  one  hand,  and 
seemed  to  be  lost  in  melancholy. 
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"Tlici  lint  cnii  be  rebuilt,  and  made  better  ttian  before," 
returned  Miss  Templi; ;  "  and  it  ghnll  be  my  office  to  aee  it 
done,  wlien  your  iiiijirisonmcnt  is  ended." 

"  Can  ye  riiise  the  dc nd,  cliild !"  said  Natly,  in  a  sorrowful 
voicp:  "cjin  ye  go  into  the  place  where  you've  laid  your 
t»tber«,  UTid  motliera,  and  children,  and  giitbcr  together  their 
iishtis,  anil  make  the  same  men  and  trumen  o(  them  as  afore  I 
Vuii  do  nut  know  what  'tis  to  lay  your  head  for  mure  than 
forty  yeai's  iindor  ihu  cover  of  the  same  logs,  and  to  look  on  the 
same  things  for  the  better  part  of  a  man's  life.  Vou  are  young 
yL't,  child,  but  you  are  one  of  the  most  |)pecioUj  of  God's  crea- 
ters.  I  had  a  hn(>e  for  ye  that  it  might  come  to  pass,  but  it's 
nil  over  now ;  ihia  put  to  that,  will  drive  the  thing  quite  out 
of  liis  niind  for  ever," 

Miss  Temple  must  have  understood  the  meaning  of  the 
old  man  better  than  the  other  listeners ;  for,  while  Louisa  stood 
?ntly  by  her  side,  commiserating  the  griefs  of  the 
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*•  Forget  you,  Miss  Lizzy,"  returned  the  stewaid ;  "if  I  do, 
dam'ine  ;  you  are  not  to  be  forgot,  like  Goody  Pretty  bones,  up 
at  the  big  house  there.  1  say,  old  sharp-shooter,  she  may  have 
pretty  bones,  but  I  can't  say  so  much  for  her  flesh,  d'ye  see,  for 
she  looks  somewhat  Hke  an  atomy  with  another  man's  jacket  on. 
Now,  for  the  skin  of  her  face,  it's  nil  the  same  as  a  new  top-sail 
with  a  taut  bolt-rope,  being  snug  at  the  leaches,  but  all  in  a  bight 
about  the  inner  cloths." 

"  Peace — I  command  you  to  be  silent,  sir  !"  said  Elizabeth. 

**  Ay,  ay,  ma'am,"  returned  the  steward.  "  You  didn't  say  I 
shouldn't  drink,  though." 

"  We  will  not  speak  of  what  is  to  become  of  others,  *  said 
Miss  Temple,  turning  again  to  the  hunter — "  but  of  your  own 
fortunes.  Natty.  It  shall  be  my  care  to  see  that  you  pass  the 
rest  of  your  days  in  ease  and  plenty." 

"  Ease  and  plenty !"  again  repeated  the  Leather-stocking ; 
**  what  ease  can  there  be  to  an  old  man,  who  must  walk  a  mile 
across  the  open  fields,  before  he  can  find  a  shade  to  hide 
him  from  a  scorching  sun  !  or  what  plenty  is  there  where  you 
may  hunt  a  day,  and  not  start  a  buck,  or  see  anything  bigger 
than  a  mink,  or  maybe  a  stray  fox  !  Ah  !  I  shall  have  a  hard 
time  after  them  very  beavers,  for  this  fine.  I  must  go  low 
toward  the  Pennsylvany  line  in  search  of  the  creaters,  maybe  a 
hundred  mile ;  for  they  are  not  to  be  got  here-away.  No,  no, 
— your  betterments  and  clearings  have  druv  the  knowing  things 
out  of  the  country ;  and  instead  of  beaver-dams,  which  is  the 
nater  of  the  animal,  and  according  to  Providence,  you  turn  back 
the  waters  over  the  low  gu^unds  with  your  mill-dams,  as  if 
'twas  in  man  to  stay  the  drops  from  going  where  He  wills  them 
to  go. — Benny,  unless  you  stop  your  hand  from  going  so  often 
to  your  mouth,  you  won't  be  ready  to  start  when  the  time 
comes." 

**  Hark'ee,  Master  Bump-ho,"  said  the  steward ;  **  don't  you 
fiear  for  Ben.  When  the  watch  is  called,  set  me  on  ray  legs, 
and  give  me  the  bearings  and  distance  of  where  you  waul 
U)  steer,  and  I'll  carry  sail  with  the  best  of  you,  I  will." 
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"The  timo  has  come  now,"  said  the  hunter,  Ibtonin^; 
^  I  hear  the  horns  of  the  oxen  rubbing  ag*in  the  side  of  the 
jail." 

**  Well,  say  the  word,  and  then  heave  ahead,  shipmate,"  said 
Benjamin. 

**  You  won't  botrjiy  us,  gal  ?"  said  Natty,  looking  simply  into 
the  face  of  Eliz:ibeth — "  vou  won't  IxHrav  an  old  man,  who 
craves  to  breathe  the  cl»'ar  air  of  heaven  ?  I  mean  no  harm  ; 
and  if  the  law  says  that  I  must  pay  the  hundred  dollars,  I'll  take 
the  seiison  through,  but  it  shall  Ix'  forthcoming*;  and  this  good 
man  will  hol}»  me." 

**  You  catch  them,"  said  IVnjamin,  with  a  sweeping  gesture 
of  his  arm,  ''  and  if  they  get  away  again,  call  me  a  slink,  that's 
all." 

"  But  what  mean  you  ?"  cried  the  wondering  Elizabeth. 
**  lien*  you  must  stay  for  thirty  days ;  but  I  have  the  money  for 
your  line  in  this  purse.  Take  it ;  pay  it  in  the  morning,  and 
summon  patience  for  your  month.  I  will  come  often  to 
see  you,  with  my  friend ;  we  will  make  up  your  clothes  with  our 
own  hands ;  indeinl,  indivd,  you  shjill  be  comfortable." 

**  Would  ye,  children  ?"  said  Natty,  advancing  across  the 
floor  with  an  air  of  kindness,  and  taking  the  hand  of  Elizabeth  ; 
**  would  ye  be  so  kearful  of  an  old  man,  and  just  for  shooting 
the  beast  which  cost  him  nothing  ?  Such  things  doesn^t  run  in 
the  blood,  I  believe,  fur  you  seem  not  to  forget  a  fevor.  Your 
little  fingers  couldn't  do  much  on  a  buck-skin,  nor  be  you  used 
to  such  a  thread  as  sinews.  But  if  he  hasn't  got  past  hearing, 
he  shall  hear  it  and  know  it,  that  he  may  see,  like  me,  there  is 
some  who  know  how  to  remember  a  kindness." 

"  Tell  him  nothing,"  cried  Eiizal)eth,  earnestly ;  "  if  you  love 
me,  if  you  regard  my  feelings,  tell  him  nothing.  It  is  of  your- 
self only  I  would  talk,  and  for  youi-self  only  I  act.  I  grieve, 
Leather-stocking,  that  the  law  rtH^uires  that  you  should  be 
detained  here  so  long ;  but,  afttT  all,  it  will  be  only  a  short 
month,  and " 

"  A  month !"  exclaimed  Natty,  oi)ening  his  mouth  with  his 
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usual  laugh ;  "  not  a  day,  nor  a  night,  but  an  huur,  gal.  Judgo 
Temple  may  sintence,  but  he  can't  keep,  without  a  better  dun- 
geon than  tlib.  I  was  taken  once  by  the  French,  and  they  put 
sixty-two  of  us  in  a  block-house,  nigh  hand  to  old  Frontinnc; 
but  'twas  easy  to  cut  through  a  pine  log  to  them  that  was  uaed 
to  timber."  The  hunter  paused,  and  looked  cautiously  around 
the  room,  when,  laughing  again,  he  shoved  the  steward  gently 
from  his  post,  and  removing  the  bed-clothes,  discovered  a  hole 
recently  cut  in  the  logs  with  a  mallet  and  chisel.  "  It's  only  a 
kick,  and  the  outside  piece  is  oS^  and  then " 

"Off!  ay,  off!"  cried  Benjamin,  rousing  from  his  stupor; 
"  well,  here's  off.  Ay  I  ay  1  you  catch  'em,  and  I'll  hold  on  to 
tJiem  said  beaver-hats." 

"  I  fear  this  lad  will  trouble  me  much,"  said  Natty ;  "  'twill 
be  a  hard  pull  for  the  mountain,  should  they  take  thescent  soon, 
and  he  is  not  in  a  state  of  mind  to  run." 

"  Run  ?'  echoed  the  steward ;  "  no,  sheer  along-side,  and  let's 
have  a  6glit  of  it" 

"  Peace  T  ordered  Elizabeth. 

"Ay,  ay,  ma'am." 

"  You  will  not  leave  us,  surely,  Leather-stocking,"  continued 
Miss  Temple ;  "  I  beseech  you,  reflect  that  you  will  be  driven 
to  the  woods  entirely,  and  that  you  are  fast  getting  old.  Be 
patient  for  a  little  time,  when  yon  can  go  abroad  openly,  and 
with  honor." 

"  Is  there  beaver  to  be  catched  here,  gal  V 

"  If  not,  here  is  money  to  discharge  the  fine,  and  in  a  month 
you  are  free.     See,  here  it  U  in  gold." 

"  Gold  1"  said  Natty,  with  a  kind  of  childish  curiosity ;  "  it's 
long  sin'  I've  seen  a  gold  piece.  We  used  to  get  the  broad  joes, 
in  tbe  old  war,  as  plenty  as  tbe  beare  be  now.  I  remember  there 
was  a  man  in  Dieskau's  army,  that  was  killed,  who  had  a  dozen 
ur*the  shining  things  sewed  up  in  hisshirt  I  didn't  handle  them 
mjiseir,  but  I  seen  them  cut  out  with  my  own  eyes  ;  they  was 
tngger  and  brightei  than  them  be." 
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^  Tliese  are  English  guineas,  and  are  yoars,*'  said  Elicabeth ; 
**  an  earnest  of  what  shall  be  done  for  yoa.*' 

"  Me  !  why  should  you  give  me  this  treasure  T  said  Natty, 
looking  earnestly  at  the  maiden. 

"  Why !  have  you  not  saved  my  life  ?  did  you  n«.it  rescue  me 
from  the  jaws  of  the  beast  ?"  exclaimed  Elizabeth,  veiling  her 
eyes,  as  if  to  hide  some  hideous  object  from  her  new. 

The  hunter  took  the  money,  and  continued  turning  it  in  hia 
hand  for  some  time,  piece  by  piece,  talkihg  aloud  during  tlie 
operation. 

"  There's  a  rifle,  they  say,  out  on  the  Cherry  Valley,  Uiat  will 
carry  a  hundred  rods  and  kill.  Tve  seen  good  guns  in  my  day, 
but  none  quite  equal  to  that  A  hundred  rods  with  any  sar- 
tainty  is  great  shooting !  Well,  well — Ym  old,  and  the  gun  I 
have  will  answer  my  time.  Here,  child,  take  back  your  gold. 
But  the  hour  has  come ;  I  hear  him  talking  to  the  cattle,  and  I 
must  be  going.  You  won't  tell  of  us,  gal — ^you  won't  tell  of  us, 
wUl  ye  r 

""  Tell  of  you  T'  echoed  Elizabeth.  ''  But  take  the  money, 
old  man ;  take  the  money,  even  if  you  go  into  the  moun- 
tains.'* 

^  No,  no,"  said  Natty,  shaking  his  head  kindly ;  ^  I  would  not 
rob  you  so  for  twenty  rifles.  But  there's  one  thing  you  can 
do  for  me,  if  ye  will,  that  no  other  is  at  hand  to  do." 

"  Name  it — name  it." 

"  Why,  it's  only  to  buy  a  canister  of  powder ; — ^'twill  c<j»t 
two  silver  dollars.  Benny  Pump  has  the  money  ready,  but  wo 
daren't  come  into  the  town  to  get  it.  Nobody  has  it  but  the 
Frenchman.  'Tis  of  the  best,  and  just  suits  a  rifle.  Will  you 
get  it  for  me,  gal  ? — say,  will  you  get  it  for  me  ?" 

"  Will  I !  1  will  bring  it  to  you.  Leather-stocking,  though  I 
toil  a  day  in  quest  of  you  through  the  woods.  But  where  shall 
I  find  you,  and  how  ?" 

"  Where !''  said  Natty,  musing  a  moment — ^  to-morrow,  on 
the  Vision ;  on  the  very  top  of  the  Vision,  HI  meet  you,  child, 
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jaet  as  the  sun  gets  over  out  heads.  See  that  it's  the  fine  graia ; 
you*ll  kiiun  it  by  the  gioss  and  the  price." 

"I  will  do  it,"  sud  Elizabeth,  firmly. 

Natty  now  seated  himself,  and,  placing  his  feet  in  the  hole, 
with  a  slight  effort  he  opened  n  passage  through  into  the  street. 
The  ladies  heard  the  rustling  of  hay,  aod  well  understood  the 
reason  why  Edward  was  in  the  ca[iadty  of  a  tearaster. 

"Come,  Benny,"  said  the  hunter;  "'twill  be  no  darker  to- 
night, fur  the  moon  will  rise  in  an  honr." 

"  Stay  1"  exclaimed  Elizabeth ;  "  it  should  not  be  said  that 
yon  escaped  in  the  presence  of  the  daughter  of  Judge  Temple. 
Return,  Leather^tocking,  and  let  us  retire,  before  you  execnte 
your  plan." 

Natty  was  about  to  reply,  when  tlie  approaching  footsteps  of 
the  jailor  announced  tlie  necessily  of  his  immediate  return. 
He  had  baraly  time  to  reg^n  his  feet,  and  to  conceal  the  hole 
with  the  bed-clothes,  ocrues  which  Benjamin  very  opportunely 
fell,  before  the  key  was  turned,  and  the  door  of  the  apartment 
opened. 

"  Isn't  Miss  Temple  ready  to  go  f"  said  the  civil  jailor  : — "  it's 
the  usual  hour  for  locking  up.'' 

"I  fijiow you, sir,"  returned  Eliiobeth, "good  night,  Leather- 
stocking." 

"It's  a  fine  grain,  gal,  and  I  think  'twill  cany  lead  further 
than  common.  I  am  getting  old,  and  can't  follow  up  the  game 
with  the  step  tliat  1  used  to  could." 

Misa  Temple  waved  her  hand  for  silence,  and  preceded 
Louisa  and  the  keeper  from  the  apartment.  Tlio  man  turned 
the  key  once,  and  ob^rved  that  he  would  return  and  secure  hia 
prisoners,  when  he  had  lighted  the  ladiee  to  tlie  street.  Accord- 
ingly, they  pnrtt^d  at  the  door  of  the  building,  when  the  jailor 
retired  to  his  dungeons,  and  the  ladies  walked,  with  throbbing 
hearts,  towards  the  comer. 

"  N'^w  the  Leather-stocking  refuses  the  money,"  wbispered 
Louisa,  "  it  can  all  be  given  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  that  added 
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' Lisfen !"  said  Elizubeth  ;  "I  bear  the  rustling  of  Uie  hay; 
tliey  are  escajiing  ai  Ibis  moment     Oli  1  they  will  be  detected 

Dy  this  ^mo  tbey  were  at  the  comer,  where  Edwards  and 
Natty  were  in  tlie  net  of  drawing  tlio  almost  helpless  body  of 
lienj^tniu  through  the  aperture.  The  oxen  had  started  hack 
troin  their  hay,  and  were  standing  with  their  heads  down  tLa 
street,  leuviijg  room  fur  the  party  to  ad,  in. 

"Throw  the  hay  into  the  cart,"  siud  Edwards,  "or  they  will 
Eiupect  Iiuw  it  has  been  done.  Quick,  that  they  may  not 
Bee  it." 

Natty  had  just  returned  from  esecuting  this  order,  when  the 
light  of  the  keeper's  candle  shone  through  the  hole,  and 
instantly  his  voice  was  heard  in  the  jiul,  exclaiming  for  hia 
prisoners. 

"  ^\'hiit  is  to  bo  done  now  ?"  said  Rlwards — "  this  drunken 
r  detection,  and  we  have  not  a  moment  to 
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"  La^  him  in  the  cnrt,  and  start  the  ozcn ;  do  one  will  look 
there." 

"  There's  a  woman's  quickoees  in  the  thought,"  raid  tlie 

The  proposition  was  no  sooner  made  than  executed.  The 
steward  was  seated  on  the  haj,  and  ecJoiDed  to  hold  liis  peace, 
and  apply  the  goad  that  was  placed  in  his  hand,  while  the  oxen 
were  urged  on.  So  soon  as  this  nirangement  was  completed, 
Kdwards  and  the  hunter  stole  along  the  houses  for  a  short  dis' 
tance,  when  thuy  disappeared  through  an  opening  that  led  into 
the  rear  of  the  buildings.  The  oxen  were  in  bnsk  motion,  and 
presently  the  cries  of  pursuit  wero  heard  in  the  street.  I'he 
ladies  quickened  their  pace,  with  a  wish  to  Oicape  the  crowd  of 
constables  and  idlers  that  were  approaching,  some  execrating, 
and  Rome  laughing  at  the  exploit  of  the  prisoners.  In  the  con- 
fusion, the  voice  of  Kirby  was  plainly  distinguishable  above  all 
the  others,  shouting  and  swearing  that  he  would  have  the  fugi- 
tives, threatening  to  bring  back  Natty  in  one  pocket,  and  Ben- 
jamin in  the  other. 

"  Spread  yourselves,  men,"  ha  cried,  as  he  passed  the  ladies, 
his  heavy  feet  sounding  along  the  street  like  tlie  tread  of  a 
dozen  ;  "  spread  yourselves ;  to  the  mountains ;  they'll  be  in 
the  mountain  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  look  out  for  a 
long  rifle." 

His  cries  were  echoed  from  twenty  moutlw,  fiw  not  only  the 
jail,  but  the  taverns  had  sent  forth  their  numbers,  some  earnest 
in  the  pursuit,  and  others  joining  it  as  in  sport. 

A.^  Elizabeth  turned  in  at  her  father's  gate,  she  saw  the  wood- 
chopper  stop  at  the  cart,  when  she  gave  Benjamin  up  for  lost. 
While  they  were  hurrying  up  the  walk,  two  ligares,  stealing 
cautiously  but  quickly  under  the  shades  of  the  trees,  met  the 
eyes  of  the  ladies,  and  in  a  monient  Edwards  and  the  hunter 
crossed  their  path. 

"  Uiss  Temple,  I  may  never  see  you  again,"  exclaimed  the 
joxtlh  ;  "  let  me  thank  you  for  all  your  kindness  ;  you  do  not, 
cannot  know,  my  motives." 
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^^FIt!  At  r  cried  EEabech:--'' the  TiUa^isahniied.  Do 
GoC  be  ixmd  cooTi^rsng  with  me  .it  such  a  moment^  and  ra 
tliese  groondsw'* 

*^  Xar,  I  most  s{W9k,  thon^  detectioo  were  certiuiL." 

^  Your  retrcAS  to  the  brvJ^  is  slreadj  cut  off;  belbre  jon 
CSD  gain  the  wood  yoor  poisoers  will  be  there. — If — ^" 

'^  If  what  P  cried  the  Toath.  ^  Voor  jKlvice  has  saved  me 
ooce  aheadr ;  I  will  ioUow  it  to  death.^ 

"'  The  street  is  now  silent  and  vacant.^  said  Eiizaheth,  after  a 
pause;  **crues  it.  and  voa  will  find  my  &ther'*8  boat  in  the 
lake.  It  would  be  easy  to  land  from  it  where  voa  please  in  the 
hilk'* 

^  But  Jadge  Tennple  might  complain  of  the  trespass." 

*^  His  daogfater  shall  be  accountable,  sir.^ 

The  youth  uttered  something  in  a  low  voice,  that  was  heard 
only  by  Dizabeth,  and  turned  to  execute  what  she  had  sug- 
gested. As  they  were  separating,  Natty  approached  the 
females,  and  said — 

"  You'll  remember  the  canister  of  powder,  children.  Them 
beavers  must  be  had,  and  I  and  the  pups  be  getting  old ;  we 
want  the  best  of  ammunitioc." 

**  Come,  Natty,"  sjud  Edwards,  impatiently. 

"  Coming,  lad,  coming.  God  bless  you,  young  ones,  both  of 
ye,  for  ye  mean  well  and  kindly  to  the  old  man." 

The  ladies  paused  until  they  had  lost  sight  of  the  retreating 
figures,  when  they  immediately  entered  the  Mansion-house. 

While  this  scene  was  passing  in  the  walk,  Eirby  had  over- 
taken the  cart,  which  was  his  own,  and  had  been  driven  by 
Edwards  without  asking  the  owner,  from  the  place  where  the 
patient  oxen  usually  stood  at  evening,  waiting  the  pleasure  of 
their  master. 

"  Woa — come  hither.  Golden,"  he  cried ;  "  why,  how  come 
you  off  the  end  of  the  bridgo,  where  I  left  you,  dummies  ?'* 

"  Heave  ahead,"  muttered  Benjamin,  giving  a  random  blow 
fvith  his  lash,  that  alighted  on  the  shoulder  of  the  other. 

"  Who  the  devil  be  you  r  cried  Billy,  turning  round  in  sur- 


prise,  but  noable  to  diatingaish,  in  tho  durk,  tlie  hard  Tisogn 
that  was  just  peering  over  the  cart-nule. 

"  Who  be  1 1  why  I'm  helmsman  aboard  of  this  here  craft, 
d'ye  see,  and  a  strught  wake  I'm  making  of  it.  Aj,  ay  I  I've 
got  the  bridge  right  ahead,  and  the  bilboea  dead-aft ;  I  calls 
that  good  steerage,  boy.     Heave  ahead." 

"  Lay  your  lash  in  the  right  spot,  Mr.  Bennf  Pump,"  said 
the  wood-chopper,  "or  I'll  put  you  in  tlie  palm  of  my  hand, 
and  box  your  ears.     Where  be  you  going  with  my  team  !" 

"TeamT 

"  Ay,  my  cart  and  ojen." 

"  Why,  you  must  know.  Master  Kirby,  that  the  Leather- 
stocking  and  I — that'B  Benny  Pump — you  knows  Ben ) — well, 
Benny  and  I — no,  me  and  Benny  ;  dam'me  if  I  know  how  'tis; 
but  some  of  ua  are  bound  after  a  cargo  of  beaver-skins,  d'yo 
see,  and  bo  we've  premed  the  cart  to  ship  them  'ome  in.  I  Hay, 
Master  Kirby,  what  a  lubberly  oar  you  pull — ^you  handle  nn  oar, 
boy,  pretty  much  as  a  cow  would  a  musket,  or  a  lady  would  a 
marling-sfnhe." 

Billy  had  discovered  the  state  of  the  steward's  mind,  and  ho 
walked  for  some  lame  alongside  of  the  cart,  musing  with  him- 
teli,  when  he  took  the  goad  from  Benjamin  (who  fell  back  on 
the  hay  and  wns  soon  asleep),  and  drove  his  cattle  down  the 
street,  over  the  bridge,  and  up  the  mountain,  towards  acleoring, 
in  which  he  was  to  work  the  next  day,  without  any  other 
interruption  than  a  few  hasty  questions  (n>m  parties  of  the  con- 
stables. 

Elizabeth  stood  for  an  hour  at  the  window  of  her  room,  nnd 
saw  the  torches  of  tbe  pursuers  gliding  along  the  side  of  tlie 
mountain,  and  heard  their  shouts  and  alarms  ;  but,  at  tlie  end 
of  that  time,  the  last  party  returned,  weaned  and  disappointed, 
and  the  village  became  as  still  aa  when  she  issued  from  tho  gal« 
on  her  missirn  to  the  jail. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 


"  Amd  I  coBld  weep**— th*  Oneida  chief 

His  deseant  wildly  thus  begun— 
**  But  thai  I  may  not  aiaia  with  grief 

The  death  song  f^niy  father**  mm.** 

GBaTRFDB  or  WV3XIXO. 


It  was  yet  early  on  the  following  morning,  when  Elizabeth 
and  Louisa  met  by  appointment,  and  proceeded  to  the  store  of 
Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  in  order  to  redeem  the  pledge  the  former 
had  given  to  the  Leather-stocking.  The  people  were  ag»n 
assembling  for  the  business  of  the  day,  but  the  hour  was  too 
soon  for  a  crowd,  and  the  ladies  found  the  place  in  possession 
of  its  polite  owner,  Billy  Kirby,  one  female  customer,  and  the 
boy  who  did  the  duty  of  helper  or  clerk. 

Monsieur  Le  Quoi  was  perusing  a  packet  of  letters  with 
manifest  delight,  while  the  wood-chopper,  with  one  hand  thrust 
in  his  bosom,  and  the  other  in  the  folds  of  his  jacket,  holding 
an  axe  under  his  right  arm,  stood  sympathizing  in  the  French- 
man's pleasure  with  good-natured  interest  The  freedom  of 
manners  that  prevailed  in  the  new  settlements  commonly 
levelled  all  difference  in  rank,  and  with  it,  frequently,  all  con- 
siderations of  education  and  intelligence.  At  the  time  the 
ladies  entered  the  store,  they  were  unseen  by  the  owner,  who 
was  saying  to  Kirby — 

**  Ah !  ha !  Monsieur  Beel,  dis  lettair  mak  me  de  most  happi 
of  mans.     Ah  !  ma  chere  France  !  I  vill  see  you  aga'n.*' 

"  I  rejoice.  Monsieur,  at  anything  that  contributes  to  your 
happiness,'^  said  Elizabeth,  *^  but  hope  we  are  not  going  to  losc> 
you  entirely." 

The  complaisant  shopkeeper  changed  the  language  to  Frencli, 
and  recounted  rapidly  to  Elizjibcth  liis  hopes  of  being  perniittod 
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to  return  to  his  own  country.  Habit  had,  however,  so  far 
altered  the  manners  of  this  pliable  personage,  that  he  continued 
to  serve  the  wood-chopper,  who  was  in  quest  of  some  tobacco, 
while  he  related  to  his  more  gentle  visitor  the  happy  change 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  dispositions  of  his  own  countrymen. 

The  amount  of  it  all  was,  that  Mr.  Le  Quoi,  who  had  fled 
from  his  own  country  more  through  terror  than  because  he 
was  offensive  to  the  ruling  powers  in  France,  had  succeeded  at 
length  in  getting  an  assurance,  that  his  return  to  the  West 
Indies  would  be  unnoticed ;  and  the  Frenchman,  who  had  sunk 
into  the  character  of  a  country  shopkeeper  with  so  much  grace, 
was  about  to  emerge  again  from  his  obscurity  into  his  proper 
level  in  society. 

We  need  not  repeat  the  civil  things  that  passed  between  the 
parties  on  this  occasion,  nor  recount  the  endless  repetitions  of 
sorrow  that  the  delighted  Frenchman  expressed,  at  being  com- 
pelled to  quit  the  society  of  Miss  Temple.  Elizabeth  took  an 
opportunity,  during  this  expenditure  of  polite  expressions,  to 
purchase  the  powder  privately  of  the  boy,  who  bore  the  generic 
appellation  of  Jonathan.  Before  they  parted,  however,  Mr.  Le 
Quoi,  who  seemed  to  think  that  he  had  not  said  enough,  soli- 
cited the  honor  of  a  private  interview  with  the  heiress,  with  a 
gravity  in  his  dr  that  announced  the  importance  of  tho  subject 
After  conceding  the  favor,  and  appointing  a  more  favorable 
time  for  the  meeting,  Elizabeth  succeeded  in  getting  out  of  the 
store,  into  which  the  countrymen  now  began  to  enter,  as  usual, 
where  they  met  with  the  same  attention  and  bienseanco  as 
formerly. 

Elizabeth  and  Louisa  pursued  their  walk  as  far  as  the  bridge 
in  profound  silence;  but  when  they  reached  that  place,  tlie 
latter  stopped,  and  appeared  anxious  to  utter  something  that 
her  diffidence  suppressed. 

"  Are  you  ill,  Louisa  ?"  exclaimed  Miss  Temple  ;  "  had  we 

not  better  return,  and  seek  another  opportunity  to  meet  the  old 

man!" 

"  Not  ill,  but  teirified.    Oh  !  I  never,  never  can  go  on  that 

19* 
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bill  again  with  you  only.     I  am  not  equal  to  it^  indeed  I  am 
not." 

This  was  an  unexpected  declaration  to  Elizabetli,  who^ 
although  she  experienced  no  idle  apprehension  of  a  danger 
that  no  longer  existed,  felt  most  sensitively  all  the  delicacy  of 
maiden  modesty.  She  stood  for  some  time,  deeply  reflecting 
within  herself;  but,  sensible  it  was  a  time  for  action  instead  of 
reflection,  she  struggled  to  shake  off  her  hesitation,  and  replied 
firmly — 

"  Well,  then  it  must  be  done  by  me  alone.  There  is  no 
other  than  yourself  to  be  trusted,  or  poor  old  Leathernstocking 
will  be  discovered.  Wait  for  me  in  the  edge  of  these  woods, 
that  at  least  I  may  not  be  seen  strolling  in  the  hills  by  myself 
just  now.  One  would  not  wish  to  create  remarks,  Louisa — if 
— if —  You  will  wait  for  me,  dear  girl  ?" 

"A  year,  in  sight  of  the  village.  Miss  Temple,"  returned 
the  agitated  Louisa,  "  but  do  not,  do  not  ask  me  to  go  on  that 
hill." 

Elizabeth  found  that  her  companion  was  really  unable  to 
proceed,  and  they  completed  their  arrangement  by  posting 
Louisa  out  of  the  observation  of  the  people  who  occasionally 
passed,  but  nigh  the  road,  and  in  plain  view  of  the  whole 
valley.  Miss  Temple  then  proceeded  alone.  She  ascended  the 
road  which  has  been  so  often  mentioned  in  our  narrative,  with 
an  elastic  and  firm  step,  fearful  that  the  delay  in  the  store  of 
Mr.  Le  Quoi,  and  the  time  necessary  for  reaching  the  summit, 
would  prevent  her  being  punctual  to  the  appointment.  When- 
ever she  passed  an  opening  in  the  bushes,  she  would  pause  for 
breath,  or,  perhaps,  drawn  from  her  pursuit  by  the  picture  at 
her  feet,  would  linger  a  moment  to  gaze  at  the  beauties  of  the 
valley.  The  long  drought  had,  however,  changed  its  coat  of 
verdure  to  a  hue  of  brown,  and,  though  the  same  localities 
were  there,  the  view  wanted  the  lively  and  cheering  aspect  of 
early  summer.  Even  the  heavens  seemed  to  share  in  the  dried 
appearance  of  the  earth,  for  the  sun  was  concealed  by  a  hazi- 
ness in  the  atmosphere,  which  looked  like  a  thin  smoke  without 
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a  particle  of  moisture,  if  such  a  thing  wero  possible.  The  blue 
•kj  was  scarcely  to  be  seen,  though  now  and  then  there  was  a 
fitint  lighting  up  in  spots,  through  which  masses  of  rolling 
vapor  could  be  disceraed  gathering  around  the  horizon,  as  if 
nature  were  struggling  to  collect  her  floods  fur  the  relief  of  man. 
The  very  atmosphere  that  Elizabeth  inhaled  was  hot  and  dry, 
and  by  the  time  she  reached  the  p<nnt  where  the  course  led 
her  from  the  highway,  she  experienced  a  sensation  like  BuSbca- 
tion.  But,  disr^arding  her  feelings,  she  hastened  lo  execute 
her  mission,  dwelling  on  nothing  but  the  disappointment,  and  even 
the  helplessness,  the  hunter  would  experience,  without  her  aid. 

On  the  summit  of  the  mountiun  which  Judge  Temple  had 
named  the  "  Vision,"  a  litUe  spot  had  been  cleared,  in  order 
that  a  better  view  might  be  obtained  of  the  village  and  the  val- 
ley. At  this  point  Elizabeth  understood  tlie  hunter  she  was  to 
meet  him ;  and  thither  she  urged  her  way,  as  expeditiously  aa 
the  difficulty  of  the  aiKent,  and  the  impedimenta  of  n  forest,  in  a 
state  of  nature,  would  admit.  Numberless  were  the  fragments 
of  rocks,  trunks  of  fallen  trees,  and  branches,  with  which  she 
had  to  contend  ;  but  every  difficulty  vanished  before  her  resolu- 
tion, and  by  her  own  watch,  she  stood  on  the  desired  spot 
several  minutes  before  the  appointed  hour. 

Afber  resting  a  moment  on  the  end  of  a  log,  Hiss  Temple 
cast  a  glance  about  her  in  quest  of  her  old  friend,  but  he  was 
evidently  not  in  the  clearing  ;  she  arose  and  walked  around  its 
skirts,  examining  every  place  where  she  thought  it  probable 
Natty  might  deem  it  prudent  to  conceal  himself.  Her  search 
was  fruitless ;  and,  after  exhausting  not  only  herself,  but  her 
conjectures,  in  efforts  to  discover  or  imagine  his  situation,  aho 
ventured  to  trust  her  voice  in  that  solitary  place, 

"Natty  I  Leather-stocking!  old  man  I"  she  called  aloud,  in 
every  direction ;  hut  no  answer  was  given,  excepting  the  rever- 
berations of  her  own  clear  tones,  as  they  were  echoed  in  the 
parched  forest 

Eliznbetli  approached  the  brow  of  tlie  mountain,  where  n 
lunt  cry,  like  the  noise  produced  by  striking  the  band  af^hml 
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the  raoutl),  at  tbe  same  time  that  the  breath  is  strongly  exhaled, 
was  heard  answering  to  her  own  voice.  Not  doubting  in  the 
least  that  it  was  the  Leathernstocking  lying  in  wait  for  her,  and 
who  gave  that  signal  to  indicate  the  place  where  he  was  to  be 
foand,  Elizabeth  descended  for  near  a  hundred  feet,  until  she 
gained  a  httle  natural  terrace,  thinly  scattered  with  trees,  that 
grew  in  the  fissures  of  the  rocks,  which  were  covered  by  a 
scanty  soil.  She  had  advanced  to  the  edge  of  this  platform, 
and  was  gazing  over  the  perpendicular  precipice  that  formed  its 
face,  when  a  rustling  among  the  dry  leaves  near  her  drew  hei 
eyes  in  another  direction.  Our  heroine  certainly  was  startled 
by  the  object  that  she  then  saw,  but  a  moment  restored  her  self- 
possession,  and  she  advanced  firmly,  and  with  some  interest  in 
her  manner,  to  the  spot 

Mohegan  was  seated  on  the  trunk  of  a  &11en  oak,  with  his 
tawny  visage  turned  towards  her,  and  his  eyes  fixed  on  her  (ace 
with  an  expression  of  wildness  and  fire,  that  would  have  terrified 
a  less  resolute  female.  His  blanket  had  fallen  fix>m  his  shoul- 
ders, and  was  lying  in  folds  around  him,  leaving  his  breast, 
arms,  and  most  of  his  body  bare.  The  medallion  of  Washing- 
ton reposed  on  his  chest,  a  badge  of  distinction  that  £lizabetli 
well  knew  he  only  produced  on  great  and  solemn  cccasions. 
But  the  whole  appearance  of  the  aged  chief  was  more  studied 
than  common,  and  in  some  particulars  it  was  terrific.  The 
long  black  hair  was  plaited  on  his  head,  falling  away,  so  as  to 
ex|)ose  his  high  forehead  and  piercing  eyes.  In  the  enormous 
incisions  of  his  ears  were  entwined  ornaments  of  silver,  beads, 
and  porcupine^s  quills,  mingled  in  a  rude  taste,  and  ailer  the 
Indian  fashions.  A  large  drop,  composed  of  similar  materials, 
was  suspended  from  the  cartilage  of  his  nose,  and,  falling  below 
his  lips,  rested  on  his  chin.  Streaks  of  red  paint  crossed  his 
wrinkled  brow,  and  were  traced  down  his  cheeks,  with  such 
variations  in  the  lines  as  caprice  or  custom  suggested.  His 
body  was  also  colored  in  the  same  manner ;  the  whole  exhibit- 
ing an  Indian  warrior,  prepared  for  some  event  of  more  than 
usual  moment 
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^  John  !  how  fare  you,  worthy  John  t"  said  Elizaboth,  as  she 
approached  him ;  *'  you  have  long  been  a  stranger  in  the  village. 
You  promised  me  a  willow  basket,  and  I  have  long  had  a  shirt 
of  calico  in  readiness  for  you." 

The  Indian  looked  steadily  at  her  for  some  time  without 
answering,  and  then,  shaking  his  head,  he  replied,  in  his  low, 
guttural  tones — 

**John*s  hand  can  make  baskets  no  more — ^he  wants  no 
shirt." 

^  But  if  he  should,  he  will  know  where  to  come  for  it," 
returned  Miss  Temple.  **'  Indeed,  old  John,  I  feel  as  if  you  had 
a  natural  right  to  order  what  you  will  from  us." 

^^  Daughter,"  said  the  Indian,  ^Misten: — Six  times  ten  hot 
summers  have  passed,  since  John  was  young ;  tall  like  a  pine ; 
straight  like  the  bullet  of  Hawk-eye ;  strong  as  the  buffalo ;  spry 
as  the  cat  of  the  mountain.  He  was  strong,  and  a  warrior  like 
the  Young  Eagle.  If  his  tribe  wanted  to  track  the  Maquas  for 
many  suns,  the  eye  of  Cbingachgook  found  the  print  of  their 
moccasins.  If  the  people  feasted  and  were  glad,  as  they  counted 
the  scalps  of  their  enemies,  it  was  on  his  pole  they  hung.  If 
the  squaws  cried  because  there  was  no  meat  for  their  children, 
he  was  the  first  in  the  chase.  His  bullet  was  swifter  than  the 
deer. — Daughter,  then  Cbingachgook  struck  his  tomahawk  into 
the  trees ;  it  was  to  tell  the  lazy  ones  where  to  find  him  and 
the  Mingoes — but  he  made  no  baskets." 

"Those  times  have  gone  by,  old  warrior,"  returned  Eliza- 
beth ;  "  since  then  your  people  have  disappeared,  and,  in  place 
of  chasing  your  enemies,  you  have  learned  to  fear  God  and  to 
live  at  peace." 

"  Stand  here,  daughter,  where  you  c:in  see  the  great  spring, 
the  wigwams  of  your  father,  and  the  land  on  the  crooked  river. 
John  was  young  when  his  tribe  gave  away  the  country,  in  coun- 
cil, from  where  the  blue  mountain  stands  above  the  water,  to 
where  the  Susquehanna  is  hid  by  the  trees.  All  this,  and  all 
that  grew  in  it,  and  all  that  walked  over  it,  and  all  that  fed 
there^  they  gave  to  the  Fire  eater — ^for  they  loved  him.    He  was 
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strong,  and  ihay  were  women,  and  ho  helped  them.  No  Dela- 
ware would  kill  a  deer  that  ran  in  his  woods,  nor  stop  a  bird 
that  flew  over  his  land ;  for  it  was  his.  lias  John  lived  in 
peace?  Daughter,  since  John  was  young,  he  has  ^  seen  the 
white  man  from  Frontinac  come  down  on  his  white  brothers  at 
Albany  and  fight  Did  they  fear  God  ?  He  has  seen  his 
English  and  his  American  fathers  burying  their  tomahawks  in 
each  other's  brains,  for  this  very  land.  Did  they  fear  God,  and 
live  in  peace  ?  He  has  seen  the  land  pass  away  from  the  Fire- 
eater,  and  his  children,  and  the  child  of  his  child,  and  a  new 
chief  set  over  the  country.  Did  they  live  in  peace  who  did 
this  ?  did  they  fear  God  ?" 

**  Such  is  the  custom  of  the  whites,  John.  Do  not  the  Dela- 
wares  fight,  and  exchange  their  lands  for  powder,  and  blankets, 
and  merchandise  ?'' 

The  Indian  turned  his  dark  eyes  on  his  companion,  and  kept 
them  there  with  a  scrutiny  that  alarmed  her  a  little. 

^*  Where  are  the  blankets  and  merchandise  that  bought  the 
right  of  the  Fire-eater  ?"  he  replied,  in  a  more  animated  voice ; 
**  are  they  with  him  in  his  wigwam  ?  Did  they  say  to  him, 
Brother,  sell  us  your  land,  and  take  this  gold,  this  silver,  these 
blankets,  these  rifles,  or  even  this  rum  ?  No ;  they  tore  it  from 
him,  as  a  scalp  is  torn  from  an  enemy ;  and  they  that  did  it 
looked  not  behind  them,  to  see  whether  he  lived  or  died.  Do 
such  men  live  in  peace,  and  fear  the  Great  Spirit  T 

^'  But  you  hardly  understand  the  circumstances,''  said  Eliza- 
beth, more  embarrassed  than  she  would  own,  even  to  herself. 
**  If  you  knew  our  laws  and  customs  better,  you  would  judge 
diflferently  of  our  acts.  Do  not  believe  e\nl  of  my  father,  old 
Mohegan,  for  ho  is  just  and  good." 

"  The  brother  of  Miquon  is  good,  and  he  will  do  right.  I 
have  said  it  to  Hawk-eye — I  have  said  it  to  the  Young  Eagle, 
that  the  brother  of  Miquon  would  do  justice." 

**  Whom  call  you  the  Young  Eagle  ?"  said  Elizabeth,  avert- 
ing her  face  from  the  gaze  of  the  Indian,  tis  she  asked  the 
question  ;  "  whence  comes  he,  and  what  are  his  rights  V^ 
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•*  Has  my  daughter  lived  so  long  with  him  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion ?"  returned  the  Indian  warily.  "  Old  age  freezes  up  the 
Mood,  as  the  frosts  cover  the  great  spring  in  winter ;  but 
youth  keeps  the  streams  of  the  blood  open  like  a  sun  in  the 
time  of  blossoms.  The  Young  Eagle  has  eyes;  had  he  no 
tongue  ?" 

The  loveliness  to  which  the  old  warrior  alluded  was  in  no 
degree  diminished  by  his  allegorical  speech ;  for  the  blushes  of 
the  maiden  who  listened  covered  her  burning  cheeks,  till  her 
dark  eyes  seemed  to  glow  with  their  reflection ;  but,  after  strug- 
gling a  moment  with  shame,  she  laughed,  as  if  unwilling  to 
understand  him  seriously,  and  rephed  in  pleasanti*)' — 

**  Not  to  make  me  the  mistress  of  his  secret.  He  is  too  much 
of  a  Delaware  to  tell  his  secret  thoughts  to  a  woman.** 

"  Daughter,  the  Great  Spirit  made  your  father  with  a  white 
skill,  and  he  made  mine  with  a  red  ;  but  he  colored  both  their 
hearts  with  blood.  When  young,  it  is  swift  and  warm  ;  but 
when  old,  it  is  still  and  cold.  Is  there  difference  below 
the  skin  ?  No.  Once  John  had  a  woman.  She  was  the 
mother  of  so  many  sons" — ^he  raised  his  hand  with  three 
fingers  elevated — ^'*and  she  had  daughters  that  would  have 
made  the  young  Delawares  happy.  She  was  kind,  daughter, 
and  what  I  said  she  did.  You  have  different  fashions  ;  but  do 
}-ou  think  John  did  not  love  the  wife  of  his  youth — the  mother 
of  his  children  ?" 

"  And  what  has  become  of  your  family,  John,  your  wife  and 
your  children  ?"  asked  Elizabeth,  touched  by  the  Indian*s 
manner. 

"  Where  is  the  ice  that  covered  the  great  spring  ?  It  is 
melted,  and  gone  with  the  waters.  John  has  lived  till  all  his 
people  have  left  liim  for  the  land  of  spirits ;  his  time  has  come, 
and  he  is  ready." 

Mohegan  dropped  his  head  in  his  blanket,  and  sat  in  silence. 
Miss  Temple  knew  not  what  to  say.  She  wished  to  draw  the 
thoughts  of  the  old  warrior  from  his  gloomy  recollections,  but 
there  was  a  dignity  in  his  sorrow,  and  in  his  fortitude.  Uint 


444  TOE     PIONBBRS. 

re2)ressed  her  efforts  to  speak.     After  a  long  pauso.  howe\or, 
she  renewed  the  discourse,  by  asking — 

"  Where  is  the  Leather-stocking,  John  ?  I  have  brought  tliia 
canister  of  powder  at  his  request ;  but  he  is  nowhere  to  be  seen. 
Will  jou  take  charge  of  it,  and  see  it  delivered  ?" 

The  Indian  raised  his  head  slowly,  and  looked  earnestly  at  the 
gift,  which  she  put  into  his  hand. 

"  Thib  is  the  great  enemy  of  my  nation.  Without  this,  when 
could  the  white  men  drive  the  Delawares  ?  Daughter,  the 
Great  Spirit  gave  your  fathers  to  know  how  to  make  guns  and 
powder,  that  they  might  sweep  the  Indians  from  the  land. 
There  will  soon  be  no  redskin  in  the  country.  When  John  has 
gone,  the  last  will  leave  these  hills,  and  his  family  will  be  dead.^' 
The  aged  warrior  stretched  his  body  forward,  leaning  an  elbow 
on  his  knee,  and  appeared  to  be  taking  a  parting  look  at  the 
objects  of  the  vale,  which  were  still  visible  through  the  misty 
atmosphere,  though  the  air  seemed  to  thicken  at  each  moment 
around  Miss  Temple,  who  became  conscious  of  an  increased  dif- 
ficulty of  respiration.  The  eye  of  Mohegan  changed  gradually 
from  its  sorrowful  expression  to  a  look  of  wildness  that  might 
be  supposed  to  border  on  the  inspiration  of  a  prophet,  as  he 
continued — "  But  he  will  go  to  the  country  where  his  fathers 
have  met.  The  game  shall  be  plenty  as  the  fish  in  the  lakes. 
No  woman  shall  cry  for  meat ;  no  Mingo  can  ever  come.  The 
chase  shall  be  for  children ;  and  all  just  red  men  shall  live 
together  as  brothers." 

^*  John  !  this  is  not  the  heaven  of  a  Christian  T  cried  Miss 
Temple ;  "  you  deal  now  in  the  superstition  of  your  forefathers.'' 

"  Fathers !  sons  P  said  Mohegan  with  firmness — "  all  gone — 
all  gone ! — I  have  no  son  but  the  Young  Eagle,  and  he  has  the 
blood  of  a  white  man." 

**  Tell  me,  John,"  said  Elizabeth,  willing  to  draw  his  thoughts 
to  other  subjects,  and  at  the  same  time  yielding  to  her  own 
powerful  interest  in  the  youth  ;  "  who  is  this  Mr.  Edwards  f 
why  are  you  so  fond  of  him,  and  whence  does  he  come  ?" 

'''he  Indian  started  at  the  question,  which  evidently  recalled 
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his  recollection  to  earth.  Taking  her  hand,  he  drew  Miss 
Temple  to  a  seat  beside  him,  and  pointed  to  the  country 
beneath  them — 

"  See,  daughter,"  he  said,  directing  her  looks  towards  the 
north  ;  **  as  &r  as  your  young  eyes  can  see,  it  was  the  land  of 
his ^" 

But  immense  volumes  of  smoke  at  that  moment  rolled  over 
their  heads,  and,  whirling  in  the  eddies  formed  by  the  moun- 
tains, interposed  a  barrier  to  their  sight,  while  he  was  speaking. 
Startled  by  this  circumstance.  Miss  Temple  sprang  on  her  feet, 
and  turning  her  eyes  towards  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  she 
beheld  it  covered  by  a  similar  canopy,  while  a  roaring  sound 
was  heard  in  the  forest  above  her  like  the  rushing  of  winds. 

"  What  means  it,  John !"  she  exclaimed ;  "  we  are  enveloped 
in  smoke,  and  I  feel  a  heat  like  the  glow  of  a  furnace." 

Before  the  Indian  could  reply,  a  voice  was  heard  crying  in 
the  woods — 

^  John  !  wliere  are  you,  old  Mohegan !  the  woods  are  on 
fire,  and  you  have  but  a  minute  for  escape." 

The  chief  put  his  hand  before  his  mouth,  and  making  it  play 
on  his  lips,  produced  the  kind  of  noise  that  had  attracted  Eliza- 
beth to  the  place,  when  a  quick  and  hurried  step  was  heard 
dashing  through  the  dried  underbrush  and  bushes,  and 
presently  Edwards  rushed  to  his  side,  with  horror  in  every 
feature. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVn. 

Lore  nilaa  the  court,  the  camp,  the  grove. 

Lay  or  thk  Lait  Mihitekl. 

**  It  would  have  been  sad,  indeed,  to  lose  yc  a  in  such  a 
manner,  my  old  friend,"  said  Oliver,  catching  his  breath  for 
utterance.  "  Up  and  away !  even  now  we  may  be  too  late ; 
the  flames  are  circling  round  the  point  of  the  rock  below,  and, 
unless  we  can  pass  there,  our  only  chance  must  be  over  the 
precipice.  Away  !  away  1  shake  off  your  apathy,  John  ;  now 
is  the  time  of  need." 

Mohegan  pointed  towards  Elizabeth,  who,  forgetting  her 
danger,  had  shrunk  back  to  a  projection  of  the  rock  as  soon  as 
nhe  recognised  the  sounds  of  Edwards^s  voice,  and  said  with 
something  like  awakened  animation — 

"  Save  her — leave  John  to  die." 

"  Her  I  whom  mean  you  ?"  cried  the  youth,  turning  quickly 
to  the  place  the  other  indicated ; — but  when  he  saw  tlie  figure 
of  Elizabeth  bending  towards  him  in  an  attitude  that  power- 
fully spoke  terror,  blended  with  reluctance  to  meet  him  in  such 
a  place,  the  shock  deprived  him  of  speech. 

"  Miss  Temple  I"  he  cried,  when  he  found  words ;  **  you  here  1 
is  such  a  death  reserved  for  you  1" 

"  No,  no,  no — no  death,  I  hope,  for  any  of  us,  Mr.  Edwards," 
she  replied,  endeavoring  to  speak  cnlnily  :  "  there  is  smoke,  but 
no  fire  to  harm  us.     Let  us  endeavor  to  retire." 

"  Take  my  arm,"  said  Edwards  ;  "  there  must  be  an  opening 
in  some  direction  for  your  retreat.  Are  you  equal  to  the 
effort  ?" 

"  Certainly.  You  surely  magnify  the  danger,  Mr.  Edwards. 
Lead  me  out  the  way  you  came." 

**  I  will — I  will,"  cried  the  youth  with  a  kind  of  hysterical 


Titt«rance.  "  No,  no — t}iere  u  no  danger — 1  hav«  alarmed  jou 
unnecessarily." 

"  But  ijhall  we  leave  tlie  Indian — can  we  leave  liim,  cb  he 
fULja,  Ui  die  f 

An  expression  of  painful  emotion  crossed  tLe  f.ice  of  the 
voung  man ;  he  stopped,  and  cast  a  longing  look  at  Moh^aD  ; 
out,  dragging  bis  companion  atl^r  liiin,  even  against  her  will, 
he  pursued  his  waj'  with  enormous  strides  towards  the  pass  by 
which  he  had  just  entered  the  circle  of  flame. 

"  Do  not  regard  him,"  he  said,  in  those  tones  that  denote  a 
desperato  calmness ;  "  he  is  used  to  the  woods,  and  such 
scenes  ;  and  he  will  escape  up  the  mountain — over  the  rock — 
or  he  can  remain  where  he  is  in  safety." 

"  You  thought  not  no  this  moment,  &lwards !  Do  not  leave 
him  there  to  meet  with  such  a  death,"  cried  Elizabeth,  fixing  a 
look  on  the  countenance  of  her  conductor  that  seemed  to  distrust 
his  sanity. 

"  An  Indian  bum  1  who  ever  heard  of  an  Indian  dying  by 
fire  !  an  Indian  cannot  bum  ;  the  idea  is  ridiculous.  Hasten, 
hasten.  Miss  Temple,  or  the  smoke  may  incommode  you." 

"  Edwards  !  your  look,  your  eye,  terrifies  me  1  tell  me  the 
danger  ;  is  it  greater  than  it  seems !     I  am  equal  to  anv  trial !" 

"  If  we  reach  tlie  point  of  yon  rock  before  that  sheet  of  fire, 
we  are  safe,  Miss  Temple  1 "  exclaimed  the  young  man,  in  a 
voice  that  bunt  without  tlie  bounds  of  his  forced  compcsurr. 
"  Fly  !  the  Btruftgle  is  for  life  1 " 

The  place  of  the  interview  between  Miss  Temple  and  the 
Indian  has  already  been  described  as  one  of  those  platforms  of 
rock,  which  form  a  sort  of  terraxM  in  the  mountains  of  that 
country,  and  the  face  of  it,  we  have  said,  was  both  high  and 
jierpendicular.  Its  shape  was  nearly  a  natural  arc,  ibe  ends  of 
which  blended  with  the  mountain,  at  points  where  its  sides  were 
less  abrupt  in  their  descent  It  was  round  one  of  these  termina- 
tions of  the  sweep  of  the  rock  that  Edwards  had  ascended,  and 
it  was  towards  the  same  place  that  he  UT^ed  Elizabeth  to  a 
desperate  e»ertJon  of  speed. 
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Immense  clouds  of  white  smoke  had  been  pouring  ovei  tlie 
summit  of  the  mountain,  and  had  concealed  the  approach  and 
ravages  of  the  element ;  but  a  crackling  sound  drew  the  eyes 
of  Miss  Temple,  as  she  flew  over  the  ground,  supporte^l  by  the 
young  man,  toward*)  the  outline  of  smoke,  where  she  already 
}>erceiv6d  the  waving  flames  sliooting  forward  from  tlie  vapor, 
now  flaring  high  in  the  air,  and  then  bending  to  the  eartli, 
seeming  to  light  into  combustion  every  stick  and  shrub  on 
which  they  breathed.  The  sight  aroused  them  to  redoubled 
eflforts ;  but,  unfortunately,  a  collection  of  the  tops  of  trees,  old 
and  dried,  lay  directly  across  their  course ;  and,  at  the  very 
moment  when  both  had  thought  their  safety  insured,  the  warm 
currents  of  the  air  swept  a  forked  tongue  of  flame  across  the 
pile,  which  lighted  at  the  touch  ;  and  when  they  reached  the 
spot,  the  flying  pair  were  opposed  by  the  surly  roaring  of  a  body 
of  fire,  as  if  a  furnace  were  glowing  in  their  patii.  They  recoiled 
from  the  heat,  and  stood  on  a  point  of  the  rock,  gazing  in  a 
8tu{x>r  at  the  flames,  which  were  spreading  rapidly  down  the 
mount'iin,  whose  side  soon  became  a  sheet  of  living  fire.  It 
was  dangerous  for  one  clad  in  the  light  and  airy  dress  of  Eliza- 
beth to  approach  even  the  vicinity  of  the  raging  element ;  and 
those  flowing  robes,  that  gave  such  soilness  and  grace  to  her 
form,  seemed  now  to  be  formed  for  the  instruments  of  her 
destruction. 

The  >nllager8  were  accustomed  to  resort  to  that  hill  in  quest 
of  timber  and  fuel ;  in  procuring  which,  it  was  their  usage  to 
take  only  the  bodies  of  the  trees,  leaving  the  tops  and  branches 
to  decay  under  the  operations  of  the  weather.  Much  of  the 
hill  was,  consequently,  covered  with  such  light  fuel,  which, 
having  been  scorched  under  the  sun  for  the  hist  two  months, 
was  ignited  with  a  touch.  Indeed,  in  some  cases,  there  did 
not  a|>pear  to  be  any  contact  between  the  fire  and  these  piles, 
but  the  flames  seemed  to  dart  from  heap  to  heap,  as  the  fabu- 
lous fire  of  the  temple  is  represented  to  reillume  its  neglected 
him  p. 

There  was  beauty  as  well  as  terror  in  the  sight,  and  Edwards 
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and  EJizubetL  stood  viewiaj^  tie  progress  of  die  desolation, 
with  a  strange  mixture  of  borror  and  interest.  The  former, 
however,  shortiv  roused  himself  to  new  exertions,  and  drawing 
bis  companioo  aft«r  him,  the;  skirted  the  edge  of  the  smoke, 
the  yoting  man  penetrating  frequently  into  ils  dense  volumes  in 
search  of  a  passage,  but  in  every  instance  without  success.  In 
this  manner  they  proceeded  in  a  semicircle  nround  the  upper 
part  ot  the  terrace,  until,  arriving  at  the  verge  of  the  precipice, 
opposite  to  the  point  uhero  Edwards  had  ascended,  the  hurnd 
conviction  burst  on  both  at  the  same  instant,  that  they  wera 
completely  encircled  by  the  fire.  So  long  as  a  single  pass  up 
or  down  the  mountain  was  unexplored,  there  was  bope ;  but 
when  retreat  seemed  to  bo  absolutely  impracticable,  the  horror 
of  their  situation  broke  upon  Elizabeth  as  powerMly  as  if  she 
had  hitherto  considered  the  danger  Ught. 

"  This  mountain  is  doomed  to  be  fatal  to  roe  I "  she  whisper- 
ed ; — "  we  shall  6nd  our  graves  on  it ! " 

"  Say  not  so.  Miss  Temple  ;  there  is  yet  hope,"  returned  the 
youth,  in  the  same  tone,  while  the  vacant  uxpreseioD  of  bis  eye 
contradicted  his  words :  "  let  us  retnni  to  the  point  of  the  rock  ; 
tlieie  is — there  must  be — tome  place  about  it  where  we  can 
descend." 

'  Lead  me  there,"  exclwmed  Elizabeth ;  "let  us  leave  no 
efibrt  untried."  She  did  not  wait  for  bb  compliance,  but, 
turning,  retraced  her  steps  to  the  brow  of  the  precipice,  mur- 
muring U>  herself^  in  suppressed,  hysterical  sobs,  "My  fatherl 
my  poor,  my  distracted  fatlier  ! " 

Edwards  was  by  her  side  in  an  instant,  and  with  aching  eyes 
he  examined  every  fisnure  in  the  crags,  in  quest  of  some  opening 
that  might  offer  facilities  for  flight  But  the  smooth,  even 
surfeoe  of  the  rocks  afforded  hardly  a  resting-place  for  a  foot, 
much  less  tliooe  continued  projections  which  would  have  been 
necessaiy  for  a  descent  of  nearly  a  hundred  feet  Edwards  was 
□ot  slow  in  feeling  the  conviction  tliat  this  b6pe  was  also  futile, 
and,  with  s  kind  of  feverish  despair  that  still  u^;ed  him  to 
action,  he  turned  to  some  new  expedient 
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^  There  is  nothing  left,  Miss  Temple,**  he  said,  '^  but  lo  lower 
you  from  this  place  to  the  rock  beneath.  If  Natty  were  hero, 
or  even  that  Indian  could  be  roused,  their  ingenuity  and  long 
practice  would  easily  devise  methods  to  do  it ;  but  I  am  a  child 
at  this  moment  in  everything  but  daring.  Where  shall  I  find 
means  I  This  dress  of  mine  is  so  light,  and  there  is  so  little  of 
it — then  the  blanket  of  Mohegan  ; — we  must  try — we  must  try 
— anything  is  better  than  to  see  you  a  victim  to  such  n 
death!** 

**  And  what  will  become  of  you  ?  **  said  Elizabeth.  '*  Indeed, 
indeed,  neither  you  nor  John  must  be  sacrificed  to  my  safety.*' 

Ue  heard  her  not,  for  he  was  already  by  the  side  of  Mohegan, 
who  yielded  his  blanket  without  a  question,  retaining  his  seat 
with  Indian  dignity  and  composure,  though  his  own  situation 
was  even  more  critic*al  than  that  of  the  others.  The  blanket 
was  cut  into  shreds,  and  the  frsgments  fastened  together ;  the 
loose  linen  jacket  of  the  youth,  and  the  light  muslin  shawl  of 
Elizabeth,  were  attached  to  them,  and  the  whole  thrown  over 
the  rocks,  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning ;  but  the  united  pieces 
did  not  reach  half  way  to  the  bottom. 

**  It  will  not  do— it  will  not  do  !  **  cried  Elizabeth ;  "  for  me 
there  is  no  hope  I  Tlie  fire  comes  slowly,  but  certainly.  8ee, 
it  destroys  the  very  earth  before  it !  '* 

Dad  the  flames  spread  on  that  rock  with  half  the  quickness 
with  which  they  leaped  from  bush  to  tree,  in  other  parts  of  the 
mountain,  our  painful  task  would  have  soon  ended ;  for  they 
would  have  consumed  already  the  captives  they  inclosed.  But 
the  peculiarity  of  their  situation  afforded  Elizabeth  and  her 
companion  the  respite  of  which  they  had  availed  themselves  to 
make  the  efforts  wo  have  recorded. 

The  thin  covering  of  earth  on  the  rock  supported  but  a  scanty 
and  faded  herbage,  and  most  of  the  trees  that  had  found  root  in 
the  fissures  had  already  died,  during  the  intense  heats  of  pre- 
ceding summers.  Those  wliich  still  retained  the  appearance  of 
life  bore  a  few  dry  and  withered  leaves,  while  the  others  were 
«aerely  the  wrecks  of  pines,  o*iks,  and  maples.    No  better  mate- 


rinb  to  feed  the  fire  cuultl  be  found,  had  there  been  n  o 
ca(Joii  with  the  flHnios;  but  the  ground  wns  destitute  of  tlie 
brush  thnt  led  the  destructive  element,  like  a  torrent,  over  Uio 
remaiuder  of  the  hill.  As  auuliary  to  this  scarcity  of  fuel,  one 
of  the  large  springs  which  abound  in  that  couutry  gushed  out 
of  the  side  of  the  aacent  above,  nnd,  after  creeping  sluggishly 
along  the  level  land,  saturating  the  niossy  covering  of  the  rock 
with  moisture,  it  swept  round  the  base  of  tlie  little  cone  that 
formed  the  pinnacle  of  tlie  mounUin,  and,  entering  the  canopy 
of  smoke  near  one  of  the  terminations  of  the  terrace,  found  its 
way  to  the  lake,  not  by  dashing  from  rock  to  rock,  but  by  the 
secret  channels  of  the  earth.  It  would  rise  to  the  surface,  hero 
and  there,  in  the  wet  seasons,  but  in  the  droughts  of  summer  it 
was  to  he  traced  only  by  the  bogs  and  moss  that  announced 
the  proximity  of  water.  When  the  fire  reached  this  barrier,  it 
was  compelled  to  pause,  until  a  coDcentrntJon  of  its  heat  could 
overcome  the  moisture,  like  an  army  wailing  the  operations  of 
a  battering  train,  to  open  its  nay  to  desolation. 

That  &tat  moment  seemed  now  to  have  arrived,  for  the  hiss- 
ing steams  of  the  spring  appeared  to  be  nearly  exhausted,  and 
the  moss  of  the  rocks  whs  already  curling  under  the  intense 
heat,  while  fragments  of  bark,  that  yet  clung  to  the  dead  trees, 
began  to  separate  from  their  tnmks,  and  fall  to  the  ground  in 
crumbling  masses.  The  air  seemed  quivering  witli  rays  of  heat, 
which  might  be  seen  playing  along  the  pnrched  stems  of  the 
trees.  There  were  moments  when  dark  clouds  of  smoke  would 
sweep  along  the  little  terrace ;  nnd,  as  the  eye  lost  its  {>ower, 
tlie  other  senses  contributed  to  ^ve  effect  to  the  feaiful  horror 
of  the  scene.  At  such  momenta,  the  roaring  of  tlie  flames,  the 
crackling  of  the  furious  element,  with  the  tearing  of  falling 
branches,  and,  occauonally,  the  thundering  echoes  of  some 
falling  tree,  united  to  alarm  the  victims.  Of  the  three,  how- 
ever, the  youth  appeared  much  the  most  agitated.  Elizabeth, 
having  rehnquished  entirely  the  idea  of  escape,  was  feat  obtain- 
ing that  resigned  composure  with  which  the  most  delicate  c^ 
her  sex  are  BOtnelimes  known  to  meet  nnnvoiditble  evils ;  wliile 
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Moh^an,  who  was  much  nearer  to  the  danger,  maintaiued  kifi 
seat  with  the  invincible  resignation  of  an  Indian  warrior.  Once 
Dr  twice  the  eye  of  the  aged  chief,  which  was  ordinarily  fixed  in 
the  direction  of  the  distant  hills,  turned  towards  the  young  pair, 
who  seemed  doomed  to  so  early  a  death,  with  a  slight  indicadon 
of  pity  crossing  his  composed  features,  but  it  would  immediately 
revert  again  to  its  former  gaze,  as  if  already  looking  into  the 
womb  of  futurity.  Much  of  the  time  he  was  chanting  a  kind 
of  low  dirge,  in  the  Delaware  tongue,  using  the  deep  and 
remarkably  guttural  tones  of  his  people. 

^  At  such  a  moment,  Mr.  Edwards,  all  earthly  distinctions 
end,*^  whispered  Elizabeth  ;  '*  persuade  John  to  move  nearer  to 
us — let  us  die  together." 

^  I  cannot — he  will  not  stir,"  returned  the  youth,  in  the  same 
horridly  still  tones.  ^^  Ue  considers  this  as  the  happiest  moment 
of  his  life.  He  is  past  seventy,  and  has  been  decaying  rapidly 
for  some  time  :  he  received  some  injury  in  chasing  that  unlucky 
deer,  too,  on  the  lake.  Oh  !  Miss  Temple  that  was  an  unlucky 
chase  indeed !  it  has  led,  I  fear,  to  this  awful  scene." 

The  smile  of  Elizabeth  was  celestial ;  ^  Why  name  such  a 
trifle  now — ^at  this  moment  the  heart  is  dead  to  all  earthly 
emotions !" 

**  If  anything  could  reconcile  a  man  to  this  death,"  cried  the 
youth,  **  it  would  be  to  meet  it  in  such  company  !" 

"  Talk  not  so,  Edwards,  talk  not  so,"  interrupted  Miss  Temple. 
**  I  am  unworthy  of  it ;  and  it  is  unjust  to  yourself.  We  must 
die ;  yes — ^yes — ^we  must  die — it  is  the  will  of  God,  and  let  us 
endeavor  to  submit  like  his  own  children." 

"  Die !"  the  youth  rather  shrieked  than  exclaimed,  **  No — no 
— ^no — there  must  yet  be  hope — you  at  least  must  not,  shall  not 

aie." 

"  In  what  way  can  we  escape  ?"  asked  Elizabeth,  pointing 
with  a  lo(»k  of  heavenly  comjxisure  towards  the  fire.  "  Observe  I 
the  flame  is  crossing  the  barrier  of  wet  ground — it  comes  slowly, 
Edwards,  but  surely. — Ah\  see!  the  tree!  the  tree  is  already 
lighted !" 
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Her  words  were  tou  true.  Tbe  Iieat  of  tlie  cuiiflagralion  hnd 
at  length  overcome  the  resistance  of  the  spring,  and  tbe  Sk 
waa  slowly  stealing  along  the  half-dried  moss ;  while  n  dead 
pine  kindled  with  the  touch  of  a  forked  flame,  that,  for  a  moment, 
wreathed  around  the  stem  of  the  tree,  as  it  whirled,  in  one  of 
its  evolutions,  under  the  influence  of  the  air.  The  effect  was 
instantaneous.  The  flames  danced  along  the  parched  trunk  of 
the  pine,  like  lightning  quivering  on  a  chain,  and  immediately  a 
column  of  living  fire  was  raging  ou  the  terrace.  It  soon  spread 
from  tree  to  tree :  and  the  scene  was  evidently  drawing  to  a 
close.  The  log  on  which  Motiegan  was  seated  lighted  nt  its 
further  end,  and  tbe  Indian  appeared  to  be  surrounded  by  Gre. 
Still  be  was  unmoved.  As  his  body  was  unprotected,  his 
sufferings  must  have  been  great ;  but  his  fortitude  was  superior 
to  all.  Bis  voice  coull  yet  be  heard  even  in  the  midst  of  these 
horrors.  Elizabeth  turned  her  bead  from  tbe  sight,  and  faced 
the  valley.  Furious  eddies  of  wind  were  created  by  the  heat, 
and  just  at  the  moment,  the  canopy  of  fiery  smoke  that  overhung 
the  valley  was  cleared  away,  leaiing  a  distinct  view  of  the 
peaceful  village  beneath  them. 

"My  father! — my  father!"  shrieked  Elizabeth,  "  Oh  t  this 
— tliis  surely  might  have  been  spared  me — but  I  submiL" 

The  distance  was  not  so  great  but  the  figure  of  Judge  Temple 
could  be  seen,  standing  in  his  own  grounds,  and  apparently 
contemplating,  in  perfect  unconsciousness  of  the  danger  of  bis 
child,  tbe  mountain  in  flames.  This  sight  was  still  more  painful 
than  tbe  approaching  danger;  and  Elizabeth  again  fiiced  tbe  hill. 

"  My  intemperate  warmth  has  done  this!"  cried  Edwards,  in 
the  accents  of  despaii.  "If  I  had  possessed  but  a  moiety  of 
your  heavenly  resignauon,  Ml^s  Temple,  all  might  yet  have 
been  well." 

"  Name  it  not — name  it  not,"  t>he  said.  "  It  is  now  of  no 
avail.  We  must  die,  Edwards,  we  must  die — let  us  do  so  as 
Christians.  But — no — you  may  yet  escape,  [>er!iapa.  Your 
dress  is  not  so  &tal  as  mine.  Fly !  L«ave  me.  An  opening 
may  yet  be  found  for  you,  possibly — certainly  it  is  worth  thi' 
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effort  Fly !  leave  me — but  stay  !  You  will  see  my  father ; 
my  poor,  my  bereaved  father !  Say  to  him,  then,  Edwaids,  say 
to  him,  all  that  can  appease  his  anguish.  Tell  him  that  I  died 
happy  and  collected  ;  that  1  have  gone  to  my  beloved  mother ; 
that  the  hours  of  this  life  are  as  nothing  when  balanced  in  the 
scales  of  eternity.  Say  how  we  shall  meet  ag«iin.  And  say," 
she  continued,  dropping  her  voice,  that  had  risen  with  her  feel- 
ings, as  if  conscious  of  her  worldly  weaknesses,  **  how  dear,  how 
very  dear,  was  my  love  for  him  ;  that  it  was  near,  too  near,  to 
my  love  for  God." 

The  youth  listened  to  her  touching  accents,  but  moved  not. 
In  a  moment  he  found  utterance,  and  replied  : — 

^'  And  is  it  me  that  you  command  to  leave  you  !  to  leave  you 
on  the  edge  of  the  grave  I  Oh  !  Miss  Temple,  how  little  have 
you  known  me  P  he  cried,  dropping  on  his  knees  at  her  feet, 
and  gathering  her  flowing  robe  in  his  arms  as  if  to  shield  her 
from  the  flames.  **  I  have  been  driven  to  the  woods  in  despair; 
but  your  society  has  tamed  the  lion  within  me.  If  I  have 
wasted  my  time  in  degradation,  'twas  you  that  charmed  me  to 
it  If  I  have  forgotten  my  name  and  family,  your  form  supplied 
the  place  of  memory.  If  I  have  forgotten  my  wrongs,  'twas 
you  that  taught  me  charity.  No— no— dearest  Elizabeth,  I  may 
die  with  you,  but  I  can  never  leave  you  !" 

Elizabeth  moved  not,  nor  answered.  It  was  plain  that  her 
thoughts  had  been  raised  from  the  earth.  The  recollection  of 
her  father,  and  her  regrets  at  their  separation,  had  been  mellowed 
by  a  holy  sentiment,  that  lifted  her  above  the  level  of  earthly 
things,  and  she  was  ^ast  losing  the  weakness  of  her  sex  in  the 
near  view  of  eternity.  But  as  she  listened  to  these  words  she 
became  once  more  woman.  She  struggled  against  these  feelings, 
and  smiled,  as  she  thought  she  was  shaking  off  the  last  lingering 
feeling  of  nature,  when  the  world,  and  all  its  seductions,  rushed 
again  to  her  heart,  with  the  sounds  of  a  human  voice,  crying  in 
piercing  tones — 

"  Gal !  where  be  ye,  gal !  gladden  the  heart  of  an  old  man. 
If  ye  yet  belong  to  *arth  !" 


^Hi 
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^Listr  said  Elizabeth,  ^^'tis  the  Leather-stocking;  he  seeks 
mer 

"  rfis  Natty  r  shouted  Edwards, "  and  we  may  yet  be  saved  I " 

A  wide  and  circling  flame  glared  on  their  eyes  for  a  moment, 
even  above  the  Are  of  the  woods,  and  a  loud  report  followed. 

^Tis  the  canister!  ^tis  the  powder,''  cried  the  same  voice, 
evidently  approaching  them.  ^  Tis  the  canister,  and  the  precious 
child  is  lost  r 

At  the  next  instant  Natty  rushed  through  the  steams  of  the 
spring,  and  appeared  on  the  terrace,  without  his  deer-skin  cap, 
his  hiur  burnt  to  his  head,  his  shirt,  of  country  check,  black  and 
filled  with  holes,  aud  his  red  features  of  a  deeper  color  than  ever, 
by  the  heat  he  had  encountered. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVm. 

Even  flrom  the  land  or  shadows,  now, 
My  Atther*8  awful  ghost  appean. 

GiRTRUDK  or  WTOHiaa. 

For  an  hour  after  Louisa  Grant  was  left  by  Miss  Temple,  in 
the  situation  already  mentioned,  she  continued  in  feverish  anxiety, 
awaiting  the  retam  of  her  friend.  But  as  the  time  passed  by 
without  the  re-appearance  of  Elizabeth,  the  terror  of  Louisa 
gradually  increased,  until  her  alarmed  fancy  had  conjured  every 
species  of  danger  that  appertained  to  the  woods,  excepting  the 
one  that  really  existed.  The  heavens  had  become  obscured  by 
degrees,  and  vast  volumes  of  smoke  were  pouring  over  the  valley ; 
but  the  thoughts  of  Louisa  were  still  recurring  to  beasts  without 
dreaming  of  the  real  cause  for  apprehension.  She  was  stationed 
in  the  edge  of  the  low  pines  and  chestnuts  that  succeed  the  first 
or  large  growth  of  the  forest,  and  directly  above  the  angle  where 
the  highway  turned  from  the  straight  course  to  the  village, 
and  ascended  the  mountain,  laterally.  ConsequenUy,  she  com< 
manded  a  view  not  only  of  the  valley,  but  of  the  road  beneath 
her.  The  few  travellers  that  passed,  she  observed,  were  engaged 
in  earnest  conversation,  and  frequently  raised  their  eyes  to  the 
hill,  and  at  length  she  saw  the  people  leaving  the  court-house, 
and  gazing  upwards  also.  While  under  the  influence  of  the  alarm 
excited  by  such  unusual  movements,  reluctant  to  go,  and  yet 
fearful  to  remain,  Louisa  was  startled  by  the  low,  cracking,  but 
cautious  treads  of  some  one  approaching  through  the  bushes. 
She  was  on  the  eve  of  flight,  when  Natty  emerged  from  the 
cover,  and  stood  at  her  side.  The  old  man  laughed  as  he  shook 
her  kindly  by  a  hand  that  was  passive  with  fear, 

"  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  here,  child,"  he  said ;  "  for  the  back 
of  the  mountain  is  a-fire,  and  it  would  be  dangerous  to  go  up 
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it  now,  till  it  has  been  burnt  over  once,  and  the  dead  wood  is 
gone.  There's  a  foolish  man,  the  comrade  of  that  varmint  who 
has  given  me  all  this  trouble,  digging  for  ore  on  the  east  side. 
I  told  him  that  the  kearless  fellows,  who  thought  to  catch  a 
practys'd  hunter  in  the  woods  after  dark,  had  Uirown  the  lighted 
2)ine  knots  in  the  brush,  and  that  'twould  kindle  like  tow,  and 
warned  him  to  leave  the  hill.  But  he  was  set  upon  his  busi- 
ness, and  nothing  short  of  Providence  could  move  him.  If  he 
isn't  burnt  and  buried  in  a  grave  of  his  own  digging,  he's  made 
of  salamanders.  Why,  what  ails  the  child  !  you  look  as  skeary 
as  if  you  see'd  more  painters !  I  wish  there  were  more  to  be 
found ;  they'd  count  up  faster  than  the  beaver.  But  where's 
the  good  child  of  a  bad  father  ?  did  she  forget  her  promise  to 
the  old  man  ? " 

*^The  hill !  the  hill ! "  shrieked  Louisa;  ''she  seeks  you  on 
the  hill  with  the  powder ! " 

Natty  recoiled  several  feet  at  this  unexpected  intelligence. 

"  The  Lord  of  Heaven  have  mercy  on  her  !  She's  on  the 
Vision,  and  that's  a  sheet  of  fire  ag'in  this.  Child,  if  ye  love 
the  dear  one,  and  hope  to  find  a  friend  when  ye  need  it  most, 
to  the  village,  and  give  the  alarm.  The  men  are  used  to  fin;ht- 
ing  fire,  and  there  may  be  a  chance  left.  Fly  I  I  bid  ye  fly  I 
nor  stop  even  for  breath." 

The  Leather-stocking  had  no  sooner  uttered  this  injunction, 
than  he  disappeared  in  the  bushes,  and  when  last  seen  by 
Louisa,  was  rushing  up  the  mountain,  with  a  speed  that  none 
but  those  who  were  accustomed  to  the  toil  could  attain. 

"  Have  I  found  ye  !  "  the  old  man  exclaimed,  when  he  burst 
out  of  the  smoke ;  "  God  be  praised  that  I've  found  ye ;  but 
follow, — there's  no  time  for  talking." 

*^  My  dress ! "  said  Elizabeth  ;  *'  it  would  be  fatal  to  trust 
mycelf  nearer  to  the  flames  in  it." 

**  I  bethought  me  of  your  flimsy  things,"  cried  Natty,  throwing 
loose  the  folds  of  a  covering  of  buckskin  that  he  carried  en  his 
arm,  and  wrapping  her  form  in  it,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
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envelope  her  whole  person ;  "  now  follow,  for  it's  a  matter  of 
life  and  death  to  us  all." 

"  But  John  !  what  will  become  of  John  ? "  cried  Edwards ; 
'•  can  we  leave  the  old  warrior  here  to  perish  ? " 

The  eyes  of  Natty  followed  the  direction  of  Edwards's  finger, 
when  he  beheld  the  Indian  still  seated  as  before,  with  the  very 
earth  under  his  feet  consuming  with  fire.  Without  delay  the 
hunter  approached  the  spot,  and  s[>oke  in  Delaware — 

**  Up  and  away,  Chingachgook !  will  ye  stay  here  to  bum, 
like  a  Mingo  at  the  stake  ?  The  Moravians  have  teached  ye 
better,  I  hope  ;  the  Lord  preser^-e  me  if  the  powder  hasn't 
flashed  atween  his  legs,  and  the  skin  of  his  back  is  roasting. 
Will  ye  come,  I  say ;  will  ye  follow  ? " 

"  Why  should  Mohegan  go  ? "  returned  the  Indian  gloomily. 
^  He  has  seen  the  days  of  an  eagle,  and  his  eye  grows  dim. 
He  looks  on  the  valley  ;  he  looks  on  the  water ;  he  looks  in  the 
hunting-grounds — but  he  sees  no  Delawares.  Every  one  has  a 
white  skin.  My  fathers  say,  from  the  far-off  land,  come.  My 
women,  my  young  warriors,  my  tribe,  say,  come.  The  Great 
Spirit  says,  come.     Let  Mohegan  die." 

"But  you  forget  your  friend,"  cried  Edwards. 

"•  Tis  useless  to  talk  to  an  Indian  with  the  death-fit  on  him, 
lad,"  internipted  Natty,  who  seized  the  strips  of  the  blanket, 
and  with  wonderful  dexterity  strapped  the  passive  chieftain  to 
his  own  back ;  when  he  turned,  and  with  a  strength  that 
seemed  to  bid  defiance,  not  only  to  his  years,  but  to  his  load, 
he  led  the  way  to  the  point  whence  he  had  issued.  As  they 
crossed  the  little  terrace  of  rock,  one  of  the  dead  trees,  that  hal 
been  tottering  for  several  minutes,  fell  on  the  spot  where  they 
had  stood,  and  filled  the  air  with  its  cinders. 

Such  an  event  quickened  the  steps  of  the  party,  who  followed 
tlie  Leather-stocking  with  the  urgency  required  by  the  occasion. 

"  Tread  on  the  soft  ground,"  he  cried,  when  they  were  in  a 
gloom  where  sight  availed  them  but  little,  "  and  keep  in  the 
white  smoke ;  keep  the  skin  close  on  her,  lad ;  she's  a  precious 
one,  another  will  be  hard  to  be  found." 
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Obedient  to  the  hunter's  directions,  they  followed  his  steps 
and  advice  implicitly  ;  and  although  the  narrow  passage  along 
the  winding  of  the  spring  led  amid  burning  logs  and  &lling 
branches,  they  happily  achieved  it  in  safety.  No  one  but  a 
man  long  accustomed  to  the  woods,  could  have  traced  his  route 
through  a  smoke,  in  which  respiration  was  difficult,  and  sight 
nearly  useless ;  but  the  experience  of  Natty  conducted  them  to 
an  opening  through  the  rocks,  where,  with  a  little  difficulty, 
they  soon  descended  to  another  terrace,  and  emerged  at  once 
into  a  tolerably  clear  atmosphere. 

The  feelings  of  Edwards  and  Elizabeth  at  reaching  this  spot 
may  be  imagined,  though  not  easily  described.  No  one  seemed 
to  exult  more  than  their  guide,  who  turned,  with  Mohegan  still 
lashed  to  his  back,  and  laughing  in  his  own  manner,  said — 

"  I  know'd  'twas  the  Frenchman's  powder,  gal ;  it  went  so 
altogether ;  your  coarse  grain  will  squib  for  a  minute.  The 
Iroquois  had  none  of  the  best  powder  when  I  went  ag'in  the 
Canada  tribes,  under  Sir  William.  Did  I  ever  tell  you  the 
story,  lad,  consarning  the  scrimmage  with " 

"  For  God's  sake,  tell  me  nothing  now.  Natty,  until  we  are 
entirely  safe.     Where  shall  we  go  next  ?" 

*•  Why,  on  the  platform  of  rock  over  the  cave,  to  be  sure ; 
you  will  be  safe  enough  there,  or  we'll  go  into  it,  if  you  be  so 
minded." 

The  young  man  started,  and  appeared  a^tated  ;  but  looking 
around  him  with  an  anxious  eye,  said  quickly — 

^^  Shall  we  be  safe  on  the  rock  ?  cannot  the  fire  reach  us 
there,  too  ?" 

^  Can't  the  boy  see  ?"  said  Natty,  with  the  coolness  of  one 
accustomed  to  the  kind  of  danger  he  had  just  encountered. 
**  Had  ye  stayed  in  the  place  above  ten  minutes  longer,  you 
would  both  have  been  in  ashes,  but  here  you  may  stay  for 
ever,  and  no  fire  can  touch  you,  until  they  burn  the  rocks  as 
well  as  the  woods." 

With  this  assurance,  which  was  obviously  true,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  spot,  and  Natty  deposited  his  load,  placing  the 
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Indian  on  tbe  ground  with  his  back  against  a  fragment  of  the 
rocks.  Elizabeth  sank  on  the  ground,  and  buried  her  face  in 
her  hands,  while  her  heart  was  swelh'ng  with  a  variety  of  con- 
flicting emotions. 

"  Let  rae  urge  you  to  take  a  restorative,  Miss  Temple,"  said 
Edwards  respectfully  ;  "your  frame  will  sink  else." 

**  Leave  me,  leave  me,"  she  said,  raising  her  beaming  eyes  for  a 
moment  to  his ;  "  I  feel  too  much  for  words !  I  am  grateful, 
Oliver,  for  this  miraculous  escape ;  and  nf*xt  to  my  God  to 
you." 

Edwards  withdrew  to  the  edge  of  the  rock,  and  shouted — 
"  Benjamin !  where  are  you,  Benjamin  I" 

A  hoarse  voice  replied,  as  if  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
'*  Hereaway,  master ;  stowed  in  this  here  bit  of  a  hole,  which 
is  all  the  same  as  hot  as  the  cook's  coppers.  I'm  tired  of  mj 
berth,  d'ye  see,  and  if-so-be  that  Leather-stocking  has  got  much 
over-hauling  to  do  before  ho  sails  afler  them  said  beaver,  I'll  go 
into  dock  again,  and  ride  out  my  quarantine  till  I  can  get  prot- 
tick  from  the  law,  and  so  hold  on  upon  the  rest  of  my  'spa- 
niolas." 

"  Bring  up  a  glass  of  water  from  the  spring,"  continued 
Edwards,  "  and  throw  a  Httle  wine  in  it ;  hasten,  I  entreat 
you  ?" 

"  I  knows  but  little  of  your  small  drink,  master  Oliver," 
returned  the  steward,  his  voice  issuing  out  of  the  cave  into  the 
open  air,  '^  and  the  Jamaiky  held  out  no  longer  than  to  take  a 
parting  kiss  with  Billy  Kirby,  when  he  anchored  me  alongside 
the  highway  last  night,  where  you  run  me  down  in  the  chase. 
But  here's  sum'mat  of  a  red  color  that  may  suit  a  weak 
stomach,  mayhap.  That  Master  Kirby  is  no  first  rate  in  a 
lK)at ;  but  he'll  tack  a  cart  among  the  stumps,  all  the  same  as  a 
Lon'on  pilot  will  back  and  fill  through  the  colliers  in  the  Pool." 

As  the  steward  ascended  while  talking,  by  the  time  he  had 
ended  his  8})eech,  he  appeared  on  the  rock  with  the  desired  resto- 
ratives, exhibiting  the  worn-out  and  bloated  features  of  a  man 
who  had  run  deep  in  a  debauch,  and  that  lately. 
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Elizabeth  took  from  the  hands  of  Edwards  the  liquor  which 
he  offered,  and  then  motioned  to  be  left  again  to  herself. 

The  youth  turned  at  her  bidding,  and  observed  Natty  kindly 
assiduous  around  the  person  of  Mohegan.  When  their  eyes 
met,  the  hunter  said  sorrowfully — 

^^  His  time  has  come,  lad ;  I  see  it  in  his  eyes  ; — when  an 
Indian  fixes  his  eye,  he  means  to  go  but  to  one  place ;  and 
what  the  wilful  creaters  put  their  minds  on,  they^re  sure  to  do.^ 

A  quick  tread  prevented  the  reply,  and  in  a  few  moments, 
to  tlie  amazement  of  the  whole  party,  Mr.  Grant  was  seen 
clinging  to  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  striving  to  reach  the 
place  where  they  stood.  Oliver  sprang  to  his  assistance,  and  by 
their  united  efforts  the  worthy  divine  was  soon  placed  safely 
among  them. 

**  How  came  you  added  to  our  number  ?**  cried  Edwards. 
^  Is  the  hill  alive  with  people  at  a  time  like  this  T' 

The  hasty  but  pious  thanksgivings  of  the  clergyman  were 
soon  ejaculated ;  and  when  he  succeeded  in  collecting  his 
bewildered  senses,  he  replied — 

**  I  heard  that  my  child  was  seen  coming  to  the  mountain  ; 
and  when  the  fire  broke  over  its  summit,  my  uneasiness  drew 
me  up  the  road,  where  I  found  Louisa,  in  terror  for  Miss  Temple. 
It  was  to  seek  her  that  I  came  into  this  dangerous  place  ;  and 
I  think,  but  for  God's  mercy,  through  the  dogs  of  Natty,  I 
should  have  perished  in  the  flames  myself" 

"  Ay !  follow  the  hounds,  and  if  there's  an  opening  they'll 
scent  it  out,"  said  Natty ;  "  their  noses  be  given  them  the  same 
as  man's  reason." 

^*  I  did  so,  and  tliey  led  me  to  this  place ;  but,  praise  be  to 
God,  that  I  see  you  all  safe  and  well." 

"  No,  no,"  returned  the  hunter ;  "  safe  we  be,  but  as  for  well, 
John  can't  be  called  in  a  good  way,  unless  you'll  say  that  for  a 
man  that's  taking  his  last  look  at  'arth." 

^  He  speaks  the  truth  !"  said  the  divine,  with  the  holy  awe 

with  which  he  ever  approached  the  dying ; — ^^  I  have  been  by 

too  manv  death-beds,  not  to  see  that  the  hand  of  the  tyrant  is 

20* 
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laid  on  this  old  warrior.  Oh  !  how  consoling  it  is  to  kno^ 
that  he  has  not  rejected  the  offered  mercy  in  the  hour  of  his 
strength  and  of  worldly  temptations !  The  offspring  of  a  race 
of  heathens,  he  has  in  tmth  been  *  as  a  brand  plucked  from  iho 
burning.' " 

"  No,  no,"  returned  Natty,  who  alone  stood  with  him  by  the 
side  of  the  dying  warrior,  **  it's  no  burning  that  ails  him,  though 
his  Indian  feelings  made  him  scorn  to  move,  unless  it  be  the 
burning  of  man's  wicked  thoughts  for  near  fourscore  years ;  but 
it's  nater  giving  out  in  a  chase  that's  run  too  long.  Down  with 
ye.  Hector !  down,  I  say ! — Flesh  isn't  iron,  that  a  man  can  live 
for  ever,  and  see  his  kith  and  kin  driven  to  a  far  country,  and  he 
left  to  mourn,  with  none  to  keep  him  company." 

"  John,"  said  the  divine,  tenderly, "  do  you  hear  me  ?  do  you 
wish  the  prayers  appointed  by  the  church,  at  this  trpng 
moment  ?" 

The  Indian  turned  his  ghastly  fece  towards  the  speaker,  and 
fastened  his  dark  eyes  on  him,  steadily,  but  vacantly.  No  sig^ 
of  recognition  was  made  ;  and  in  a  moment  he  moved  his  head 
again  slowly  towards  the  vale,  and  began  to  sing,  using  his  own 
language,  in  those  low,  guttural  tones,  that  have  been  so  often 
mentioned,  his  notes  rising  with  his  theme,  till  they  swelled  so 
loud  as  to  be  distinct. 

^^  I  will  come  I  I  will  come !  to  the  land  of  the  just  I  will 
come !  The  Maquas  I  have  slain  ! — I  have  slain  the  Maquas ! 
and  the  Great  Spirit  calls  to  his  son.  I  will  come !  I  will 
come !  to  the  land  of  the  just  I  will  come  I" 

"  What  says  he.  Leather-stocking  ?"  inquired  the  priest,  with 
tender  interest ;  "  sings  he  the  Redeemer's  pnuse  ?" 

**  No,  no — 'tis  his  own  praise  that  he  speaks  now,'"  said  Natty, 
turning  in  a  melancholy  manner  from  the  sight  of  his  d3nng 
friend ;  "  and  a  good  right  he  has  to  say  it  all,  for  I  know  every 
word  to  be  true." 

"  May  Heaven  avert  such  self-righteousness  from  his  heart  I 
Humility  and  penitence  are  the  seals  of  Christianity ;  and 
without  feeling  them  deeply  seated  in  the  soul,  all  hope  is  delu* 
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SHVfl,  and  leads  to  vmn  expectations.  Fruse  himself!  when  lus 
whole  soul  and  body  should  unite  to  praise  his  Maker !  John  \ 
jou  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  a  gospel  ministry,  and  have 
been  called  from  out  a  multitude  of  Mnners  and  pagans,  and  1 
trust,  for  a  wise  and  gracious  purpose.  Do  you  now  feel  what 
it  is  to  be  justified  by  our  Saviour's  death,  and  reject  all  weak 
and  idle  dependence  on  good  works,  that  spring  from  man's 
pride  and  vainglory  P 

The  Indian  did  not  regard  his  interrogator,  but  be  raised  hia 
bead  agfuo,  and  swd  in  a  low,  distinct  voice — 

"  Who  can  say  that  the  Maqnas  know  the  back  of  Mohegan  f 
What  enemy  that  tnisted  in  Urn  did  not  see  the  moroing  t 
What  Mingo  that  he  chased  ever  sang  the  song  of  triumph  t 
Did  Mohegan  ever  lie  t  No ;  the  truth  lived  in  him,  and  none 
else  could  come  out  of  him.  In  his  youth  he  wag  a  warrior, 
and  his  moccasins  left  the  stain  of  blood.  In  his  age,  he  was 
wise;  his  words  at  tiie  council  fire  did  not  blow  away  with  the 
winds," 

"  Ah !  he  has  abandoned  that  vain  relic  of  paganism,  bin 
songs,"  cried  the  divine ; — "  what  saye  he  now  !  is  he  sensible 
of  hia  lost  stater 

"  Lord  !  man,"  s^d  Natty,  "  he  knows  his  end  is  at  hand  as 
well  as  you  or  I;  but,  so  far  from  thinking  it  a  loss,  be  believes 
it  to  be  a  great  gain.  He  is  old  and  stiff,  and  you  have  made 
t)ie  game  so  scarce  and  shy,  that  better  shots  than  him  find  it 
hard  to  get  a  livelihood.  Now  he  thinks  he  shall  travel  where 
it  will  always  be  good  hunting ;  where  no  wicked  or  unjust 
Indians  can  go ;  and  where  he  shall  meet  all  hb  tribe  together 
ag'ia.  There's  not  much  loos  in  that,  to  a  man  whose  hands 
are  hardly  fit  for  basket-making.  Loss !  if  there  be  any  loss, 
'twill  be  to  me.  Fm  sure,  after  he's  gone,  there  will  be  bat 
little  left  for  me  but  to  follow." 

"  His  example  and  end,  which,  I  humbly  trust,  shall  yet  be 
made  glorious,"  returned  Mr.  Grant, "  should  lead  your  miud  to 
dwelt  on  the  things  of  another  life.  But  I  feel  it  to  be  ray  duty 
to  smootbe  tlie  way  for  the  parting  spirit.     This  is  the  momeiit, 
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John,  wlieu  the  reflection  that  jou  did  not  reject  the  mediation 
of  the  Redeemer,  will  bring  balm  to  your  soul.  Trust  not  to 
any  act  of  former  days,  but  lay  the  burden  of  your  sins  at  his 
feet,  and  you  have  his  own  blessed  assurance  that  he  will  not 
desert  you." 

"  Though  all  you  say  be  true,  and  you  have  scripter  gospels 
for  it,  too,''  said  Natty,  ^*  you  will  make  nothing  of  the  Indian. 
He  hasn't  seen  a  Moravian  priest  sin'  the  war ;  and  it's  hard  to 
keep  them  from  going  back  to  their  native  ways.  I  should 
think  'twould  be  as  well  to  let  the  old  man  pass  in  peace.  He's 
happy  now ;  I  know  it  by  his  eye ;  and  thaCs  more  than  I 
would  say  for  the  chief^  sin*  the  Ume  the  Delawares  broke  up  from 
the  head-waters  of  their  river,  and  went  west  Ah's  me  !  'tis  a 
grievous  long  time  that,  and  many  dark  days  have  we  seen 
together  sin'  it" 

"  Hawk-eye !"  said  Mohegan,  rousing  with  the  last  glim- 
mering of  life.  "  Hawk-eye !  listen  to  the  words  of  your 
brother.'* 

"  Yes,  John,"  said  the  hunter,  in  English,  strongly  afiected  by 
the  appeal,  and  drawing  to  his  side ;  "  we  have  been  brothers ; 
and  more  so  than  it  means  in  the  Indian  tongue.  What  would 
ye  have  with  me,  Chingachgook  ?" 

"  Hawk-eye !  my  fathers  call  me  to  the  happy  hunting- 
grounds.  The  path  is  clear,  and  the  eyes  of  Mohegan  grow 
young.  I  look — but  I  see  no  white-skins  ;  there  are  none  to  be 
seen  but  just  and  brave  Indians.  Farewell,  Hawk-eye — ^you 
shall  go  with  the  Fire-eater  and  the  Young  Eagle,  to  the  white 
man's  heaven ;  but  I  go  after  my  fathers.  Let  the  bow,  and 
tomahawk,  and  pipe,  and  the  wampum  of  Mohegan  be  laid  in 
his  grave ;  for  when  he  starts  'twill  be  in  the  night,  like  a  war- 
rior on  a  war-party,  and  he  cannot  stop  to  seek  them." 

"  What  says  he,  Nathaniel  ?"  cried  Mr.  Grant,  earnestly,  and 
with  obvious  anxiety ;  "  does  he  recall  the  promises  of  the  medi- 
ation ?  and  trust  his  salvation  to  the  Rock  of  Asfcs  ?" 

Although  the  faith  of  the  hunter  was  by  no  means  clear,  yel 
Uie  fruits  of  early  instruction  had  not  entirely  fallen  in  the  wil- 
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doraess.     He  believed  in  one  God,  and  one  heaven ;  and  when 
the  strong  feeling  excited  by  the  leave-taking  of  his  old  compa 
nion,  which  was  exhibited  by  the  powerful  working  of  every 
muscle  in  his  weather-beaten  face,  suffered  him  to  speak,  he 
replied — 

"  No — no — ^he  trusts  only  to  the  Great  Spirit  of  the  savages, 
and  to  his  own  good  deeds.  He  thinks,  like  all  his  people,  that 
he  is  to  be  young  agMn,  and  to  hunt,  and  be  happy  to  the  end 
of  etarnity.  It^s  pretty  much  the  same  with  all  coloi's,  parson. 
I  could  never  bring  myself  to  think,  that  I  shall  meet  with 
these  hounds,  or  my  piece,  in  another  world ;  though  the 
thoughts  of  leaving  them  for  ever  sometimes  brings  hard  feel- 
ings over  me,  and  makes  me  cling  to  life  with  a  greater  craving 
than  beseems  three-score-and-ten." 

*^  The  Lord  in  his  mercy  avert  such  a  death  from  one  who  has 
been  sealed  with  the  sign  of  the  cross  !^*  cried  the  minister,  in 
holy  fen'or.     "John — " 

He  paused  for  the  elements.  During  the  period  occupied  by 
the  events  which  we  have  related,  the  dark  clouds  in  the  horizon 
had  continued  to  increase  in  numbers  and  magnitude  ;  and  the 
awful  stillness  that  now  pervaded  the  air,  announced  a  crisis  in 
the  state  of  the  atmosphere.  The  flames,  which  yet  continued 
to  rage  along  the  sides  of  the  mountain,  no  longer  whirled  in 
uncertain  currents  of  their  own  eddies,  but  blazed  high  and 
steadily  towards  the  heavens.  There  was  even  a  quietude  in 
the  ravages  of  the  destructive  element,  as  if  it  foresaw  that  a 
hand,  greater  than  even  its  own  desolating  power,  was  about  to 
stay  its  progress.  The  piles  of  smoke  which  lay  above  the  val- 
ley began  to  rise,  and  were  dispelling  rapidly ;  and  streaks  of 
vivid  lightning  were  dancing  through  the  masses  of  clouds  that 
impended  over  the  western  hills  While  Mr.  Grant  was  speak- 
ing, a  flash,  which  sent  its  quivering  light  through  the  gloom, 
laying  bare  the  whole  opposite  horizon,  was  followed  by  a  loud 
crash  of  thunder,  that  rolled  away  among  the  hills,  seeming  to 
shake  the  foundations  of  the  earth  to  their  centre.  Mohegao 
raised  himself,  as  if  in  obedience  to  a  signal  for  his  departure, 
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and  stretched  his  wasted  arm  towards  the  west  His  dark  ^ico 
lighted  with  a  look  of  joy ;  which,  with  all  other  expression, 
gradually  disappeared ;  the  muscles  stiffening  as  they  retreated 
to  a  state  of  rest;  a  slight  convulsion  played,  for  a  single 
instant,  about  his  lips ;  and  his  arm  slowly  dropped  by  his  side ; 
leaving  the  frame  of  the  dead  warrior  reposing  against  the  rock, 
witli  its  glassy  eyes  open,  and  fixed  on  the  distant  hills,  as  if  the 
deserted  shell  were  tracing  the  flight  of  the  spirit  to  its  new 
abode. 

All  this  Mr.  Grant  witnessed  in  silent  awe ;  but  when  the  last 
echoes  of  the  thunder  died  away,  he  clasped  his  hands  together, 
with  pious  energy,  and  repeated,  in  the  fiill,  rich  tones  of 
assured  faith — 

*''  O  Lord !  how  unsearchable  are  thy  judgments :  and  thy 
ways  past  finding  out !  *  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and 
that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth :  and  though 
after  my  skin,  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I 
see  God :  whom  I  shall  see  for  myself,  and  mine  eyes  shall 
behold,  and  not  another.' " 

As  the  divine  closed  this  burst  of  devotion,  he  bowed  his 
head  meekly  to  his  bosom,  and  looked  all  the  dependence  and 
humility  that  the  inspired  language  expressed. 

When  Mr.  Grant  retired  from  the  body,  the  hunter  ap- 
proached, and  taking  the  rigid  hand  of  his  friend,  looked  him 
wistfully  in  the  face  for  some  time  without  speaking,  when  he 
gave  vent  to  his  feelings  by  saying,  in  the  mournful  voice  of  one 
who  felt  deeply — 

**  Red  skin  or  white,  it's  all  over  now !  He's  to  be  judged 
by  a  righteous  Judge,  and  by  no  laws  that's  made  to  suit  times, 
and  new  ways.  Well,  there's  only  one  more  death,  and  the 
world  will  be  left  to  me  and  the  hounds.  Aii*s  me !  a  man 
must  wait  the  time  of  God's  pleasure,  but  I  begin  to  weary  of 
life.  There  is  scarcely  a  tree  st^inding  that  I  know,  and  it's 
hard  to  find  a  face  that  I  was  acquainted  with  in  my  younger 
days.*' 

Large  drops  of  rain  began  now  to  fall,  and  difiuse  themselves 
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ovei  the  dry  rock,  while  the  approach  of  the  thunder  shower 
was  rapid  and  certain.  The  body  of  the  Indian  was  hastily 
i-emoved  into  the  cave  beneath,  followed  by  the  whining 
hounds,  who  missed,  and  moaned  for  the  look  of  intelligenoc 
Uiat  had  always  met  their  salutations  to  the  chief. 

Edwards  made  some  hasty  and  confused  excuse  for  no\ 
taking  Elizabeth  into  the  same  place,  which  was  now  completely 
closed  in  front  with  logs  and  bark,  saying  something  that  she 
hardly  understood  about  its  darkness,  and  the  unpleasantness 
of  being  with  the  dead  body.  Miss  Temple,  however,  found  a 
sufficient  shelter  against  the  torrent  of  rain  that  fell,  under  the 
projection  of  a  rock  which  overhung  them.  But  long  before 
the  shower  was  over,  the  sounds  of  voices  were  heard  below 
them  crying  aloud  for  Elizabeth,  and  men  soon  appeared,  beat- 
mg  the  dying  embers  of  the  bushes,  as  they  worked  their  way 
cautiously  among  the  unextinguished  brands. 

At  the  first  short  cessation  in  the  rain,  Oliver  conducted 
Elizabeth  to  the  road,  where  he  left  her.  Before  parting,  how- 
ever, he  found  time  to  say,  in  a  fervent  manner,  that  his  com- 
panion was  now  at  no  loss  to  interpret — 

"  The  moment  of  concealment  is  over,  Miss  Temple.  By  this 
time  to-morrow,  I  shall  remove  a  veil  that  perhaps  it  has  been 
weakness  to  keep  around  me  and  my  affairs  so  long.  But  I  have 
had  romantic  and  foolish  wishes  and  weaknesses  :  and  who  has 
not,  that  is  young  and  torn  by  conflicting  passions  ?  God  bless 
you  I  I  hear  your  father's  voice ;  he  is  coming  up  the  road,  and 
I  would  not,  just  now,  subject  myself  to  detention.  Thank 
Heaven,  you  are  safe  again  ;  that  alone  removes  the  weight  of 
a  world  from  my  spirit  !*' 

He  waited  for  no  answer,  but  sprang  into  the  woods.  Eliza- 
beth, notwithstanding  she  heard  the  cries  of  her  father  as  he 
called  upon  her  name,  paused  until  he  was  concealed  among 
the  smoking  trees,  when  she  turned,  and  in  a  moment  rushed 
into  the  arms  of  her  half-distracted  parent 

A  carriage  had  been  provided,  into  which  Miss  Temple 
hastily  entered ;  when  the  cry  was  passed  along  the  hill,  that 
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the  lost  one  was  foun<!i.  and  the  people  returned  to  the  village, 
wet  and  dirty,  but  elated  with  the  thought  that  the  daughter 
of  their  landlord  had  escaped  from  so  horrid  and  untimely  an 
end.* 


*  The  probability  or  a  fire  in  the  woods,  similar  to  that  here  described,  hM  been 
questioned.  The  writer  can  only  say  that  he  once  witnessed  a  fire  in  another  part 
uf  New  York  that  cooqielled  a  man  lo  desert  his  wafon  and  hones  in  the  highway, 
and  in  which  the  latter  were  destroyed.  In  order  lo  estimate  the  probability  of 
such  an  event,  it  is  necessary  to  remember  the  efiects  of  a  long  drought  in  thit 
climate,  and  the  abundance  of  dead  wood  which  is  found  in  a  forest  like  that 
described.  The  fires  in  the  American  forests  frequently  rage  to  such  an  extent  aa 
to  produce  a  sensible  effect  on  the  atmosphere  at  the  distance  of  fifty  milos. 
Maoses,  barm,  and  fences  ore  quite  commonly  swept  awny  in  their  conr«te. 
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The  lieav^  showen  that  prevailed  during  tlie  reiniuiider  of 
the  day  completely  stopped  tlie  progreas  of  ^e  flames  ;  though 
glimmering  fires  were  observed  during  the  night,  on  different 
parts  of  the  hill,  wherever  there  was  a  collection  of  fuel  to  feed 
the  element  The  next  day  tlie  woods,  for  many  miles,  were 
black  and  smoking,  and  were  stripped  of  every  vestige  of  brush 
und  dead  wood  ;  but  the  pines  and  hemlocks  still  reared  their 
beads  proudly  among  the  hills,  aud  even  the  sm.iUer  trees  of 
the  forest  retained  a  feeble  appeai'ance  of  life  and  vegetation. 

The  many  tongues  of  rumor  were  busy  ia  exaggeratiog  the 
miraculous  escape  of  Elizabeth  ;  and  a  report  was  generally 
credited,  that  Muhegaa  had  actually  perished  in  the  flames. 
This  belief  became  confirmed,  and  was  ijideed  rendered  probable, 
when  the  direful  inttUigence  reiiched  the  village,  that  Jothnm 
Riddel],  the  miner,  was  found  in  his  hole,  nearly  dead  with  suf- 
fbcalion,  and  burnt  to  audi  a  degree  that  no  hopes  were  enter- 
t^ned  of  Ilia  life. 

The  public  attention  became  muk:h  alive  to  the  evcnta  of  the 
Inst  few  days;  and  just  at  this  crisis,  the  convicted  counterfeitera 
took  the  hint  from  Natty,  and,  on  the  night  succeeding  the  fire, 
found  means  to  cut  tlirough  their  log  prison  also,  nnO  to  escape 
unpunished.  When  this  news  began  to  circulate  through  the 
village,  blended  with  the  (ate  of  Jotham,  and  tlie  exaggerated 
and  tortured  reporia  of  the  evenia  on  the  hill,  the  popular 
opiuion  waa  freely  eipn-esed,  aa  to  the  propriety  of  seizing  such 
of  the  fugitives  as  remained  nithin  reach.     Mea  talked  of  the 


Leather-stocking,  and  that,  consequently,  uie; 
responsible  for  the  damages.  Tliis  opinion  soon  i 
being  most  circulated  by  those  who,  by  their  own 
had  caused  the  evil ;  and  there  was  one  irresistib 
common  sentiment,  that  an  attempt  should  be  mi 
the  offenders.  Richard  was  by  no  means  deaf 
and  by  noon  he  set  about  in  earnest,  to  see  the  la 

Several  stout  young  men  were  selected,  and  tal 
an  appearance  of  secresy,  where  they  received  si 
charge  from  the  Sheriff,  immediately  under  Ui 
removed  from  the  ears,  of  all  in  the  village.  Posse 
ledge  of  their  duty,  these  youths  hurried  into 
a  bustling  manner,  as  if  the  &te  of  the  world  dej 
diligence,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with  an  air  of  n 
as  if  they  were  engaged  on  secret  matters  of  the 

At  twelve  precisely,  a  drum  beat  the  "  long  : 
^  Bold  Dragoon,**  and  Richard  appeared,  accomi 
tain  HoUister,  who  was  clad  in  his  vestments  as 
the  "  Templeton  Light-Infantry,"  when  the  fonr 
the  latter  the  aid  of  the  posse  comitatus,  in  enf 
of  the  country.  We  have  not  room  to  record  i 
the  two  gentlemen  on  this  occasion,  but  the 
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As  this  corps  was  composed  of  volunteers,  and  was  conv- 
manded  by  a  man  who  bad  passed  the  first  five-and-thirty  years* 
of  his  life  in  camps  and  garrisons,  it  was  the  nonpareil  of  mili 
tary  science  in  that  country,  and  was  confidently  pronounced  by 
the  judicious  part  of  the  Templeton  community,  to  be  equal  in 
skill  and  appearance  to  any  troops  in  the  known  world;  in 
physical  endowments  they  were,  certainly,  much  superior !  To 
tliis  assertion  there  were  but  three  dissenting  voices,  and 
one  dissenting  opinion.  The  opinion  belonged  to  Marmaduko, 
who,  however,  saw  no  necessity  for  its  promulgation.  Of 
the  voices,  one,  and  that  a  pretty  loud  one,  came  from  the 
spouse  of  the  commander  himself,  who  frequently  reproached 
her  husband  for  condescending  to  lead  such  an  irregular  band  of 
warriors,  after  he  had  filled  the  honorable  station  of  sergeant- 
major  to  a  dashing  corps  of  Virginian  cavalry  through  much  of 
the  recent  war. 

Another  of  these  sceptical  sentiments  was  invariably  expressed 
by  Mr.  Pump,  whenever  the  company  paraded,  generally  in 
some  such  terms  as  these,  which  were  uttered  with  that  sort  of 
meekness  that  a  native  of  the  island  of  our  fore&thers  is  apt  to 
assume,  when  he  condescends  to  praise  the  customs  or  cha- 
racter of  her  truant  progeny — 

^  IVs  mayhap  that  they  knows  sum*mat  about  loading  and 
firing,  d'ye  see ;  but  as  for  working  ship !  why  a  corporal's 
guard  of  the  Boadishey's  marines  would  back  and  fill  on 
their  quarters  in  such  a  manner  as  to  surround  and  cap- 
tivate them  all  in  half  a  glass."  As  there  was  no  one  to  deny 
this  assertion,  the  marines  of  the  Boadicea  were  held  in  a  corres- 
ponding degree  of  estimation. 

The  third  unbeliever  was  Monsieur  Le  Quoi,  who  merely 
whispered  to  the  Sheriff,  that  the  corps  was  one  of  the  finest  he 
had  ever  seen,  second  only  to  the  Mousquetaires  of  Le  Bon 
Louis !  However,  as  Mrs.  HoUister  thought  there  was  some- 
thing like  actual  service  in  the  present  appearances,  and  was,  in 
consequence,  too  busily  engaged  with  certain  preparations  of 
her  own,  to  make  her  comments ;  as  Benjamin  was  absent,  and 
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ciirrying  the  motion  through  to  the  le 
larity.  When  eacli  musket  was  quietly 
Bituation,  the  order  was  given  to  whec 
march.  As  this  was  bringing  raw  troo 
their  enemy,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
was  executed  with  their  usual  accuracy; 
struck  up  the  inspiring  air  of  Yankee-d( 
accompanied  by  Mr.  DooHttle,  preceded 
down  the  street,  Captain  Hollister  led 
elevated  to  forty-five  degrees,  with  a  lit 
perched  on  his  crown,  carrying  a  tremenc 
at  a  poise,  and  trailing  at  his  heels  a  h 
that  had  war  in  its  very  clattering.  Thei 
of  difficulty  in  getting  all  the  platoons 
look  the  same  way ;  but,  by  the  time  the 
of  the  bridge,  the  troops  were  in  sufficier 
In  this  manner  they  marched  up  the  hill 
the  mountain,  no  other  alteration  taking  p 
tion  of  the  forces,  excepting  that  a  mul 
made  by  the  Sheriff  and  the  magistrate,  ( 
which  gradually  brought  these  gentleme 
will    be  unnecessary  to  detail  the  minute  o 


obo.     The    men    looked    at    one   another  with  aeriouit  tacec 
and  Eirani  and  Richard  began  to  corwult  tc^ether,  apart 

At  this  conjuncture,  they  were  joined  by  Billy  Kirby,  who 
came  along  the  highway,  with  his  axe  under  bis  ami,  » 
much  in  advance  of  hia  team  as  Captain  Hollister  had  been 
cf  his  troops  in  the  ascent  The  wood-chnpper  was  amazed 
at  the  military  array,  but  the  Sheriff  eagerly  availed  himself 
of  this  powerful  reinforcement,  and  commanded  his  assistance 
in  putting  the  laws  in  force.  Billy  held  Mr.  Jones  in  too 
much  deference  to  object ;  and  it  was  finally  arranged  that 
he  should  be  the  bearer  of  a  summons  to  the  garrison  to 
surrender,  before  they  proceeded  to  extremities.  The  troops 
now  divided,  one  party  being  led  by  the  captain,  over  the 
Vision,  and  were  brought  in  on  the  left  of  the  cave,  while 
the  remainder  advanced  upon  ite  right,  under  the  orders  of 
the  lieutenant  Mr.  Jones  and  Dr.  Todd — for  the  surgeon 
was  in  attendance  also — appeared  on  the  platform  of  rock, 
immediately  over  the  heads  of  the  garrison,  though  out  of 
their  sight  Hiram  thought  this  approaching  too  near,  and 
he  therefore  accompanied  Kirby  along  the  side  of  the  hill, 
to  within  a  safe  distance  of  the  fortjficatjons,  where  be  look 
shelt«r  behind  a  tree.  Moat  of  the  men  discovered  great 
accuracy  of  eye  in  bringing  some  object  in  range  between 
them  and  their  enemy,  and  the  only  two  of  the  besiegers, 
who  were  left  in  plain  sight  of  the  besieged,  were  Captain 
Hollister  on  one  side,  and  the  wood-chopper  on  the  other. 
The  veteran  stood  up  boldly  to  the  front,  supporting  his  heavy 
Bword,  in  one  undeviating  position,  with  his  eye  £ied  Srmly  on 
his  enemy,  while  the  huge  form  of  Billy  was  placed  in  that 
kind  of  quiet  repose,  with  either  hand  thrust  into  his  bosom, 
bearing  his  axe  under  his  right  arm,  which  permitted  him,  like 
bis  own  oxen,  to  rest  standing.  So  far,  not  a  word  had  been 
exchanged  between  tlie  belligerents.  The  besieged  had  drawn 
together  a  pile  of  black  logs  and  branches  of  trees,  whicb 
they  had  formed  into  a  chevanx-de-frise,  making  a  little  circular 
ubbatis  in  front  of  the  entrance  to  the  cave.     As  the  ground 
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was  steep  and  slippery  in  every  direction  around  the  place,  and 
Benjamin  appeared  behind  the  works  on  one  side,  and  Natty  on 
the  other,  the  arrangement  was  by  no  means  contemptible, 
especially  as  the  front  was  sufficiently  guarded  by  the  difficulty 
of  the  approach.  By  this  time,  Kirby  had  received  his  orders, 
and  he  advanced  coolly  along  the  mountain,  picking  his  way 
with  the  same  indifference  as  if  he  were  pursuing  his  ordinary 
business.  When  he  was  within  a  hundred  feet  of  the  works, 
the  long  and  much  dreaded  rifle  of  the  Leather-stocking 
was  seen  issuing  from  the  parapet,  and  his  voice  cried  aloud — 

"Keep  off!  Billy  Kirby,  keep  off!  I  wish  ye  no  harm  ;  but 
if  a  man  of  ye  all  comes  a  step  nigher,  there'll  be  blood  spilt 
atwixt  us.  God  forgive  the  one  that  draws  it  first,  but  so  it 
must  be." 

"Come,  old  chap,"  said  Billy,  good-naturedly,  "don't  be 
crabbed,  but  hear  what  a  man  has  got  to  say.  IVe  no  consam 
in  the  business,  only  to  see  right  'twixt  man  and  man ;  and  I 
don't  kear  the  valie  of  a  beetle  ring  which  gets  the  better ;  but 
there's  Squire  Doolittle,  yonder  behind  the  beech  sapling,  he 
has  invited  me  to  come  in  and  ask  you  to  give  up  to  the  law 
—that's  all." 

"  I  see  the  varmint !  I  see  his  clothes !"  cried  the  indignant 
Natty ;  "  and  if  he'll  only  show  so  much  flesh  as  will  bury  a 
rifle  bullet,  thirty  to  the  pound,  I'll  make  him  feel  me.  Go 
away,  Billy,  I  bid  ye :  you  know  my  aim,  and  I  bear  you  no 
malice." 

"  You  over-calculate  your  aim.  Natty,"  said  the  other,  as  he 
stepped  behind  a  pine  that  stood  near  him  ;  "if  you  think  to 
shoot  a  man  through  a  tree  with  a  three  foot  butt  I  can  lay 
this  tree  right  across  you  in  ten  minutes,  by  any  man's  watch, 
and  in  less  time,  too ;  so  be  civil — I  want  no  more  than  what's 
right." 

There  was  a  simple  seriousness  in  the  countenance  of  Natty, 
that  showed  he  was  much  in  earnest ;  but  it  was  also  evident 
that  he  was  reluctant  to  shed  human  blood.  He  answered  the 
vaunt  of  the  wood-chopj)er,  by  saying — 
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"I  know  fou  drop  a  tree  where  jou  will,  Billy  Kirby ;  but 
If  you  show  a  hand,  or  an  arm,  in  iJoing  it,  there'll  be  bones  to 
be  set,  and  blood  to  stauQcb.  If  it's  only  to  get  iato  the  cave 
that  ye  waat,  wait  till  a  two  boure'  sun,  and  you  may  enter  it 
iu  welcome  ;  but  come  in  now  you  shall  not.  There's  one  dead 
body  already,  lying  on  the  cold  rocks,  and  there's  another  in 
which  the  life  caa  hardly  be  said  to  stay.  If  you  will  come  in, 
there'll  be  dead  without  as  well  as  witlun." 

The  wood-chopper  stepped  out  fearlessly  &om  his  cover,  and 

"  That's  fair ;  and  what's  lair  is  right.  He  wants  you  to 
stop  till  it's  two  houn  to  sundown ;  nnd  I  see  reason  in  the 
thing.  A  man  can  give  up  when  he's  wrong,  if  you  don't 
crowd  him  too  hard ;  but  you  crowd  a  man,  and  he  gets  to  be 
like  a  stubborn  ox — the  more  you  beat,  the  worse  he  kicks." 

The  sturdy  notions  of  indepeudence  maiDtained  by  Billy, 
neither  suited  the  emergency  nor  the  impatience  of  Mr.  Jones, 
who  was  burning  with  a  desire  to  examine  the  hidden  mysteries 
of  the  cave.  He  therefore  interrupted  thb  amicable  dialogue 
with  bis  own  voice. 

"  I  command  you,  Nathaniel  Bumppo,  by  my  authority,  h> 
BUrreader  your  person  to  the  law,"  he  cried.  "  And  I  command 
you,  gentlemen,  to  aid  me  in  performing  my  duty.  Benjamin 
Penguillan,  I  arrest  you,  and  order  you  to  follow  me  lo  the  jail 
of  the  county,  by  virtue  of  this  warrant" 

"  rd  follow  ye,  Squire  Dickens,"  said  Benjamin,  removing  the 
pipe  from  his  mouth  (for  during  the  whole  scene  the  ex-major- 
domo  had  been  very  composedly  smoking) ;  "ay  !  Td  s^l  in 
your  wake,  to  the  end  of  the  world,  if-so-be  that  there  was  such 
a  place,  where  there  isn't  seeing  that  it's  round.  Now,  mayhap. 
Master  HoUister,  having  lived  all  your  life  on  shore,  you  isn't 
acquMnted  that  the  world,  d'ye  see " 

"  Surrender  !"  interrupted  the  veteran,  in  a  voice  that  start- 
led his  hearers,  and  which  actually  caused  his  own  forces  to 
rectnl  several  paces;  "surrender,  Benjamin  PenguUum,  or 
expect  no  quarter." 
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'*  Damn  your  quarter  T  said  Benjamin,  rising  from  the  loir  on 
which  he  was  seated,  and  taking  a  squint  along  the  barrel  of 
the  swivel,  which  had  been  brought  on  the  hill  during  the 
night,  and  now  formed  the  means  of  defence  on  his  side  of  the 
works.  "  Look  you,  Master,  or  Captain,  thof  I  questions  if  ye 
know  the  name  of  a  rope,  except  the  one  that's  to  hang  yo, 
thcre^  no  need  of  singing  out,  as  if  ye  was  hailing  a  deaf  man 
on  a  top-gallant  yard.  Mayhap  you  think  you've  got  my  true 
name  in  your  sheep-skin  ;  but  w^hat  Br'tish  sailor  finds  it  worth 
while  to  sail  in  these  seas,  without  a  sham  on  his  stem,  in  case 
of  need,  d'ye  see.  If  you  call  me  Penguillan,  you  calls  me  by 
the  name  of  the  man  on  whose  land,  d'ye  sec,  I  hove  into  day- 
light ;  and  he  was  a  gonlleman ;  and  that's  more  than  my 
worst  enemy  will  say  of  any  of  the  family  of  Benjamin 
Stubbs." 

"  Send  the  warrant  round  to  me,  and  Fll  put  in  an  alias,** 
cried  Hiram,  from  behind  his  cover. 

**  Put  in  a  jackass,  and  you'll  put  in  yourself.  Mister  Doo-but- 
little,"  shouted  Benjamin,  who  kept  squinting  along  his  little 
iron  tube,  with  great  steadiness. 

"  I  give  you  but  one  moment  to  yield,"  cried  Richard. 
**  Benjamin !  Benjamin !  this  is  not  the  gratitude  I  expected 
from  you." 

"  I  tell  you,  Richard  Jones,"  said  Natty,  who  dreaded  the 
Sheriff's  influence  over  his  comrade ;  "  though  the  canister  the 
gal  brought  be  lost,  there's  powder  enough  in  the  cave  to  lift 
the  rock  you  stand  on.  I'll  take  off  my  roof  if  you  don't  hold 
your  peace." 

"  I  think  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  my  office  to  parley  further 
with  the  prisoners,"  the  Sheriflf  observed  to  his  companion, 
while  they  both  retired  with  a  precipitancy  that  Captain  Hollister 
mistook  for  the  signal  to  advance. 

"  Cliarge  baggonet !"  shouted  the  veteran  ;  "  march  !** 

Although  this  signal  was  certainly  expected,  it  took  the 
assailed  a  little  by  surprise,  and  the  veteran  approached  the 
works,  crying,  "  Courage,  my  brave  lads !  give  them  no  quarter 
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nnkss  they  surrender ;"  tind  struck  a  furious  bb^  upwards 
with  his  sabre,  that  would  have  divide.)  the  s'^waid  into  muieties, 
by  subjecting  htm  to  the  process  of  decapitation,  but  for  the  for- 
tuuiile  iuterfcreuce  of  the  muzzle  of  the  swivei.  As  it  waa,  the 
yiiii  was  dismounled  at  the  critical  moment  that  Benjamiu  was 
ap|ilyitig  his  pipe  to  the  priming,  iind,  in  consequence,  some 
five  or  six  dozen  of  rifle  bullets  were  projected  into  the  air,  in 
nearly  a  perpendicular  line.  Fhiloeoiihy  teaches  us  that  the 
atmosphere  will  not  rctiun  lead  ;  and  two  pounds  of  tlie  metal, 
moulded  into  bulleU  of  thirty  to  the  pound,  after  describing  an 
tUipis  in  their  journey,  rctunieJ  to  the  earth  rattling  among 
the  branches  of  the  trees  directly  over  the  beads  of  the  troops 
s.'.-ilionei]  in  the  rear  of  their  captain.  Much  of  the  success  of 
an  attack,  made  by  irregular  soldiers,  depends  on  the  direction 
in  which  they  are  first  got  in  motion.  In  the  present  instance, 
it  was  retrograde,  and  in  less  than  a  minute  after  the  bellowing 
report  of  the  swivel  among  the  rocks  and  caverns,  the  whole 
weight  of  the  attack  from  the  left  rested  on  the  prowess  of  the 
single  arm  of  the  veteran.  Benjamin  received  a  severe  contu- 
sion from  the  recoil  of  his  gun,  which  produced  a  short  stupor, 
during  which  period  the  cx-stcward  was  prostrate  on  the 
ground.  Captiiin  Uollister  availed  himself  of  this  circumstance 
to  scramble  oicr  the  breast-work,  and  obtain  a  footing  in  the 
bastion — for  such  was  the  nature  of  the  fortress,  as  connected 
with  the  cave.  The  moment  the  veteran  found  himself  witliin 
the  works  of  his  enemy,  he  rushed  to  the  edge  of  the  fortjfica- 
tion,  and  waving  his  sabre  over  his  head,  shouted — 

"  Victory  !  come  on,  my  bravo  boys,  the  work's  our  own  !" 
All  this  was  perfectly  military,  and  was  such  an  example  as 
a  gallant  oQicer  was  in  some  measure  bound  to  exhibit  to  hia 
men  ;  but  the  outcry  was  the  unlucky  cause  of  turning  the  tide 
of  success.  Natty,  who  had  been  keeping  a  vigilant  eye  on  the 
wood-chopjier,  and  the  enemy  immediately  before  him,  wheeled 
at  tliis  alarm,  and  was  appalled  at  beholding  his  comrade  on 
the  ground,  and  the  veteran  standing  on  his  own  bulwark,  giv- 
ing forth  the  cry  of  \ictory  !     The  muzda  of  the  Ictig  rifle  wm 
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ground,  so  steep  and  slippery  was  (he  si 
seemed  tc  recede  from  under  them.  Hi 
so  irregular  as  utterly  to  confuse  the  fac 
During  its  continuance,  he  supposed  hirr 
charging  through  the  ranks  of  his  ene 
made  a  blow,  of  course,  as  at  a  foot  sold 
making  the  cut  "  St  George"  at  a  half-l 
in  the  highway,  and,  to  his  utter  amaze 
own  spouse.  When  Mrs.  Hollister,  who 
followed  by  at  least  twenty  curious  boys 

(1 '  on  the  staflf  with  which  she  ordinarily  wa 

■  i  other  an  empty  bag,  witnessed  this  explo 

I    /"}  nation  immediately  got  the  better,  not  c 

of  her  philosophy. 

"  Why,  sargeant !  is  it  flying  ye  are 
should  live  to  see  a  husband  of  mine 
inimy  I  and  sich  a  one !  Here  have  1 1 
we  come  along,  all  about  the  saige  of  Y 
was  hurted  ;  and  how  yeM  be  acting  tl 
and  I  mate  ye  retraiting  jist  as  the  first 
may  trow  away  the  bag !  for  if  there's  j 
wife  of  sich  as  yeerself  that  will  be  priv 
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"  la  the  luan  mad  !"  iuterruptei]  his  wife — "  divil  tlie  hoiso 
do  }'e  own,  aargeaat,  and  ye're  nothiDg  but  a  shabby  captwa 
of  malaiahy.  Oh !  If  the  ra'al  captaia  was  here,  'tis  the 
otlier  way  ye'd  be  ridiDg,  dear,  or  you  would  not  follow  you* 
l^er  I" 

While  tbb  worthy  couple  vere  thus  discussing  events,  tiie 
battle  began  to  rage  more  violently  than  ever  above  them. 
When  the  Leather-stocking  saw  his  enemy  fairly  under  head- 
way, as  Benjamin  would  express  it,  he  gave  his  attention  again 
lo  the  right  wing  of  the  assailants.  It  would  have  been  easy 
for  Kirby,  with  fab  powerful  frame,  to  have  seized  the  moment 
to  scale  the  bastion,  and,  with  his  great  strength,  to  hnve  sent 
both  its  defenders  in  pursuit  of  the  veteran;  but  hostility 
appeared  to  be  the  passion  that  the  wood-chopper  indulged  the 
least  in  at  that  moment,  for,  in  a  voice  that  was  heard  by  the 
retrea^ng  lefl  wing,  ho  shouted — 

"  Hurra  !  well  done,  captain  1  keep  it  up  !  how  he  handles 
his  bush-hooV!  he  makes  nothing  of  a  sapling!"  and  such 
other  encouraging  exclamations  to  the  flying  vel«rau,  until, 
overcome  by  mirth,  the  good-natured  fellow  seated  himself  on 
the  ground,  kicking  tlie  earth  with  delight,  and  giving  vent  (o 
peal  after  peal  of  laughter. 

Natty  stood  all  this  Ume  in  a  menacing  attitude,  with  hiit 
riSe  pointed  over  the  breast-work,  watching  with  a  quick  and 
cautious  eye  tlie  least  movement  of  the  assailants.  The  outcry 
unfortunately  tc-mpted  the  ungovernable  curiosity  of  Ilirnm  to 
take  a  peep  from  behind  his  cover  at  the  slate  of  the  battle. 
Though  this  evolution  was  performed  wiih  great  caution,  in 
protecting  his  front,  he  left,  like  many  a  better  commander,  his 
rear  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  his  enemy.  Mr.  Doolittle 
belonged  physically  to  a  class  of  his  countrymen,  to  whom 
nature  has  denied,  in  tlicir  formation,  the  use  of  curved  lines. 
Everything  about  him  was  either  straight  or  angular.  But  his 
tailor  was  a  woman  who  worked,  like  a  regimental  contractor, 
by  a  set  of  rules  that  gave  the  same  configuration  to  the  whole 
human  species.     Consequ*"itly  when  Mr.  Doolittle  leaned  fbtv 
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ward  in  the  manner  described,  a  loose  drapery  appeared  behind 
the  tree,  at  which  the  lille  of  Natty  was  pointed  with  the  quick- 
ness of  lightning.  A  loss  ex})erienced  man  would  have  aimed 
at  the  flowing  robe,  which  hung  like  a  festoon  half  way  to  the 
earth  ;  but  the  Leather-stocking  knew  both  the  man  and  his 
female  tailor  better  ;  and  when  the  smart  report  of  the  rifle  was 
he.ird,  Kirby,  who  watched  the  whole  manoeuvre  in  breathless 
expectation,  saw  th3  bark  fly  from  the  beach,  and  the  cloth,  at 
some  distance  above  tlie  loose  folds,  wave  at  the  same  instant. 
No  battery  was  ever  unmasked  with  more  promptitude  than 
Hiram  advanced  from  behind  the  tree  at  this  summons. 

lie  made  two  or  three  steps,  with  great  precision,  to  the 
front,  and  placing  one  hand  on  the  afflicted  part,  stretched  forth 
the  other,  with  a  menacing  air  towards  Natty,  and  cried  aloud — 

**  Gawl  darn  ye  !  this  shan't  be  settled  so  easy ;  I'll  follow  it 
up  fron»  the  *  common  pleas'  to  the  *  court  of  errors.' " 

Such  a  shocking  imprecation,  from  the  mouth  of  so  orderly  a 
man  as  Squire  Doolittle,  with  the  fearless  manner  in  which  he 
exix>sed  himself,  together  with,  {>erhaps,  the  knowledge  that 
Natty's  rifle  was  unloaded,  encouraged  the  troops  in  the  rear, 
who  gave  a  loud  shout,  and  fired  a  volley  into  the  tree-tops, 
after  the  contents  of  the  swivel.  Animated  by  their  own  lioise, 
the  men  now  rushed  on  in  earnest ;  and  Billy  Kirby,  who 
thought  the  joke,  good  as  it  was,  had  gone  far  enough,  was  io 
the  act  of  scjiling  the  works,  wheji  Judge  Temple  appeared  on 
the  opposite  side,  exclaiming — 

"  Silence  and  peace  1  why  do  I  see  murder  and  bloodshed 
attempted  ?  is  not  the  law  sufficient  to  protect  itself,  that  armed 
bands  must  be  gathered,  us  in  rebellion  and  war,  to  see  justice 
performed  ?" 

**  Tis  the  posse  comitatus,^'  shouted  the  Sherifl*,  from  a  distant 
rock,  "  who " 

"  Say  rather  a  posse  of  demons.     I  command  the  peace.'' — 

"  Hold !  shed  not  blood !"  cried  a  voice  from  the  top  of  the 
Vision.  "  Hold,  for  the  sake  of  Heaven,  fire  no  more !  all  shall 
l>e  yielded  !  you  shall  enter  the  cave !" 


•*    -      "\ 
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Aninzcioent  produced  the  desired  efiect  Natty,  who  had 
relo.ided  his  piece,  quietly  seated  hiiasclf  on  tlio  logs,  nod  rested 
liis  he.id  on  liis  Imnd,  wLile  the  "  Light  Infautry"  ceased  their 
military  movements,  and  wailed  the  issue  in  suspense. 

In  less  than  a  minute  Edwards  came  rushing  down  the  hill, 
followed  by  Major  llartmann  with  a  velocity  that  v/m  surpris- 
ing for  his  years.  They  reached  the  tcirace  in  an  instant,  from 
which  the  youth  led  the  way,  by  the  hollow  in  the  rock,  to  the 
oouth  of  the  ciive,  into  wliicli  they  both  entered;  leaniig  all 
without  silent,  and  gazing  after  them  witli  astonishmcnU 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

I  am  dumb. 
Were  yoa  the  Doctor,  and  I  knew  70a  boC? 

BHAKsrsAmc 

DuRiNO  the  five  or  six  minutes  that  elapsed  before  the  youth 
and  Major  re-appeared,  Judge  Temple  and  the  Sheriff^  togetlier 
with  most  of  the  volunteers,  ascended  to  the  terrace,  where  tho 
Litter  began  to  express  their  conjectures  of  the  result,  and  to 
recount  their  individual  services  in  the  conflict.  But  the  sight 
of  the  peace-makers  ascending  the  ravine  shut  every  mouth. 

On  a  rude  chair,  covered  with  undressed  deer-skins,  they 
supported  a  human  being,  whom  they  seated  carefully  and 
respectfully  in  the  midst  of  tho  assembly.  Ilis  head  was 
covered  by  long  smooth  locks  of  the  color  of  snow.  Ilis  dress, 
which  was  studiously  neat  and  clean,  was  composed  of  such 
fabrics  as  none  but  the  wealthiest  classes  witar,  but  was  thread- 
bare and  patched ;  and  on  his  feet  were  placed  a  pair  of 
moccasins,  ornamented  in  the  best  manner  of  Indian  ingenuity. 
The  outlines  of  his  face  were  grave  and  dignified,  though  his 
vacant  eye,  which  opened  and  turned  slowly  to  the  fiices  of 
those  around  him  in  unmeaning  looks,  too  surely  announced 
that  the  }>eriod  had  arrived,  when  ago  brings  the  mental  imbe- 
cility of  childhood. 

Natty  had  followed  the  supporters  of  this  unexpected  object 
to  the  top  of  the  cave,  and  took  his  sUition  at  a  little  distance 
behind  him,  leaning  on  his  rifle,  in  the  midst  of  his  pur- 
suers, with  a  fearlessness  that  showed  that  heavier  interests  tlian 
those  which  affected  himself  were  to  be  decided.  Major  ilart- 
mann  placed  himself  beside  the  aged  man,  uncovered,  with  his 
whole  soul  beaniing  through  those  eyes  which  so  commonly 
danced  \sith  frolic  and  humor.      Edwards  rested  with  one  hand 
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&miliarlj,  but  affectionately,  on  the  chair,  though  his  heart  was 
swelling  with  emotions  that  denied  him  utterance. 

All  eyes  were  gazing  intently,  but  each  tongue  continued 
mute.  At  length  the  decrepit  stranger,  turning  his  vacant 
looks  from  &ce  to  face,  made  a  feeble  attempt  to  rise,  while 
a  faint  smile  crossed  his  wasted  face,  like  an  habitual  effort 
at  courtesy,  as  he  said,  in  a  hollow,  tremulous  voice — 

"  Be  pleased  to  be  seated,  gentlemen.  The  council  will  open 
immediately.  Each  one  who  loves  a  good  and  virtuous  king, 
will  wish  to  see  these  colonies  continue  loyal.  Be  seated — 
I  pray  you,  be  seated,  gentlemen.  The  troops  shall  halt  for  the 
night." 

^*  This  is  the  wandering  of  insanity  T'  said  Marmaduke  ;  '^  who 
will  explain  this  scene  ?'' 

"No,  sir,"  said  Edwards,  firmly,  "'tis  only  the  decay  of 
nature ;  who  is  answerable  for  its  pitiful  condition,  remains  to  be 
shown." 

"Will  the  gentlemen  dine  with  us,  my  son?"  said  the 
old  stranger,  turning  to  a  voice  that  he  both  knew  and 
loved.  "Order  a  repast  suitable  for  his  Majesty's  officers. 
You  know  we  have  the  best  of  game  always  at  command." 

"  Who  is  this  man  ?"  asked  Marmaduke,  in  a  hurried  voice, 
m  which  the  dawnings  of  conjecture  united  with  interest  to  put 
the  question. 

"  This  man !"  returned  Edwards  calmly,  his  voice,  however, 
gradually  rising  as  he  proceeded ;  "  this  man,  sir,  whom  you 
behold  hid  in  caverns,  and  deprived  of  everything  that  can 
make  life  desirable,  was  once  the  companion  and  counsellor  of 
those  who  ruled  your  country.  This  man,  whom  you  sco 
helpless  and  feeble,  was  once  a  warrior,  so  brave  and  fear- 
less, that  even  the  intrepid  natives  gave  him  the  name  of 
the  Fire-eater.  This  man,  whom  you  now  see  destitute  of  even 
the  ordinary  comfort  of  a  cabin,  in  which  to  shelter  his  head, 
was  once  the  owner  of  great  riches ;  and.  Judge  Temple,  he  was 
the  rightful  proprietor  of  this  very  soil  on  which  we  stand. 
This  man  was  the  father  of — " 
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"This  then,"  cried  Marmaduko,  with  a  powerful  omotioii, 
*  tliis,  then,  is  the  lost  Mjijor  Effingham  P 

"Lost  indeed/'  sjiid  the  youth,  fixing  a  piercing  eye  od 
the  other. 

"  And  you !  and  you !"  continued  the  Judge,  articulating  with 
difficulty. 

"  I  am  his  grandson." 

A  minute  passed  in  profound  silence.  All  eyes  were  tixed  on 
the  speakere,  aud  even  the  old  German  appear^nl  to  wait 
the  issue  in  deep  anxiety.  But  the  moment  of  agitation  soon 
passed.  Marmaduke  raised  his  head  from  his  bosom,  where  it 
had  sunk,  not  in  shame,  but  in  devout  mental  thanksgiv- 
ings, and,  as  large  tears  fell  over  his  fine  manly  face,  he  grasped 
the  hand  of  the  youth  warmly,  and  said — 

"Oliver,  I  forgive  all  thy  harshness — all  thy  suspicions. 
I  now  see  it  all.  I  forgive  thee  everything,  but  suffering 
this  aged  man  to  dwell  in  such  a  place,  when  not  only  my 
habitation,  but  my  fortune,  were  at  his  and  thy  command." 

"  He's  true  as  ter  steel !"  shouted  Major  Hartmann ;  "  titn't  I 
tell  you,  lat,  dat  Marmatuke  Temple  vast  a  frient  dat  woult 
never  fail  in  ter  dime  as  of  neet  ?" 

"  It  is  true.  Judge  Temple,  that  my  opinions  of  your  conduct 
have  been  staggered  by  what  this  worthy  gentleman  has  told 
me.  When  I  found  it  impossible  to  convey  my  grandfather 
back  whence  the  enduring  love  of  this  old  man  brought 
him,  without  detection  and  exposure,  I  went  to  the  Mohawk  in 
quest  of  one  of  his  former  comrades,  in  whose  justice  I  had 
dependence.  He  is  your  friend.  Judge  Temple,  but  if  what 
he  says  be  true,  both  my  father  and  myself  may  have  judged 
you  harshly." 

"  You  name  your  father !"  said  Marmaduke,  tenderly — "  was 
he,  indeed,  lost  in  the  packet  ?" 

"  He  was.  He  had  left  me,  after  several  years  of  fruit- 
less application  and  comparative  poverty,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
to  obtain  the  comj>ensation  for  his  losses  which  the  British 
commissioners  had  at  length  awarded.     Afler  spending  a  year 
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in  Kiigland,  he  was  returning  to  Haliriix,  on  liia  way  to  n 
goveniment  to  which  ho  h;id  been  ujipoinU!d,  in  the  West 
Indies,  intending  to  go  the  place  where  my  gTAndfather  had 
sojourned  during  and  since  the  war,  and  taice  him  witli  us." 

"  But  tliou  !"  said  Marmadulie,  with  powerful  interest ;  "  1 
had  tliought  tlint  tliou  hadst  perished  with  bim." 

A  flusli  passed  over  the  cheeks  of  tlie  young  man,  who  gazed 
about  bim  at  the  wondering  feces  of  the  volunteers,  and  conti- 
nued silent.  Marniadulce  turned  to  the  veteran  capbuu,  who 
just  then  rejoined  his  command,  and  said — 

"  March  thy  soldiers  bacli  ^ain,  and  dismiss  them  ;  the  zeal 
of  the  Sheriff  has  much  mistaken  bis  duty.  Dr.  Todd,  I  will 
thank  you  to  attend  to  the  injury  which  iriram  Doolittte 
has  received  in  this  untoward  aSair.  Richard,  you  will  oblige 
me  by  sending  up  the  carriage  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  Benjamin, 
retiirn  to  your  duty  in  my  family." 

Unwelcome  as  tliese  ordt'Ts  were  to  most  of  the  auditors,  the 
suspicion  that  they  had  somewhat  exceeded  the  wholesome 
restraints  of  the  law,  and  the  habitual  respect  with  whieli 
ull  the  commands  of  the  Judge  were  received,  induced  a 
prompt  compliance. 

When  they  were  gone,  and  the  rock  was  left  to  the  parties 
most  interested  in  an  explanation,  Marmnduhe,  pointing  to  the 
aged  Major  Effingham,  stud  to  his  grandson — 

"  Had  we  not  better  remove  tliy  parent  from  this  open 
place,  until  my  carriage  can  arrive  V" 

"  Pardon  me,  sir,  the  air  does  bim  good,  and  be  has  taken  it 
it  whenever  there  was  no  dread  of  a  discovery.  I  know  not 
how  to  act,  Judge  Temple;  ought  I,  can  I,  suffer  Major  Effing- 
ham to  become  an  inmate  of  your  fiimily  V 

"  Thou  shall  be  thyself  the  judge,"  said  Marmaduke.  "  Thy 
father  was  my  early  friend.  He  intrusted  bis  fortune  to 
my  care.  When  we  Keparated,  he  had  such  confidence  in  me, 
that  he  wished  no  security,  no  evidence  of  the  trust,  even  had 
there  being  time  or  couvenienoe  lor  exacting  it. — Tbia  thou 
ha.^t  heard !" 

21* 
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'^Most  truly,  sir,**  said  Edwards,  or  rather  Effingham,  as  we 
must  now  call  him. 

"  Wo  ditFered  in  pohtics.  If  the  cause  of  this  country 
>vas  successful,  the  trust  was  sacred  with  me,  for  none  knew  of 
thy  father's  interest  If  the  crown  still  held  its  sway,  it  would 
be  easy  to  restore  the  property  of  so  loyal  a  subject  as  Colonel 
Effingham. — Is  not  this  plain  ?" 

"  The  premises  are  good,  sir,"  continued  the  youth,  with  the 
same  incredulous  look  as  before. 

"  Listen — listen,  poy,"  said  the  German.  "  Dere  is  not  a  hair 
as  of  ter  rogue  in  ter  het  of  her  Tchooge." 

"  We  all  know  the  issue  of  the  struggle,"  continued  Marma- 
duke,  disregarding  both.  "  Thy  grandtather  wjis  left  in  Con- 
necticut, regularly  supplied  by  thy  father  with  the  means^ 
of  such  a  subsistence  as  suited  his  wants.  This  I  well  knew, 
though  I  never  had  intercourse  with  him,  even  in  our  happiest 
days.  Thy  father  retired  with  the  troops  to  prosecute  his  claims 
on  England.  At  all  events,  his  losses  must  be  great,  for 
his  real  estates  were  sold,  and  I  became  the  lawful  purchaser.  It 
wjis  not  unnatural  to  wish  that  he  might  have  no  bar  to  its  just 
recovery." 

"  There  was  none,  but  the  difficulty  of  providing  for  so  many 
claimants." 

**  But  there  would  have  been  one,  and  an  insuperable  one,  had 
I  announced  to  the  world  that  I  held  these  estates,  multiplied, 
by  the  times  and  my  industry,  a  hundred  fold  in  value,  only  as 
his  trustee.  Thou  knowest  that  I  supplied  him  with  considera- 
ble sums,  immediately  after  the  war." 

"  You  did,  until ^" 

"  My  letters  were  returned  unopened.  Thy  father  had  much 
of  thy  own  spirit,  Oliver  ;  ho  was  sometimes  hnsty  and  rash." 
The  Judge  continued,  in  a  self  condemning  manner — "  Perhajvs 
my  fault  lies  the  other  way  ;  I  may  possibly  look  too  far  ahead, 
and  calculate  too  deeply.  It  cx*rt*iinly  was  a  severe  trial 
to  allow  the  man  whom  I  most  loved,  to  think  ill  of  mo  for 
se\en  years,  in  order  that  he  might  honestly  apply  for  his  just 
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!r!tt)0DB.  But  bHtl  ho  opt^ned  mj  last  Ictteni,  thou 
woiildst  linvc  learntKl  tLe  whole  trutli.  Those  I  sent  him 
to  Bnglunil,  hy  what  iny  agent  writM  mc,  im  did  read.  IIo 
died,  Oliver,  knowing  all.  He  died,  mv  Triend,  and  I  tboiigiit 
thou  liadst  died  with  hiin." 

"  Our  poverty  would  not  permit  us  to  pay  for  two  passages," 
said  the  youth,  witli  Uie  extraordinary  emotion  with  which  ho 
ever  alluded  to  the  degraded  stat«  of  his  family ;  "  I  was  lefL  in 
the  Province  to  wait  for  his  rt'turn,  and  when  the  sad  news  of 
liis  loss  reached  me,  I  was  nearly  penniless." 

"  And  what  didst  thou,  boy !"  asked  Marmaduke  in  a  falter- 
ing voice. 

"  [  took  my  passage  here  in  search  of  my  grandfather ;  fi.>r  I 
well  knew  that  his  n'sourccs  were  gone,  with  the  lialf-jwy  of 
my  father.  On  reaching  his  abode,  I  learnt  that  he  hud  left  it 
in  secret ;  though  the  reluctant  hireling,  who  had  deserted  him 
in  bis  poverty,  owned  to  my  urgent  entreaties,  that  ho  believed 
he  had  been  carried  away  by  an  old  man  who  had  formerly 
been  his  servanL     I  knew  at  once  it  wiis  Natty,  for  my  father 


"  Was  Natty  a  servant  of  thy  grandfather  !"  exclmined  tlie 
Judge. 

"  Of  that,  too,  were  yon  ignorant !"  said  the  youth,  in  evident 
surprise. 

"  Uow  should  I  know  it )  I  never  met  iXie  Major,  nor  was 
the  name  of  Bunippo  ever  mentioned  to  nie.  I  kauvr  him  only 
as  a  man  of  tlie  woods,  and  one  who  lived  by  hunting.  Such 
men  are  too  common  to  excite  surprise." 

"  Ho  was  reared  in  the  family  of  my  grandfather ;  served  him 
for  many  years  during  their  campaigns  at  tlie  nest,  where  ho 
became  attached  to  the  woods;  and  he  was  left  here  ns  a 
kind  of  locum  tenons  on  tlie  lands  that  old  Mohegan  (whoso 
life  my  grandfather  once  saved)  induced  the  [)clawareti  to  grant 
to  him,  when  they  admitted  him  as  an  honorary  member  of 
their  tribe." 

"  Thiti,  then,  is  thy  Indian  bloodT 
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"  At.:  vrr-r  vi-:  •:■!:  Friz  Ilinraai.r.  :""  >.i:.l  liio  German 
r-rj  r'^'::-.:':i'.'7  :  -  .::>:  Lev^r  Ltat  a  came  as  ».«t  ok  Friu  Hart- 
rrianri  fr-.rii  >r  rrj-;:  •>:  ler  fa-ier.  la: :" 

-  I  rr.av  Lav-  :--^n  mLsiaken,  ^rLiirmen,"  retained  the  Touth  : 
"  *o!jt  I  hai'i  j-ri.i.-,  .'t'.'i  c-ju'A  noi  *u>imii  to  >uoh  an  ex[«j6ure  as 
thi^  ^}ay  e\rri  Lan  r'.-iuctantir  bn:>u^lit  U>  iiirhl.  I  bad  plans 
tii'it  mi;;^bt  liave  b^-^n  \Ui.»narY:  but,  s'hould  mv  parent  sur^nve 
till  autuiDTt,  I  purfNjfied  taking:  faim  with  me  to  the  city,  where 
¥,*:  havf:  d'sL'int  ri^latives,  who  must  have  learnt  to  forjet  the 
Torv  bv  this  tim»r.     IIo  Jecavs  rapidlv."  be  ci>ntinued,  mourn- 

*  «  via 

fiillv,  "an*!  mu*t  s^x>n  lie  bv  the  si-lo  iif  old  Moiiecan." 

1  h*;  air  l>:in;^  J^nre,  and  the  day  tine,  the  parly  continued 
er>nv<-r!»inj^  on  lh«;  r<x:k,  until  the  uhevls  of  Judge  Temple's 
<^irriaj;<j  wfre  hoard  clallcrini^  up  the  side  of  tlie  mountain, 
durihi;  wliiob  tirno  tho  conversation  was  maintained  with  deep 
intcn-«t,  f'fi(']i  motiiont  clearing  up  some  doubtful  action,  and 
K*  •Mining  iIk;  antipathy  of  the  youth  to  Marmaduke.     He  no 
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longer  ubjticted  to  tin)  removal  of  bis  grandfather,  who  diaplayed 
a  childish  pleiisuru  when  he  found  hiiuscif  seated. once  more  in 
a  carriage.  When  placed  in  tlie  Htnjilo  hall  of  tiie  Mansion- 
house,  the  e3*ea  of  the  aged  veteran  lurned  slowly  to  the  objects 
iu  the  apartment,  and  a  look  like  the  dawn  of  intellect  would, 
for  moments,  flit  ucruss  hia  features,  when  he  invariably  offered 
some  useless  courtesies  to  those  near  hiin,  wnnderiog  painfully, 
in  his  subjects.  The  exercise  and  the  change  soon  produced  an 
uithaustion  that  caused  them  to  remove  him  to  his  bed,  where 
he  biy  for  hours,  evidently  sensible  of  the  change  in  his  coinforta, 
and  exhibiting  tliat  mortifying  picture  of  hunian  nature, 
nhich  too  plainly  shows  that  llie  propensities  of  the  animal 
continue  even  after  the  nobler  part  of  tlie  creature  appears  to 
have  vanished. 

Until  his  j>arent  was  placed  comfortably  in  bed,  with  Natty 
sealed  at  bis  side,  Effingham  did  not  quit  him.  lie  then  obeyed 
H  summons  to  tlie  library  of  the  Judge,  where  he  found  the  latler, 
with  Major  Ilartmaun,  wailing  for  him. 

"  Read  tliis  paper,  Oliver,"  stud  Mnrmaduke  to  him,  as  he 
entered,  "  and  thou  wilt  find  that,  so  far  from  inlendiog  Ihv 
family  wrong  during  life,  it  has  been  my  care  to  see  that  justice 
should  be  done  at  eveu  a  later  day." 

The  youth  took  the  paper,  which  his  first  glance  told  him 
was  the  will  of  llie  Jud^e.  liurricd  and  agitated  as  he  was,  he 
discovered  that  the  date  corresjiondeJ  with  the  time  of  the 
unusual  depression  of  Marmaduke.  As  he  proceeded  his  eyes 
began  to  moisten,  and  the  hand  which  held  the  instrument 
shook  violently. 

The  will  commenced  with  Uie  usual  forms,  spun  out  by  tlio 
ingenuity  of  Mr.  Van  der  School ;  but  after  this  subject  was 
foirly  exhausted,  the  jieu  of  Marmaduke  became  plainly  visible. 
Ill  clear,  distinct,  manly,  and  even  eloquent  language,  be 
recounted  his  obligations  to  Colonel  Effingham,  the  nature  of 
their  connexion,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  they  separated. 
He  then  proceeded  to  relate  tlie  motives  of  his  long  silenoe, 
ment'ooing,  however,  large  sums  that  he  had  fbrwxrdud  to  hu 
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friend,  which  had  been  returned  with  the  letters  unoj^ened. 
A.(ler  this,  he  spoke  of  his  search  for  the  grandfather,  who  had 
unaccountably  disappeared,  and  his  fears  that  the  direct  heir  of 
the  trust  was  buried  in  the  ocean  with  his  &ther. 

After,  in  short,  recounting  in  a  clear  narrative,  the  events 
which  our  readers  must  now  be  able  to  connect^  he  proceeded 
to  make  a  fair  and  exact  statement  of  the  sums  left  in  his  care 
by  Colonel  Effingham.  A  devise  of  his  whole  estate  to  certain 
responsible  trustees  followed  ;  to  hold  the  same  for  the  benefit, 
in  equal  moieties,  of  his  daughter,  on  one  {tart,  and  of  Oliver 
Effingham,  formerly  a  major  in  the  army  of  Great  Britain,  and 
of  his  son,  Edward  Effingham,  and  of  his  son  Edward  Oliver 
Effingham,  or  to  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the  descendants  of 
such  survivor,  for  ever,  on  the  other  part  The  trust  was  to 
endure  until  1810,  when,  if  no  person  appeared,  or  could  be 
found,  after  sufficient  notice,  to  claim  the  moiety  so  devised, 
then  a  certain  sum,  calculating  the  principal  and  interest  of  his 
debt  to  Colonel  Effingham,  was  to  be  paid  to  the  heirs  at  law 
of  the  Effingham  family,  and  the  bulk  of  his  estate  was  to  bo 
conveyed  in  fee  to  his  daughter,  or  her  heirs. 

The  tears  fell  from  the  eyes  of  the  young  man,  as  he  rend 
this  undeniable  testimony  of  the  good  faith  of  Marraaduke, 
and  his  bewildered  gaze  was  still  fastened  on  the  paper, 
when  a  voice,  that  thrilled  on  every  nerve,  spoke  near  him, 
saying — 

'*  Do  you  yet  doubt  us,  Oliver  ?" 

"  I  have  never  doubted  you  r  cried  the  youth,  recovering 
Jiis  recollection  and  his  voice,  as  he  sprang  to  seize  the  hand  of 
Elizabeth ;  "  no,  not  one  moment  has  my  faith  in  you 
wavered." 

"  And  my  father " 

"  God  bloss  him  !" 

"  I  thank  thco,  my  son,"  said  the  Judge,  exchanging  a  warm 
pressure  of  the  hand  with  the  youth ;  "  but  we  have  both 
erred ;  thou  ha«*t  been  too  hastv,  and  I  have  been  too  slow. 
One  half  of  my  estates  shall  be  thine  as  soon  as  they  can  bo 
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conveyed  to  thee  ;  and  if  what  my  suspicions  tell  nie  be  true,  1 
Bit|>|>osc  the  other  must  follow  speedily."  lie  look  the  hand 
which  ho  held,  and  united  it  with  tliat  of  his  daughter,  nnd 
motioned  towards  tha  door  to  the  Major. 

"  I  telt  you  vat,  gal  ?"  said  the  old  German,  good-humor- 
edly ;  "  if  I  vast  as  I  vast  ven  I  senit  mit  his  grandfadcr  on 
(er  lakes,  ter  lazy  t<^  sbouln't  vin  ter  prize  as  hr  nottin." 

"  Come,  come,  old  Fritz,"  said  the  Judge  ;  "  you  are  Bcrenty, 
not  ii^venteen ;  Kchard  waits  for  you  with  a  bowl  of  cgK'^ogi  in 
the  hall." 

"Eichart!  ter  duyvel!"  exclaimed  the  other,  hastening  out 
of  the  room  ;  "  he  makes  ter  nog  nat  for  ter  hone.  I  vilt  show 
ter  Sheriff  mit  my  own  hants !  Ter  duyvel !  I  pelieve  he 
sweetens  mit  ter  yankae  melasses  !" 

Marmaduka  smiled  and  nodded  ^ectionat«ly  nt  the  young 
couple,  and  closed  the  door  afl«r  them.  If  any  of  our  readers 
expect  that  we  are  going  to  open  it  again,  for  tlieir  gratification, 
they  lire  mistaken. 

The  tCte-&-t£te  continued  for  a  very  unreaaonablo  time  ;  how 
long  we  shall  not  say ;  but  it  was  ended  by  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  for  at  that  hour  Monsieur  Le  Quoi  made  his  appear^ 
ancc  agreeably  to  the  appointment  of  the  preceding  day,  mid 
claimed  the  ear  of  Miss  Temple.  He  was  admitted  ;  when  he 
made  an  offer  of  his  hand,  with  much  suavity,  together  with 
his  "amis  beeg  and  loet',  his  p^re,  his  more,  and  his  sucrc- 
boosli."  Elizabeth  might,  possibly,  have  previously  entered  into 
some  embarrassing  and  binding  engagementt  with  Ohver,  for 
she  declined  tlie  tcndor  of  all,  in  terms  as  polite,  though  per- 
haps  a  little  more  decided,  than  those  in  which  they  were  made. 

The  Frenchman  soon  joined  the  German  and  the  Sheriff  in 
the  hall,  who  compelled  him  to  take  a  seat  with  them  at  the 
table,  where,  by  the  aid  of  punch,  wine,  and  egg-nog,  they  soon 
extracted  from  the  complaisant  Monsieur  Le  Quoi  the  nature  of 
his  vi^t.  It  was  endent  that  he  had  made  the  offer,  as  a  duty 
which  a  well-bred  man  owed  to  a  lady  in  such  n  retJred  place, 
before  he  left  the  country,  and  that  his  feelings  were  but  very 
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little,  if  at  all,  interested  in  the  matter.  After  a  few  potatioiiis 
the  waggish  pair  {XTSuaded  the  exhilarated  Frenchman  that 
there  was  an  inexcusable  partiality  in  offering  to  one  lady,  and 
not  extending  a  similar  courtesy  to  another.  Consequently, 
about  nine,  Monsieur  Le  Quoi  sallied  forth  to  the  rectory,  on  a 
similar  mission  to  Miss  Grant,  which  proved  as  successful  as  his 
tirst  effort  in  love. 

When  he  returned  to  the  Mansion-house,  at  ten,  Kichnrd  nnd 
the  Major  were  still  seated  at  the  table.  They  attempted  to 
persuade  the  Gaul,  as  the  Sheriff  called  liim,  thai  ho  should 
next  try  Remarkable  Pettibone.  But,  though  stimulated  by 
mental  excitement  and  wine,  two  hours  of  abstruse  logic  were 
thrown  away  on  this  sul)joct ;  for  he  declined  their  advice,  with 
a  pertinacity  truly  astonishing  in  so  polite  a  man. 

When  Benjamin  lighted  Monsieur  Le  Quoi  from  the  door,  lie 
said,  at  partini^ — 

"  If-so-be,  Muunsheer,  you'd  run  alongside  Mistress  Pretty- 
bones,  as  the  Squire  Dickens  was  bidding  ye,  'tis  my  notion 
you'd  have  been  graj»|»led  ;  in  which  cjise,  d'ye  see,  you  mought 
have  been  troubled  in  swinging  clear  again  in  a  handsome  man- 
ner ;  for  thof  Miss  'Lizzy  and  the  parson's  young'un  be  tidy 
little  vessels,  that  shoot  by  a  body  on  a  wind.  Mistress  Remark- 
able is  sum'mat  of  a  galliot  fashion  ;  wlien  you  once  takes  'em 
in  tow,  they  doesn't  like  to  be  cast  oft'  again." 
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TuE  events  of  our  tak  cjirry  us  tlirougli  tlie  inimnicr  ;  and 
iifUr  making  nearly  tlio  circle  of  tbc  year,  wo  must  (include  our 
iiibois  in  tlio  duliglilful  montli  of  October.  Many  iriiportant 
incidents  liiid,  however,  occurr.:d  in  tlie  intervening  period;  « 
I'lW  of  wUich  it  may  be  necessary  to  rccounL 

Tlie  two  principal  were  liie  marriage  of  Oliver  and  Elizabetli, 
and  tlie  dealh  of  Major  EtHngiinm.  Tliey  both  took  pl;ico 
early  in  Sejitenibcr ;  and  tlie  former  pn'ccded  llie  latter  only  a 
fvw  days.  Tlie  old  man  jinsscd  away  like  tlie  lust  glimmerini; 
of  a  ta[«r ;  and  thougli  hia  death  cH.st  a  melancholy  over  tlie 
family,  grief  could  not  follow  encb  an  end. 

One  of  tlio  chief  concerns  of  Marmaduke  was  to  reconcile  the 
even  conduct  of  a  magistratu  with  the  course  that  his  feelings 
dictated  to  the  criniinaU.  Tlie  day  succeeding  the  discovery  at 
the  cave,  however.  Natty  and  Denjaniin  re-entered  the  jail 
{•eaccahly,  where  they  continued,  w<'ll  ted  and  comfortable,  until 
iho  return  of  an  cy|)rcsg  to  Albany,  who  brought  the  Governors 
{iiirdon  to  the  Ijcatlicr-stocklng.  In  the  meantime,  proper 
incatis  were  employed  to  satisfy  Biram  fur  the  assaults  on  hi.4 
person  ;  and  on  tlie  same  day,  the  two  comrades  issued  togclhf  r 
into  society  again,  witJi  their  characters  not  at  all  affected  by  the 
imprisonment. 

Mr.  Doolittle  began  to  discover,  tliat  neither  architect!) rt-,  nor 
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liis  law,  wns  quite  suitable  to  the  growing  wealth  and  intelli- 
gence  of  the  sett1i?iiiciit ;  and  atlcr  exacting  the  last  cent  that 
was  attainable  in  his  coinjiromUes,  to  use  the  language  of  tlie 
country,  he  "  pulled  up  stakes,"  and  proceeded  further  weat, 
scaltering  bis  professional  science  and  legal  learning  through 
the  land ;  vestlgi.'s  of  both  of  which  are  to  be  discovered  there 
oven  to  the  present  hour. 

Poor  Jotham,  whose  life  pwd  the  forfeiture  of  his  folly, 
acknowledged  before  he  died,  that  his  reasons  for  lelieving  in  a 
tuin<i  were  extracted  from  the  li{)s  of  a  sibyl,  who,  hy  looking  in 
a  magic  glass,  was  enabled  to  discover  the  hidden  treasures  of 
the  earth.  Such  sujtersEttion  was  frequent  in  the  new  settle- 
rnents ;  and  after  the  first  surprise  was  over,  the  better  part  of 
the  community  forgot  the  subject.  But,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  removed  from  the  breast  of  Richard  a  lingering  suspicion  of 
ibe  acts  of  the  three  hunters,  it  conveyed  o  mortifying  leasou  lo 
which  brought  many  quiet  hours,  in  future,  to  his  <: 
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a  morning,  about  the  midille  of  the  month,  that  Oliver  entered 
the  hall  ivhorc  Elizabeth  vaa  issuing  her  usual  orders  lor  the 
day,  nnd  requested  her  to  join  him  in  a  short  excursion  to  Uie 
Ulfo  side.  Tho  tender  melancholj  in  the  manner  of  her  hus- 
band caught  the  attention  of  Elizabeth,  who  instantly  abandoned 
her  concerns,  threw  a  light  shanl  acros:»  her  shouldore,  and  con- 
cealing her  raven  hair  tinder  a  gipsy,  she  took  his  arm,  and 
submitted  liersclf,  without  a  question,  to  his  guidance.  They 
crossed  the  bridge,  and  Lad  turned  from  the  higliwi.y,  along 
the  margin  of  the  lake,  before  a  word  was  exchanged.  Eliza- 
beth well  knew,  by  the  direction,  the  object  of  tlie  walh,  and 
respected  the  feelings  of  her  companion  too  much  to  indulge  in 
untimely  conrersntion.  But  when  they  gained  tho  open  fields, 
and  her  eye  roamed  over  the  placid  lake,  covered  with  wild 
fowl  already  journeying  from  tlie  great  northern  waters  to  seek 
a  warmer  sun,  but  lingering  to  play  in  tho  limjiid  sheet  of  tho 
Otsego,  and  to  the  sides  of  tho  mountain,  which  were  gay  with 
the  thousand  dyes  of  autumn,  as  if  to  grace  their  bridal,  the 
swelling  henrl  of  the  young  wife  burst  out  in  speech. 

"  Tliis  is  not  a  time  for  silence,  Oliver !"  she  said,  clinging 
more  fondly  to  his  arm  ;  "everything  in  nature  seems  to  speak 
the  praises  of  the  Creator ;  why  should  we,  who  have  so  much 
to  bo  grateful  for,  bo  silent!" 

"  Speak  on  !"  smd  her  husband,  smiling ;  "  I  love  the  sounds 
of  your  voice.  You  must  anticipate  our  errand  hither :  I  have 
told  you  my  plans  :  how  do  you  like  them  !" 

"  I  must  first  see  then),"  returned  his  wife.  "  But  I  have  bad 
my  plans  too;  it  is  time  I  should  b^n  to  divulge  them." 

"  You !  It  is  something  fur  the  comfort  of  my  old  friend 
Natty,  I  know." 

"  Cert-iinly  of  Natty ;  but  we  have  otlier  friends  besides 
tbe  Leather-stocking  to  serve.  Do  you  forget  Louisa,  and  her 
father)" 

"  No,  surely  ;  have  I  not  ^ven  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county  to  the  good  divine.  As  for  Louisa,  T  shoulil  wish  you  to 
Loop  her  always  near  us." 
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*•  You  do !"  said  Elizabeth,  slightly  compressing  her  lips ; 
"but  poor  Louisa  may  have  other  views  for  herself;  she  may 
wish  to  follow  my  example,  and  marry." 

"  I  don't  think  it,"  said  Effingham,  musing  a  moment ;  "  I 
really  don't  know  any  one  hereabouts  good  enough  for  her." 

"  Perhaps  not  here ;  but  there  are  other  places  besides  Tera- 
pleton,  and  oilier  churches  besides  *  New  St.  Paul's.' " 

"  Churches,  Eliziibeth !  you  would  not  wish  to  lose  Mr. 
Grant,  surely !  Though  simple,  he  is  an  excellent  man.  I 
shall  never  find  another  who  has  half  the  veneration  for  my 
orthodoxy.  You  would  humble  mo  from  a  saint  to  a  very 
common  sinner." 

**It  must  be  done,  sir,"  returned  the  lady,  with  a  half- 
concealed  smile,  "though  it  degrades  you  from  an  angel 
to  a  man." 

"  But  you  forget  the  farm." 

"  He  can  lease  it,  as  others  do.  Besides,  would  you  have  a 
clergyman  toil  in  the  fields  ?" 

"  Where  can  he  go  ?  you  forget  Louisa." 

"  No,  I  do  not  forget  Louisa,"  said  Elizabeth,  again  compress- 
ing her  beautiful  lips.  "  You  know,  Effingham,  that  my  father 
has  told  you  that  I  ruled  him,  and  that  I  should  rule  you. 
I  am  now  about  to  exert  my  ix)wer." 

"  Anything,  anything,  dsar  Elizabeth,  but  not  at  the  expense 
of  us  all ;  not  at  the  expense  of  your  friend." 

"  How  do  you  know,  sir,  that  it  will  be  so  much  at  the 
expense  of  my  friend  ?"  said  the  lady,  fixing  her  eyes  with 
a  searching  look  on  his  countenance,  where  they  met  only 
the  unsuspecting  expression  of  manly  regret. 

"  How  do  I  know  it  ?  why,  it  is  natural  that  she  should 
regret  us." 

"  It  is  our  duty  to  struggle  with  our  natural  feelings," 
returned  the  lady ;  "  and  there  is  but  little  c;uise  to  fear 
tliat  such  a  spirit  as  I^^uisa's  will  not  effect  it." 

"  But  what  is  your  plan  ?" 

"Listen,  and  you  shall  know.     My  father  h.Ls  procured  a  call 
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for  Mr.  Grant,  to  one  of  the  towns  on  the  Iludsuu,  where  Le  am 
live  more  at  bis  ease  than  in  journeying  through  these  woods  ; 
where  he  can  sjK-nd  the  eveninir  of  liis  lifu  in  comfort  and  quiet ; 
and  wltere  his  daujflitor  may  meet  with  such  society,  and  form 
BUch  a  connexion,  ae  miiy  be  ]iroj>cr  iur  oav  of  her  years  and  cha- 
racter." 

"  Bess !  you  nmazt:  me !  I  did  not  think  you  hnil  been  such  a 
mani^T !" 

''  Oh  !  I  manage  more  deeply  than  you  imn^ne,  sir,"  said  tlje 
wife,  archly  smiling  again  ;  "but  it  is  my  will,  and  it  is  your 
duty  to  submit, — for  a  time  at  least'' 

Eflingliam  laughed ;  but  as  they  approached  the  end  of  thcii 
walk,  tlic  subject  was  changed  by  common  consent 

The  place  at  which  they  arrived  wan  the  little  spot  of 
level  ground,  where  tlie  cabin  of  the  T^entliei^tockin^  liail 
BO  long  stocMl.  Eliail(eth  found  it  entirely  cleared  (rf  rubbinh, 
and  beautifully  laid  down  in  turf,  by  the  removal  of  sods, 
which,  in  common  with  the  surrounding  country,  had  grown 
gay,  under  the  influence  of  profuse  showers,  as  if  a  second 
spring  had  passed  over  the  land.  This  little  place  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  circle  of  mason-work,  and  tlicy  entered  by  a  small 
giilc,  near  which,  to  the  surprise  of  boUi,  tlio  rifle  of  Natty  was 
leaning  against  tlic  wall.  Ui-etor  and  the  slut  rc|>osed  on  tlie 
grass  by  its  side,  as  if  conscious  that,  however  altered,  they  were 
lying  on  the  ground,  and  were  surrounded  by  object*,  with 
wliieh  tliey  were  familiar.  The  liuntcr  himself  was  stretched  on 
the  earth,  before  a  head-stone  of  while  marble,  pushing  aside 
witli  his  fitigcis  the  long  grass  tliat  had  already  sprung  up  from 
the  luxuriant  soil  around  its  base,  apparently  to  lay  bare  the 
iiiscrijition.  By  the  yidu  of  this  stone,  which  was  a  simple  slab 
at  the  head  of  a  grave,  stood  a  rich  monument,  dccorntcd  with 
an  urn,  and  ornamented  with  Uie  chisel. 

Oliver  and  Elizabeth  approached  the  graves  witlt  a  light 
tread,  nnheard  by  the  old  hunter,  whose  sunburnt  face  was 
working,  and  whoae  eyed  ttrinkled  as  if  something  impeded 
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tiirir   ri^jii.      \f',^  !i>ine  Ihtle  time.  NaUv  ndsed 

-  W-riL  w-:L — Fm  l«>!d  &>  sav  ii's  ill  right !  Tliere  s  some- 
tLlL  ▼  dtAi  I  «3pi«je«  k  ren*i:iig :  bat  I  can't  make  aDythii^  of 
it :  iLvu^  tLr  \'\iK  aod  th-r  tomihavk,  and  tbe  moccasiiiSr  be 
{•ivttv  veil — p'^^sj  ^'^Vu  f*jr  a  man  tLat,  I  dares  to  say,  never 
s.ei*»l  "idier  <:Y  :h-  diiit^-  Ah's  inr: !  iLrrv  ihej  lie,  side  bj  side, 
Lappr  ec'.-a^h !  WL'^  will  tLvrf  be  tu  put  me  in  the  *arth 
when  rav  lime  c»>me* :" 

~  When  diAt  uLf'^rtJoate  hour  arri^-e*,  Xattv,  friends  shall 
not  lie  watiti:.^  to  f^rrt'jrm  the  last  uffices  for  tou,''  said  Oliver, 
a  httJ<^  0>u;bed  at  tlie  huDt«::rs  soliloqin*. 

TL*^  old  maD  turne«i,  without  manifesting  surprise,  for  he  had 
got  the  lodian  habits  in  this  particular,  and  running  his  hand 
uud*:r  the  l^^itom  ci  his  nose,  s«emed  to  wipe  awav  his  sorrow 
with  the  action. 

*•  You've  come  out  to  see  the  graves,  children,  have  ye  P 
he  said  :  ^  well,   well,  they're  wholesome  sights  to  young  as 

Well    JIS    OJil*' 

^  I  hope  they  are  fitted  to  your  liking,**  said  Effingham ; 
^  no  one  has  a  better  n;;ht  than  vourself  to  be  consulted  in 
the  matter." 

**  Why,  seeing  that  I  an't  used  to  fine  graves,"  returned 
the  old  man,  **  it  is  but  little  matter  consaming  my  taste.  Yo 
laid  tlie  Major's  head  to  the  west,  and  Mohegan's  to  the  east^ 
did  ye,  lad  T 

"  At  your  request  it  was  done." 

"  It's  so  iK^t,"  said  the  hunter ;  "  they  thought  they  had  to 
Journey  different  ways,  children  ;  though  there  is  One  greater 
than  all,  who'll  bring  the  just  together,  at  his  own  time,  and 
who'll  whiten  the  skin  of  a  black-moor,  and  place  him  on 
a  fo<^>ting  with  princes." 

**  There  is  but  little  reason  to  dou^t  that,"  said  Elizabeth, 
wln/*e  decided  tones  were  changed  to  a  soft,  melancholy  voice ; 
*  1  tiust  we  shall  all  meet  again,  and  be  happy  together.*' 
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"Shall  ire,  diild,  slinlt  we!"  exclnimcd  the  hunter,  nilli 
unususi  fervor ;  "  there's  comfort  in  that  thouijlit  too.  But 
before  I  go,  I  sliould  like  to  know  what  'tia  you  tell  iheoo 
people,  that  bo  flocking  into  the  country  like  pigeons  in  the 
spring,  of  the  old  Delaware,  and  of  the  bravest  white  man 
that  ever  trod  the  hills." 

ERlngham  and  Elizabeth  were  surprised  at  the  manner  of  the 
Leather-stocking,  which  was  unusually  impressive  and  solemn ; 
hut,  attributing  it  to  the  scene,  the  young  man  turned  to  the 
monument,  and  read  aloud — 

"'Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Oliver  Effingham,  Squire,  for- 
merly a  Major  in  hia  It.  Majesty's  COth  Foot ;  a  soldier  of  tried 
valor ;  a  subject  of  chivalrous  loyalty  ;  and  a  man  of  honesty. 
To  these  virtues,  he  added  the  graces  of  n  ChristiaD.  ITie  morn- 
ing of  his  life  was  spent  in  honor,  wealth,  and  power;  but  its 
evening  was  obscured  by  poverty,  neglect,  and  disease,  which 
were  alleviated  only  by  the  tender  care  of  his  old,  faithful,  and 
upright  friend  and  attendant,  Nathaniel  Bumppo.  His  descen- 
dants rear  tliis  stone  to  the  virtues  of  the  master,  and  to  the 
enduring  gratitude  of  the  servant."* 

The  Leather-slocking  stared  at  the  sound  of  his  own  name, 
and  a  smile  of  joy  illumined  his   wrinkled   features,  as   ho 


"  And  did  ye  say  it,  Ind  i  have  you  then  got  the  old  mail's 
name  cut  in  the  stone,  by  the  side  of  his  master's  !  God  bli«s 
ye,  children  !  'twas  a  kind  thought,  and  kindness  goes  to  the 
heart  as  life  shortens." 

Elizabeth  turned  her  hack  to  the  speakers.  Effingham  made 
a  fruitless  effort  before  bo  succeeded  in  saying — 

"  It  is  there  cut  in  [>l]un  marble ;  but  it  should  have  bouu 
written  iu  letters  of  gold  !" 

"  Show  mo  the  name,  boy,"  snid  Natty,  with  simple  eager- 
ness ;  "  let  mo  see  my  own  name  placed  in  such  honor.  Tis  a 
l^n'rous  gift  to  a  man  who  leaves  none  of  his  name  and  family 
behind  him,  in  a  country  where  be  has  tarried  so  long." 

Effingham  guided  his  finger  to  the  spot,  and  Natty  followed 


"  Mu-hoe-oan,  lad,  tliey  call  lln'irs(.*lves ! 

*'  Muhiean  ;  and  Chiiiixai^ook '  " 

"  '(iacli,  1m >y  ; — Vach-ixouk  ;  Cliiiii^aoligo 
moans  l»ig-sar|M'nt.     The  name  .should  bo 
Indian's  name  hiv%  always  some  ineanini;  i 

**  I  will  soe  it  altorod.  *  He  was  the  h 
continued  to  inhabit  this  countrv :  and  it 
that  his  faults  were  those  of  an  Indian,  am 
a  man." 

"  You  never  said  truer  word,  Mr.  Oliver 
knowM  him  as  I  did,  in  his  prime,  in  that 
old  gentleman,  who  sleo{>s  by  liis  8ide,  save 
thieves,  the  Iro(|Uois,  liad  him  at  the  stak( 
that,  and  more  too.     I  cut  the  thongs  witl 
gave  him  my  own  tomahawk  and  knife, 
was  always  my  favVite  weapon.     He  did 
man  !     I  met  him  as  I  was  coming  home 
eleven  Mingo  seal|»s  on  his  pole.     You  nee 
Kffingham,  for  they  was  all  from  shaved 
When  I  li>ok  about  me,  at  these  hills,  wl 
count  sometimes  twenty  smokes,  curling  o\ 
the  Delaware  cami>s,  it  raise-*  mournful   th 
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"  Go  t"  etlioed  BJwarJs,  "  whilhor  do  you  go  ?" 

The  Leatheivj tucking,  who  Lad  imbibed,  unconsciously,  many 
uf  the  Indian  qusliUtu,  though  he  alwuys  tlioujrht  of  himself  aa 
of  a  civilizc-d  being,  compared  with  v\ea  the  Dehiwnres,  nrurUn] 
his  facu  to  conceal  tho  workingit  of  his  muscles,  ns  he  stooped  bj 
lift  a  lar^e  puck  from  behind  tlio  tomb,  which  he  placed  delibe- 
ntlely  on  hb  shoulders. 

"  (jo  !"  exclaimed  Elizabeth,  approaching  liiro  with  a  hurried 
step ;  "  yitu  should  not  venture  so  far  in  tho  woods  alone,  at 
your  tinio  of  life,  Natty ;  indeed,  it  is  imprudent.  lie  is  bent, 
Kfiinghnm,  on  some  distant  hunting." 

"  \\'hat  Mrs.  Effingham  t^lls  you  is  true,  Lenther-stockiiig," 
8«d  Edwards ;  "  tliere  can  be  no  necessity  for  your  submitting 
to  such  linrd?h)|>s  now  !  So  throw  aside  your  pack,  and  confine 
your  hunt  to  the  mountains  near  us,  if  you  will  go," 

"  Hardship  !  'tsa  a  pleasure,  cliildron,  and  the  greatest  that  is 


left  n 


n  this 


"  No, 


Iwth,  laying  her  white  hand  on  his  deer-i-kin  pack — "  I  am 
right  1  I  feel  his  camp-ketlJe,  and  a  canister  of  powder !  be  must 
not  be  suftered  to  wander  so  far  from  us,  Oliver;  remember 
how  suddenly  Mohtgan  dropped  awav." 

"  I  know'd  the  pHrtiiig  would  come  h:ird,  cbiUrea  ;  I  know'd 
it  would !"  said  Natty,  ''  and  m>  I  got  aside  to  look  at  the 
graves  by  myself,  and  tliouglit  if  I  loft  ye  the  koepsake  which 
the  Major  gave  me,  when  we  first  parted  in  llie  woods,  ye 
wouldn't  Uikc  it  unkind,  but  would  know,  that,  let  the  old  mun's 
body  go  where  it  might,  his  feelings  stayed  behind  him." 

"  This  mi'ans  soinething  more  than  common !"  exclaimed  tlie 
youth ;  "  wiiere  in  it.  Natty,  tliat  you  purpose  going !" 

Tlie  hunter  drew  nigh  him  with  a  confident,  reasoning  air, 
tat  if  what  liu  had  to  say  would  silence  all  objections,  and 
replied — 

"  Why,  lad,  tliey  tell  me,  that  on  the  Big-lakea  Uiere's  tho 

l)est  of  hunting,  and  a  great  range,  without  a  white  man  on  it, 

unless  it  may  be  one  like  myself.     I'm  weary  of  living  in  cleor- 

22 
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ings,  and  where  the  hammer  »  sounding  in  my  ears  from 
sunrise  to  sundown.  And  though  Vm  much  bound  to  ye  both, 
children — I  wouldn't  say  it  if  it  was  not  true — ^I  crave  to  go 
into  the  woods  ag*in,  I  do.'' 

^  Woods !"  eclioed  Elizabeth,  trembling  with  her  feelings  ; 
**  do  you  not  call  the«*e  endless  forests  woods  t" 

*^  Ah  !  child,  these  be  nothing  to  a  mun  thafs  used  to  the 
wilderness.  I  have  took  but  little  comfort  sin'  your  father  come 
on  with  his  settlers ;  but  I  wouldn't  go  far,  while  the  life  was  in 
the  body  that  lies  under  the  sod  tlu're.  But  now  he's  gone, 
and  Chingachgook  is  gone ;  and  yon  bo  both  young  and  happy. 
Ves !  the  big  house  has  rung  with  merriment  this  month  past ! 
And  now,  I  thought,  was  the  time  to  try  to  get  a  little  comfort 
in  the  close  of  my  days.  Woods !  indeed  !  I  doesn't  call  these 
woods,  Mndam  Effingham,  where  I  lose  myself  every  day  of  my 
life  in  the  clearings." 

**  If  there  \Hi  anything  wanting  to  your  comfort,  name  it, 
fierither-stocking ;  if  it  be  attainable  it  is  yours." 

^*  You  mean  all  fur  the  l)est,  lad ;  I  know  it ;  and  so  does 
Madam,  too  :  but  ycnir  ways  isn't  my  ways.  Tis  like  the  dead 
there,  who  thonght,  when  the  breath  was  in  them,  that  one 
went  east,  and  one  went  west,  to  find  their  heavens  ;  but  they'll 
meet  at  last ;  and  so  shall  we,  children.  Yes,  ind  as  you've 
U'gun,  and  we  shall  meet  in  the  land  of  the  just  at  last" 

''  This  is  so  new  !  so  unex|)ected  !"  said  Elizal)eth,  in  almost 
breathless  excitement ;  "  I  had  thought  you  meant  to  Hve  with 
as  and  die  with  a«»,  Natty." 

**  Words  are  of  no  avail,"  exclaimed  her  husband ;  **  the 
habits  of  forty  years  are  not  to  be  dispossessed  by  the  ties  of  a 
da} .  I  know  you  too  well  to  urge  you  further,  Natty ;  unless 
you  will  let  me  build  you  a  hut  on  one  of  the  distant  hills, 
where  we  can  sometimes  see  you,  and  know  that  you  lire 
oonifortable." 

**  Don't  fear  for  the  Leather-stocking,  children  ;  God  will  see 
ihat  his  days  bo  provided  for,  and  his  ind  happy.  I  know  yon 
mean  all  for  the  bt-st,  but  our  ways  doi.>sn't  agree.     I  love  iht* 


woods,  And  ye  relish  tUo  face  of  man  ;  I  eat  wheii  Ijungrj',  and 
drink  when  a-dry ;  and  ye  k<>ep  Btated  hours  and  niles :  nay, 
nay,  you  even  over-feed  the  do^,  lad,  from  pure  kindness  ;  and 
hounds  Bhould  be  !];nutity  to  run  well.  Tlie  meanest  of  (iod'K 
GTcateTE  be  made  fur  some  use,  and  I'm  formed  fur  the  wilder- 
ness ;  if  ye  love  me,  let  me  go  where  my  soul  craves  to  bo 
.g'm  I" 

Tlie  appeal  was  decisive;  and  not  aDother  word  of  entreaty 
for  him  to  remain  was  then  uttered  ;  but  Elizabeth  bent  her 
head  to  her  bosom  and  wept,  while  her  husband  dashed  away 
the  tears  from  his  eyes;  and,  with  hands  that  almost  refused  to 
perform  their  office,  he  produced  his  pocket-book,  and  extended 
n  parcel  of  bank-notes  to  the  hunter. 

"  Take  these,"  he  said,  "  at  least  take  thene ;  secure  them 
about  your  petson,  and  in  the  hour  of  need,  they  will  do  you 
good  service." 

The  old  man  took  the  no(^  and  examined  them  with  s 


"  This,  then,  is  some  of  tho  new-fashioned  money  that  they've 
been  making  nt  Albany,  out  of  pajwr !  It  can't  be  worth  much 
to  they  that  hiuin't  laming !  No,  no,  lad — take  hack  the  stuff; 
it  will  do  nie  no  sarvice,  I  look  kear  to  get  all  the  French- 
man's [Kiwdcr  nfore  ho  broke  up,  and  they  say  lead  growf 
where  I'm  going.  It  isn't  even  lit  for  wads,  seeing  that  I 
u»c  none  but  leather ! — Madam  EfHnghnm,  let  an  old  man 
kiss  your  hand,  and  wi^h  God's  choicest  blessings  on  you  and 

"  Once  more  let  me  beseech  you,  stay !"  cried  Elizabetli. 
"  Do  not,  Leather-stocking,  leave  ine  to  grieve  for  tho  man 
who  has  twice  rescued  me  from  death,  and  who  has  served 
those  I  love  so  faithfully.  For  my  sake,  if  not  for  your  own, 
stay.  I  shall  see  you  in  those  frightful  dreams  that  still  haunt 
my  nights,  dying  in  poverty  and  age,  by  the  side  of  thcae  terrific 
'jeasts  you  slow.  There  will  be  no  evil,  that  sickncM,  want, 
•mA  solitude  can  inflict,  that  my  fant^  will  not  conjure  as  youi 
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husband,  and  the  thouijhta  for  an  old  man  lik 
long  nor  bitter.  I  pray  that  the  Lord  will  ke 
the  Lord  that  lives  in  clearinors  as  well  as  ii 
and  bless  you,  and  all  that  belong  to  you,  froi 
great  day  when  the  whites  shall  meet  the  red- 
and  justice  shall  be  the  law,  and  not  power." 

Elizabeth  raised  her  head,  and  offered  her 
his  salute,  when  he  lifted  his  cap  and  toucl 
His  hand  was  grasped  with  convulsive  fervor 
continued  silent.  The  hunter  prepared  hims 
drawing  his  belt  tighter,  and  wasting  his  mc 
reluctant  movements  of  a  sorrowful  departure, 
essayed  to  speak,  but  a  rising  in  his  throat 
length  he  shouldered  his  rifle,  and  cried  with 
call  that  echoed  through  the  woods — 

"  He-e-e-re,  he-e-e-re,  pups — away,   dogs 
foot-sore  afore  ye  see  the  ind  of  the  journey ! 

The  hounds  leaped  from  the  earth  at  thi 
around  the  graves  and  the  silent  pair,  as  if 
own  destination,  they  followed  humbly  at 
master.     A   short   pause  succeeded,  durim 
vouth  concealed  his  face  on  his  grandfather*!? 
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looking  bnck  for  a  moinent,  on  t)ic  verge  of  tho  wood.  As  be 
CAuglit  tbeir  glances,  he  drew  his  hard  hand  hasUly  acrou  bin 
eyes  iignin,  waved  it  on  liigh  for  an  adieu,  and  uttering  a  forced 
cry  U)  liis  dogs,  who  were  crouching  at  his  feel,  he  entered  Ibo 
forest 

This  was  the  last  that  they  ever  saw  of  the  Leather-stocking, 
whose  rapid  movcaienls  preceded  the  pnrsuit  which  Judge 
Temple  both  ordered  and  conducted.  He  had  gone  fiir 
towards  the  setting  sun, — the  foremost  in  that  band  of  pioneers 
who  are  opening  the  way  for  the  march  of  tbe  nation  across  tlie 
continent 


liiHiliiii 
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